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Preface 


“LITTLE LESS THAN SAVAGE FURY” 


ne of my earliest childhood memories takes me to Putnam Park, 
OQ) near Danbury, Connecticut. The park was named after Maj. Gen. 

Israel Putnam. I still remember the cannons and a cave. My 
mother told me that soldiers who fought in the Revolutionary War 
spent a cold, hungry winter there. That was my first lesson about 
the war. 


My mother did not tell me about Gallows Hill. On a February day 
in 1779, while his Continental Army division was in winter camp, 
General Putnam, infuriated by the number of spies and army 
deserters who had been brought before him, decided to execute one 
of each—” make a double job of it,” he said. The spy was Edward 
Jones of Ridgefield, who, as an American supporter of the British 
was a Loyalist, or Tory. The deserter was seventeen-year-old John 
Smith, who was accused of planning to join the British Army as a 
Tory convert. Smith and Jones, ordinary men of ordinary names. 


Smith spent a few minutes with a chaplain. Then, within a hollow 
square formed by the soldiers he wished to fight, Smith’s death 
warrant was read. He was taken off and killed by a firing squad, a 
few yards from a gallows that soldiers had built on the highest hill 
in theencampment. Jones was brought to it, and his death warrant 
was read. A noose around his neck was attached to the beam of the 
gallows. He climbed a ladder leaning on the beam, looked around at 
people he seemed to recognize, and swore to God that he was 


innocent. When he refused to step off the ladder, as one account 
puts it, he had to be “hurried into eternity,” presumably by a 


soldier, although one report says young boys pushed the ladder.! 


As that day on Gallows Hill so lethally demonstrated, some 
Americans wanted to kill other Americans in the Revolutionary War. 
What had begun as political conflict between politicians called 
Whigs and their opponents, called Tories, had evolved into a brutal 
war. Our histories prefer to call the conflict the Revolutionary War, 
but many people who lived through it called it civil war. Americans 
who called themselves Patriots taunted, then tarred and feathered, 
and, finally, when war came, killed American Tories. Americans 
who called themselves Tories gave themselves a proud new name: 
Loyalists, a label that had not been needed when all Americans were 
subjects of the king. 


When Brig. Gen. Nathanael Greene took command of the 
Continental Army of the South in 1781, he wrote to Col. Alexander 
Hamilton: “The division among the people is much greater than I 
imagined and the Whigs and Tories persecute each other, with little 
less than savage fury. There is nothing but murders and devastation 


in every quarter.” 


There was also collaboration. When we remember the heroic 
suffering of George Washington’s army at Valley Forge, we forget 
that only twenty miles away the British soldiers occupying 
Philadelphia were well housed and well fed because Tories and Tory 
sympathizers were sustaining them. “I am amazed,” wrote 
Washington to a staff officer, “at the report you make of the 
quantity of provisions that goes daily into Philadelphia from the 


County of Bucks.”* Washington believed that most people in 
Pennsylvania did not support the war and “the languor of others, & 
internal distraction of the whole, have been among the great and 


insuperable difficulties I have met with.”* 


Like most Americans, as a schoolboy and as an adult I had heard 
about the Tories, but I had not paid them much attention, believing 
that, as a small minority, they had not played a major role in the 


war. As a native of Connecticut, I had always thought of my state as 
a place where all the people fought the British. But soon after I 
started working on this book, I came across a reference to a 
Connecticut man named Stephen Jarvis, who had become a Tory 
soldier and killed other Americans. He was one of many Connecticut 
people who chose the king’s side, and his story is far from unusual. 
Such Connecticut towns as Stamford, Norwalk, Fairfield, Stratford, 
and Newtown had such large Loyalist populations that Patriots 


called them “Tory Towns.”° 


Stephen Maples Jarvis, born in Danbury in 1756, was working on 
the family farm in April 1775 when he heard the news that British 
Redcoats and Rebels had clashed at Lexington and Concord in 
Massachusetts. “My father was one of those persons called Torries,” 
Stephen later wrote, quickly veering in his journal to his own clash 
with his father. Stephen, going on nineteen, was courting a young 
woman, Amelia Glover, who was “disapproved of by my father ... 
and I was under the necessity of visiting the Lady only by stealth.” 


To defy his father—and perhaps to impress his girlfriend— 
Stephen declared that he would join the Rebels’ Connecticut militia. 
When Stephen told his father this, the elder Jarvis “took me by the 


arm and thrust me out of the door.”© 


At that moment in those turbulent times, when general discontent 
over British rule had flared into rebellion, the divided Jarvis family 
mirrored the splitting of families and friends throughout the 
colonies. Amelia Glover’s sister was married to a Rebel. Royal 
colonial militias overnight became Rebel militias. The militia that 
Stephen joined, originally formed to serve the king, was 
commanded by his mother’s brother, a Rebel. 


In Stamford, thirty miles southwest of Danbury, Stephen’s uncle 
on his father’s side, Samuel Jarvis, was the town clerk. Soon after 
the Battles of Lexington and Concord, the Rebels’ Tory-hunting 
Committee of Inspection summoned Samuel, interrogated him 
abouthis Tory beliefs, and condemned him as “inimical to the 
Liberty of America.” The committee also found Samuel’s son 


Munson guilty of “signing a seditious paper, the import of which 
was that they would assist the King and his vile minions in their 
wicked, oppressive schemes to enslave the American Colonies; and 
tending to discourage any military preparations to repel the hostile 


measures of a corrupt Administration.”” 


Samuel and Munson, suddenly aliens in their hometown, began 
planning how to get out. By the early fall of 1776, they could stand 
on the Stamford shore, look across Long Island Sound, and on the 
gray horizon see the low-lying land where the British flag had flown 
since the British Army drove the Continental Army out of New York. 
As Samuel Jarvis told the story, he and his wife and four children 


escaped by boat to Long Island.* According to the Rebel version, a 
mob broke into the Jarvis home late one night, stripped every Jarvis 
naked, dragged them all into a boat, sailed it across the Sound, and 


forced them to wade to the British shore.? Loyalists became a major 
Connecticut export. 


When Samuel Jarvis reached Long Island, he recruited his son 
Munson and other Tories into the Prince of Wales’s American 


Regiment, one of more than two hundred Loyalist military units.!° 
Samuel and Munson would be among the thousand or so 
Connecticut men who served in Loyalist regiments, aboard the ships 


of the Royal Navy, or as Tory privateers.'! Rich and prominent 
landowners or royal officials organized and commanded Tory 
regiments, but the soldiers were usually farmers, laborers, 
craftsmen, and shopkeepers. Munson Jarvis, like Paul Revere in 
Boston, was a silversmith. 


When Stephen’s militia was temporarily released from active 
service, he deserted, apparently without telling his Rebel uncle. 
Stephen promised his father that he was through with the Rebels, 
which was true, and that he was through with Amelia, which was 
not. Stephen joined the Tories by following his uncle’s example. 
With other young Connecticut men, Stephen rowed across Long 
Island Sound, went into New York City, and, after service in another 
unit, joined the Queen’s American Rangers. They wore forest green 


uniforms to distinguishthemselves from their comrades in war, the 


British Redcoats.!? The Rangers saw themselves as the elite unit 
among all the Loyalist forces fighting for the king. 


Later in the war the Queen’s Rangers joined with British forces in 
an attack on Stephen’s birthplace, Danbury. Tories guided the 


invaders to secret stores of Rebel arms.!* After the battle, Rebel 
troops, out for revenge, swooped down on suspected Tories. One 
was Stephen Jarvis’s father. They beat him and pillaged his 


farmhouse.!* 


Stephen did not take part in the Danbury raid, but he soon was 
heading for Pennsylvania to begin a long campaign of fighting and 
killing other Americans. In one battle, he wrote, a Rebel soldier 
“fired and missed me and my horse and before he could raise his 


rifle he was a dead man.”!° 


After seven years as a Tory soldier, Stephen returned to Danbury, 
naively expecting to resume a life merely interrupted by war. He 
and his beloved Amelia planned to be married in an Episcopal 
church by a clergyman who was a relative. Stephen did not realize 
that, because the Episcopal clergy’s duties included prayers for the 
king, the Patriots had silenced most Episcopal clergymen in the 
colonies and forced the closing of their churches. (One Connecticut 
cleric who defied the Patriots was shot at as he preached. The bullet 
lodged in the sounding board of his pulpit. He kept on preaching 
and was not shot at again. Many of his fellow clerics had already 


fled to England.)!° 


Stephen had to change his marriage plans. After calming a mob 
that burst into his father’s house, he hastily arranged to marry 
Amelia there: “A clergyman was sent for, we retired to a room with 
a select party of our friends, and we were united, after which the 
mob dispersed and had left us.” 


The next morning the local sheriff, carrying a warrant for 
Stephen’s arrest, forced his way into the bedroom of the bride and 


groom. Stephen “met him with such a determined and threatening 
attitude that in his retreat he tumbled from the head of the staircase 
to the bottom. 


He then selected a posse—and surrounded the house... . I made my 
appearance at the window of my bedchamber, spoke to the persons 
outside, who seemed to look rather ill-natured. I threw them a 
dollar, desired they would get something to drink the Bride’s health, 
which they did, and before they had finished the bottle I had won 
them all to my side.” 


But sometime later another mob stormed the house, attacking 
Amelia and her father-in-law. Stephen ran away and hid out. The 
war had not ended for him, and now it had not ended for Amelia. 
He began to think about leaving America. By then thousands of 
Tories were continuing a flight from America that had been going 
on since the first stirrings of the Revolution. 


The first self-exiles had sailed to the motherland. “As the 
Rebellion is general thro’ the provinces,” a Boston clergyman wrote 
the archbishop of London in August 1775, “the friends of Governmt 


have no certain place to fly to for safety but to Eng.”!” Clergymen 
and royal officials began the exodus, which continued throughout 
the war. Thousands moved to temporary sanctuary in places where 
Tories ruled, hoping to return home after British victory. Tories 
jammed New York City; others chose Canada, or Charleston, South 
Carolina, a Tory town of the South. 


Some moved to East Florida, where Britain had established an 
outpost to discourage Spanish incursions. But the treaty that ended 
the war handed East Florida over to Spain. So, while northern 
Loyalists were fleeing to Canada, southern refugees fled from 
Florida and Charleston to Bermuda and Jamaica. The exodus 
reached its climax in New York City on November 25, 1783, when a 
British fleet began evacuating thousands of Americans to Canada. 
These did not resemble the colonial officials and wealthy Loyalists 
who had sailed to England at the beginning of the war. The 1783 


evacuees’ occupations included baker, house carpenter, miller, 
scrivener, trader, cooper, vintner, breeches maker, and innkeeper.!® 


Royal officials, needing settlers for the Canadian wilderness, sent 
the Loyalists to harbors along the rocky Nova Scotia coast or up 
broad rivers. They landed on virgin shores and were handed army 
rations, tools, lumber, blankets, and cloth for making clothing. New 
communities sprang up. New lives began. 


One of the new Canadians climbed to the top of a desolate hill to 
watch the sails of her ship disappear over the horizon. “Such a 
feeling of loneliness came over me,” she later wrote, “that, though I 
had not shed a tear through all the war, I sat down on the damp 
moss with my baby on my lap and cried bitterly.” Her name was 
Sarah Frost, originally from Stamford. She was the daughter of 
Patriots and the wife of a Tory who became a notorious raider in an 
amphibious war waged between Connecticut Rebels and Long Island 


Tories. !? 


By some counts, about 80,000 Tories left the colonies— 
proportionally, six times the number of people who fled France 


during the French Revolution.?° A larger estimate came from a Tory 
historian who was in New York when, he said, “not less than 


100,000 souls” left the city in a mass postwar exodus.7! That 
estimate does not count Tories who left from other places in other 
times, including large-scale evacuations from Savannah and 
Charleston. We will never know the total number, but we do have 
solid knowledge about the flight of thousands of individuals. 
Stephen and Amelia Jarvis and their infant daughter, for instance, 
left Connecticut on May 1, 1785. They began their Canadian lives in 
a settlement newly named Fredericktown, in honor of Prince 
Frederick, second son of King George III. 


Among the exiles who sailed to Canada were some thirty-five 
hundred black Tories, ex-slaves given their freedom because they 
had joined the Loyalist cause. In 1792, nearly two thousand of 
them, bitter over the way they were treated in Nova Scotia, sailed 
from there in a fleet of fifteen ships to Africa, where they became 


the founders of modern Sierra Leone. Thus, in ways no one could 
have imagined in 1776, the Revolution led to the creation not only 
of the United States but also of a new Canada and a new nation on 
another continent. 


From the battle at Concord to the battle at Yorktown, Patriot troops 
fought armed Loyalists as well as British troops. By one tally, 


Loyalists fought in 576 of the war’s 772 battles and skirmishes.?7 
Relativelyfew of these Loyalist-Patriot clashes get much mention in 
military chronicles, and few had an important effect on the outcome 
of the Revolution. But they did strengthen the solidarity of the 
Loyalists: They were not merely opposing the Revolution; they were 
fighting and dying to end it. 

In the earliest days of the war Patriots looked longingly at Canada 


as a potential participant in rebellion.7* But the Rebels’ liberation 
invasion did not trigger an uprising against the king. Canadian 
Loyalists fought the American Rebels. Canada became a place that 
resisted the Revolution—and thus a place where Tories could find 
refuge. 


No one knows how many Tories there were. The Tories 


themselves consistently believed that they were in the majority.74 
But there is no reliable head count for determining the actual 
number of Tories, white or black, at any specific time. A modern 
estimate of Loyalist strength—colonists who fought on the king’s 
side, worked for the British, or went into exile—allots them 16 
percent of the total population or nearly 20 percent of the white 


population.2° To turn that estimate into a Loyalist head count, 
however, you need to know how many Americans there were. 
Estimates of the total American population—based on tax lists, 
militia musters, and other available records—are as low as 


2,205,000 and as high as 2,780,400.7° So, using the 20 percent 
figure, there may have been as few as 441,000 or as many as 
556,080 Loyalists. 


Down the years many historians have cited John Adams as an 
eyewitness source for an estimate of one-third Tories, one-third 
Patriots, and one-third indifferent. That view has prevailed because 
of a consistent misinterpretation of Adams’s words. In a letter 
written in January 1815 to James Lloyd, a forty-six-year-old 
Massachusetts politician between terms as a U.S. senator, Adams 
says: “The middle third, composed principally of the yeomanry, the 
soundest part of the nation, and always averse to war, were rather 
lukewarm both to England and France; and sometimes stragglers 
from them, and sometimes the whole body, united with the first or 
the last third, according to circumstances.” (Sometimes the Adams 
quote is cited only as far as “lukewarm.”) But Adams was not 
writing about American reaction to the Revolutionary War. He was 
giving his judgment about how Americans thought about England 


and the French Revolution when he was president.?” 


Adams did discuss the Tories in another long letter that same 
year. From 1765 to 1775, he wrote, the British government “formed 
and organized and drilled and disciplined a party in favor of Great 
Britain, and they seduced and deluded nearly one third of the 
people of the colonies.” In that letter, to the Reverend Jedediah 
Morse, an author of geography textbooks, Adams went on to say 
that “many men of the first rank, station, property, education, 
influence, and power, who in 1765 had been real or pretended 
Americans, converted during the period to real Britons.” Among 
them, Adams continued, were “my cordial, confidential, and bosom 
friends,” drawn away to the ranks of the Tories by offers of power 


and prestige.?° 


Adams’s description of the effort to convert Americans to Britons 
covers only the decade before the war began. He did not speak to 
the activities of Tories during the war. Nor did he mention the 
thousands of Loyalists who joined the regiments that were formed to 
fight the Continental Army, or the Continental Army soldiers and 
state militiamen who deserted their regiments not because they no 
longer wished to be soldiers but because they wanted to fight on the 
Loyalist side. Neither did Adams take up the numbering of what 


George Washington called “half tories,” who secretly aided the 


Rebels, usually as spies.2? Two distinguished historians, Henry 
Steele Commager and Richard B. Morris, analyzed Adams’s one- 
third thesis and wrote: 


If by Patriot we mean only those who were ready to fight for the 
new nation, then Adams’ one third is too high; after all, a free 
population of only 2,000,000 could not put over 25,000 men in the 
field at once, and a rich and fertile land allowed its soldiers to freeze 
and to starve. If by Loyalist we mean only those who were actively 
loyal, and whose loyalty carried them into exile or into British ranks, 
then again Adams’ estimate is too large. But if the term Loyalist is 
stretched to cover not only those who were actively loyal but also 
those who were against independence and war, and tried to hold aloof, 
then the figure of one third is clearly too small. Two things are 
apparent: that there was always a substantial portion of the American 
population which had no enthusiasm for either the rebellion or its 
suppression, and that the number and zeal of Patriots and Loyalists 
alike changed constantly with the varying fortunes of the war.?0 

Adams believed in the importance of finding the records of what 
he called the “intrigues” perpetrated by the British to “divide the 
people.” He also wondered how many incriminating records still 
existed from the proceedings of Patriot committees that ferreted out 
Tories and punished them. Until those records were discovered, he 


wrote, “the history of the United States never can be written.”*! 


Many of those records do exist. They are the Loyalists’ legacy, 
and, like the Loyalists, they are scattered. I have found them in 
Canada, Britain, Scotland, Northern Ireland, in the Library of 
Congress, and in the archives of the original colonies. I have also 
seen diaries, letters, and other documents collected by American 
families who discovered, sometimes to their surprise, the Tories in 
their family trees. Those documents give faces to forgotten 
Americans who fought on the losing side. 


The Loyalists add a dimension to the Revolutionary War, 
transforming it into a conflict between Americans as well as a 
struggle for independence. Paddy Fitzgerald, a historian of Irish 
migration, once told me, “Every country has a Grand Story, and 
there are always stories under the grand story.” Loyalists lived and 
died in the Grand Story’s underground, fighting to keep America 
ruled by the king. But they were nonetheless truly Americans, 
introducing the nation’s first generation of politicians to a truth that 
would endure: Woven into the tapestry to be known as We the 
People, there would always be strands of a defiant, passionate 
minority. 


A note about words and labels. I retain the often peculiar spellings 
that appear in documents of the era, but I do introduce modern 
punctuation for clarity. As for labels, people who lived during the 
Revolution called each other Tories and Whigs, Patriots and 
Loyalists, Rebels and Friends of the King. “Tory” and “Whig” were 
political labels. 


“Whig” faded away when political disputes evolved into rebellion. 
But “Tory” endured and became the Rebels’ favorite name for their 
foes. Some people today, particularly the descendants of Loyalists, 
find the word “Tory” offensive. They also object to “Patriots” for 
supporters of the Revolution on the grounds that their ancestors 
were patriots, too: British patriots. Some people prefer “colonials” as 
a label for everybody in America in those days. But I think a 
“colonial” is what someone would have been before Americans 
began calling themselves Americans, whether or not they supported 
King George III. 


I use “Loyalist,” “Tory,” “Rebel,” and “Patriot” not as labels that 
disparage or commend but as descriptive terms that fit the events 
and times described. I don’t use “American army” or “American” for 
one side or the other because the Revolutionary War was a civil 
war, and when Loyalists or Tories fought Patriots or Rebels, 
everyone in the fight was an American. 


Thomas B. Allen May 21, 2010 Bethesda, Maryland 


1 
TWO FLAGS OVER PLYMOUTH 
Massacnusetts, 1769-1774 


Q. What was the temper of America toward Great 
Britain before the year 1763? 


A. The best in the world. They submitted willingly to 
the government of the Crown, and paid, in their 
courts, obedience to acts of Parliament. Numerous 
as the people are in the several old provinces they 
cost you nothing in forts, citadels, garrisons, or 
armies, to keep them in subjection... . 


Q. And what is their temper now? 


A. Oh, very much altered. 


—Colonial agent Benjamin Franklin, before Parliament, February 1766 


7 roar of a cannon resounded through the little Massachusetts 
town of Plymouth on the morning of December 22, 1769. And up 

a flagpole went a silk flag bearing the inscription Old Colony 
1620. The cannon and flag grandly marked a celebration created by 
the Old Colony Club. 


At lunchtime the members gathered at an inn not far from the 


rock where the Pilgrims were said to have landed.* Their meal 
included whortleberry pudding, succotash, venison, clams, oysters, 
codfish, eels, seafowl, apple pie, cranberry tarts, and cheese, all 
“dressed in theplainest manner ... in imitation of our ancestors.” 
The club president sat in a chair that had belonged to William 


Bradford, who had become governor of the Plymouth Colony in 
1621. 


The members raised a toast to Bradford and their ancestors in 
what they hoped to be an annual celebration of Forefathers’ Day, 
commemorating the landing of the shallop that had carried the 


passengers of the Mayflower to shore.* As the clock struck eleven 
that evening, the cannon was fired again; the members gave three 
lusty cheers and went home. 


The Old Colony Club had been founded eleven months before by 
seven Plymouth men who wished to avoid “the many disadvantages 
and inconveniences that arise from intermixing with the company at 
the taverns in this town of Plymouth.” They also wished to increase 
their “pleasure and happiness” along with their “edification and 
instruction.” Five more members, including the owner of the inn, 
were admitted shortly later. 


The club, modeled on gentlemen’s clubs in London, became a 
place where the members, most of them Mayflower descendants and 
many of them Harvard graduates, argued the policies of Tories and 
Whigs. Tories supported the Crown, the role of the king as head of 
the church, and the traditional structure of a parliamentary 
monarchy; Whigs, while certainly not Rebels, sought limited 
political and social reform. They mischievously noted that “Tory” 
sounded like the Irish word for “outlaw.” The Whigs’ name could 
probably be traced to “whiggamore,” the label for seventeenth- 
century Scottish rebels. Both sides could sometimes agree on such 
matters as property rights and excessive taxes. 


Colonists followed in the steps of the motherland’s Whigs, who 
believed that the Crown, the House of Lords, and the House of 
Commons should share power. In the colonies a governor was 
likened to the king, a council to the House of Lords, and a local 
assembly to the House of Commons. (In Massachusetts the 
legislature was formally known as the Great and General Court.) But 
by 1769, in the club and throughout the colonies, the debate was 
moving toward a sharp division between the Tory champions of the 


king and the Whig champions of what was politely called 
“opposition to ministerial measures,” a phrase that placed the blame 
for perceived ill rule on the king’s ministers, not on King George III. 


“Loyalist” was emerging as the word for an opponent of a 
“Patriot.” There would have been no need to be labeled loyal to the 
king if the Rebels had not dared to challenge royal authority. And, 
as violent rebellion neared, Plymouth men and women who called 
themselves Loyalists saw themselves as the real Americans, the 
people who descended from the original Americans—the 
Mayflower‘s passengers. Here in Plymouth the Loyalists began the 
tradition that, as descendants of the Mayflower voyagers, they had 
been called by fate, or more likely God, to preserve what the 
Mayflower immigrants had begun. Americans of future centuries 
would continue the idea that being a Mayflower descendant was the 
ultimate American pedigree. Yet Plymouth’s Mayflower descendants 
were British subjects who believed that the future of America lay in 


royal rule rather than in rebellion.* 


One club member, Edward Winslow, was the great-grandson of 
Edward Winslow, who had arrived on the Mayflower and later 
served as a governor of the Plymouth Colony. The Edward Winslow 
of 1769 had inherited the belief that the rebellion, brewing mostly 
in Boston, was rooted in the trial and beheading of King Charles I in 
1649. After the restoration of the monarchy with the coronation of 
Charles II in 1660, two of the judges who condemned his father— 
regicides, as they were known—had fled to America. Puritans in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts had hidden the judges, thwarting 
royal pursuers. “The seeds of rebellion were thus sown,” wrote a 
Loyalist historian. “... . The Pilgrim fathers of Plymouth were as a 
rule tolerant, non-persecuting and loyal to the king; but the Puritans 

. were intolerant of all religionists who did not conform to their 
mode of worship.”° Religion remained an issue as colonists took 
sides in the 1770s, when virtually every Anglican clergyman in 
America became a Loyalist, and Presbyterians were labeled Rebels. 


Winslow’s leadership, like that of his great-grandfather, would 
focus on Plymouth. But eventually he would become an important 
leader of Loyalists beyond his native town. In 1769 he was four 
years past hisplayboy days at Harvard and was destined to inherit 
the posts that had been held by his father: registrar of wills, clerk of 
the Court of General Sessions, and naval officer of the port (a civil, 
not a military, post). As a friend of Chief Justice Peter Oliver and 
Governor Thomas Hutchinson, Winslow would join the Loyalist 


inner circle in Boston.® 


Like so many colonists, the Old Colony Club members were 
changing from Britons who happened to live overseas to Americans 
who were choosing sides or wondering whether sides really had to 
be chosen. Tories hailed Britain’s imperial power while Whigs 
argued against what they saw as the excesses of British power: the 
royal proclamation forbidding settlements west of the Appalachians; 
increased duties on sugar, textiles, and coffee; the outlawing of 
colonial currency. As criticism of the Crown and Parliament kindled 
suspicions of disloyalty, many Tories declared themselves to be 
Loyalists. Some radical Whigs began calling themselves Patriots. 


Among the dozen toasts made at the club on that first Forefathers’ 
Day, the looming crisis was only mildly acknowledged. One wished 
for a “speedy and lasting union between Great Britain and her 
colonies.” Records of the meal and the toasts survive, but there is no 
mention of what the twelve members and their guests had to say 
about the troubles that were clouding their little world of Plymouth, 


about thirty-five miles from the tumult in Boston.’ Other records— 
military muster rolls of Tories and Patriots, Tory petitions to the 
Crown, proclamations of Tory banishment, land records for exiles in 
Nova Scotia, pension appeals from Continental Army veterans— 
show that the futures of these men and tens of thousands of others 
were caught up in a revolution that was also a civil war. 


Winslow and the other Tories in the club aspired to take 


advantage of their birth and station by gaining posts in the royal 
colonial government or benefiting from its largesse. This was the 


core of Tory power—the governors, the judges, the customs officials, 
and the bureaucrats who served the Crown. Radiating out from that 
core were Anglican clergymen and their leading parishioners— 
merchants, shipowners, landed gentry—who supported the idea of a 
British Empire that drew its supremacy from the Crown and 
dispensed its benefits upon the chosen in the colonies. They believed 
most of all in a well-ordered society; they abhorred and, in the 
1760s, were beginning to fear a challenging class: the radical Whigs, 
or the Patriots, as they became known, who envisioned a new kind 
of society, rooted in America and only loosely tied to Britain. 


The Old Colony Club was founded at a crossroads in a 
revolutionary time. Four years before had come the Stamp Act, so 
called because colonists had to pay for stamps when buying a 
newspaper, calendar, marriage license, deck of playing cards, or pair 
of dice. (Such stamps were in use in Britain; some still are.) 
Parliament had justified this new tax as a way to finance the 
maintenance of soldiers sent to the colonies to defend their frontiers 
against hostile Indians—and to defend British interests in North 
America. The French and Indian War had ended in 1763 with 
victory for Britain and the addition of French Canada to British 
colonial territory. But the war had been costly and worldwide, 
ranging across the globe from Europe and North America to India. 
The expanded British Empire needed to pay for its upkeep, and the 
money would come from taxes paid by colonists. 


Since 1675 the colonies had been ultimately governed by a 
standing committee of the King’s Privy Council—the Lords of the 
Committee of Trade and Plantations, familiarly known as the Lords 
of Trade. Royal governors reported to the Lords of Trade, and ever 
since the Stamp Act crisis, accounts of unrest filled the reports. The 
governors were expected to rule their colonies with the aid of their 
legislatures. If the legislatures began to veer away from the policies 
that originated in Britain, governors could dissolve them and 
assume dictatorial power. 


Demands for repeal of the Stamp Act swept through the colonies. 
Officials were hanged in effigy in British colonies from Nova Scotia 


to the West Indies. In the Virginia House of Burgesses, twenty-nine- 
year-old Patrick Henry made his “if this be treason” speech, bringing 
to life a Patriot doctrine: Only colonial legislatures should havethe 


right to levy taxes on their citizens.2 A Stamp Act Congress met in 
New York City, producing a united front, not only to protest the 
stamps and boycott British imports but also to send a reminder to 
the king and Parliament in the form of a Declaration of Rights, 
which declared: “It is inseparably essential to the freedom of a 
people, and the undoubted right of Englishmen, that no taxes be 
imposed on them, but with their own consent, given personally, or 


by their representatives.”? In Boston and New York City, a secret 
organization called the Sons of Liberty emerged to fight the Stamp 
Act through a boycott of British imports. 


Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in March 1766. Merchants 
began selling British goods again, and American tempers cooled. But 
in 1767 Parliament struck again, this time passing the Townshend 
Acts, named after Charles Townshend, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The new laws tightened the Crown’s grip on the colonies 
by setting up a board of customs commissioners in Boston and 
admiralty courts in Boston, Philadelphia, and Charleston, South 
Carolina. The courts began to crack down on shipowners and 
importers who had evaded taxes by smuggling goods into secret 
harbors or ports manned by corrupt officials. 


Honest customs officials searching for contraband were given the 
specific right to wield writs of assistance, powerful search warrants 
used in contraband searches even of private homes. The new writs 
aggravated Americans. Added to long-standing taxes on such 
imports as wine and clothing were new taxes on imported paint, 
paper, glass, lead, and tea. The new revenues would be used to pay 
the salaries of royal colonial officials, taking that power of the purse 
away from the colonies. Parliament also suspended the New York 
assembly in punishment for that colony’s objection to feeding and 
housing British soldiers. 


In June 1768 enforcement of the Townshend Acts led to the 
seizure of John Hancock’s sloop Liberty, which carried a smuggled 
cargo of Madeira wine into Boston Harbor. Hancock, reputedly the 
wealthiest man in New England, was a Boston selectman and a 
leading Patriot with solid connections to the Sons of Liberty. 
Boston’s wharves became a stage for the Sons to tread. They stirred 
up a small-scale riot, bullied the customs men, and celebrated when 


the charges against Hancock were dropped.'° Colonists, reprising 
their moves against the Stamp Act, again started boycotting British 
imports. Gangs threatened Tory merchants who defied the ban. 
Rumors spread that Royal Governor Francis Bernard would be 


assassinated.!1 


People showed their support for the Liberty by singing the “Liberty 
Song” (to the rollicking tune of “Hearts of Oak,” a well-known Royal 
Navy air): 


Come join hand in hand, brave Americans all, And rouse your bold 
hearts at fair Liberty’s call; No tyrannous acts shall suppress your just 


claim, Or stain with dishonor America’s name. 


The last verse told anyone who wondered that “Liberty’s call” 
certainly did not mean independence from Britain or disloyalty 
toward King George III: 


This bumper* I crown for our sovereign’s health, And this for 
Britannia’s glory and wealth; That wealth, and that glory immortal 
may be, If she is but just, and we are but free,12 

The song was written by John Dickinson, a onetime conservative 
Pennsylvanian who had attended the Stamp Act Congress and 
become a Patriot. He sent the song to his friend James Otis, Jr., in 
Boston, who saw that it was printed in the Boston Gazette; 
newspapers throughout the colonies republished it. 

Otis, a Tory in a long family line of influential Tories, married the 
Tory daughter of a Boston merchant. His sister Mercy Otis was 
married to James Warren, a member of the Old Colony Club. 


Warren, previously a royal sheriff, became a Patriot and was 
destined to be aleader in the Revolution. Mercy Otis Warren would 
become a playwright whose works skewered royal officials, 
especially future governor Thomas Hutchinson. 


James Otis set up a legal practice in Boston and became what 
Patriots called a “placeman,” a royal appointee given his job as a 
political reward. Otis had been advocate general of the vice 
admiralty court when his conversion to Patriot began. Believing that 
writs of assistance violated basic British rights, he quit his royal post 
to represent merchants complaining about the injustice of the writs. 
Otis’s eloquent but unsuccessful plea—” A man’s house is his castle” 
was his phrase—impressed young John Adams, who was in the 
courtroom. Otis’s conversion haunted his marriage. His wife 
remained a Tory. One daughter married a British officer; the other 


married the son of a Continental Army general.!° 


John Adams’s cousin, Samuel Adams, was a radical leader in the 
Massachusetts legislature. He and Otis composed a circular letter 
protesting the Townshend Acts, sent from the Massachusetts 
legislature to other colonies. In response the British government 
ordered the legislature to rescind the letter and told Governor 
Bernard to dismiss the legislature if its members refused. Hancock 
called a protest meeting with a proclamation that lamented “this 
dark and difficult Season” and asserted the right of “American 


Subjects” to petition “their gracious Sovereign.”!+ Representatives 
from ninety-six Massachusetts towns attended the meeting and 
urged the legislators to uphold the defiant act. They did, by a vote 
of 92 to 17. 


Some Sons of Liberty commissioned their fellow Son, Paul Revere, 
to fashion a silver punch bowl—dubbed the “Liberty Bowl,” which 
honored “the glorious nwery-rwo ... who, undaunted by the insolent 
Menaces of Villains in Power, from a strict Regard to Conscience, 


and the termes of their Constituents ... Voted norro rescinp.”!? 


Governor Bernard realized he could not rely on militiamen or 
hardly anyone else in Massachusetts to help him enforce the law. 


Both sides had lawbreaking leaders. Hancock, who made much of 
his fortune as a second-generation smuggler, was nevertheless 
captain of the Independent Company of Cadets, also known as the 


“Governor Own.”!© (Though the governor admitted a fondness for 
tax-free Madeira, he had the good sense not to get it from Hancock; 


Bernard’s wine came from a smuggler in Cape Cod.)!” 


In July Bernard sought the aid of Lt. Gen. Thomas Gage, 
commander in chief of British forces in North America. Bernard sent 
off a courier with a letter to Gage’s headquarters in New York City. 
“All real Power is in the hands of the lowest Class,” Bernard 


wrote.!® Gage sent four thousand troops to Boston—a ratio of one 


Redcoat to every four citizens.!? 


Loyalists welcomed the Redcoats as protectors; Patriots and their 
supporters in the streets saw the soldiers as an occupation force, 
sent by Britain to tame or even punish dissent. The first wave of 
troops and their cannons disembarked in October on Boston’s Long 
Wharf, and, in the words of Paul Revere, they “Formed and Marched 
with insolent Parade ..., Drums beating, Fifes playing and Colours 


flying.”2° 


Most troops, unable to find quarters, encamped on the Common.7! 


John Hancock, looking down from his mansion on Beacon Hill, 
could see them going through their drills. More troops arrived in 
November. The city council barred soldiers from invoking the 
Quartering Act because there were sufficient barracks in Castle 
William, a harbor fortress. Rather than post the troops that far from 


anticipated trouble, officers rented buildings in town as barracks.?2 
Many officers were welcomed as long-term guests in Loyalist homes, 
forming bonds that would have profound effects on the future lives 
of Loyalist families. 


Governor Bernard became the target of seething hatred. Sam 
Adams denounced him as “a Scourge to this Province, a curse to 


North America, and a Plague on the whole Empire.”2° What might 
once have been a political dispute among politicians had festered 


into street battles and the taunting of soldiers with shouts of 
“Bloodback!” and “Lobsterback!” as Redcoat patrols marched about 
the city. 


In May 1769, during an anti-Bernard riot in Cambridge, a mob 
swirled around the Harvard campus and stormed Harvard Hall. The 
rioters spied a portrait of Governor Bernard hanging in the 
diningroom. Someone whipped out a knife, stabbed the chest of the 
painted figure, cut out a piece of the canvas, and held it up, 
screaming that he had removed Bernard’s heart. 


John Singleton Copley, who had painted the portrait, restored 
Bernard’s heart, to the displeasure of many Patriots, who saw him as 


a budding Tory.?* Like many colonists, however, Copley was not 
taking sides: He painted about as many portraits of Tories as of 
Patriots. Among Copley’s subjects were Tory merchants, along with 
John Hancock and Sam Adams. One day he painted Paul Revere, 
and another day he painted General Gage or Gage’s beautiful 


American-born wife.2° 


The Sons of Liberty had once been a secret organization. Now as 
many as 350 Sons could picnic under sailcloth awnings on an 
August day near a friendly tavern and sing Dickinson’s “Liberty 
Song.” John Adams was there, noting in his diary that James Otis 
and Sam Adams were “promoting these Festivals, for they tinge the 
Minds of the People, they impregnate them with the sentiments of 


Liberty.”*° A month later, Otis was beaten up in a fist-and-cane 


coffeehouse brawl with a customs commissioner.” 


The Rebel-controlled legislature charged Bernard with conspiracy 
to “overthrow the present constitution of government in this colony” 
and unanimously voted to send King George a petition asking him to 
dismiss Bernard. The governor, who had often said that he longed 
for a visit to England, sailed in August. Sounds of citizens’ 
celebration were carried to his ears on the fair wind that sped his 


ship away from Boston.7® 


A hated royal governor. Sons of Liberty. Street mobs. Redcoats—this 
was political life in Massachusetts at the end of 1769 as the Old 
Colony Club celebrated the first Forefathers’ Day. Words were 
hardening, and men were moving toward war. Loyalists were 
wotried about their personal safety. Patriots wanted more power to 
the people, and there was fear in the air. But so far the idea of 
independence had not surfaced. 


The political options of the club members in 1769 were evolving 
into dangerous and courageous choices that would determine where 
and how they would live the rest of their lives. And, in the raging 
years ahead, similar choices would be made by colonists in every 
layer of society. 


The president of the club and one of its founders, Isaac Lothrop, 
was a Patriot, as was his brother Thomas, although they were the 
sons of a royally appointed judge and steadfast Loyalist. Isaac joined 
Plymouth’s Committee of Correspondence, one of numerous such 
groups that the Sons of Liberty fostered throughout the colonies. By 
local tradition the idea of such committees had come from 


Plymouth’s James Warren, a member of the club.?? The duties of 
Committees of Correspondence ranged from keeping the colonies in 
touch with one another to exposing secret Loyalists and spies. 
Eventually some committees demanded that people suspected of 
Loyalist sympathies swear oaths of allegiance to the Patriot cause. 


Another founder, John Watson, although known to be a Loyalist 
at heart, paid a price to remain on good terms with Patriots in 
Plymouth: He was one of the thousands of Americans who took a 
pro-Patriot oath while harboring doubts or secret opposition. 
Member Oakes Angier, after wavering, became a Patriot. Founder 
Elkanah Watson, a stauncher Patriot, saw his young son and 
namesake become a courier for Gen. George Washington. 


Thomas Mayhew, Jr., became a lieutenant in the militia and 
marched off to Boston to serve in the Continental Army under 
Washington. Alexander Scammell and Peleg Wadsworth were both 
Harvard graduates and teachers in Plymouth. Their pro-Patriot 


feelings did not cost them their jobs because the Sons of Liberty 
were gaining power in Plymouth. Scammell and Wadsworth both 
joined the Continental Army and rose to the rank of general; 
Scammell would be killed in the last days of the war. 


Elkanah Cushman, like many Loyalists who lived near Boston, 
sought sanctuary in the city, where Redcoats offered protection from 
Patriot mobs. Cornelius White joined the British and was lost at sea 
in 1779 while ferrying supplies from Halifax, Nova Scotia, to 
British-held New York. John Thomas fled to British Nova Scotia 
around 1780. Gideon White, Jr., whose great-grandfather, Peregrine 
White, had been born aboard the Mayflower, also chose the Tory 
side. At least three other Loyalist members would take up arms 


against fellow Americans.*° 


By the time the Old Colony Club got ready for its second 
Forefathers’ Day celebration in 1770, a new revolutionary wave had 
swept over the colonies. On January 17, in New York City, British 
soldiers cut down a Liberty pole erected and cherished by the Sons 
of Liberty. Bayonet-wielding Redcoats fought Sons and _ their 
supporters armed with cutlasses and clubs. Several soldiers and 


rioters were wounded, but no one died.*! 


In Boston the Sons were protesting import taxes by urging 
merchants to refuse to deal in British goods. Appeals for support 
went out to many places, including Plymouth. The Sons published 
the names of Loyalist merchants who refused to support the Patriots’ 
nonimportation campaign. One, Theophilus Lillie, a dry-goods 
dealer, responded in the pro-Loyalist Boston Chronicle. Lillie used a 
fundamental Loyalist argument—better to be ruled by a king than 
by a mob: “It always seemed strange to me that people who contend 
so much for civil and religious liberty should be so ready to deprive 
others of their natural liberty... . If one set of private subjects may 
at any time take upon themselves to punish another set of private 
subjects just when they please, it’s such a sort of government as I 
never heard of before... . I had rather be a slave under one master 


(for if I know who he is I may perhaps be able to please him) than a 
slave to a hundred or more whom I don’t know where to find, nor 


what they will expect of me.”° 


A gang of boys put up an effigy of Lillie outside his shop and 
noisily picketed it to drive off customers. On Thursday, February 22, 
Ebenezer Richardson, a fifty-two-year-old Loyalist, went to Lillie’s 
shop and, by trying to destroy the effigy, drew a raucous crowd. He 
was well known to Patriots, and his work as a secret informer 
toroyal officials had won him a customs post. Thursday was market 
day and a half day for schoolchildren, which made it a great day for 
crowd gathering. Richardson fled to his home, got his musket, and 
from a second-story window fired at the crowd. Christopher Seider, 
the ten-year-old son of German immigrants, fell, mortally shot in the 
head and chest. Another young boy, shot in the hand and legs, 


survived.?2 


The mob burst into Richardson’s house, grabbed him and another 
man, and probably would have hanged him had not a Patriot leader 
steered the mob toward a justice of the peace. Richardson was jailed 
and later tried before Thomas Hutchinson, the royal lieutenant 
governor and chief justice. Hutchinson himself had seen the wrath 
of a mob one night in August 1765 when Stamp Act protesters broke 
into his mansion, nearly demolished it, and “scattered or destroyed 
all the manuscripts and other papers I had been collecting for 30 


years.”°* Hutchinson, who would soon become royal governor, put 
Richardson on trial. He was convicted of murder, but Hutchinson 
did not sentence him to execution. (Some time later Richardson 
received a royal pardon and slipped out of Boston to a new customs 
post in Philadelphia.)*° 

The Sons of Liberty staged a martyr’s funeral for the boy. About 
two thousand people marched behind his coffin, and former slave 
Phillis Wheatley, already famed as a black poet, wrote a memorial 
poem, claiming that “The Tory chiefs” made the boy “Ripe for 
destruction.”°° The killing and the funeral fired up smoldering 
resentment against Loyalists and the Redcoats. A week after the 


funeral, an encounter between a lone British sentry and a rock- 
throwing mob brought other soldiers and Capt. Thomas Preston to 
the scene. For tense moments the crowd taunted the Redcoats, 
whose muskets were loaded and aimed. Without an order from 
Preston, soldiers fired, killing three men and fatally wounding two 
others. 


Paul Revere quickly produced color prints of “The Bloody 
Massacre perpetrated in King Street,” giving a sensational title to a 


propaganda image that would further the Patriot cause.*” In the 
murder trial of Preston and his soldiers, John Adams successfully 
defended 


Preston and six Redcoats, producing testimony that contradicted 
Revere’s image. Adams also got two other soldiers’ murder charge 
reduced to manslaughter: Each had an M-for-murder branded on his 
right thumb. Adams won few friends among ardent Patriots by 
describing the mob as “a motley rabble of saucy boys, negroes and 


molattoes, Irish teagues and outlandish jack tarrs.”°° 


The Boston Massacre, as it would be known in Patriot writings 
and oratory, produced a quick response in Plymouth, where 
selectmen unanimously endorsed a report drawn up by a committee 
that included at least two Rebel members of the Old Colony Club. 
The report, formally answering the Boston Patriots’ request for 
support, said: “Every man not destitute of the principle of freedom 
and independence, and that has sensibility enough to feel the least 
glow of patriotism, must at this time be strongly impressed with a 
sense of the misfortunes of their country in general and of the town 


of Boston in particular.”°? 


The murder of Christopher Seider—along with the massacre and 
Plymouth’s emotional response—dampened the club’s preparation 
for Forefathers’ Day. But in April 1770 came the repeal of all the 
Townshend taxes except for the one on tea. The repeal temporarily 
calmed the restive colonies and the Patriots of Plymouth. The 


second Forefathers’ Day went smoothly. Edward Winslow spoke, 
paying homage to his ancestors but making no direct reference to 
what was going on around him. 


By 1772 no one could ignore the rising rebellion. In June, Rhode 
Island Patriots seized the Royal Navy’s eight-gun schooner Gaspee, 
which had run aground while in pursuit of a suspected smuggler. 
One of the boarders shot the Gaspee’s captain, ordered the crew to 
abandon the ship, and then set it afire. British officials offered a 
reward for information about the raiders, but no one came forward. 
The attack provided Gage with another example of the growing 
audacity of the Rebels. 


Plymouth’s revolutionary playwright Mercy Otis Warren in 1772 
anonymously published The Adulateur, a satire that cast Hutchinson 
as “Rapatio,” a villain intent on raping a colony called Upper Servia. 
One of Rapatio’s henchmen tells of a plan to subdue the citizens: 


“... cramp their trade till pale-eyed Poverty Haunts all their streets and 
frowns destruction on, While many a poor man, leaning on his staff, 


Beholds a numerous famished offspring round him, Who weep for 


bread”40 


Mercy’s anti-Hutchinson theme reflected the mood in Plymouth, 
where Patriots were in the majority. In Boston events were moving 
faster than Hutchinson could handle. “I am in a helpless state,” he 


said in a letter to Governor William Tryon of New York.*! Edward 
Winslow realized that he could remain aloof no longer. He had to 
try to keep Plymouth from plunging into the Boston maelstrom. 


Parliament’s decision to retain the tax on tea had produced a 
highly effective boycott, pushing the principal source of Indian tea, 
the powerful East India Company, toward bankruptcy. To aid the 
well-connected company, Parliament in May 1773 passed the Tea 
Act, which gave the company a monopoly and allowed a bypass of a 
previous tax on tea that entered Britain from India. The act set a tea 
tax so low that the total price was less than a colonist would have to 
pay a smuggler. Once the tea reached America, it was to be to be 


entrusted to, and marketed by, special consignees—a new plum for 


loyal subjects.*? Parliament and the Crown believed that the Tea Act 
would end the costly tea boycott. “The ministry believe,” wrote Ben 
Franklin from London, “that threepence on a pound of tea, of which 
one does not perhaps drink ten pounds a year, is sufficient to 


overcome all the patriotism of an American.”*° 


In August the names of the consignees, ostensibly selected by the 
East India Company, were revealed. The Sons of Liberty could not 
have asked for a better example of how the British government 
dispensed power and riches to a class whose members called 
themselves Friends of the King. The consignees included Thomas 
and Elisha Hutchinson, sons of the governor; wealthy merchant 
Richard Clarke, the father-in-law of both Thomas Hutchinson, Jr., 
and John Singleton Copley; and Joshua Winslow, one of the many 


privileged Winslows—and one of Copley’s many Loyalist clients.** 


Copley had been rising in the Boston social world since his 
marriage to Clarke’s daughter, Susannah Farnum Clarke. On her 
mother’s side, Susannah was the descendant of a Mayflower 
passenger who, by family tradition, was so eager to reach shore that 
she jumped from the shallop and waded through the surf, becoming 


the first woman of the Mayflower to set foot on American soil.*° 
Copley had a fine home on Beacon Hill, and he dressed in the 
fashion befitting a man of the upper class. Now he was beginning to 
wonder whether he could live—and paint—in Boston without taking 


sides.*° 


The tea crisis built through November. Patriot leaders, in a move 
reminiscent of Stamp Act strategy, demanded that the consignees 
resign, a prudent move taken by consignees in Philadelphia and 
New York but not in Boston. A mob attacked Clarke’s home, yelling 
threats and breaking windows. All the Boston consignees appealed 
to Hutchinson for protection. The Dartmouth, first of the tea ships, 
arrived in Boston Harbor. A meeting called the “Body of the People” 


demanded that the Dartmouth leave. Hutchinson suspected that Sam 
Adams was planning to somehow destroy the tea.*” He was right. 


When a Plymouth town meeting endorsed the happenings in 
Boston, Edward Winslow reacted by declaring that it was “an affront 


to the common sense of mankind.”4® Club member James Warren, 
who attended the town meeting, archly noted: “Little Ned Winslow 
(one of my Cousins) with a few other Insignificant Tories appeared 
at the meeting and played their Game by holding up the Terrors of 
the Governor’s Proclamation which rather served us_ than 
themselves. From these Gentry in this Town we have little to 


fear.”*9 


The crisis was escalating. “The flame is kindled and like 
lightening it catches from soul to soul,” John Adams’s wife, Abigail, 


wrote to her friend Mercy Otis Warren.°? Copley tried in vain to 
negotiate an end to the impasse between the Sons of Liberty and 
Hutchinson. Two more tea ships, the Eleanor and the Beaver, arrived 
in Boston Harbor. No merchant would take the chance of 
challenging the Rebels by trying to unload the tea. Hutchinson 
refused to allow the ships to leave until the tea tax was paid. 


Then, on the rainy morning of December 16, more than five 
thousand people gathered at the Old South Meeting House. Many of 
them waited through the day for word that Hutchinson had changed 
his mind. Finally, late in the afternoon, when a few candles were 
feebly lighting the assembly, Sam Adams rose to end the meeting 
with the words, “This meeting can do nothing more to save the 
country!” Those words have been handed down as the signal for 
launching a well-planned attack on the tea. Someone shouted, 


“Boston Harbor a teapot tonight!”°! 


Scores of men, their number unknown and their identities secret, 
headed for Griffin’s Wharf. Many smeared dust or soot on their faces 
and wielded hatchets, thinly disguising themselves as Indians. A 
number of them, according to a Boston blacksmith, were young men 
like him: “apprentices and journeymen ... living with tory masters.” 


They boarded the ships, hacked open more than three hundred 


crates, and dumped their contents into the harbor.°? “This 
Destruction of the Tea,” John Adams wrote in his diary, “is so bold, 
so daring, so firm, intrepid & inflexible ... that I cannot but consider 


it as an Epocha in History.”°? New York City Patriots also dumped 
tea into their harbor; tea ships were set afire off Annapolis; in 
Philadelphia, “the Committee of Tarring and Feathering” warned a 


tea ship captain to turn back, which he sensibly did;>* tea shipped 
to Charleston was unloaded, but Patriots locked it up and prevented 


it from being sold.°° All those cities transgressed—but only Boston 
would be punished. 


News and official reports traveled slowly. So it would not be until 
the spring of 1774 that the punishment would come in the form of 
what became known as the Intolerable Acts: Parliament closed the 
port of Boston until the dumped tea was paid for. Parliament gave 
all the royal governors new powers to ban town meetings and 
appoint justices and other law officers. Other acts of Parliament 
moved the capital of Massachusetts to Salem, barred trials in 
Massachusetts of British soldiers for murder or other capital 
offenses, required citizens to house and feed soldiers on demand and 
provide them with carriages “with able men to drive the same.” 
Another act expanded the territory of Quebec, enraging American 
colonists, who were prevented from settling on land they thought 
was rightly theirs rather than French-speaking Catholics’. 


The Old Colony Club had managed to celebrate Forefathers’ Day in 
1772. But by 1773 all but Loyalists had quit. The Patriots’ Plymouth 
Committee of Correspondence—some of whose members were also 
members of the club—invited the club to join with the committee in 
the celebration. The club, in words probably composed by Winslow, 
replied that the invitation was “so great an invasion of the liberties 
and privileges of the gentlemen of the town of Plymouth and the 


Old Colony Club that we cannot approve or comply with the 
same.”°° With those words the club was effectively abolished. 


At low tide on Forefathers’ Day in 1774, a band of Liberty Boys, 
as some of the Sons of Liberty were also called, escorted a wagon 
pulled by a long train of yoked oxen to a large rock on the Plymouth 
shore. The men, under the command of a future Continental Army 
colonel, dug around the embedded rock, dislodging it with 
manpower and jacks. As they raised the rock high enough to place it 
on the wagon, Plymouth Rock split in two. They let the bottom half 
drop back into its ocean bed and loaded the other half onto the 
wagon. 


The oxen pulled the wagon to the town square. There, half of 
Plymouth Rock was placed near a large elm and a newly erected 
Liberty pole from which flew a flag. On this Forefathers’ Day the 


words on the flag were “Liberty or Death.”°” 


* A cup or glass filled to the brim, especially one used for making a toast. 


2 
ARMING THE TORIES 
Massacnusetts, 1774-1775 


But, Oh! God bless our honest King The Lords and Commons, true. And if, 
next, Congress be the thing, Oh, bless that Congress, too! 


—” A Poor Man’s Advice to His Poor Neighbors,” a ballad! 


y 1774 Edward Winslow could not see any chance for 
By compromise To him the Sons of Liberty were enemies of his class 
—” Sons of Licentiousness,” a “sett of cursed, venal, worthless 


Raskalls.”* His words earned him a severe rebuke from a radical 
new local authority, the Plymouth County Convention, which 
charged that he had “betrayed the trust reposed in him” because of 


his openly Loyalist sympathies.* Winslow, fearing the end of the 
Plymouth that his dynasty had created and preserved, showed more 
than mere sympathy to Tory views. He believed that a civil war was 
breaking out and that Loyalists had to fight the Rebels (a label that 
the Sons of Liberty despised) to save the king’s colonies. Winslow 
met secretly with Governor Hutchinson, who authorized him to 


raise and maintain a “Tory Volunteer Company.”* 


This was not yet a Loyalist call to arms. Winslow wanted a 
security force that could protect citizens from roaming mobs that 
Loyalistscalled Rebels even though they often were made up of 
hoodlums with no greater cause than mischief or anger directed at 
the upper class by the lower. 


The Tory Volunteer Company kept Plymouth “in quiet long after 
all the towns in the neighborhood were in extreme confusion,” 


Winslow wrote.° He credited Hutchinson with approving the idea of 
mobilizing Loyalists. But it was Hutchinson’s successor, Lt. Gen. 
Thomas Gage, who carried out the plan. 


The arming of Loyalists was a reaction to a new wave of protests 
that had begun to roar across the colony on May 10, 1774, when 
Bostonians learned that Parliament had passed an act closing the 


Port of Boston.© Three days later, Gage, who had been on leave in 
England during the Boston Tea Party, arrived in Boston. The city, at 
least on the surface, and at least on that day, appeared peaceable. 
He was escorted by the elegantly uniformed Boston Cadets, whose 
commander was Col. John Hancock, and he was given a noisy 
welcome that included three volleys of musketry and three rousing 


cheers.’ 


Gage brought with him new powers bestowed by the king and the 
Earl of Dartmouth, principal secretary of state for North America. 
Gage’s traditional titles—vice admiral, captain general, and 
governor in chief—now in reality added up to the implicit title of 
military governor, for he was simultaneously royal governor and 
commander of British forces in North America. With the aid of the 
four regiments of British Army Regulars and a fleet of Royal Navy 
warships, he would rule over a military occupation of the city. 


Although Gage’s martial rule encompassed the entire colony, he 
focused his power on rebellious Boston while trying to keep close 
watch on the towns around the city. For this, he developed allies 
among leading Loyalists like Winslow. In early June, Gage moved 
the customs commissioners and their records from Boston to the 
relative safety of Plymouth, where Winslow was given a stipend for 


providing “an Office, fuel, and candles.”® Winslow’s work for the 
customs bureaucracy earned him additional umbrage from the 
Patriots. 


Gage knew that royal authority was rapidly waning, but he 
refrained from imposing harsh martial law. He saw no use in 
tryingto silence the Rebel newspapers. Freedom of the press had 
many defenders in Parliament, and nothing was to be gained by 


further inflaming the Rebels or giving Parliament another issue to 
debate. To prevent incidents he had ordered his officers not to wear 
sidearms. They thought that he was kowtowing to the Rebels. An 
officer, using the soldiers’ nickname for Gage, grumbled in his diary: 
“If a soldier errs in the least, who is more ready to complain than 


Tommy?”? 


Loyalists waited expectantly for him to crack down on the Rebels. 
Peter Oliver, a wealthy landowner and chief justice of the colony, 
hoped Gage would swiftly end the incipient rebellion by arresting 
Rebel leaders on charges of high treason, a hanging offense. But, 
Oliver added, “unhappily for the Publick, the People were 
disappointed & the Traitors felt theirselves out of Danger.” The 


reason, Oliver said, was “Timidity, in Suppression of Rebellion.”!° 


Gage, a longtime soldier trying to be a governor, would try to 
govern by sheathing his sword and picking up a pen: There would 
be no immediate arrests, no curfew, no raids on Rebel meeting 
places. 


Gage prorogued—discontinued without dissolving—the Great and 
General Court of Massachusetts and moved it from turbulent Boston 
to quieter Salem. Voters boldly responded by electing a provincial 
congress to replace the General Court. Gage canceled his call for a 
new legislative session. But the representatives kept meeting as a 
body. It was recognized by Patriots but not by Loyalists, although 
men of both persuasions were among the members. 


Sam Adams, looking beyond protests and mob action, wanted the 
legislature to vote to send delegates to a congress2 that would take 
up the Patriot cause. He knew that Gage would dissolve the 
legislature if his Loyalist informers heard of Adams’s plan. On June 
17, after secretly revealing his intentions to a few Patriot legislators, 
Adams moved that the legislature appoint a five-man delegation to a 
Continental Congress to meet in Philadelphia beginning on 
September”. 

Before any Loyalists could dash for the door, Adams locked it and 
pocketed the key, only relenting when a Tory member claimed to be 


ill and needed to leave. 


The suddenly cured delegate ran to find Gage, who immediately 
wrote an order dissolving the legislature and dispatched his 
secretary to the legislative chamber. When no one would admit him, 
the secretary read the order to some people standing in the outside 
hall. Behind the locked door the legislators voted 117 to 12 to send 
Sam Adams and John Adams to Philadelphia, along with Robert 
Treat Paine, a Patriot leader in Taunton, a Tory stronghold about 
thirty-five miles south of Boston; Thomas Cushing, a prominent 
Boston lawyer; and James Bowdoin, a wealthy Harvard graduate 
who shared with Ben Franklin an interest in electricity and the 


phosphorescence of the sea.!! 


The Virginia House of Burgesses in Williamsburg had also been 
officially shut down. But defiant members, including George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Patrick Henry, met at the 
nearby Raleigh Tavern and declared support for Massachusetts by 
agreeing not to import British goods. The declaration defied 
traditional British policy, which frowned on collaboration among 
colonies. In New York a committee consisting mostly of merchants 
also responded to Boston’s appeal. Committees of Correspondence 
kept the idea moving through the colonies. The result would be the 
First Continental Congress, attended by delegates from all the 


colonies except Georgia, the newest and least populous.!? 


Members of the Massachusetts General Court’s council, which 
served as a kind of upper house, had been elected in the past. Acting 
under the new law, Gage appointed members instead. The 
appointees were known as “mandamus councillors,” a reference to a 
royal writ of mandamus, from the Latin for “we command.” Gage 
nominated thirty-six councillors. Twelve immediately declined, and 
most of those who remained swiftly resigned, fearing retribution 


from the Sons of Liberty.!* 


Similarly, when Gage appointed royal judges, many declined to 
serve. And those who did agree to take the bench discovered that 
theycould not empanel juries because men who were summoned, 


including Paul Revere, would not even enter the courtroom. In some 


places people blockaded the courthouses.'* In Barnstable, on Cape 
Cod, for example, a crowd of about twelve hundred men gathered in 
front of the Court of Common Pleas and refused to allow the chief 
justice to enter after he demanded passage in the king’s name. The 


confrontation ended peacefully.'° But royal governance was 
disappearing from courthouses, just as it had from the legislature. 
All “civil Government, both Form & Substance,” had ended, Peter 
Oliver lamented. “The People now went upon modeling a new Form 
of Government, by Committees and Associations... . The wild Fire 


ran through all the Colonies.”!° 


The minutes of town meetings in Worcester, forty miles west of 
Boston, show how conflicts over the Intolerable Acts were turning 
neighbor against neighbor during that restive summer of 1774. Back 
in March, when Worcester held its annual meeting, townspeople 
voted to boycott tea until the tea tax was repealed. Twenty-six 
“Royalists” voted against the boycott. Shortly afterward forty-three 
people, all labeled Royalists, signed a petition to reconsider the 
vote. After a long and bitter debate in June, the petition was 
defeated. 


Now, with Gage in the governor’s chair, the Worcester Royalists 
were emboldened. Determined to air their beliefs, they filed with 
the town clerk a long statement that began by lamenting how 
“sober, peaceable men” in their town had been “deceived, deluded 
and led astray by the artful, crafty and insidious practices of some 
evil-minded and _ ill-disposed persons.” The Royalists’ statement 
denounced the tea dumpers in Boston and attacked the Committees 
of Correspondence, whose “dark and pernicious” actions were 
leading people toward “sedition, civil war, and Rebellion.” 


The town clerk, to the astonishment of the Worcester Patriots, 
allowed the statement to be treated like any other public document. 
The Boston Gazette learned of the statement and published it on July 


4. The Worcester Patriots, enraged, plotted retaliation.!” 


On August 22 a large force of men from Worcester and area 
towns, unarmed but marching “in military order,” assembled on the 
towncommon. A committee called on Timothy Paine, a mandamus 


councillor and father of a notorious Tory.'® Paine, fearing violence, 
agreed to resign. The marchers—a history of the town puts their 
number at three thousand—then headed for Main Street and formed 
a gauntlet that extended from the courthouse to the meetinghouse. 
A crowd gathered, wondering what was going on. Patriots pulled 
Royalists out of the crowd and pushed them into the gauntlet with 
Paine, forcing them all to stop frequently to read aloud their 


“acknowledgment of error and repentance.”!? 


Next, a smaller force—about five hundred men, according to the 
town history—headed for nearby Rutland and demanded the 
resignation of another new councillor, James Putnam, a fifty-year- 
old fifth-generation American. A renowned lawyer, he had served as 
a major in the French and Indian War. John Adams had boarded in 
Putnam’s home and studied law under him for two years while 


teaching school in Worcester.2° Putnam had been the leader of the 
Worcester group that had signed the anti-Patriot statement. He was 
not home when the protesters arrived, so one of them handed a 
member of his family a letter ordering Putnam to publish his 


resignation in Boston newspapers.7! 


Another mob, armed with clubs and muskets and numbering some 
fifteen hundred, confronted Daniel Murray, a designated councillor 
from Rutland, and demanded his promise to resign. They menaced 
him at first. But he was surprised to see them disperse “without 


doing the least damage to any part of the estate.”2? Still, the roving 
mobs frightened area Loyalists, several of whom collected firearms, 
ammunition, and food and gathered at Stone House Hill in 
Worcester, setting up defenses and transforming the house into what 
became known as the Tory Fort. They stayed there for about three 


weeks, awaiting a Patriot attack that never came.*° 


Putnam and scores of other Loyalists were also reviled as 
“Addressers” because they had signed printed copies of flowery 
statements, called “addresses,” lauding Gage after his arrival on May 
13, 1774, and Hutchinson, prior to his departure on June 1. One 
address to Hutchinson expressed “the entire satisfaction we feel at 


your wise, zealous, and faithful administration.”*4 An equally 
flattering tribute was presented to Gage, hailing him for his 
“experience, wisdom and moderation, in these troublesome and 


difficult times.”2° 


A broadside published by the Patriots identified the 123 
Addressers of Hutchinson, including relatives of placemen and 
artisans, such as jewelers and makers of chaises (open carriages, 
often with collapsible hoods), whose leading customers were 
Loyalists. Of the Addressers, 14 were officers of the Crown, and 63 
were merchants. 


Many Patriot tradesmen refused to serve Loyalists. Forty-three 
blacksmiths in Worcester County, for example, proclaimed that they 
would not do any work “for any person or persons commonly 
known by the name of tories.” The blacksmiths urged other Patriots 
“to shun their vineyards” and “withhold their commerce and 


supplies.”° 


Some of the Addressers attempted to ward off trouble by 
apologizing for “that unguarded action of ours,” hoping that their 
acts of contrition would restore them as “Partakers of that 
inestimable blessing, the good Will of our Neighbours, and the 


whole Community.”*” Repentance did little good. They were all 
marked men; even those who rejected Gage’s offer were denounced 
or threatened. 


The Patriots declared that no one should deal with mandamus 
councillors in any way. Jessie Dunbar, of Bridgewater, twenty miles 
west of Plymouth, defied the edict by buying livestock from 
Nathaniel Ray Thomas, a councillor and a leading Tory in 
Marshfield, thirty miles south of Boston. The original Edward 
Winslow had founded Marshfield in 1640. A road built then, 


connecting Plymouth with Marshfield, was probably America’s first; 


stretches of it still exist as the Pilgrim Trail.2° The original Winslow 
sold the original Thomas a large swath of Marshfield land, and the 
two families, generation after generation, remained connected there, 
by road and by heritage. 


Dunbar drove the animals he had bought from Thomas to 
Plymouth, where he skinned an ox and hoisted the carcass up on a 
rack for sale. Men who identified themselves as Sons of Liberty soon 
appeared, cut down the carcass, put it in a cart, and forced Dunbar 
into the ox’s sliced-open belly. They “carted” him, as they called 
theordeal, for about four miles, charged him a dollar for the ride, 
and then handed him over to a new mob whose members carted 
him for several more miles, extracted another dollar from him, and 
passed him on to a third mob in Duxbury. There his tormentors 
yanked him from the ox’s belly, then reached in to pluck out the 
beast’s entrails, which they used to whip him about his body and 


face.2? 


Duxbury bordered on Plymouth and had been settled in 1632 by 
Mayflower passengers, including storied Miles Standish. Loyalists in 
Duxbury reported that the local militia had spawned a number of 
“Minute Men,” volunteers who vowed to be ready to go into battle 
at a minute’s warning. The First Massachusetts Provincial Congress 
had directed that one-third of each militia consist of men and 
officers ready and equipped to respond swiftly to an alarm. Other 


colonies copied the Massachusetts system in various ways.°° 


Until the Revolution militias were royal military units, usually 
commanded by wealthy and influential officers commissioned by 
the Crown. As Patriots began rising to power, they formed 
provisional governments whose revolutionary acts included the 
abolition of royal militias. Many militiamen became self-appointed 
enforcers, harassing Tories and policing boycotts. The First 
Continental Congress urged Patriot leaders to control local militias. 
The second went further, advocating the election of militia officers 


and suggesting that militia companies form themselves into 
regiments controlled by elected provincial governors and 
legislatures. Loyalists eventually reacted by forming their own 
military units. 

Gage undoubtedly knew about the spreading minuteman 
movement through his intelligence network of Tory spies and 
informers. But, without disclosing his own knowledge, he politely 
replied to a letter of concern from Duxbury justices, promising that 
he would “take every step” in his power to “secure to them the 
peceable enjoyment of all their constitutional privileges.”*! 


One of the mandamus councillors who did not resign was Daniel 
Leonard, a_ thirty-four-year-old lawyer from Taunton. While 
representing Taunton in the legislature in the earlier 1770s, he had 
been an eloquent supporter of the Patriots, even though he was the 
son of a Loyalist judge. But Leonard the Patriot married an heiress 
and, as John Adams described Leonard’s metamorphosis, “He wore a 
broad gold lace round the rim of his hat, he had made his cloak 
glitter with laces still broader, he had set up his chariot and pair... . 
Not another lawyer in the province ... presumed to ride in a coach 


or chariot.”°* By 1774 Leonard was a committed Loyalist. 


“When I became satisfied that many innocent, unsuspecting 
persons were in danger of being seduced to their utter ruin, and the 
province of Massachusetts Bay in danger of being drenched with 
blood and carnage,” Leonard wrote to Gage, “I could restrain my 


emotions no longer.”°? 


Patriots in Taunton had tolerated Leonard until they learned that 


he had accepted Gage’s appointment as a councillor.*4 A huge mob 
gathered near Leonard’s home and began shouting threats. 
Leonard’s father stepped outside the mansion. Saying his son was in 
Boston, he promised to try to talk Daniel into resigning. The mob 
dispersed. The next night a smaller group appeared and, seeing a 


light in a bedroom, believed that Daniel was home. Someone fired a 
gun. The shot shattered the window of the bedroom window, 
narrowly missing Daniel’s pregnant wife in her bed. When the 
Leonard baby was born mentally disabled, the family blamed the 


terrifying shot in the night.*° 


In western Massachusetts, Gage had selected Israel Williams, a 
longtime legislator, to be a mandamus councillor. He, too, had 
declined the appointment. Nevertheless, one night a mob kidnapped 
the sixty-five-year-old. They brought him to a house several miles 
away and confined him to a room with a fireplace, locked the doors, 
built a fire, and then blocked the chimney. His captors kept 
Williams gasping for air until morning, when he stumbled out of the 
smoke-filled room and signed a paper that pledged his opposition to 


British authority.°° 
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Patriot mobs’ “smoking” treatment was so commonplace that 


John 


Trumbull used the term in references to Murray and Williams in a 
poem. Trumbull, a lawyer who had practiced with John Adams, was 
a Patriot poet best known for M’Fingal, a long poem that satirized 
Loyalists. It included these lines: 


Have you made Murray look less big, Or smoked old Williams to a 


Whig??/ 


Smoking and intimidation had mostly replaced tar and feathers, 
which had been the punishment of choice during Stamp Act days. 
The practice, which British torturers had been performing since the 


Crusades, was hurting the Patriot cause.*° “Americans were a 
strange sett of people,” a member of Parliament remarked in 1774, 
“.,. instead of making their claim by argument, they always chose to 


decide the matter by tarring and feathering.”°? After the Stamp Act 
protests died down, Patriot leaders tried to curb the mobs of 
Massachusetts; tarring and feathering dropped off, although one 
incident was well publicized. 


John Malcolm, a notorious customs informer, had beaten a Boston 
man with a cane. On January 25, 1774, avengers put Malcolm “into 
a Cart, Tarr’d & feathered him—carrying thro’ the principal Streets 
of this Town with a halter about him, from thence to the Gallows & 


Returned thro’ the Main Street making Great Noise & Huzzaing.”*° 


Redcoats in Boston chose to use the punishment on a civilian 
caught in a sting operation when he accepted a soldier’s offer to sell 
his musket. The man was stripped naked, covered with tar and 
feathers, placed in a cart, and escorted by fifes, drums, and about 
thirty grenadiers to the Liberty Tree, a venerable elm around which 
Patriots had been rallying since the Stamp Act protests. A large 
crowd of scowling citizens gathered and rescued the man as the 
parade about-faced and rapidly headed back to the British barracks. 


A protest to Gage went unanswered.*! 


By the summer of 1774, tension between Bostonians and Redcoats 
was growing and violence was spreading. In July, Jonathan Sewall, 
the Massachusetts attorney general, talked about the crisis with 
hislongtime friend John Adams. Their legal duties happened to put 
them at the same time in the northern part of the colony that was 
called Maine. They climbed a hill in Falmouth (now Portland) and 
were buffeted by the breezes of Casco Bay as they spoke. 


As one of the Massachusetts delegates to the Continental 
Congress, Adams would soon be off to Philadelphia. Sewall urged 
his friend not to go and to abandon the Patriot cause. “I answered,” 
Adams wrote in his diary, “that the die was now cast; I had passed 
the Rubicon. Swim or sink, live or die, survive or perish with my 


country was my unalterable determination.”*? 


Through the summer Rebel militiamen from several towns 
withdrew gunpowder from the Massachusetts Provincial Powder 
House about six miles northwest of Boston in what is now 
Somerville. The towerlike stone structure was topped by one of Ben 
Franklin’s lightning rods. 


In some way—probably through a Tory informer—word of the 
gunpowder removal reached Maj. Gen. William Brattle, the highest- 


ranking officer of the colony’s royal militia. 


Brattle, a remarkable man of many achievements, had not yet 
personally acted on the crisis. In one of John Singleton Copley’s 
earliest portraits, the large, imposing Brattle is presented in a 
dazzling gold-trimmed uniform. He lived a comfortable life in one of 
the mansions on a quiet street that curved along the Charles River in 
Cambridge, a street that became known as Tory Row. 


In Cambridge the Tories were a people apart. About 90 percent of 
the fifteen hundred residents were descendants of Puritans. They 
worshipped in Congregational churches and clung to their 
opposition to the Anglican Church. The Tories of Cambridge, many 
of whom owned sugar plantations in Jamaica and Antigua, lived on 
large adjacent estates along Tory Row and entertained one another 
with lavish dinners. They were all Anglicans who had built their 
own Christ Church down the street, near Harvard College. Each 
Tory family purchased a pew, allotting space in the rear for slaves 


and servants.‘ 


The church and Tory Row formed a little social world untouched 
by Boston. “Never had I chanced upon such an agreeable situation,” 
wrote the wife of a Hessian general who had lived nearby for a time. 
“Seven families, who were connected with each other, partly by the 
ties of relationship and partly by affection, had here farms, gardens, 
and magnificent houses, and not far off plantations of fruit. The 
owners of these were in the habit of daily meeting each other in the 
afternoons, now at the house of one, and now at another, and 


making themselves merry with music.”“*4 


Brattle, who graduated from Harvard in 1722 at the age of 
seventeen, had had three successful careers—clergyman, physician, 
lawyer—in his public life. But when rebellion began to brew, he 
became best known as a military officer. Outwardly he tried to 
maintain neutrality between Loyalists and Patriots. But he was 
secretly informing General Gage about Rebel activity in Cambridge. 
After learning about the steady removal of gunpowder, he passed 
the information to Gage. 


Gage moved quickly. In a smooth, predawn military operation, 
260 Redcoats slipped out of Boston Harbor in longboats, were 
rowed to a landing near the powder house, got the key from a royal 
sheriff, and carried off 250 half barrels of gunpowder, which they 
transported through Cambridge, Roxbury, and Dorchester to 
military headquarters at Castle William on Castle Island in the 


harbor.*° 


On September 1, after learning what had happened, Patriots set 
off what became known as the Powder Alarm. Church bells tolled. 
Drums banged. Thousands of Rebel militiamen mobilized. Express 
riders carried wild rumors—warships are shelling Boston, Redcoats 
are on the march—as far as Connecticut, where more musket- 
carrying men assembled. A mob of four thousand men swarmed into 
Cambridge and marched to Tory Row. 


Somehow Brattle’s letter to Gage had become public. In the words 
of John Rowe, a prominent Boston merchant, the letter “exasperated 
the country people against Brattle, so that he now takes refuge in 


Boston.”4° Brattle’s sudden desertion from Tory Row began an 
exodus of Loyalists to the protection of the Redcoats of Boston, 
establishing the city as a sancuary for Tories. 


The mob swarmed down Tory Row, shattering the windows of 


Jonathan Sewall’s mansion. His fast-thinking wife, Esther, talked the 
mob into leaving the house intact in exchange for the contents of 


Sewall’s well-stocked wine cellar.4” The next day mobs marched on 
the Cambridge courthouse in Harvard Square and _ successfully 
exacted resignations from two Tory judges serving as mandamus 
councillors. Later, Patriots stormed the mansion of Brattle’s good 
friend, Lt. Gov. Thomas Oliver, demanding his resignation. Oliver 
picked up a quill pen and wrote, “My house at Cambridge being 
surrounded by about four thousand people, in compliance with their 


demand I sign my name.”*® Patriot mobs also hunted down Col. 
David Phips, the sheriff who had given up the powder house key, 
and forced him to promise he would not enforce the new anti- 
Patriot laws. 


Patriots—” hoodlums,” the Loyalists called them—were openly 
asserting their power. Rowe’s diary tracks the swiftly growing crisis: 


Sept. 2—. A great number of people from the country are collected at 
Waltham, Watertown, and Cambridge, occasioned as tis reported from 
the behaviour of Gen1 Brattle... . [General Gage] has reinforced the 
entrance at the Neck [the only approach to the city by land]. 
Commissioner [of Customs] Hallowell has been insulted in his way 
through Cambridge; he fled for shelter to this town [Boston]. Sept 3— 
[Gage] sent four field pieces to Boston Neck... . Sept. 7—[Gage] has 
doubled the guards at the Neck, and I believe designs to fortify it.49 

In October a red flag emblazoned with the words “Liberty and 
Union” was raised on the town green of Taunton. Enraged Loyalists 
reacted by claiming that hoodlums were threatening to take over 
the town. Taunton’s militia was no longer royal; it was commanded 
by Col. David Cobb, a Patriot. His brother-in-law, Robert Treat 
Paine, was in Philadelphia, serving in the Continental Congress. 


Paine certainly was not a hoodlum. He had been a prosecuting 
attorney for the Crown in the Boston Massacre trial. Son of a 
minister and grandson of a Connecticut royal governor, he had 
graduated with honors from Harvard at the age of fourteen. He had 
served in the French and Indian War as a Congregationalist 
chaplain, Though hepossessed many of the attributes of a Loyalist, 
he had chosen the Patriot path. 


To Ned Winslow and many angry and fearful Loyalists like him, 
that path was leading toward civil war. They believed that a 
stronger military presence was needed in the towns outside of 
Boston, and they wrote to Gage asking that a warship be sent to 
Plymouth Harbor to provide an emergency exit for Loyalists whose 
escape to Boston would be barred by towns “where inhabitants are 


notorious factions & malicious.”°° 


Gage was obviously aware of Patriot activity in the countryside. 
Two companies of Redcoats—about one hundred men—patrolled 
the area around his secondary residence, an estate in Danvers about 


twenty-five miles north of Boston.°! But Gage hesitated to commit 
more of his men to Tory protection duty. 


Sometime around the beginning of 1775, two hundred of the 
“principal inhabitants” of Marshfield, asserting that they had been 
“insulted and intimidated by the licentious spirit that unhappily has 
been prevalent among the lower ranks of people in the 
Massachusetts Government,” asked Gage for troops “to assist in 
preserving the peace, and to check the insupportable insolence of 


the disaffected and turbulent.”°2 


Patriot selectmen from Plymouth and five other towns wrote to 
Gage protesting proposals to send troops out of Boston to protect 


Loyalists.°* Patriots in Plymouth threatened to march on Marshfield 
and drive the Loyalists from their farms. Marshfield Loyalists 
reacted by sending a horseman galloping off to Gage with an urgent 
plea for help. Gage ordered three officers and one hundred men of 
the Queen’s Guards to board two ships that sailed immediately to 
Marshfield. The ships also carried three hundred “stands of arms,” 
presumably for civilian soldiers. In those days a stand of arms 
usually consisted of a musket, a bayonet and a cartridge box, and 


belt.°4 


The Guards and their officers bivouacked on the vast Marshfield 
estate of Nathaniel Ray Thomas. “The King’s troops are very 
comfortably accommodated, and preserve the most _ exact 
discipline,” a Loyalist wrote, “and now every faithful subject to his 
King dare fullyutter his thoughts.” The commander of the unit, Capt. 
Nesbit Balfour, and other officers made themselves at home in 
Thomas’s mansion, even having a wine cellar built to Balfour’s 


specifications.°° 


When the Queen’s Guards marched into Marshfield, according to 
the Loyalists’ rollicking account of the Patriots’ panicky withdrawal, 
only about a dozen Rebel militiamen appeared—and then quickly 
disappeared. Gage sent the troops as a show of force against the 
socalled minutemen (a new, more frightening word than the old and 


familiar “militiamen”) who had begun to roam the country roads 
beyond the usual reach of his Boston Redcoats. Queen’s Guards 
escorted Loyalists when they set out on those roads. In one clash 
between the militiamen and a Redcoat patrol, a British sergeant 
threatened to shoot the militiamen if they failed to give up their 


arms. They had handed over their weapons.*° 


“Minutemen” became the Loyalists’ label for a new brand of 
Patriots—Rebels carrying muskets. In March 1775 a Loyalist had a 
harrowing encounter with three minutemen who pounded on his 
door and announced that they were going to carry him off to jail. 
When they refused to leave, 


I then took down my gun from where it hung, and ... all three Sprang 
upon me, Renched ye Gun out my hand, when my sick wife and all my 
children stood by, Screeching, Screaming & Crying, my wife begging, 
as if it was for her Life. I then Ran in to my Shop, and took my 
Sword... and Swore if they did not Leave the House I would Run them 
through... . I then told my little son to fetch me my horse and put on 
the saddle, which he did; I then, with my Every Day Clothes, went out 


of my house and mounted my Horse... . I Rode out, fast.°/ 


In Marshfield, as in nearby Taunton, the Patriot-Loyalist conflict 
was tearing the town apart. Some three hundred townspeople, 
including members of the Winslow family, belonged to the 
Associated Loyalists of Marshfield. On January 31, 1774, at a town 
meeting, a majority approved a resolution pledging loyalty to the 
king. From a town meeting on February 14 came a 
counterdeclaration pledging that Patriot townspeople would 


contribute their “last mite for the cause of liberty in the province.”°® 


The arrival in Marshfield of Captain Balfour and his Queen’s 
Guards temporarily quieted the town. Balfour, making his 
acquaintance of prominent Loyalists in the neighborhood, became a 
frequent guest at Winslow’s home. During one visit he offered to 
station some of his Guards in Plymouth. Winslow declined the 


suggestion because, he said, local Rebels would be inflamed by the 
sight of Redcoats on the streets of his town. 


When one of Balfour’s subordinates did stroll down a Plymouth 
street, a crowd surrounded him. He darted into an apothecary shop. 
Some people followed him in and demanded his sword. When he 
refused, they snatched it from him, broke it into pieces, and 


departed, satisfied with merely humiliating the officer.°? 


During a dinner at Winslow’s home, Winslow laid out to Balfour a 
plan to march some of the Guards from Marshfield to Plymouth to 
capture the Rebels who essentially ran free there. Balfour turned to 
one of the guests, John Watson, a member of the now-defunct Old 
Colony Club, and asked if the Rebels would fight back. “Yes, like 
devils,” Watson replied. Balfour politely turned down Winslow’s 


plan.©° 


Late one night in August 1774, a mob attacked Col. Thomas Gilbert 
of Freetown, about thirty-five miles south of Boston. Gilbert, a tough 
old soldier, fought off his assailants. Then the same mob fell upon 
Brig. Gen. Timothy Ruggles, who, “by his firm Resolution,” also 
emerged from a scuffle unharmed. But, said Tory chronicler Peter 
Oliver, “in Revenge” men in the mob cut off the tail and mane of 


one of Ruggles’s finest horses and painted the animal.®°! Another 
account says that his cattle were maimed and poisoned.®* Gilbert 
himself later wrote that several attempts were made on his life.®* 


Gilbert and Ruggles separately began planning the creation of 
Loyalist military forces that would fight the Patriots and their 
minutemen without dependence on Gage and his Redcoats. As 
proudcomrades in battle during the French and Indian War, they 
preferred to be addressed by their wartime ranks. Gilbert, who lived 
in the Tory-dominated Assonet section of Freetown, in effect took 
command of armed Loyalists in southeastern Massachusetts. He 
seems to have become the quartermaster general of the stands of 
arms that had been shipped with the Queen’s Guards sent to 


Marshfield. With Gage’s approval, Gilbert stored muskets, powder, 
and bullets in his home and, in his words, “collected and armed 


about 300 Loyalists, trained and Exercised them.”°* This would be 


the first Loyalist military corps raised in the colonies.® 


A fifth-generation American, Ruggles could claim, through his 
wife, a link going back to the beginning of the Plymouth Colony. 
President of the Stamp Act Congress of 1765, he had launched his 
career as a staunch Loyalist. But he had refused to sign the 


Declaration of Rights.°° He became a wealthy man, the owner or 
five farms. He kept thirty prized horses and maintained a deer park 


to entertain his hunting guests.°” 


Ruggles was distantly related to John Adams,°® who once wrote 
that Ruggles’s “grandeur consists in the quickness of his 
apprehension, steadiness of his attention, the boldness and strength 
of his thoughts and expressions, his strict honor, conscious 
superiority, contempt of meanness, &c.” After Ruggles became a 
militant Loyalist leader, Adams changed his assessment, 
condemning Ruggles’s behavior, accusing him of being governed by 
“pretended scruples and timidities,” and claiming that he was “held 


in utter contempt and derision by the whole continent.”©? 


All around him Ruggles saw that the Patriots—” a banditti, whose 


cruelties surpass those of savages””°—were organizing and uniting 


for war. Ruggles believed Loyalists should quickly do the same, 
forming a counterforce that he called the Loyal American 
Association. Its members would pledge, “with our lives and 
fortunes,” to “stand by and assist each other in the defence of life, 
liberty and property, whenever the same shall be attacked or 
endangered by any bodies of men, riotously assembled upon any 
pretence, or under any authority not warranted by the laws of the 


land.””! (The First Continental Congressused similar language, 
resolving that Americans “are entitled to life, liberty & property.”) 


Brigadier Ruggles was a stubborn, committed man. When he had 
been appointed a mandamus councillor and set off to Boston to be 


sworn in by Gates, he had to cross a bridge on the road out of 
Hardwick. At the head of a menacing crowd stood his Patriot 
brother Benjamin, the captain of a royal militia that was rapidly 
turning rebellious. Town tradition records the scene: 


Benjamin quietly faced his older brother and said that if he 
crossed the bridge he would never be allowed to return. 


“Brother Benjamin,” Timothy replied, “I shall come back—at the 
head of five hundred soldiers, if necessary.” 


“Brother Timothy,” Benjamin replied, “if you cross that bridge, 
this morning, you will certainly never cross it again—alive.” 


Timothy Ruggles turned, waved his hand to the crowd, and at a 
brisk military pace crossed the bridge.’ 


Ruggles’s proposed Loyal American Association would protect 
“the good people of the province.” Members of the association were 
to pledge that they would not submit to any rebellious assembly and 
would instead “enforce obedience” to the king and his laws; they 
would defend each other if imperiled by “any Committees, mobs, or 
unlawful Assemblies,” and, “if need be, will oppose and repel force 
with force.” Finally, if the person or property of any member of the 
association was injured and “full reparation” was refused, “we will 


have recourse to the natural law of Retaliation.””? Within three 
weeks, according to an enthusiastic Loyalist, 150 men of Marshfield 


signed up for the association.’* 


Not long after Ruggles’s plan became public, a band of Loyalists in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, signed an agreement that they would 
“defend and Protect Each other from Mob Riots or any unlawful 
attacks ... to the utmost Extremity.” Those Loyalists were reacting to 
the storming of William and Mary Castle, a crumbling fort about 
three miles offshore, by Portsmouth Patriots. After easily 
overpowering the British guards, the raiders carried off cannons, 
muskets, and one hundred barrels of gunpowder. John Wentworth, 
the New 


Hampshire royal governor, appealed to Gage for help. Two Royal 
Navy warships soon appeared off Portsmouth, and from one of them 
the governor borrowed twenty stands of arms for his newly formed 


Loyalist Association.’” Wentworth boarded one of the warships and, 
with his wife and infant son, sailed away to Boston hoping in vain 
that he could persuade Gage to save New Hampshire from the 


Rebels.”° 


On village greens from New England to South Carolina, Rebel 
militias were drilling. Patriot couriers were carrying messages from 
town to town and colony to colony. Georgia, which managed to 
send only one delegate to the Second Continental Congress, finally 
showed its solidarity in May 1775, when Sons of Liberty broke into 
a royal magazine in Savannah, stole gunpowder, and then shared it 


with South Carolina Rebels.”” The authority of the Continental 
Congress was spreading and showing itself, through the creation of 
provincial congresses and through “resolves” that ranged from 
military matters to social behavior. In Wilmington, North Carolina, 
for example, the Committee of Safety decreed that “Balls and 
Dancing at Public Houses are contrary to the Resolves of the 
General Congress” and warned a known Tory to withdraw her plans 
for a ball at her house. She stubbornly went on with the ball, 
apparently after some negotiating. But the committee issued a 


general warning against future dancing.’”® 


In Virginia delegates to the Virginia Convention met to approve 
acts of the Congress. To evade the royal governor—John Murray, 
the Earl of Dunmore—the delegates met in a church in Richmond 
instead of the royal capital of Williamsburg. On March 23 Patrick 
Henry proposed raising a Patriot militia and, to critics seeking 
conciliation, he declared: 


Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace—but there is no peace. The war is 
actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to 


our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the 


field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What 
wouldthey have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased 
at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not 


what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me 


death!”2 


In London, Parliament debated conciliation and then voted 


against the idea, 270 to 78.°° War now seemed inevitable; indeed, 
as Patrick Henry said, it had actually begun. Ruggles’s Loyal 
Americans was only a proposal. And Gilbert’s three hundred armed 
Loyalists were not members of a trained armed force. But Ruggles’s 
and Gilbert’s plans posed a strategic question for Gage: Would the 
Loyalists fight against their countrymen? 


* A convening of delegates who, while lacking legal powers, discussed and voted on 


resolutions describing their views. 


3 
FLEE OR FIGHT 


Massacuusetts, January-Aprit 1775 


The flame of Civil War is now broke out in America, and ... it will rage 
with a Violence equil to what it has ever done in any other Country... . 
I think that the people ... will adopt the proverb, which says, when the 
Sword of Rebellion is Drawn, the Sheath should be thrown away; 
Ocians of blood will be shed. 


—John Singleton Copley! 


esidents of Cambridge’s Tory Row who were harassed during the 
Rseptember Powder Alarm—William Brattle, Col. David Phips, Lt. 

Gov. Thomas Oliver, and others—fled to Boston, Gage’s 
garrisoned city. The exodus from towns near Boston had begun 
around the time that Governor Hutchinson sailed away and General 
Gage arrived. Those events had produced the “Addresser” 
phenomenon, which identified leading Loyalists, made them 
certified objects of Patriot wrath, and inspired John Trumbull to 
give them notoriety in M’Fingal— 


And look our list of placemen all over, 

Did heaven appoint our chief Judge Oliver, 
Fill that high bench with ignoramus, 

Or has it councils by mandamus? 

Who made that wit of water-gruel 

A judge of admiralty, Sewall? 

And were they not mere earthly struggles, 
That raised up Murray, say, and Ruggles? 


... Or by election pick out from us 


That Marshfield blunderer, Nat. Ray Thomas...?2 


Some fled from real or imagined mobs, taking their families with 
them, and some fled alone, all hoping that the rising storm soon 
would pass, that the Redcoats would prevail, that they could return 
to their homes and reclaim their lives. Israel Williams—the Tory 
who had been smoked—choose to sail to England, as did Jonathan 
Sewall, the former Massachusetts attorney general, and, after a 
sojourn in Philadelphia, former judge Samuel Curwen. 


Mrs. Curwen, a descendant of the Winslows of Plymouth, chose to 
stay in America, because, Curwen archly observed, “her 
apprehensions of danger from an incensed soldiery, a people 
licentious and enthusiastically mad and broken loose from all the 
restraints of law or religion being less terrible to her than a short 


passage on the ocean.”? In London, Curwen found “an army of New 
Englanders.” But, he added, “... My distress and anxiety for my 


friends and countrymen embitter every hour.”* 


John Singleton Copley, painter of Patriots and Loyalists, also 
sailed away, first to Italy for a tour through churches and galleries 
of great art, and then to London, where he became a member of the 
newly formed Loyalist Club. His wife sailed later. Copley, an 
Addresser, followed the family of his wealthy tea merchant father- 
in-law, who had been driven out of Boston by a mob. His half- 
brother, Henry Pelham, a committed Loyalist, remained awhile in 
Boston and started spying for Gage. “My hand trembles while I 
inform you that [the] Sword of Civil War is now unsheathd,” 
Pelham wrote in a letter to Copley. Soon after, Pelham joined 
Copley in London. Like many who chose refuge in England, Copley 


S 


and Pelham never returned to America.’ Eventually more than 


seven thousand Loyalists moved to England.° By the early spring of 
1775, hundreds of Massachusetts refugees, along with some from 


New Hampshire,’ were living in Boston. Most of them thought that 
Gates and his Redcoats would quickly put down any armed rebellion 


that might arise. Others, like the recruits for Ruggles’s Loyal 
American Association, believed that Gage would need the aid of 
armed volunteers. And some spewed invective. One refugee 
described the Patriots as “more savage and cruel than heathens or 
any other creatures and it is generally thought than devils.” Another 


“wanted to see the blood streaming from the hearts of the leaders.”® 


Most of the refugees moved their families into the homes of 
Boston friends. Others rented houses that had been vacated by 
jittery Bostonians—Loyalists, Patriots, and the undeclared—who had 
headed elsewhere, hoping that the move was temporary. Some men, 
such as former Old Colony Club member Gideon White, Jr., struck 
up social acquaintances with British officers and eventually joined 
the British Army. 


Loyalists who fraternized with British officers put themselves at 
risk. One was Thomas Amory. Although an Addresser of Gage, 
Amory was well liked and kept his Loyalist sympathies to himself. 
For a time he was not harassed. A merchant like his namesake 
father and grandfather, he lived in Milton, bordering on Boston, in 
the imposing house of a former royal governor. One night word 
reached the Patriots that Amory was entertaining some British 
officers. A brick-throwing mob attacked the house. One of the bricks 
smashed a windowpane in his young daughter’s room and landed on 
her bed. Amory stepped out to his porch and tried to calm the mob 
while the officers slipped out the back door and in the darkness 
made their way down a garden path that ended at the shore of the 
Neponset River estuary. They boarded a boat tied up at Amory’s 
pier, rowed to Boston Harbor, and went to their lodgings. Amory 


later moved to Watertown, about eight miles west of Boston.? 


The well-documented flight of the placemen, the Addressers, and 
other eminent Loyalists produced for posterity a distorted image of 
the refugees. Many ordinary families also sought the protection of 
General Gage’s Redcoats and marines. But documentation is scant 
about these lesser Loyalists. 


John Nutting of Cambridge is an exception. Born in 1739 to a 
mother who was soon to become a widow, he was apprenticed to a 
“housewright” in Reading, Massachusetts. After serving in a royal 
militia during the French and Indian War, he married his master’s 
daughter, built a house—” two story high, three rooms on a floor”— 
in Cambridge, and started a family. He prospered as a builder and 
an entrepreneur, importing to Boston timber from land he had 
bought in the Maine wilderness. 


Nutting had become a Tory, and when General Gage decided to 
empty the Massachusetts Provincial Powder House in September 
1774, Nutting somehow helped, perhaps as an informer and guide. 
This, in his words, “raised the resentment of the populace against 
him to such a Degree as obliged him to quit his House & Family, & 


take refuge in Boston.”!° He moved, followed shortly by his wife 
and six children, at a propitious time, for the chill of autumn was 
sweeping through the tented bivouacs of the British forces. 
Bostonians were not about to billet the shivering soldiers. So 
barracks had to be built, and few carpenters would sign on for the 
work. 


Nutting volunteered to serve as General Gage’s master carpenter, 
becoming, as he later wrote, “the first person of an American that 
entered into the King’s service when the troubles began.” Nutting 
recruited forty or so carpenters from other places, inspiring a Patriot 
warning that such work would “deem them as enemies to the rights 
and liberties of America.” Taking the warning seriously, the builders 


walked off the job.'! 


Carpenters imported from Canada and New Hampshire worked on 
the most crucially needed barracks, which housed the troops 
assigned to fortifications built on Boston Neck. Boston was then a 
near-island, attached to the mainland by a slender peninsula. Boston 
Harbor lay to the east and south, the Charles River on the north and 
west. Across the river rose the heights of Charlestown, and to the 
southeast loomed Dorchester Heights. 


By November the Boston Neck guardrooms “were not half 
finished, having neither fire places or Stoves fixed,” Lt. John Barker 
wrote in his diary. But after their stove was repaired, “we were 


pretty comfortable.”!* The post at the Neck, called “the Lines,” was 
a choke-point for people entering and leaving Boston. Gates and his 
troops could control the city. But Gates realized that if the Patriots 
started a war and managed to muster a large-enough army, they 
could take the high ground of Charlestown and Dorchester and lay 
an effective siege. 


Gage’s basic strategy was simple: Deprive the Patriots of an army 
by depriving them of gunpowder, muskets, and cannons. In October 
the king had ordered that no gunpowder or arms be exported to 
America. Patriots learned of this in December and stepped up their 


efforts to arm their militias.1° Responding quickly, Patriots in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, attacked Fort William and Mary and 
made off with its store of gunpowder. Patriots in Rhode Island 
snatched forty-four guns from Fort George at Newport and openly 


began supplying arms to militiamen. '* 


Gage reacted slowly. Following up on his September seizure that 
touched off the Powder Alarm, he ordered a strike against the 
Rebels of Salem, about twenty-five miles north of Boston. Gage was 
well informed about Rebel activities by Loyalist spies controlled by 
his principal intelligence officer, his brother-in-law Maj. Stephen 
Kemble. Like Mrs. Gage, Kemble was born in New Jersey and was 
more knowledgeable about Americans than typical British-born 
officers. Gage’s intelligence network served him well. Many of his 


agents were never identified.!° 


Dr. Benjamin Church, a Boston physician and member of the 
Patriots’ Committee of Correspondence, frequently wrote Patriot 
prose and poetry. A native of Newport, Rhode Island, he graduated 
from Harvard in 1754. He later studied medicine at the London 
Medical College and returned to America with an English wife. He 
was a member of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts and the 
Sons of Liberty. He was also a secret Tory and Gage’s best-placed 


spy, an operative that a modern spymaster would call a mole or 
penetration agent.!° 


From Church or one of his other agents, Gage learned about the 
Rebel arsenal in Salem, where, by February 1775, work was ending 
on a bold project to arm Patriots with cannons. Col. David Mason, 
as engineer for the Massachusetts Committee of Public Safety, had 
been a captain of British artillery in the French and Indian War. 
Somehow he had acquired about a dozen twelve-pounders, which 
had originally been emplaced at a French fortress in Canada. Now 
he was supervising their conversion to field cannons. Mason was the 
Renaissance man of Salem. He gilded and varnished carriages, 
painted portraits, tinkered with machinery, and gave paid lectures 
on electricity—a phenomenon he had discussed with his old friend 
Benjamin Franklin. Mason’s interests included the science of 


explosives. ‘7 


Mason had turned the fortress cannons and some others over to 
Robert Foster, a militia captain and a blacksmith. In his Salem 
workshop, Foster added carriages and modified the cannons with 
ironwork to Mason’s specifications. Mason’s wife and daughters 
were meanwhile sewing five thousand flannel powder bags for the 


cannons. !® 


Work on the cannons was almost completed when General Gage 
ordered a raid to seize the arms. He gave the mission to the 64th 
Infantry Regiment, which was stationed at Castle William. Members 
of that regiment could avoid being seen on the streets of Boston 
because they could directly be boarded onto a transport off Castle 
Island. About 250 men of the 64th sailed off on the night of 
Saturday, February 26, under the command of Lt. Col. Alexander 


Leslie. 19 


The troops were to sail to Marblehead, land there, march to 
nearby Salem, and confiscate the cannons. Paul Revere’s 
counterspies heard rumors of an expedition and sent three men to 
the waters near Castle Island to investigate. They were spotted, 


seized, and confined until Monday, so that, a Patriot report said, no 


warning could be sent “to our brethren at Marblehead and Salem.””° 


The secrecy held until Leslie and his men began their march to 
Salem on Sunday, the fifes and drums playing “Yankee Doodle,” a 


tune that the British often played to mock the Rebels.”*! John 
Pederick, a Marble-head man, came upon Leslie on the road. They 
saluted each other and Leslie courteously parted the marching files 
to let Pederick through. 


Leslie had known Pederick as a royal militia officer who had been 
cashiered because of his Tory views when Patriots took over the 
militia. 

Pederick had found redemption in the Patriot cause and, when he 
saw the troops arriving in Marblehead, he knew he had to get past 
Leslie and warn Salem. After their friendly meeting, Pederick rode 
slowly past the troops. Then, out of sight, he galloped down the 
road to Salem. The first man he met was Mason, the cannons’ 
owner. Many people of Salem were at afternoon worship in a 
meetinghouse when Mason burst through the door and ran down 


the aisle shouting that the Regulars were coming.?2 


As church bells rang and militia drums thundered a call to arms, 
Mason rode off to supervise the hiding of the cannons. Men hauled 
some of them into a dense wood and buried them under a deep 
carpet of leaves. The bulky carriages were taken elsewhere. Patriots 
loaded other cannons onto horse-drawn wagons that headed down 


the road to Danvers, where they were buried in a gravel pit.?° 


By the time the men of Leslie’s advance guard reached a bridge 
between Marblehead and the southern end of Salem, they found the 
planks ripped up. Soldiers quickly repaired the bridge, but the men 
hiding the cannons had won a few minutes. The Redcoats marched 
on, colors flying and drums beating, until they reached the 
courthouse in the town square. Leslie was soon in muted 
conversation with three local Loyalists. One was an Addresser. 
Another was the half-brother of Col. William Browne, a mandamus 


councillor and one of the notorious “Seventeen Rescinders” of 
1768.24 


Now informed where the cannons were most likely hidden, Leslie 
led his troops toward an arm of the sea called the North River. 
Arching over the ship channel was a drawbridge. The troops—and a 
large, unruly escort of shouting, taunting Salem men, women, and 
children—were nearing the bridge when the northern leaf of the 
draw was raised. Everyone stopped at the southern end of the 
bridge. 

By then a growing band of Rebel militiamen was assembling near 
Leslie’s force. On the other side of the water stood armed men. 
Some climbed up on the leaf of the bridge and, dangling their feet, 
jeered at the soldiers. Among the men on the bridge was Capt. 
Richard Derby. 


As a privateer during the French and Indian War, he had taken from 
a French ship many of the cannons now in Salem. “Find the cannon 
if you can,” Derby shouted. “Take them if you can. They will never 


be surrendered.”2° 


Militiamen were stationing themselves along the road to Marble- 
head, Leslie’s potential line of retreat. Militiamen from Marblehead, 
Danvers, and other nearby towns began heading for Salem. Many of 
these hard-eyed men were veterans of the French and Indian War 
and cod fishermen who had earned their strength and tenacity by 
defying the North Atlantic. Redcoats did not faze them. 


Leslie, his sword drawn, threatened to clear the road with a volley 
of musketry. “You had better not fire,” a militia captain told him, 
“for there is a multitude, every man of whom is ready to die in this 
strife.” (Another version has the captain say, “Fire and be damned! 
You've no right to fire without further orders. If you fire, you'll all 
be dead men!”) 


Near the bridge Leslie noticed three flat-bottomed scows called 
gungalows, grounded by low tide. He ordered some soldiers to 
commandeer them for passage. Leslie’s men headed toward the 
gungalows, bayonet-tipped muskets at the ready. Several Salem men 


got there first, jumped into the scows, and smashed their bottoms 
with axes. A man bared his chest to the winter chill and defied the 
Redcoats to stab him. One did, pricking the Salem man’s chest. “He 
was very proud of this wound in after life and was fond of 
exhibiting it,” says an account, which also gives Salem the claim 
that this was “the first blood of the American Revolution.” 


The Reverend Thomas Barnard, a former Loyalist and an 
Addresser who had later publicly begged forgiveness, stepped 
forward as a mediator. Facing Leslie, Barnard, in his deep, resonant 
voice, pleaded restraint. Accounts vary, but eventually the 
consecrated version was this: “You cannot commit this violation 
against innocent men, here, on this holy day without sinning against 
God and humanity! The blood of every murdered man will cry from 
the ground for vengeance upon yourself, and the nation which you 


represent! Let me entreat you to return!”2° 


Barnard probably came up with the idea that defused the face-off: 
The bridge leaf would be lowered so that Leslie and his men could 
cross the bridge in a pantomime of searching for the cannons. He 
would then march his men to a point about thirty rods (495 feet) 
beyond the bridge, turn, and march them back to their ship in 
Marble-head. 


Leslie agreed. The bridge leaf was lowered. Leslie marched his 
men across the bridge and about five hundred feet beyond, where 
Robert Foster’s blacksmith shop—and a line of silent militiamen— 
stood. Leslie ordered his men to halt, face about, and march back 
across the bridge. There were shouts and an occasional catcall from 
opened windows as the Redcoats departed from Salem. They 
marched on to Marblehead, boarded their transport, and returned to 
Boston. 


The Salem episode, which gleeful Patriots quickly dubbed “Leslie’s 
Retreat,” emboldened the Rebel cause and stunned the Loyalists, 
especially those who were seeking refuge in Boston. Gage, 
undaunted, continued his disarm-the-Rebels strategy. On February 


22 he had ordered two officers, Capt. John Brown and Ens. Henry 
De Berniere, to disguise themselves as civilians and travel from 
Boston to Worcester, which, like Salem, had become a Patriot hive. 


Gage seemed to be contemplating an attack on Worcester. Writing 
in August 1774 to Lord Dartmouth, Gage said the Rebels in 
Worcester “openly threaten resistance by arms, have been 
purchasing arms ... and threaten to attack any troops who dare to 
oppose them... . I apprehend I shall soon be obliged to march a 


body of troops into that township.”27 


Gage ordered Brown and De Berniere, an accomplished artist, to 
produce “a sketch of the country as you pass.” He wanted to know 
“distances from town to town” and entrances in and out of them. 
“The rivers also to be sketched out, remarking their breadth and 
depth and the nature of their banks on both sides, the fords, if any, 
and the nature of their bottoms.” Also, “You will remark the heights 
you meet with, whether the ascents are difficult or easy; as alsothe 
woods and mountains, with the height and nature of the latter, 
whether to be got round or easily past over... . whether the country 
admits of making roads for troops on the right or left of the main 
road, or on the sides,” and how much food and forage were 


available.2® Brown and De Berniere, donning plain brown suits and 
tying “reddish handkerchiefs round our necks,” thought they could 
pass as “country men” on their spy mission. But British officers were 
served by military valets called batmen, and the would-be spies 
brought one along. When they stopped for a meal at a tavern, they 
sent their batman to the kitchen to dine with the tavern servants. 
The officers’ dinner “was brought in by a black woman, at first she 
was very civil, but afterwards began to eye us very attentively; she 
then went out and a little after returned, when we observed to her 
that it was a very fine country, upon which she answered so it is, 


and we have got brave fellows to defend it.”2° 


The batman rushed out to the dining room, and suggested that 
they pay their bill and leave right away. The waitress, he said, had 
recognized Brown as a British officer from Boston. “This 


disconcerted us a good deal,” De Berniere later wrote, “and ... we 
resolved not to sleep there that night.” 


The two spies did better at their next stop, the Golden Ball Tavern 
on the Old Post Road in Weston, sixteen miles west of Boston. The 
owner, Isaac Jones, was such a stalwart Loyalist that he had named 
a son William Pitt Jones, after the British statesman who was a 
friend of the colonies but not of armed conflict. Not quite a year 
before, after accusing Jones of being a Tory, Patriots had raided the 
tavern and stolen liquor, along with two expensive delicacies, 
raisins and lemons. Only a month before, the Patriots’ anger had 
cooled and Jones was allowed to keep his tavern open. Jones would 
later switch allegiance still again and work hauling supplies for the 


Continental Army.*° 


Jones recommended a Tory inn in Worcester. “The landlord was 
very attentive to us,” De Berniere wrote, “and on our asking what he 
could give us for breakfast, he told us Tea or any thing else we 
chose—that was an open confession what he was.” The spies knew 
they had been watched by Patriot counterspies through most of 
theirjourney. In case they were stopped and searched, they sent 
their batman on ahead to Boston with their maps and sketches. But, 
with the aid of the Tory underground—and a snowstorm that 


covered their tracks—they got back to Boston without incident.*! 


The help that the officers received from Tories suggested that a 
British military force dispatched to Worcester might get partisan 
aid. But the detailed report also showed rivers, marshes, and 
potential ambush sites along the spies’ trek. This convinced Gage 
that a forty-four-mile march to Worcester could become a disaster. 


Gage had an alternative. His leading spy, Dr. Church, had 
provided extensive intelligence about a Rebel arsenal much closer to 


Boston: in the town of Concord.** On March 20 Gage sent Brown 
and De Berniere there, not only to study the terrain and roads but 
also to confirm the existence of arms caches that Church had 
reported. He most likely did not know about munitions stored in 
Congregational meetinghouses, among the most secret of Patriot 


hoards. Loyalists claimed that there were so many Congregational 


clergymen in Patriot ranks that they formed a “black regiment.”*? 


On this second mission the two spies were well supplied with 
knowledge about Rebel arms—and the names of Tory partisans. Of 
Concord’s 250 voters in 1774, town fathers estimated that 52 were 
Tories. When Patriots confronted them and demanded that they 
recant and apologize, the number dwindled to 44. The following 
year thirteen persons from the town’s most prominent families were 


added to the list of Tories.°* 


Untrained in espionage, Brown and De Berniere exposed one of 
their contacts when, within hearing of Concord Patriots, they asked 
for directions to the home of Daniel Bliss, a well-known Royalist. 
Rebels tracked down the woman who directed the spies and 


threatened her with tarring and feathering.°° 


Bliss’s family, like so many others, was split. His father-in-law had 
been a British Army officer, as had a brother-in-law. Bliss’s two 
brothers were Patriots, and his sister was married to the Reverend 
William Emerson, pastor of the First Parish in Concord, who 
preached the Patriot cause and was chaplain to the Rebel-controlled 
militia. 

The previous December, Bliss had spoken about the Boston Port 
Bill at a meeting in the Concord meetinghouse, criticizing the 
Patriots for “flouting your King.” The colonies, he said, “are 
England’s dependent children” and he warned that “England is a 
mighty nation” and “Rebellion will lead inevitably to crushing 
defeat.” Bliss, a Harvard graduate and a lawyer who had given 
counsel to Royal Governor Hutchinson, was not accustomed to 
having his opinions questioned. But one man at the meeting did 
speak up: thirty-nine-year-old Joseph Hosmer, an avowed Patriot 
and a lieutenant in the militia. Hosmer repudiated Bliss’s every 
word with an eloquence that astonished and annoyed Bliss. When 
another Loyalist asked Bliss who this upstart was, Bliss is said to 


have labeled Hosmer “the most dangerous man in Concord.”°° 


Brown and De Berniere dined with Bliss at his home, which 
happened to be near a storehouse containing arms. Believing they 
were under surveillance, the officers slipped out of Concord late at 
night and, taking a roundabout route, returned to Boston, escorted 


by Bliss. He was never again seen in Concord,*” and his family 
quietly moved to join him in Boston. Later, they went to Canada, 
where Bliss was commissioned as a British Army colonel and made 


assistant commissary general.°° 


The spies’ visit to Concord convinced Patriots that their town 
would be the target of a Gage raid. As for Gage, his options were 
quickly narrowing. For some time his immediate superior, Lord 
Dartmouth, had been urging action against the Rebels. Gage had 
responded with dire predictions that if Britain chose armed force the 
result would be the “horrors of civil war.” 


But in March Gage wrote a “private letter” to Viscount 
Barrington, the secretary of war, saying, “It’s beyond my capacity to 
judge what ought to be done, but it appears to me that you are now 
making your final efforts respecting America; if you yield, I concede 
that you have not a spark of authority remaining over this country.” 
However, Gage went on, if Britain took the path to war, “it should 
be done with as little delay as possible, and as powerfully as you are 
able, for it’s easier to crush evils in their infancy than when grown 


to maturity.”°° 


What amounted to an order to go to war came from Dartmouth in 
the form of a letter he wrote on January 27. He allowed the letter to 
linger in London, while word of it circulated in Parliament and 
among ministerial officials and advisers. It finally left England on 
February 22, on board HMS Falcon. Two days later, a duplicate copy 
was given to Capt. Oliver De Lancey of the 17th Light Dragoons, 
who was sailing on HSM Nautilus. Local storms delayed the sailing 
of both ships. The Falcon did not arrive in Boston until April 12; the 


Nautilus, two days later.*° 


In the letter marked “Secret,” Dartmouth said, “Your Dispatches 
... Shew a Determination in the People to commit themselves at all 


Events in open Rebellion. The King’s Dignity, & the Honor and 
Safety of the Empire, require, that, in such a Situation, Force should 
be repelled by Force.” A royal government must replace the illegal 
Continental Congress, Dartmouth said, and “the first & essential step 
to be taken towards re-establishing Government, would be to arrest 
and imprison the principal actors & abettors in the Provincial 
Congress (whose proceedings appear in every light to be acts of 


treason & rebellion).”*! 


Dartmouth wanted Gage to launch an offensive immediately 
rather than wait for promised reinforcements because “the People, 
unprepared to encounter with a regular force, cannot be very 
formidable; and though such a proceeding should be, according to 
your own idea of it, a Signal for Hostilities; yet, for the reasons I 
have already given, it will surely be better that the Conflict should 
be brought on, upon such ground, than in a riper state of Rebellion.” 


“T understand,” Dartmouth added, “a Proposal has been made by 
Mr Ruggles for raising a Corps of Infantry from among the friends of 
Government in New England. Such a Proposal certainly ought to be 
encouraged, and it is the King’s Pleasure that you should carry it 


into effect upon such Plan as you shall judge most expedient.”4 


Dartmouth apparently heard about the Ruggles plan from Israel 
Mauduit, a British political writer and brother of the Massachusetts 
agent, or lobbyist, in London. In October 1774 Ruggles had written 
Mauduit about mobilizing “friends of government.” Dartmouth’s 
papers show that in February 1775, after writing the Gage letter, he 
wasmindful that Ruggles believed he could raise a Loyalist force 
from “the majority in New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, and 
the Southern Colonies.” This is one of the earliest references to the 
belief, held by many Loyalists, that they were strong beyond the 
rebellious epicenter of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and 


Connecticut.** 


Capt. Oliver De Lancey was an incarnation of that belief. The fact 
that Dartmouth entrusted such an important letter to a twenty-one- 
year-old cavalry officer showed the depth of the connection between 


royal officialdom and the powerful De Lancey family, the staunchest 
of New York’s Loyalists. Oliver was an American, but he had a 
partially British biography. Born in New York City in 1752, he was 
educated in England, where he was commissioned an officer in the 
British Army. 


Oliver was a nephew of General Gage’s wife, the former Margaret 
Kemble, from East Brunswick, New Jersey, who adapted to British 
ways while clinging to her American identity. Gage’s official family 
included not only Stephen Kemble, Gage’s aide-de-camp for 
intelligence, but also Samuel Kemble, Gage’s confidential secretary. 
After his arrival on the Nautilus, Oliver De Lancey became another 


aidede-camp to Gage.*4 
The day after getting Dartmouth’s letter, Gage received a report 


from Dr. Church on arms hidden in Concord.*°? Gage moved swiftly 
—and secretly. He knew that the Patriots in Boston had his troops 
under close observation. On the afternoon of April 18, Paul Revere 
and other Patriot leaders began getting reports from watchful 
Bostonians about signs of a major British operation. Revere had 
heard such rumors before, but this time he believed they were true. 
So did cautious Dr. Joseph Warren, a physician who was a member 
of the Committee of Correspondence and a confidant of Sam Adams. 
Warren decided to seek confirmation from his most trusted and 
confidential source, whose name he never revealed. 


From that source, another Patriot later reported, Warren “got 
intelligence of their whole design; which was to seize Sam Adams 
and Hancock, who were at Lexington, and burn the stores at 
Concord. Two expresses were immediately despatched thither, who 
passed bythe guards on the Neck just before a sergeant arrived with 


orders to stop passengers.”*© One of the express riders was William 
Dawes, a Boston tanner; his business often took him through the 
Boston Neck checkpoint, where he knew the guards. The other rider 


was Paul Revere.*7 


We will never know for sure who that source was. But speculation 
has persisted that Warren’s spy was Margaret Kemble Gage. Only a 


circumstantial case exists. She is said to have told a friend that she 
felt herself as profoundly torn as Lady Blanche in Shakespeare’s King 
John. Blanche, niece of King John of England and daughter of the 
King of Castile, is caught in a web of power. She laments her 
divided loyalty, a lamentation that resounded in many a Loyalist 
heart after the deadly day of April 19: 


The Sun’s o’ercast with blood: fair day, adieu! 
Which is the side that I must go withal? 

I am with both: each army hath a hand; 

And in their rage, I having hold of both, 

They swirl asunder and dismember me... . 


Whoever wins, on that side shall I lose... 48 


4 
“TO SUBDUE THE BAD” 


From Concorp to Bunxer Hut, Apri-June 1775 


The ... sanguinary measures adopted by the British Ministry ... 
threatening to involve this Continent in all the horrors of a civil War, 
obliges us to call for the united aid and council of the Colony, at this 


dangerous crisis. 


—New York Provincial Congress! 


ate on the night of April 18, 1775, a force of about nine hundred 


ere and marines? boarded Royal Navy longboats at a 
deserted Boston beach. They were rowed across Back Bay to an 
isolated point of Cambridge land, owned by a Tory, where a road 
led to the Rebel arms cache at Concord. Long before the next dawn 
the troops were on the march, heading for what would be the start 


of the Revolutionary War.° Alongside some of the British forces 
during that long and bloody day were a number of Loyalists, 
anonymous comrades of the British soldiers. 

Some Loyalists joined with the Regulars, straggling along, 
carrying muskets, wearing civilian clothes, and drawing taunts from 
people who would remember those Tory faces. Other Loyalists, 
referred to in accounts simply as “Tory guides,” served unseen and 
remain un-known.* Those who are identified include Edward 
Winslow, well remembered in Plymouth as a founder of the Old 


Colony Club, and his childhood friend George Leonard.° 
Three others known to have served the king that day were 
Thomas K. Beaman,° Daniel Murray, and his brother Samuel. 


Beaman, who had been a captain of militia in the French and Indian 
War, lived in Petersham, about thirty miles north of Worcester. He 
was reported to be one of Gage’s intelligence agents; that would 
explain his presence as a “guide,” often used as a polite term for 


spy.’ Family tradition has Thomas Beaman’s only brother, Joseph, 


also heading for battle that day—as a minuteman.® John Murray, a 
mandamus councillor whose home had been attacked in 1774, was 
the father of Daniel and Samuel. (Murray’s daughter was the wife of 
Daniel Bliss of Concord, who had aided Gage’s roaming officer- 
spies.) 

For all five known Tory allies, their work that day began their 
military careers as Loyalists. Beaman would serve the British Army 
as a provincial officer handling supply-wagon trains. Daniel Murray 
would become the captain of a Loyalist volunteer company whose 
members included his two brothers; later he became a major in the 


King’s American Dragoons.’ Leonard took command of a small fleet 


of ships that raided New England seacoast towns,!° and Winslow 
would be commissioned as muster master general, responsible for 


keeping track of all the Loyalist armed forces in North America.'! 


Daniel Murray’s war began when he was accompanying Royal 
Marine lieutenant Jesse Adair at the head of the advance British 
force on the road to Concord. Around four a.m., near Menotomy 
(now Arlington), they heard hoofbeats on the road ahead. Assuming 
the horsemen were express riders spreading reports of the march, 
Murray and Adair waited until the riders neared, then dashed from 
the side of the road to seize the horses’ bridles. After appropriating 
the horses, Murray and Adair forced the Patriots, Asahel Porter and 


Josiah Richardson, to march along with the troops.!* This was the 
first action of the day. 


General Gage possessed enough intelligence to provide his 
Concordstrike force with a map showing exactly where militiamen 
had hidden “Artillery, Ammunition, Provisions, Tents, Small Arms 
and ... Military Stores.” He gave detailed instructions on how to 


disable discovered cannons and what to do with other stocks: “The 
Powder and flower [flour] must be shook out of the Barrels into the 
River, the Tents burnt, Pork or Beef destroyed in the best way you 
can devise. And the Men may put Balls of lead in their pockets, 
throwing them by degrees into Ponds, Ditches &c., but no Quantity 


together so that they may be recovered afterwards.”!? 


As the British marched off toward Lexington, the alarm had 
already been spreading along that same Cambridge road. 


The British had learned that Sam Adams and Hancock—two of the 
“principal actors & abettors” Lord Dartmouth wanted arrested— 
were somewhere in Lexington. The two Rebel leaders, along with 
Hancock’s fiancée, Dorothy Quincy, and his aunt Lydia, had been 
staying at the parsonage of the Reverend Jonas Clarke in Lexington. 
Dr. Joseph Warren, watching over Boston in Adams’s absence, had 
sent Paul Revere and William Dawes, by separate routes, to 
Lexington to warn Adams and Hancock that the Regulars were 
coming. (Dr. Church learned of Revere’s ride from his wife, Rachel, 
who wrote Paul a letter—” take the best care of yourself”?—with 
£150 enclosed, and entrusted it to Church to deliver. Church passed 


the letter on to Gage; what happened to the money is not known.)!4 


Revere and Dawes reached Lexington at just about the time the 
British had begun their march. Arriving separately, the two riders 


stopped to warn Hancock and Adams, then set off for Concord.!° On 
the road they met Samuel Prescott, a young doctor heading home to 
Concord after an evening spent courting a Lexington woman. A 
mounted British patrol stopped the riders. Dawes and Prescott 
managed to gallop away, Dawes back to Lexington, Prescott to 
Concord. Revere, his horse taken, was held for a while and later 
released. Other riders, part of a complex militia warning system, 
sped the Concord Alarm throughout Middlesex County. 


About seventy militiamen were mustered on the Lexington green 


when the leading British troops came up the road.!® Asahel Porter, 
who had been captured by Murray and Adair, was near the head of 
the column. Adair wheeled his forward companies toward the 


militiamen. “No sooner did they come in sight of our company,” 
Clarke later wrote, “but one of them, supposed to be an officer of 
rank”—apparently Adair—” was heard to say to the troops, ‘Damn 
them! We will have them!’” Porter tried to run away from his 
captors, but he had been doomed by the chance encounter with a 
British officer and his Loyalist ally. Shot as he ran, he was one of 


eight Patriots killed at Lexington.!” What happened next to Daniel 
Murray is not known. The names and exploits of Loyalist volunteers 
did not usually find their way into official British battle reports. 


Capt. John Parker, commander of the Lexington militia, was a 
battle-hardened veteran of Rogers’ Rangers in the French and Indian 
War. He knew what to do when he saw the size of the British force 
and realized how outnumbered he was. “I immediately ordered our 


Militia to disperse and not to fire,” he later wrote.'® Maj. John 
Pitcairn of the Royal Marines, who led the British advance guard 
into Lexington, said in his official account that when his men got 
within one hundred yards of the militiamen “they began to File off 
towards some stone Walls on our Right Flank... . I instantly called to 
the Soldiers not to Fire,” and “some of the Rebels who had jumped 
over the Wall, Fired Four or Five Shott at the Soldiers.” 


After the militiamen fired more shots, Pitcairn wrote, “without 
any order or Regularity, the Light Infantry began a scattered Firing 
. contrary to the repeated orders both of me and the officers that 


were present.”!? Militiamen’s accounts quote Pitcairn as ordering 
the Rebels to disperse and then shouting: “Damn you! Why don’t 
you lay down your arms?” Another remembered an officer yelling: 


“Disperse, you damned Rebels! You dogs, run! Rush on, my boys!”2° 
The men kept on shooting until officers managed to get them under 
control. 


“We had a man of the 10th Light Infantry wounded, nobody else 
was hurt,” a British officer later wrote. “We then formed on the 
Common, but with some difficulty, the men were so wild they could 
hear no orders.” He could not tell how many Rebels were killed 
“becausethey were behind walls and into the woods... . We waited a 


considerable time there, and at length proceeded our way to 


Concord.”2! 


Neither Revere nor Dawes had reached Concord, but Prescott had, 
and his news started the Concord Alarm. “This morning between 
one and two o-clock we were alarmed by the ringing of the bell,” 
wrote the Reverend William Emerson, whose name was on the 
Militia Alarm List. Local militiamen began assembling at Wright’s 


Tavern while militias from other towns headed for Concord.?7 A 
militia officer sent a rider galloping off to Lexington to see if the 
British were there. He arrived back to report the Lexington firefight. 


People in Concord hurried about, finding new hiding places for 
hoards of ammunition, arms, and supplies. About one hundred and 
fifty eager young minutemen wanted to confront the British as they 
approached Concord. But militias were democratic, and a majority 
voted for a strategic withdrawal to a ridge north of town. Others 
crossed the North Bridge across the Concord River. 


When the British troops arrived, they split into three groups: one 
at the North Bridge, confronting the minutemen; another in town as 
a search party for Rebel caches; and a third that crossed the North 
Bridge to the farm of Col. James Barrett, a French and Indian War 
veteran who was commander of the militia and overseer of the 
biggest caches of arms and provisions. Barrett’s collection included 
twenty thousand pounds of musket balls and cartridges, fifteen 
thousand canteens, a great number of tents and tools, seventeen 
thousand pounds of salt fish, thirty-five thousand pounds of rice, 


and large quantities of beef and pork.?° A great deal of the supplies 
had been rehidden in nearby towns before the British arrival. 


As militiamen began streaming into Concord from other towns, 
the Patriot force beyond the bridge grew to at least five hundred 
men, strung out along a ridge overlooking the town center, now 
populated only by women, children, and men too old or infirm for 
militia service. British soldiers moved among the glowering 
residents, dug up three cannons, and knocked off their trunnions, 
the projections forming an axis on which a cannon pivots up or 


down; this was the fastestway of disabling the weapon. And they 
discovered only a small portion of the Rebel stores they had come to 
find. 

Disobeying Gage’s orders, the weary searchers did not load their 
pockets with bullets. Instead they dumped a large amount of bullets 
into a millpond, from which they would be recovered the next day. 
The soldiers piled up wooden gun carriages and set fire to them. 
They cut down the flag-flying Liberty pole and burned that, too. A 
couple of buildings began to burn, apparently because of 
carelessness. The soldiers, who had been ordered not to destroy 
property, joined the citizens in dousing the fires. 


On the ridge, militiamen saw the smoke curling up. Barrett, 
suddenly in command of townsmen and strangers alike, had good 
reason to hold back from battle. He faced a superior force and 
lacked any authority to fire on the British, who had not fired upon 
his men. Barrett’s adjutant was the minuteman Joseph Hosmer, 
whom, the Loyalist Daniel Bliss had not long before called Concord’s 
most dangerous man. Now the fiery Patriot pointed to the smoke 
rising from the center of Concord, turned to his commanding officer, 
and said, “Will you let them burn the town down?” Other officers 
spoke up. Capt. Isaac Davis, who had led his minutemen down the 
road from Acton, said, “I haven’t a man who is afraid to go.” 


Barrett ordered his men to load their muskets. Many of them 
remembered that he told them to withhold their fire until the British 
fired. The militiamen advanced from the ridge, downward toward 
the North Bridge and the Regulars. The British soldiers pulled back 
from the bridge, ripping up planks. They formed a volley-firing 
formation on the other side of the bridge and opened fire, killing 
Captain Davis and a private. 


At a range of about fifty yards the militiamen responded with a 
volley that killed four of the eight British officers at the bridge. 
Milling about in panic and confusion, the British began a ragged 
retreat. Their fat, inept commander, Lt. Col. Francis Smith, managed 
to get control and stop the retreat. A young American—never 
positively identified—walked up to a badly wounded Redcoat and, 


in the wordsof the Reverend Emerson, “not being under the feelings 
of humanity, very barbarously broke his skull and let his brains out 
with a small ax,” an auxiliary weapon for many militiamen. “The 


poor object lived an hour or two before he expired.”** 


This first known atrocity of the Revolution would cast a long 
shadow. Some Patriots would deny it happened, but it triggered 
savage acts of hate, revenge, and retribution involving British versus 


Rebels—and Tories versus Rebels.” British soldiers, angry in 
retreat, saw the bloody head of their comrade. An enduring rumor 
swept through their ranks: The Rebels are scalping their foes. The 
rumor even found its way into official reports. One said that Rebels 
had “scalped and cut off the ears of some of the wounded men who 


fell into their hands.”2° 


The British withdrew from Concord, bearing some of their 
wounded in commandeered horse-drawn open carriages. Smith led 
them to the road they had taken from Lexington. “When we arrived 
within a mile of Lexington, our ammunition began to fail, and ... we 
began to run rather than retreat in order,* wrote Henry De Ber-niere 
in his report to Gage. A month before, De Berniere had been a Gage 
spy in Concord. On his return to Concord as a soldier, De Berniere 
survived to report 73 men killed, 154 wounded, and 21 missing.3 
American losses were estimated to be 50 killed and/or dead of 


wounds, 39 wounded, and 5 missing.?” 
Some thirty-six hundred militiamen were assembling in, or 


heading for, Lexington.2® Around noon, as the British reached a 
bend in the road, militiamen struck, ambushing the staggering 
columns. The militiamen fired from behind rocks, trees, and stone 
walls on both sides of the narrow road. Several British, many of 
them targeted officers, were killed. Sergeants took over, leading 
their men about five hundred yards farther down the road—and into 
another ambush. About thirty men fell, dead or wounded. Survivors 
struggled on toward Lexington. Militiamen on a hill fired down, 
wounding Colonel Smith and knocking him from his saddle. 
Redcoats charged the hill, killing at least one militiaman. Pitcairn’s 


horse bolted, throwing himto the ground. Some men stumbled to 
the side of the road, unable to march any farther. That morning the 
British had outnumbered the Rebels. In this murderous afternoon, 
the British were outnumbered, and, it seemed, doomed. 


Nearly twelve hours before, Colonel Smith, suddenly aware that 
the militias were rising, had sent a courier to Gage in Boston asking 
for reinforcements. Gage had dispatched a brigade under his 
adjutant, Brig. Gen. Lord Hugh Percy. As the eldest son of the Duke 
of Northumberland, Percy would inherit the dukedom and an 
immense fortune, if he did not die on a battlefield. A soldier for half 
of his thirty-two years, he had arrived in Boston in 1774 as 
commander of his regiment, the Fifth Foot. He developed a haughty 
dislike for Bostonians—” a set of sly, artful, hypocritical rascalls, 
cruel, & cowards. I must own I cannot but despise them 
compleately,” he wrote to a cousin in England soon after his 


arrival.?? 


Now, riding at the head of about one thousand men and two field 
guns, with fifes and drums playing “Yankee Doodle,” Percy marched 
with other Americans—Friends of the King, armed Loyalists in 
civilian clothes, including Winslow, George Leonard, and Samuel 
Murray. Winslow later reported that his horse had been shot from 


under him and that Percy had personally cited him for bravery.°° 
Murray was captured that day and taken to a jail in Worcester. On 
June 15 he was released “to his father’s homestead in Rutland,” 


about sixty miles west of Boston.*! 


The other Loyalists who accompanied Percy are not known. But 
curiously, there is a record showing that on April 19 a number of 
“gentlemen volunteers” joined the Loyal American Association 


32. 


under the command of Brigadier Ruggles.°“ Some of those 


gentlemen probably marched off with Percy. 


A record in Gage’s files states Leonard’s role: “George Leonard of 
Boston deposes that he went from Boston on the nineteenth of April 
with the Brigade commanded by Lord Percy upon their march to 
Lexington. That being on horseback and having no connexion with 


the army, he several times went forward of the Brigade.” On a sortie 
as a spy for Percy about a mile south of Lexington, Leonard met 
awounded man who “said Some of our pepol fired upon the 
Regulars; and they fell on us Like Bull Dogs and killed eight & 
wounded nineteen.” Leonard reported that two other men had told 
him the same. He added a line that would please Gage, who 
officially emphasized that the Rebels had fired the first shot at 
Lexington: “All three Blamed the rashness of their own pepol for 


fireing first.”°° 


Instead of marching along the longboat-to-Cambridge route that 
Smith’s force had taken, Percy led his brigade across Boston Neck, 
through Roxbury and Brookline, to the Great Bridge that crossed the 
Charles River between Boston and Cambridge. Patriots had removed 
the bridge planks. Percy, anticipating this, had brought along tools, 
planks, and carpenters. But the thrifty Patriots had put the removed 
planks nearby, so all Gage’s craftsmen had to do was walk along the 


risers, retrieve the planks, and replace them.** 


In Cambridge, a lieutenant noted, “few or no people were to be 


seen; and the houses were in general shut up.”?° Percy had hoped 


for some intelligence from friendly Tories. When he asked a citizen 
for directions to the Lexington road, the man courteously obliged— 
and was spotted giving aid to a Redcoat. He was so harassed by 


angry Patriots that he quickly got out of town.°° 


As Percy’s men neared Lexington, they heard a rattle of musketry 
and then saw, under a cloud of dust up the road, the swirling panic 
of Smith’s force. Percy stopped at Lexington, scanned the scene 
before him, and acted swiftly. He put his field pieces on two hills 
and fired on the militiamen, who backed off, stunned. Percy had his 
men form a hollow square that encompassed the road and stretches 
of land on either side. The square opened to admit Smith’s 
exhausted troops, “their tongues hanging out of their mouths, like 


those of dogs after a chase.”°” Within the defensive square were 
houses. Percy, seeing them as snipers’ nests, ordered them burned. 
Flanking troops forced their way into other houses, and, a lieutenant 


later wrote, “All that were found in the houses were put to death.”°° 
Another officer noted, however, that “some soldiers who staid too 
long in the houses were killed in the very act of plundering by those 


who lay concealed in them.”?? On the march back to Boston, Percy 
later wrote, his men were “underincessant fire, which like a moving 
circle surrounded and followed us wherever we went.” As many as 
five thousand militiamen hounded the British along the eleven-mile 
gauntlet. The sun had nearly set when the brigade reached 
Cambridge, where Patriots waited in still another ambush. Redcoats 
on the flank found them, killing three. Instead of returning on the 
morning’s route, Percy surprised his pursuers by crossing 
Charlestown Neck, between the Charles and Mystic rivers, to the 
hills of Charlestown, protected by the guns of HMS Somerset, 
anchored near the Charlestown ferry slip. 


Percy met with the selectmen of Charlestown and negotiated an 
armistice. He promised to restrain his men, and the town promised 
not to attack the troops as they took Somerset longboats and other 


craft to reach Boston and the refuge of their garrisons.4° Percy’s 
appraisal of his foe had changed. “Whoever looks upon them as an 
irregular mob,” he wrote the next day in a letter, “will find himself 
much mistaken; they have men amongst them who know very well 


what they are about... .”*1 


The battle reverberated the next day in Marshfield, where about 
one hundred soldiers of the Queen’s Guards had been quartered on 
the estate of Nathaniel Ray Thomas. Reacting to the attack on 
Lexington and Concord, militias near Marshfield began preparing for 
a massive attack on the Guards. On the road to Marshfield, a militia 
officer, Maj. Judah Alden, happened to meet a slave named Cato.4 
The slave told Alden that Captain Balfour had sent him out as a 
scout to watch for Rebels. Alden told Cato to go back to Balfour and 
tell him that he had seen a large militia force on its way to 
Marshfield. 


The next morning some five hundred militiamen did march on 
Marshfield. Crews of fishing boats spotted the marchers and came 


ashore to join them. But, as the Patriots were preparing to advance 
on the Thomas estate and attack the Guards, two sloops hove into 
sight. They anchored off Brant Rock, near Plymouth, and sent off 
boats for the Guards, who successfully escaped to Boston. The 
Patriots, primedfor a fight, had to be satisfied with collecting the 
equipment and supplies left behind in the Guards’ hasty 


withdrawal.*2 


A week before the battles of Concord and Lexington, Rebel 
militiamen from the Taunton area had struck. A large force marched 
on the Tory-dominated Assonet section of Freetown, about thirty- 
five miles south of Boston, where the Loyalist militant Thomas 
Gilbert, aided by his brother Samuel, had organized a Tory 
countermilitia armed by Gage and nicknamed “Gilbert’s Banditti” by 
the Patriots. Gilbert claimed to have raised and commanded three 
hundred Loyalists. In the melee, Samuel Gilbert later said, he lost 
the sight of his right eye and was rendered “deaf and Stupified by 
the Blow” he had received to make him sign “what Paper the Rebels 


desired.”*? 


The attackers took the muskets, powder, and bullets stored in 
Gilbert’s house and seized twenty-nine of Gilbert’s men, who were 
later released. Some fled to Boston, but most of the Loyalists 


remained in Assonet to await whatever was going to happen next.** 


The Gilbert raid was inspired by a letter that he had written in 
March 1775 to Capt. Sir James Wallace, commanding officer of HMS 
Rose, on station off Newport, Rhode Island. In the letter, which was 
somehow intercepted by the Patriots and made public, Gilbert said 
he feared an attack by “thousands of the Rebels” and asked Wallace 
to dispatch some of his small boats, called tenders, up the Taunton 
River as rescue vessels if the Gilbert men needed to evacuate. 


The Massachusetts Provincial Congress responded to the letter by 
declaring that Gilbert was “an inveterate enemy to his country, to 
reason, to justice, and the common rights of mankind” and that 
“whoever had knowingly espoused his cause, or taken up arms for 
its support, does, in common with himself, deserve to be instantly 


cut off from the benefit of commerce with, or countenance of, any 
friend of virtue, America, or the human race.” This withering 
declaration foreshadowed the campaign to drive the Loyalists from, 
if not the human race, at least Massachusetts. 


After the declaration was published, Gilbert disappeared and 
made his way to sanctuary aboard the Rose. He had not been at 
home during the raid, which focused on his son-in-law, who had 
hidden ina kitchen oven. He was hauled out, placed backwards on 
his horse, and led off to the Taunton jail. Before the procession 
reached the jail, Thomas Gilbert and his slave Pompey appeared. 
Gilbert, who had hurried back to Assonet when he got word of a 
looming attack, faced down the crowd and demanded the release of 
his son-in-law. The crowd, cowed by the old soldier, let his son-in- 


law go.*° Gilbert and his family soon joined the growing Tory 
community in Boston. 


The militiamen in Marshfield and Taunton, like those who had 
responded to the Concord Alarm, acted on the orders—often 
preceded by a democratic vote—of local commanders. Now that a 
war had begun, there was no overall strategy, no plans for 
continuing to resist British troops, no policy for dealing with 
Loyalists, who overnight had become belligerents in a war. The 
Committee of Safety, the de facto executive branch of the 
Massachusetts provincial congress, immediately decided that the 
militias should be drawn together into an army. 


The committee also chartered the Quero, a swift American 
schooner, to race across the Atlantic and secretly deliver the 
Patriots’ version of events to the British public before Gage’s official 
report reached the king’s ministers. Fearing that Tory spies would 
learn of the Quero‘s mission, Dr. James Warren, chairman of the 
Committee of Safety, told the ship’s captain to sail evasively to 
“escape all enemies that may be in the chops of the channel,” 
adding: “You are to keep this order a profound secret from every 


person on earth.”*° The captain, Richard Derby, Jr., was the son of 


the Salem mariner who had refused to hand over his cannons to 
British troops in February 1775.*” 


The Quero, sailing without cargo, crossed speedily. It boldly 
passed the Royal Navy base at Portsmouth and slipped into an Isle 
of Wight harbor. Derby secretly made his way to London on May 28. 
A letter accompanying Warren’s report was addressed to Ben 
Franklin, who for many years had been acting as an agent for 
Massachusetts and other colonies. The letter asked Franklin to 
spread the news. But Franklin had left London and sailed for 
Philadelphia on March 25; he would arrive in Philadelphia on May 


5.48 Nevertheless the news didspread. English newspapers published 
the report; the London Evening Post even reprinted the Gazette’s 
account. Gage’s terse report, dated April 22 and borne by a heavily 


laden merchant ship, arrived in London two weeks later.*? Many 
British readers of Gage’s official report gave more credence to the 
Patriot version, which made Britain the instigator of the attacks. 


Back in Massachusetts, the militiamen assembling in Cambridge, 
Roxbury, and Charlestown got an overall commander selected by 
the Committee of Safety: Maj. Gen. Artemas Ward, a big rugged man 
who owned a prosperous farm in Shrewsbury. He was a classic 
citizen soldier. After graduating from Harvard in 1748, he entered 
politics, serving in the General Court and for a time appearing to be 
on the Tory path. During the French and Indian War, he became a 
lieutenant colonel in a regiment that took part in a campaign to 
capture Fort Ticonderoga. After the war he was appointed colonel of 
his royal militia regiment and a judge in the Court of Common 
Pleas. 


As soon as Ward joined the opposition to the Stamp Act, 
Massachusetts royal governor Francis Bernard revoked his militia 
commission. Ward later said that he told Bernard, “I consider myself 
twice honored, but more in being superseded, than in having been 
commissioned ... since the motive that dictated it is evidence that I 


am, what he is not, a friend to my country.”°° Bernard’s successor, 
Governor Thomas Hutchinson, called Ward “a very sulky fellow, 


who I thought I could bring over by giving him a commission in the 


provincial forces ... but I was mistaken.”°! 


When an express rider arrived with the news that the British were 
on their way to Concord, Ward was in bed, suffering from bladder 
stones. At daybreak he painfully eased himself out of bed and rode 


thirty-five miles to Cambridge.°? Within days he was in command of 
an army of about twenty thousand armed men from all over New 


England.°? 


There was no way to know how long any of the sudden soldiers 
would stay. Although they were not able to launch an attack on the 
British, geography made them into besiegers of a city that was a 
near-island, linked to the rest of Massachusetts by Boston Neck. 
Militiamen in Cambridge confronted Gage’s troops across the Neck; 
those in Charlestown faced the British across a narrow stretch of 
water. Rebel troops formed a semicircle around the city. 


On Gage’s fortified and garrisoned Boston Neck, Patriots hastily 
raised their own fortifications. The Neck became the border between 
the king’s friends and the king’s foes. Tories fled into Boston and 
Patriots poured out, driven not so much by fear of neighbors as by 
fear of war or by a desire to join other Patriots. 


Notorious Tories who had tarried too long sped toward Gage’s 
protection. On the day of the attacks on Lexington and Concord, Dr. 
Josiah Sturtevant of Halifax galloped the six miles to Boston so fast 
that it was said he lost his saddlebags. He was commissioned a 


British Army captain and put in charge of a military hospital.°4 
Abijah Willard, a mandamus councillor who had been attacked and 
imprisoned, entered Boston after the Battle of Lexington, offered his 
services to Gage, and was commissioned a captain in the first 
company of Brigadier Ruggles’s paramilitary Loyal American 
Association. 


Cambridge became the nerve center of the Patriots. Huge vacated 
homes along Tory Row filled with Patriot officers and their men. 


The colonnaded mansion of John Vassall, who had already lost his 
hay and stables to the Patriots, became the headquarters of General 
Ward. Here was Tory Row at its grandest: The vestibule’s massive 
mahogany doors, “studded with silver,” opened into a wide hall, 
“where tessellated floors sparkled under the light of a lofty dome of 
richly painted glass,” a peacetime visitor wrote. “Underneath the 
dome two cherubs carved in wood extended their wings, and so 
formed the center, from which an immense chandelier of cut glass 
depended. Upon the floor beneath the dome there stood a marble 
column, and around it ran a divan formed of cushions covered with 
satin of Damascus of gorgeous coloring... . All the paneling and 


woodwork consisted of elaborate carving done abroad.”°° 


Troops set up tents and shelters on the greensward of Cambridge 
Common. They occupied the brick buildings of Harvard, 
whoseclasses would soon be suspended to make room _ for 
militiamen, by order of the Committee of Safety. Militiamen also 
made a barracks of Christ Church, abandoned by its fleeing Loyalist 
congregation. 


Ward’s makeshift army had little artillery and consisted of men 
who had come to fight a battle, not a war. Many of his soldiers had 
been summoned by a piece of paper handed out by twenty-three- 
year-old Israel Bissell of East Windsor, Connecticut, who rode off 
from Watertown, near Boston. Tradition has him shouting “To arms, 
to arms, the war has begun!” on his four-day journey. He carried a 
concise report written on the morning of the battles by a member of 
the Committee of Safety; the report politely requested that the news 
be spread and that people supply Bissell with fresh horses. 


After alerting General Ward in Shrewsbury, Bissell kept on riding 
down the Boston Post Road. His first horse died in Worcester. He 
got another horse and galloped on. At each stop he handed the 
report to a Patriot leader, who quickly hand copied it and 
distributed more copies in his area. The ritual continued in town 
after town until Bissell got to Philadelphia, where a bell, soon to be 


called the Liberty Bell, pealed, drawing thousands to assemble and 


learn the news.°° 


When Bissell had reached New Haven, Connecticut, early on the 
afternoon of April 21, a town meeting was hastily called. The 
majority, which included a number of suspected Loyalists, voted 
against sending armed aid to the Massachusetts Committee of 
Safety. This did not go down well with Benedict Arnold, the thirty- 
four-year-old captain of an elite Connecticut militia, the Governor’s 
Second Company of Foot. He immediately sent runners off to round 
up members and volunteers for a march to Cambridge. On the 
morning of Saturday, April 22, before a large crowd, Arnold 
paraded his men, resplendent in uniforms of scarlet coats with buff 
facings, white breeches and stockings, and black half leggings. 


Arnold sent an aide to the town selectmen, who were meeting in 
Hunt’s Tavern. In Arnold’s name the aide asked for gunpowder and 
bullets from the town magazine. When the selectmen refused, 
Arnold marched his company to the tavern and sent in a messenger 
for the keys. Rebuffed again, he said that if he did not get the keys 
hewould order his men to break down the door to the magazine. 
Arnold got the keys, supplied his men with ammunition, and 


marched them north to Cambridge.°” 


In 1758 Arnold had been a militiaman in the futile British- 
American attack on Fort Ticonderoga, which commanded the strip 
of land between Lake Champlain and Lake George on the route to 
Canada. Artemas Ward had also fought at Ticonderoga, and when 
Arnold reached Cambridge, he suggested an attack on Ticonderoga 
to seize its cannons. Ward approved the plan. The Massachusetts 
provincial congress commissioned Arnold as a colonel for “a secret 
service,” provided him a small amount of money and supplies, and 
on May 3 he was off. Seven days later, after an odyssey that brought 
Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys into the war, Ticonderoga 
fell without a shot, as did Crown Point, a smaller fort a few miles 
north. 


Arnold’s bold move extended the war into New York and its 
disputed northern frontier—without any authority beyond the 
Massachusetts Provincial Congress and the Committee of Safety. 
Coincidentally, Ti-conderoga fell on the same day that the Second 
Continental Congress assembled in the State House in Philadelphia 
with delegations from every colony but Georgia. The delegates did 
not learn about Ticonderoga until May 18, and the reaction was 
more embarrassment than joy. The New York and Connecticut 
delegations denied responsibility. Congress, uneasy about the 
sudden warfare, ordered Arnold and Allen to keep the king’s 
cannons and other property safe until that time when “the former 
harmony with Great Britain and these colonies so ardently wished 


for” is restored.°° 


In Boston there was no hint of harmony. In early May, British 
soldiers, beginning to feel the paranoia of a siege, heard rumors of a 
Rebel plot to slip assassins into the city. According to the rumor, the 
Rebels would stage a feint that would sound an alarm, officers 
would rush from their lodgings—and be shot. Gage may have 
believed the rumor because he ordered officers to move into 
barracks, an order that violated a long tradition of separate 
quartering for officers and enlisted men. Civilians were also growing 
fearful. “Numbers of People are quitting the Town every day with 
their families and Effects,” a 


British lieutenant wrote; “it’s a distressing thing to see them, for half 
of ‘em don’t know where to go to, and in all probability must 


starve.”°? On May 25 HMS Cererbus arrived in Boston, delivering 
three major generals: William Howe, Henry Clinton, and John 
Burgoyne. Gage was still officially the field commander, but he now 
had the three generals looking over his shoulder and urging action. 
Burgoyne, a flamboyant part-time playwright whose nickname was 
“Gentleman Johnny,” made a comment that was widely circulated: 
“What! Ten thousand peasants keep five thousand king’s troops shut 
up? Well, let us in, and we’ll soon find elbow room!” The remark 


became so well known that Burgoyne got the additional nickname 


“Elbow Room.”°? The siege was well into the month of June when 
Gage, in his role as royal governor, issued an excessively wordy 
proclamation, written by Burgoyne, declaring martial law and 
offering pardons to “those in arms and their abettors” who should 
lay down their weapons. The only Rebels ineligible for a pardon 
were Sam Adams and John Hancock, “whose offences are of too 
flagitious a nature to admit of any other consideration than that of 
condign punishment.” Left unsaid was the fact that the fitting 


punishment for treason was execution.°! 


The Patriots’ intelligence network had yet to discover that Dr. 
Benjamin Church was spying for the British, On May 12, as 
chairman of a subcommittee of the Committee of Safety, he signed a 
report recommending that a defensive system be established at 


several places on Charlestown Neck, including Bunker Hill.°? Oddly, 
Church seems not to have reported this to Gage because the British 
apparently had no knowledge of the Patriots’ imminent plans. 
Patriot agents had learned that Gates, goaded by Howe, was about 
to break out a force that would occupy the heights on the mile-long 
Charlestown Peninsula, separated from Boston by a narrow stretch 


of water.°°? In a preemptive move the Committee of Safety 
authorized the taking of Bunker Hill, the peninsula’s 110-foot high 
point. 


Walking alone on the moonlit night of June 16, Major General 
Clinton was reconnoitering, looking across the dark water to the 
peninsula where British troops would soon be landing. He thought 
he heard some odd noises drifting across the water. He came upona 
British sentry. Yes, the sentry said, he had also heard what Clinton 
himself thought he had heard: unusual muffled sounds on those hills 
that loomed over Boston. From those heights, both general and 
sentry knew, the Rebels could fire down on British ships and British 
troops. Clinton hurried back to headquarters and told Howe and 
Gage that he was sure the Rebels were moving onto the high 
ground. He urged Gage to land a force next morning. But Gage 


wanted to wait until dawn, when he could see what the Rebels were 
doing.©4 

The first British eyes to see what the Rebels were doing belonged 
to a lookout aboard HMS Lively, anchored off the southern shore of 
the peninsula. In the light of dawn he saw a large number of Rebels 
building a redoubt atop seventy-five-foot Breed’s Hill. Lively quickly 
opened fire. Soon, on the orders of Adm. Samuel Graves aboard 
HMS Somerset, all the British ships in the harbor began firing. But 
the broadsides had little effect on the Americans because the 
warships had trouble elevating their guns at a high-enough angle to 


reach the hilltop.®° 


The lookout had spotted a few of the thousand militiamen who 
had assembled in Cambridge the night before. Their original orders 
had sent them off, silently and by lantern light, to Bunker Hill under 
the command of Col. William Prescott. There, throughout the night, 
they were to dig and build a redoubt. But at the last minute the 
objective was changed: Breed’s Hill, which was more accessible, 
would be fortified first. (Confusion over the hills’ names stems from 
the fact that both together were often called “Bunker Hill” while the 
southern slope was locally known as “Breed’s Hill.”) 


Col. Richard Gridley, chief engineer of the Massachusetts forces, 
objected and was overruled. He then laid out a plan for a redoubt on 
Breed’s Hill; it would be about forty yards square, with a six-foot 
parapet on which gun platforms would be mounted. Two flanking 
entrenchments were designed so that attackers would be hit with 
enfilading fire about twenty yards beyond the face of the redoubt. 


The soldiers grabbed spades and began digging into soil still 


hardened by frost.°° “Cannon shot are continually rolling and 
rebounding over the hill,” wrote an American officer, “and it is 
astonishing to observe how little our soldiers are terrified by 


them.”°” 


In Boston after the cannonading, Gage, his aides, and a Loyalist 
adviser went to Beacon Hill for a better view. Gage picked up his 


telescope and studied the redoubt that was emerging from Breed’s 
Hill. “Who appears to be in command?” he asked, handing the 
telescope to Col. Abijah Willard, the wealthiest landowner in 
Lancaster, forty-seven miles northwest of Boston. Willard had been 
commissioned a colonel during the French and Indian War, when he 
led a regiment in three major campaigns. Willard recognized 
Colonel Prescott, a tall man whose head and shoulders jutted from 
the rampart. He was a friend, a fellow officer in the previous war, 
and the husband of Willard’s sister Elizabeth. 


“Will he fight?” asked Gage. 
“I cannot answer for his men,” said Willard. “But Prescott will 
fight you to the gates of hell! “°° 


It was a poignant moment for Willard. He had been made a 
mandamus councillor, had publicly recanted his appointment, had 
kept his own beliefs private, and had remained out of the strife. By 
his wealth and social position he was a Loyalist, just as Prescott 
could have been. But Prescott had chosen sides. So, finally and 
obliquely, had Willard. On the morning of April 19, he had filled his 
saddlebags with seeds for his farm in Beverly, north of Boston, and 
ridden along a route that would have taken him through Concord. 
When he came upon long columns of militiamen heading for 
Concord and Lexington, he realized he could not join them and had 
to oppose them. He turned toward Boston and sought refuge with 


Gage.°° 


In the morning’s light Gage saw fortifications that had, in a British 
officer’s words, “appeared more like majick than the work of human 


beings.””° But still Gage did not believe the motley American army 
was a match for the two thousand men he would send on a frontal 
assault up Breed’s Hill, with General Howe leading the attack. 


Early on the afternoon of June 17, Howe landed on the southern 
shore of the peninsula and first hit what appeared to be a weak spot 
along a narrow beach. Americans waited until the British were 
within fifty yards and, in a burst of fire, riddled the line of Redcoats, 
killing ninety-six. The rest of the attackers pulled back. Howecalled 


up soldiers and marines held in reserve. A second assault was also 
turned back. Dueling against snipers in houses in Charlestown, 
British artillery in Boston fired red-hot cannonballs and balls called 
“carcasses,” which were full of burning pitch. Much of the town 
went up in flames. 


The third surge, led by General Clinton and aimed directly up the 
hill, reached the redoubt through diminishing fire because the 
Americans were running out of ammunition. Some were throwing 
rocks as British survivors stormed the redoubt. Attackers with 
bayonets and defenders using muskets as clubs fought in the bloody 
redoubt. Prescott, who battled bayonet-wielding Redcoats with his 
sword, later showed the bayonet holes in his waistcoat and banyan, 


a kind of robe he wore over his uniform.”! Under covering fire from 
reinforcements, the Americans retreated up Bunker Hill—which 
would give its name to a battle not fought there—and across 
Charlestown Neck. The British gave up pursuit. 


Of the 1,500 Americans who defended the peninsula, about 450 
were killed and wounded. Of the 2,400 British troops who landed 
on the peninsula, about 1,150 were killed or wounded; the Queen’s 
Guards who had slipped out of Marshfield were all but wiped out. 
Among the Rebel dead was Dr. Joseph Warren, who, though 
commissioned a major general, had volunteered to fight as a soldier. 
British marine major John Pitcairn, the savior at Lexington, was 
mortally wounded and carried to his deathbed by his wounded son, 


marine lieutenant William Pitcairn.’”? “A dear bought victory, 
another such would have ruined us,” General Clinton later wrote.’? 


Clinton, Howe, Burgoyne, and Gage now knew the answer to 
Gage’s impertinent question—” Will he fight?” But that question 
continued to hover over the relationship between British officers 
and their Loyalist allies. Veterans like Willard and Brigadier Ruggles 
could advise Gage. Lesser Loyalists could spy for him. Ruggles’s 
Loyal Americans could tear down abandoned wooden buildings and 


salvage the lumber for firewood.’* But few Loyalists were given a 
chance to fight alongside British soldiers. 


One of them was Gideon White, Jr., a charter member of the Old 


Colony Club.”° Another was John Coffin, son of the Nathaniel Coffin 
who, as the king’s cashier of customs at Boston, had one of the most 
lucrative royal posts in America. At eighteen John had been chief 
mate on a ship that in 1774 had brought reinforcements from 
England. Coffin met General Howe, who took a liking to the brash 
young man. Coffin joined the force that Howe led to the Battle of 
Bunker Hill. He survived and later raised the Orange Rangers, a 


mounted Tory rifle corps.”° 


After Bunker Hill, Loyalists emerged as an auxiliary occupation 
force, helping the British tighten their control of the city. Sometime 
later a British general would declare that what started in Concord 
was a Civil war: “I never had an idea of subduing the Americans. I 


meant to assist the good Americans to subdue the bad.””” The 
assistance began on the streets of Boston when General Gage reacted 
to his losses at Bunker Hill by starting to purge the city of Patriots. 


* Later official British casualties were 65 killed, 157 wounded, and 27 missing. 


5 
THE WAR FOR BOSTON 
From Camsripce to Maine, 1775 


Motives of patriotism and private interest prompt me to hazard my 
fortune in this noble conflict with my brethren in the provincial 
army... . My friends afford me no encouragement, alleging that, as this 
is a civil war, if I should fall into the hands of the British, the gallows 
will be my fate. 


—Dr. James Thacher, Continental Army surgeon! 
kc ie day, perhaps, the decisive day, is come,” Abigail Adams 
wrote on April 18 in a letter to her husband, who was in 
Philadelphia as a delegate to the Continental Congress. Like so 
many people who lived near Boston, she feared that vengeful British 
troops were on their way from Bunker Hill, marching to wherever 
they could find Rebels to slaughter. “It is expected,” she wrote, 
“they will come out over the Neck to-night, and a dreadful battle 
must ensue. Almighty God, cover the heads of our countrymen, and 


be a shield to our dear friends!” 


The British, tending their dead and wounded and recovering from 
the shock of Rebel ferocity, had no intention of leaving the relative 
safety of Boston. The decisive day had another consequence. Before 
Bunker Hill there was a chance that Concord and Lexington had 
been encounters like the Boston Massacre—bloody but not acts 
ofwar. Bunker Hill, however, was far more than an encounter. A war 
had begun, and people already saw it as a civil war: There was no 
room in Gage’s Boston for Rebels and there was no room for Tories 


in the Patriots’ Cambridge, or in Roxbury, or in fire-gutted 
Charlestown. 


On April 27 Gage announced that anyone could leave the city, 


and a new stream of refugees flowed out of Boston.* Days later he 
ordered the printing of permits that allowed people to leave 
“between sunrise and sunset.” Whatever they had with them was 
examined because, the pass said, “No arms nor ammunition is 


allowed to pass.”* Permits were sold illegally, and people paid more 
and more to buy them. Then, beginning in July, anyone “desirous of 
leaving the Town of Boston” could do so only after presenting his or 
her name to James Urquhart, the British officer serving as town 
major. Within two days more than two thousand Bostonians 


registered with Urquhart.° 


Many others hesitated to depart because they knew that the 
homes they left behind would almost certainly be plundered by 
British soldiers. Urquhart ruled that each refugee could possess no 
more than five pounds in cash and that no one could carry away 
silver-plate valuables.* But women sewed treasures into their 
garments, and families found ways to smuggle their silver spoons, 


bowls, and teapots in the goods that were piled on their carts.° 
Urquhart issued a special secret pass that allowed Henry Pelham, 
John Singleton Copley’s halfbrother, to “take a plan of the towns of 
Boston & Charlestown and the Rebel works round these places.” 
Pelham was also assigned a sergeant and some soldiers to help him 
when he was in Boston. When he prowled as a British agent beyond 
Redcoat control, he acted like an artist making sketches. His spying 
gave the British detailed cartographic intelligence about Rebel 
fortifications—and gave posterity a magnificent map of the greater 


Boston area.’ 


In a letter to Copley in England, Pelham sketched Boston in 
words. The “Sword of Civil War is now unsheathd,” he wrote. 
“Thousands are reduced to absolute Poverty... . Buisness of any kind 
is entirely Stop’d... . We find it disagreeable living entirely upon salt 
Meat... . 


Almost every shop and store is shut.” At a dinner in August with 
General Howe, Pelham had “the only bit of fresh Meat I have tasted 
for very near four Months past. And then not with a good 
Conscience, considering the many Persons who in sickness are 
wanting that and most of the Convenency of Life. The usual pleas 
now made by those who beg a little Bacon or Saltfish is that its for a 


sick person.”® 


Loyalists responded to the blockade by promising “to contribute 
our Aid to the internal Security of the Town.” They formed a 
voluntary association, saying that they would do whatever Gage 
deemed necessary or by helping “to raise a Sum of Money for 


promoting this salutary Purpose.”? Gage, drawing from a pool of 
about two hundred Loyalist volunteers, assigned forty-nine to patrol 


the streets each night.!° 


Immediately after Bunker Hill, Gage found a mission for 
mandamus councillor Abijah Willard. He was put in charge of one 
hundred Loyalists assigned to find food for Gage’s troops, a 
demanding task in hungry Boston. Details on exactly how Willard’s 
victuallers did it are lacking; one report credits them with delivering 
one hundred oxen and sheep. James Putnam of Worcester, another 
councillor who had been targeted by Rebels, took command of a 


company of Brigadier Ruggles’s Loyalist volunteers.1' Three 
hundred Loyalists—with more signing up every day—formed a 
significant portion of the population. As people poured out of 
Boston, the number of residents dropped to 6,753. Gage had to feed 


5,000 British troops and their families: 18,600 wives and children. !2 


At this early point in the blockade Gage did not anticipate 
firefights inside Boston. Selectmen had assured him that all the 
residents had been disarmed. But Gage did not trust the selectmen, 
for good reason. They were all pro-Rebel, and at least one was a Son 
of Liberty. Presumably Gage’s many spies had reported widespread 
possession of firearms by lingering Boston Rebels. His proclamation 
ordered all firearms to be delivered immediately to a Loyalist- 
controlled courthouse. All who held on to firearms “should be 


deemed enemies to his majesty’s government.”!* People turned in 
1,778 “firearms” (presumably muskets), 973 bayonets, 634 pistols, 


and 38 blunderbusses.!4 


In Cambridge, Loyalists and Patriots sparred but did not fight. 
Friends of departed Loyalists barricaded the entrances to vacated 
houses and nailed doors closed to seal off rooms piled high with 
furniture and other bulky valuables, stored for the day of victorious 
return. Patriots, who outnumbered their opponents, forced the 
guardians to take down the barricades and then plundered the 


houses.!° One of the houses belonged to John Nutting, the busy 
carpenter who had supervised the building of British barracks in 
Boston. His house served up a bit of irony: According to a Tory 
neighbor, it “was made a Barrack for the american Souldiers and 


much Damaged thereby.”!° 


During the lull in Boston and Cambridge, Patriots in Maine—the 
sparsely populated northernmost part of the Massachusetts Colony— 
sparked a confrontation with the Royal Navy. In Falmouth, Thomas 
Coulson, a wealthy Loyalist merchant, was outfitting his ship, the 
Minerva, and had ordered sails and rigging from Britain in defiance 
of the Patriot embargo on British goods. When the ship carrying 
Coulson’s goods arrived, Patriots ordered it to go to sea without 
unloading its cargo. Coulson objected, claiming that the ship was 
unfit for a return voyage and needed repairs. But when the repairs 
dragged on, Patriots decided that the ship had tarried too long and 
repeated their demand. 


William Tyng, Falmouth’s Tory sheriff, had been given a colonel’s 
commission by General Gage. Expecting waterfront trouble, Tyng 
asked for help. Gage sent HMS Canceaux, a merchantman converted 
into an eight-gun Royal Navy warship, under the command of Lt. 
Henry Mowatt. The Canceaux’s appearance happened to coincide 
with the arrival of news of Lexington and Concord. Fearing that 
emboldened Rebels would move against them, Coulson and Tyng 


sought refuge on the warship, along with the Reverend John 
Wiswall, a Church of England clergyman, and some of his flock. 


As the standoff crisis seemed to ease, sixty militiamen from 
Brunswick, led by Col. Samuel Thompson, arrived to support the 
Patriots. Mowatt, Wiswall, and the ship’s physician had disembarked 
and werestrolling onshore when, apparently on impulse, some of 
Thompson’s men pounced on them. Both Patriots and Loyalists were 
shocked. Mowatt’s second in command, learning of the kidnapping, 
threatened to shell the town if Mowatt was not released. He fired a 
couple of blanks as a warning. 


Panic swept through the town. As one witness wrote, “Our women 
were ... in tears, or praying, or screaming; precipitately leaving 
their houses, especially those whose husbands were not at home, 
and widows, hurrying their goods into countrymen’s carts ... and 


carrying their children either out of town, or up to the south.”!” 


Thompson, pressured from both sides, released his captives 
“under parole.” Wiswall came ashore, was interrogated by Patriots, 
promised to return to his parsonage—and sneaked back to the 
Canceaux. The crisis worsened as some six hundred Patriot 
militiamen from nearby towns poured into Falmouth. A few 
militiamen, rebelling against their own officers, seized them and 
demanded rum and food as ransom. Other militiamen threatened to 
attack local Loyalists—or even the Canceaux. 


The crisis ended when Coulson’s Minerva, the ship that started it 
all, used its illicitly imported sails and rigging to head for Boston, 
carrying off Falmouth’s first Loyalist refugees—Tyng, Wiswall, and 


Coulson. Their families would follow later.!® 


The next confrontation between Maine Rebels and the Royal Navy 
flared into the first naval battle of the Revolution. Maine provided 
Boston with much of its lumber. Ichabod Jones, who had built one 
of the first sawmills in the little town of Machias, had made his 
fortune by delivering Boston goods to Machias in exchange for 
lumber. Machias, a river town up Machias Bay, was so far north and 
so isolated that its people associated themselves more with Nova 


Scotia than with Boston. The town did not have a militia, but it did 
have a Liberty pole and a Committee of Correspondence and 


Safety.1° 


On June 2 Jones sailed up the Machias River aboard a British 
warship, the armed schooner HMS Margaretta, ready for trouble. 
Accompanying the warship were two coastal trading sloops that 
were to deliver goods to Machias and carry off lumber. The sloops 
tiedup at the wharf while the Margaretta anchored offshore. Jones 
and Midshipman James Moore, the young captain of the Margaretta, 
went ashore. Jones announced that he was there to deliver supplies 
to Machias—if the town provided lumber. No lumber, no supplies. 
Jones did not identify his customer, but people knew it was the 
British Army, in need of lumber for barracks and floorboards for 
entrenchments and other earthworks. 


Midshipman Moore had something to add: If the town did not 
take down its Liberty pole, he would bombard Machias. 


Dublin-born Jeremiah O’Brien, a Patriot leader, stepped forward 
to say that a town meeting had voted for the Liberty pole, and only 
a town meeting could vote to take it down. O’Brien, knowing that 
town Tories were on Moore’s side, was stalling for time to rally 
Patriot support. He knew that the provincial congress had “strongly 
recommended” that no one supply the British troops with goods, 
including, specifically, timber, boards, spars, pickets, and tent 


poles.7° 


O’Brien also knew that if Machias did not get Jones’s goods, the 
town would not starve, not while there was game in the woods and 
fish in the sea and in the Machias River. No lumber sale meant only 
a shortage of rum, snuff, tobacco, and luxuries not many could 
afford anyway. Besides, anything could be smuggled, for a price, 
from Nova Scotia. 


The town meeting on Saturday, June 10, voted to keep the Liberty 
pole. Jones reacted by distributing provisions only to those who 


voted against it.2! O’Brien persuaded Moore and Jones to wait for a 
second vote on Monday. On Sunday, Moore and his officers were 


invited to the meetinghouse, which served as the Machias church. 
The Reverend James Lyon, a Presbyterian minister, was the pastor. 
As the chairman of the Patriots’ Committee of Safety and 
Correspondence, Lyon was undoubtedly aware that O’Brien and his 
Patriots had a reason for wanting their visitors to go to church. 


On Sunday, while listening to Lyon’s sermon, Moore looked 
around and noticed that there were few able-bodied men in the 
congregation. Through an open window he spotted a band of men 
approaching the church. Signaling his officers to follow, he leaped 
through the windowand led them racing down the road to the 
wharf. Jones, knowing the area, fled to the woods and hid there for 
several days, undoubtedly aided by Loyalist sympathizers. 


On board the Margaretta, an alert petty officer saw his officers 
being chased by a mob. He ordered a boat launched and fired a 
swivel gun, a small cannon mounted on a deck railing. The ball 
missed the pursuers but slowed them down. Moore and his officers 
made it to the boat, which was rapidly rowed back to the ship. 


The next day O’Brien, his five brothers, his black servant, and 
about twenty other men swarmed aboard the Unity, one of the 
trading ships, while another group of Rebels boarded the second 
trading ship, the Polly. The two crews had among them about 
twenty muskets, along with an assortment of clubs, pitchforks, and 
timber axes. One of the men lugged a large-caliber gun aboard the 
Unity. 

As the two ships set sail, the Margaretta slipped its anchor cable, 
hoisted sail, and headed down river toward the bay, six miles away. 
During the chase the Polly ran aground. When the Margaretta 
reached the bay, it fired on the fast-closing Unity, killing a man who 
had propped the big gun on a gunwale. Another man stepped 
forward and fired, killing the Margaretta helmsman. Musketry from 
the Unity raked the British warship. The two ships were so close that 
Moore, from the quarterdeck, could hurl small, powder-filled can- 
nonballs with lighted fuses down on the Unity, mortally wounding 
one man and wounding several others. 


O’Brien rammed the Unity into the Margaretta. His men lashed the 
ships together and leaped upon the Margaretta‘s deck. Moore, cutlass 
drawn, led his crewmen and marines against the boarders. In a 
fierce fight, Americans swung muskets, clubs, axes, and pitchforks 
against British bayonets and Moore’s cutlass. A lethal musket shot 
felled Moore, and the crew shortly surrendered. O’Brien leaped to 
the halyards and hauled down the British ensign. Four Americans 
were killed and ten wounded; the British suffered ten killed and ten 
wounded. O’Brien and two of his brothers later became privateers in 


the war against the British at sea. 


As for Ichabod Jones, he was caught in the Machias woods. 
Condemned as “a known enemy” by the provincial Committee of 
Safety, he was taken to a Massachusetts town four hundred miles 
from Machias and released under a large bond. His property was 


confiscated, a retribution that would befall more and more Tories.?° 


Widespread confiscation of Loyalist property got its start in 
Cambridge. The Committee of Safety decreed that hay belonging to 
John Vassall, an Addresser from Cambridge, was to be cut and used 
by the Patriots. They took over his abandoned Tory Row mansion 
and his two-hundred-acre estate, even ordering that his stables be 
reserved for Patriots’ horses. Vassall and his family soon went 
aboard one of the six Loyalist-laden ships that left Boston for 


England that summer.** 


Gage stationed about two hundred of his men on Boston Neck, the 
front line between British and American troops. He _ also 
strengthened the “Rebel redoubt” on Breed’s Hill, and fortified the 
Boston-to-Charlestown ferry stops and Moulton’s Point, where 
Howe’s troops had landed. Soldiers used wood salvaged from the 


ashes of Charles-town for fortifications, tent floors, and fuel.2° 
General Ward’s militiamen, numbering about sixteen thousand, 
threw up earthworks in a line from Cambridge to the Mystic River 
and built forts in Roxbury. The strongpoint in the Rebel line was on 


Prospect Hill in Charlestown (today’s Somerville), which loomed 
over Boston and the British fleet. 


Propaganda broadsheets compared life for Rebel sentries on 
Prospect Hill in Charlestown with life for British sentries on Bunker 


Hill:7° 

PROSPECT HILL BUNKER HILL 

1 Seven dollars a month.* 1 Three pence a day 
u Fresh provisions and in 
plenty. 

m Health. m The scurvy 


u Rotten salt pork. 


w Slavery, beggary, and want. and a 


w Freedom, ease, affluence, 
good farm. 


Management of the Massachusetts militiamen was shifting to 
Philadelphia, where the Continental Congress voted to create the 
Continental Army—and, shortly after, adopted the “Olive Branch 
Petition.” The document was so effusive in its homage to the “Most 
Gracious Sovereign” from “your Majesty’s faithful subjects” that it 
could have been written by a Loyalist. 


The delegates said they felt “required by indispensable obligations 
to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow subjects, and to 
ourselves, immediately to use all the means in our power not 
incompatible with our safety, for stopping the further effusion of 
blood... . We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal 
authority and influence may be graciously interposed to procure us 
relief from our afflicting fears and jealousies.” The king ignored the 
olive branch, declaring that the colonies were in “an open and 
avowed rebellion” and that “all our Officers, civil and military, are 
obliged to exert their utmost endeavours to suppress such 


rebellion.”2” 


While waving the olive branch, however, Congress asked Virginia, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania to raise ten companies of riflemen. 
They would be the first soldiers to be mustered into the new army, 


and they would be carrying a marksman’s weapon. The rifleman’s 
gun, unlike a militiaman’s smoothbore musket, was rifled—long 
spiral grooves inside the barrel engaged the ball, starting it spinning 
along an axis at right angles to the direction it was shot. Stabilized 
instead of tumbling, the bullet could fly straighter and farther. 


Congress next selected George Washington, a Virginia plantation 
owner, as commander in chief of the Continental Army. He was still 
remembered as a hero in the French and Indian War, when he had 
been a fearless twenty-three-year-old Virginia militia officer—”4 
bullets through my Coat, and two Horses shot under me” in one 


battle.2° And his appointment gave to the South military power that 
would offset New England political power. 


Traveling northward from his Virginia home, he took the 
Alexandria ferry across the Potomac River. A ferry going in the 
opposite direction carried an old friend, the Reverend Jonathan 
Boucher, an Anglican clergyman. “Some patriots in our boat 
huzzaed,” Boucherlater wrote, “and gave three cheers.” He confined 
himself to doffing his hat. Washington asked the ferries to stop, and 
he spoke for a few minutes to Boucher. Washington knew him not as 
an avowed Tory but as the learned man who had tutored 
Washington’s stepson and often dined at Mount Vernon. Boucher 
bluntly told Washington that Americans would soon declare for 
independence. Washington denied that he was “joining in any such 
measures,” Boucher recalled. Like most of his supporters, the new 
general believed that the colonies were seeking a redress of 
grievances, not independence. 


Soon Boucher would be committed to his own civil war, 
preaching with a pair of loaded pistols resting on a cushion in his 
pulpit. He had “given notice that if any man, or body of men, could 
possibly be so lost to all sense of decency ... to drag me out of my 
own pulpit, I should think myself justified before God and man in 
repelling violence by violence”—stating what was the moral basis 
for the Loyalists’ decision to arm themselves. Boucher would sail for 
exile in England nine months later, before the Continental Congress 


declared the independence that Washington had not yet realized he 
was actually fighting for.° 


The first armed Loyalists to patrol the streets of Boston were 
members of General Ruggles’s Loyal American Association. 
Ruggles’s men did not have uniforms; a patroller simply identified 
himself by tying a white scarf around his left arm. They patrolled 
“the District about Liberty Tree & the Lanes, Alleys & Wharves 
adjacent” from sunset to sunrise to “prevent all disorders within the 
district by either Signals, Fires, Thieves, Robers, house breakers or 


Rioters.”°° Included among them were Edward Winslow and George 
Leonard, veterans of the Lexington-Concord expedition. 


One patroller, Job Williams, led an attack on the Liberty Tree, a 
great elm on which Sons of Liberty had been hanging effigies of 
Tory officials since Stamp Act days. Williams and his cohorts 
chopped down the tree. By one account one man was killed in a fall 
while attempting to cut off a limb of the tree. Williams went on to 


become a captain in a Loyalist regiment.*! 
An early muster roll of the patrollers lists several men who 


represented the upper ranks of Massachusetts society.°2 Richard 
Saltonstall, Harvard ‘51, whose family had lived in Massachusetts 
for six generations, had been a superior court judge and a colonel in 
the French and Indian War. After a short term of service in the 
association, he decided he could not take sides in the war and sailed 


to England, never to return.*? Thomas Aston Coffin, Harvard ‘72, 
came from a similarly illustrious family whose members included 
the holder of one of the most lucrative of royal posts: Receiver 


General and Cashier of His Majesty’s Customs.°* John Lindall 
Borland, Harvard ‘72, was born and bred on Tory Row. He went 
from patrolling Boston to serving as a lieutenant colonel in the 
British Army.*° Zebedee Terry later joined a Loyalist regiment,°° as 


did Benjamin Pollard.°” 


The chaplain of the Loyal American Association was the Reverend 
John Troutbeck, who in 1753 had been sent to America as a 
missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. He became the assistant rector of King’s Chapel, 


Boston’s oldest Anglican church.*° Harried as an Addresser, he left 
for England in 1776. He was remembered, in Rebel doggerel, as 
having been both a clergyman and a distiller: 


His Sunday aim is to reclaim Those that in vice are sunk, When 


Monday’s come he selleth rum, And gets them plaguey drunk?? 


Although Ruggles was one of the most militant Loyalists, Patriot 
neighbors treated him with restraint. After confiscating the arms 
and ammunition found in his home, the Patriots confined him to 
one of his farms, about ninety miles west of Boston, allowing him to 
leave only on Sundays, “fast days, or some other public days,” and 
charging him for the pay of his guards. After a short time members 
of thetown meeting voted to allow him “to go to Boston, and live 


there, if he pleases.”4° He did, arriving in time to give Gage advice 
prior to the battle of Bunker Hill. His association became a model 
for two other Loyalist groups later formed in Boston: the Royal 
North British Volunteers Formation, made up of “North British 
Merchants,”7 and the Loyal Irish Volunteers, consisting mostly of 
Irish merchants. 


Royal North British Volunteers, each wearing a blue hat bearing a 
Saint Andrew’s Cross (the blue-and-white emblem of Scotland), 
were to “take into Custody all Suspicious & Disorderly Persons 
found in the Streets at improper Hours.” Similar duties were 
assigned to the Loyal Irish, who attached white cockades (rosettes or 


knots of ribbon) to their hats as badges.*! 


Gage did not bring the volunteers into the regular military 
establishment because that was not the way the British Army 
worked at that time. Officers came from the noble ruling class. They 
purchased and sold their commissions. Americans had become 
aware of this practice during the French and Indian War, when 


“provincial” regiments went into battle side by side with British 
forces but were not integrated, and American officers were not 
given equal treatment with their British counterparts. One of the 
provincials who discovered this was Col. George Washington of the 
Virginia Regiment. After learning that he could not be given a 


British Army commission higher than captain, he resigned.* 


When Washington arrived in Cambridge, he first boarded at the 
home of the president of Harvard, who was a Son of Liberty. 
Washington then moved, setting up his headquarters in the Tory 


Row mansion that General Ward had taken over.*? In Cambridge 
and Boston, Washington found not warfare but stalemate. Loyalists 
fled to Boston and Patriots left, all seeking safety. Soldiers fought 
spasmodically. The British made thrusts across the Neck or tried to 
drive the Rebels off Prospect Hill. The Rebels slipped into enemy 
territory to burn a barn or kill a Redcoat. In the Rebel ranks were 
snipers and Indians armed with bows and arrows. On one June day, 


two Indians killed four Regulars.** 


The Indians, members of the Stockbridge tribe of Massachusetts, 
joined the Patriots’ ranks after a propaganda drive aimed at gaining 


allies from several eastern tribes.4? The Massachusetts Provincial 
Congress sent a letter to Indian leaders, telling them that the British 
“want to get all our money ... and prevent us from having guns and 
powder to use and kill deer, wolves and other game with or to send 
to you for you to kill your game and to get skins and furs to trade 


with us for what you want.”4© Gage reacted by telling Lord 
Dartmouth in a letter that “we need not be tender of calling upon 


the Savages, as the Rebels have shewn us the Example.”*” Gage’s 
remark foreshadowed the British use of Indians as allies, especially 
along the New York—Canadian border. 


The arrival of riflemen sharpened the close combat along the 
lines. The British were stunned by the way their sentries were 
picked off by these backwoods marksmen. A British newspaper, 


quoting a letter from Norfolk, Virginia, described their uniforms as 
“something like a shirt, double caped over the shoulder, in imitation 
of the Indians; and on the breast, in capital letters, is their motto, 
‘Liberty or Death!’” One captured rifleman was taken to England as 
a curio, much like the American Indians displayed in previous 


times.*® 


“Never had the British Army so ungenerous an enemy to oppose,” 
a British officer complained. They “send their riflemen (five or six at 
a time), who conceal themselves behind trees, &c., till an 
opportunity presents itself of taking a shot at our advanced sentries; 


which done, they immediately retreat.”*? 


The British Army did not yet see its ungenerous enemy as soldiers 
worthy of decent treatment as prisoners. Washington, who knew 
Gage from the French and Indian War, viewed him at first as an 
honorable opponent playing by the accepted rules of war. But when 
Washington learned that Americans captured in the Bunker Hill 
battle were notbeing treated as prisoners of war, he wrote to Gage 
saying he was shocked that the men had been “thrown 
indiscriminately into a common jail appropriated for felons” and 
that some of them, “languishing with wounds and sickness,” had 
undergone amputations in the jail. Gage responded by saying that 
he viewed the captives as criminals “whose lives by the laws of the 


land are destined to the cord”—the noose.°? 


Gage, representing British authority, believed he was dealing with 
a rebellion and a civil war. He saw local Loyalists as counterrebels 
who could aid him. Gage had a limited view, for militant Loyalists 
looked beyond Boston. They saw themselves as having more to 
contribute to the war than service as a home guard for the British 
garrison. Tory civilians were beginning to realize they were caught 
in an unforeseen war. “We are in the strangest state in the world, 
surrounded on all sides,” wrote a Tory woman in Boston. “The 
whole country is in arms, and intrenched. We are deprived of fresh 
provisions, subject to continual alarms and cannonadings, the 


provincials being very audacious, and advancing near to our 


lines.”°! 


Gage called on the Royal Navy to help feed his hungry soldiers 
and civilian wards. The British Army had grown to about six 
thousand men. Its supply line, which stretched to England, was 
menaced by Patriot privateers. Adm. Samuel Graves, commander of 
the Royal Navy’s North American Squadron, judged that the 
rebellious acts of colonists had “rendered our dependance for Fuel 


and fresh provisions very precarious.”°” 


Capt. Sir James Wallace, commanding officer of the Rose, on 
station off Newport, Rhode Island, gathered provisions by having his 
sailors and marines go ashore and take what they needed. When 
farmers moved their livestock inland, Wallace sailed to Bristol, 
Rhode Island, where he sent an officer ashore in a longboat. When it 
came alongside the wharf, the officer demanded that a small 
delegation of town officials accompany him back to the Rose to meet 
with Wallace. A magistrate gruffly told him that if his captain 
wanted to talk, he should come ashore himself. 


The officer returned to the Rose and reported to Wallace. Back in 
March, Wallace had had experience with cheeky Rebels, who had 
intercepted a letter sent to him by Col. Thomas Gilbert, leader of the 
Tory militia in Freetown. Now, infuriated by another act of 
disrespect, Wallace opened fire on the town. 


After a few cannonballs struck, the town leaders agreed to go 
aboard the Rose. Wallace demanded two hundred sheep and thirty 
head of cattle. The townsmen balked, saying that much livestock 
was unavailable. Negotiations ended when Wallace made his final 
offer: “If you will promise to supply me with forty sheep, at or 
before twelve o’clock, I will assure you that another gun shall not be 
discharged.” The townsmen agreed. Rose crewmen loaded the sheep 


on board, and Wallace sailed off with his fleet to Boston.°? 


A few days later Admiral Graves issued an order to Lt. Henry 
Mowatt, captain of HMS Canceaux and recent victim of abduction 
by Falmouth Patriots. “My Design,” Graves wrote, “is to chastize 


Mar-blehead, Salem, Newbury Port, Cape Anne _ Harbour, 
Portsmouth [New Hampshire], Ipswich, Falmouth in Casco Bay, and 
particularly Mechias where the Margaretta was taken ... and where 
preparations I am informed are now making to invade the Province 


of Nova Scotia.”°* Graves was right. Machias was the secret 
headquarters of American Rebels and anti-British Nova Scotians 
who were planning an invasion. One of the planners was the 
Reverend James Lyon, the Presbyterian clergyman who had been a 


confederate of the Machias captors of the Margaretta.°° 


The Canceaux and three other warships left Boston on October 8, 
1775. Supposedly, bad weather forced Mowatt to change course and 
as a result Falmouth became the first port he would “chastise.” But 
Mowatt obviously had a personal reason for picking Falmouth. On 
October 17 he sent an officer ashore with a warning that he would 
bombard the town in two hours. He also invited local Loyalists to 
come aboard the Canceaux. None did, fearing that they would be 
shot as they rowed to the warship. 


A committee that included a leading Loyalist won a delay until 
the next morning, when Mowatt ordered all five ships to begin a 
cannonade with shells and the incendiary balls called carcasses. The 
bombardment, in his words, “continued till six, by that hour the 
body of the town was in one flame.” Then Mowatt sent some men 
ashore to finish the mission by setting fire “to the vessels, wharfs, 
storehouses, as well as to many parts of the town that escaped from 
the shells and carcasses.”°° The bombardment destroyed about 
three-quarters of the town’s buildings, including about 130 
dwellings, many of them housing two or three families; a church, 
the courthouse, the library, and almost every store and warehouse. 
Sheriff Tyng’s mansion was spared, spotlighting his Tory status and 
guaranteeing his self-exile.°’ Fourteen ships were burned and 


several others seized.°° 


As autumn settled on Boston, Gage made one of his last decisions in 
America, for he was scheduled to sail to England on October 10. 
Knowing that his successor, General Howe, would soon go into 
winter quarters, Gage wanted his soldiers—many of them living in 
tents—to have decent shelter by occupying some of Boston’s many 
abandoned houses. To find someone to supervise the emptying of 
the houses and the storing of their contents, he reached beyond 
Massachusetts to the Tory stronghold of New York. He chose Crean 
Brush, a striving, self-promoting Dublin-born Loyalist. 


In the words of Gage’s commission, Brush would become the 
official receiver of “large quantities of Goods, Wares, and 
Merchandize, Chattles and Effects of considerable value left in the 
Town of Boston by persons who have thought proper to depart 
therefrom.” To give the looting a veneer of legitimacy, Gage ordered 
townspeople to provide Urquhart, the town major, with their names 
and addresses so that someday their property could be returned. 
Then, in a conflicting proclamation, he made a leading Loyalist the 


sole auctioneer for selling off the goods to the highest bidder.°? 


Brush affected a military-style wardrobe and, claiming to be a 
former British Army officer, demanded to be addressed as “Colonel.” 
He had arrived in northeastern New York about a dozen years 
before. As a favored Loyalist in New York, he became wealthy by 
simultaneouslyserving in placeman posts, becoming a member of 
the legislature, and acquiring land. 


Most of Brush’s holdings were in disputed territory claimed by 
New York, New Hampshire, and a land speculator named Ethan 
Allen. Brush solved the dispute by introducing a bill that outlawed 
Allen and his lieutenants in the Green Mountain Boys, a guerrila 
force originally formed to fight for disputed land bordering on 
Vermont. By 1775 he was the owner of twenty thousand acres. But 
Patriots took over the New York legislature, which wiped out 


Brush’s claims and made him a public enemy.®° In 1777 most of his 
New York land would become part of the Republic of Vermont. 


In Boston, Brush used his newfound connection with Gage to ask 
a favor: When the general arrived in London, would he please 
present a petition to King George III? The petition asked royal 
approval of Brush’s plan to “raise a Body of Volunteers,” a three- 
hundred-man unit modeled on the Royal Fencible Americans, an 
early Loyalist regiment formed in Nova Scotia.* Brush promised that 
he and his men would “open a Line of communication” from the 
Connecticut River westward toward Lake Champlain. 


Brush said his “intimate Knowledge of that Frontier” would 
enable him to track down the “dangerous Gang of Lawless Banditti, 
who, without the least pretext of Title, have, by Violence, possessed 
themselves of a large Tract of Interior Territory.” That territory, of 


course, was land that Brush claimed.°! On the New York frontier, 
British officials did depend on Loyalist allies but did not need any 
help from Crean Brush. 


Brush’s emptying of houses was only part of the British pillaging 
of Boston. Dragoons turned the Old South Church into a riding 
school, hacking and carrying away the pulpit and pews and 
spreading dirt and gravel on the floor. An exquisitely carved pew, 
with silk seats, was taken off to become a hog-sty. A stove was 
installed, thechurch library’s books and manuscripts providing the 
kindling. Another church became a barracks, and its steeple was 
dismantled for firewood, as was the entire church. More than one 
hundred houses were torn down for firewood. Some of the work was 


done by members of Ruggles’s Loyal American Association.° 


So much looting was going on that General Howe directed his 
provost marshal “to go his rounds, attended by the executioner, 
with orders to hang up on the spot the first man he should detect in 


the fact without waiting for further proof for trial.”©? Because of the 
food shortage, Howe, loosening the rules, allowed families to leave 
in increasing numbers. Loyalists appealed to him to stop the exodus 
because they feared that the Rebels would burn down the town if its 
only population were Tories and soldiers. Howe agreed, after letting 
some three hundred people leave on November 25. When they got 


past the checkpoint, one was dead and two were dying. Washington, 
fearing a smallpox epidemic, barred the refugees from the American 


camp.°* 


Soon after taking over from Gage, Howe formed quasi-military 
“companies,” commanded by officers he named, and directed by 
members of the mandamus council. Volunteers for the companies, 
he proclaimed, “shall be properly armed, and an allowance of fuel 
and provisions be made to those requiring the same, equal to what 


is issued to his Majesty’s troops within the garrison.”°° 


By December members of another Loyalist home guard unit— 
three hundred Royal Fencible Americans—were patrolling the 
streets, on the watch for fires and burglaries while Crean Brush was 


busily emptying houses.°° Generals Howe and Washington, 
meanwhile, were planning their strategies for the months ahead. 
Howe looked to New York as the next battleground. Washington 
looked to Canada. 


* This generally meant real silver. 


* Seven dollars had about the same purchasing power as about $200 in 2009. 


at 


* A “fencible soldier” was eligible for home service only. The British interpreted this to 


mean that fencibles could be deployed anywhere in the colonies. 


6 
INTO THE FOURTEENTH COLONY 
Canapa, 1775 


My friends and Fellow Subjects—The unhappy necessity which subsists 
of dislodging the Ministerial Troops obliges me to carry on Hostilities 
against your city... . I find myself reduced to Measures which may 


overwhelm you with Distress! 


—Brig. Gen. Richard Montgomery, letter to the people of Quebec! 


shington was on his way to Cambridge, as commander in chief 
Wor the Continental Army, when General Ward and his council of 

war decided to invade Canada. First Congress and then 
Washington ratified the decision, for there was reason to believe 
that Canada, Britain’s fourteenth colony, would join the other 
thirteen in rebellion. Hope was strengthened by fresh news of 
revolutionary fervor to the north. 


On May 1, 1775, only twelve days after the Battles of Lexington 
and Concord, an anonymous rebel in Montreal defaced a bust of the 
king and hung on it a mock rosary, with potatoes for beads. 
Attached was a sign in French that said, “Here’s the Canadian Pope 


and English Fool.”? The desecration triggered widespread clashes 
between supporters and opponents of British rule. When word of the 
incident reached Congress, invasion enthusiasts believed that 
apotential Son of Canadian Liberty had spiritually joined the 
American revolt. 


The symbolic attack on the king was inspired by an uproar over 
the Quebec Act, which went into effect on May 1. American Patriots 
detested the act because it barred western expansion. Canadians 


were infuriated by the act’s acceptance of Catholics as royal 
officeholders and its legalization of previously outlawed priests. So 
there was a tenuous anti-British link between Canadians and 
Americans. 


But congressmen who backed the invasion nevertheless believed 
that if New England and the other colonies wanted freedom from 
British oppression, then Canadians would certainly feel the same. 
Enthusiasts ignored the fact that Canadian Catholics, mainly in 
Quebec, distrusted Protestant New England. Among Canadiens 
(French-speaking Canadians), the common name for New 
Englanders in particular and Americans in general was Bostonais, a 
derogatory term which came to mean anything that was terrible and 


violent.? 


The congressmen saw a march northward as a friendly act of 
liberation from British tyranny, not as an unprovoked attack on a 
neighbor. Washington, sidestepping the ideology, endorsed the 
congressional invasion proposal on strategic grounds: The invasion 
would block a possible British thrust into New York from Quebec. 
That peril was real, for British officials and American Loyalists along 
the New York frontier were already rousing Indians against the 
Patriots. The British Department of Indian Affairs—an agency more 
military than political—had dozens of agents in northern New York 


recruiting Indian allies. Throughout the war a British-Indian- 
Loyalist alliance would fight the Patriots along the New York— 
Canada frontier. 


Congress launched the campaign against Canada by instructing 
Maj. Gen. Philip J. Schuyler to lead a strong force to Ticonderoga, 
destroy any vessels that the British could use for an invasion of New 
York, and then launch an invasion of his own. He was ordered to 
seize St. John’s on the Richelieu River north of Lake Champlain, a 
gateway to Montreal—and then take Montreal itself. Congress added 
an odd condition that showed American sensibilities toward the 
neighbor tothe north: Invade only if the invasion “will not be 


disagreeable to the Canadians.”° 


Washington, after approving the Schuyler expedition, ordered Col. 
Benedict Arnold to lead a second march through the Maine 
wilderness to Quebec. Washington gave Arnold copies of an appeal 
that was to be handed out to the “Friends and Brethren” of Canada, 
asking them to join in the rebellion against British rule. In a bid for 
Catholic support, Washington wrote, “The cause of America and of 
liberty is the cause of every virtuous American Citizen Whatever 


may be his Religion or his descent.”° 


For a long time the focal point in Canada for Patriot activities was 
Nova Scotia. In 1768, when the Massachusetts legislature sent a 
circular letter protesting the Townshend Acts to all the colonies, 
Nova Scotia was included as a sister colony. The letter so distressed 
Nova Scotia’s lieutenant governor that he felt compelled to send a 
message to London, assuring the minister for colonial affairs that 
“no temptation, however great, will lead the inhabitants of this 
colony to show the least inclination to oppose acts of the British 


parliament.”” 


In October 1774, the Continental Congress invited Quebec to send 
delegates to Philadelphia for the next session. “We do not ask you, 
by this address, to commence acts of hostility against the 
government of our common Sovereign,” the invitation said. “We 
only invite you to consult your own glory and welfare, and complete 


this highly desirable union.”® Congress translated the invitation into 
French and sent two thousand copies to Thomas Walker, a Montreal 
merchant who was an ex-Bostonian and a friend of the Rebels. He 


distributed the invitations to French-speaking Canadians.’ Quebec 
declined the invitation. 


Walker, once a justice of the peace, was a notorious foe of British 
rules about the billeting of Redcoats. In 1764 he and four other 
magistrates had imprisoned a British officer in a dispute over his 
lodgings. Four masked men avenged the officer by breaking into 
Walker’s house, beating him severely, and hacking off one of his 


ears. Foursoldiers were arrested for the assault, put on trial, and 
acquitted. A subsequent trial of four others ended the same way. 
The acquittals added to Walker’s rage. By 1773 he was the leader of 
a small group of radical Canadians—and a spy for both Benedict 
Arnold and Ethan Allen. A year later, he was a full-fledged 
revolutionary, eager to bring a fourteenth colony into the 


Revolution. !° 


Colonial officials in Canada, reacting to the whiff of Revolution 
from across the border, began to fear that opposition to royal rule 
could be contagious. Chief Justice Jonathan Belcher, Jr., of Nova 
Scotia founded the Association for Loyal Allegiance, whose members 
aided authorities who were mobilizing to repel the invaders. Martial 
law was later decreed, and strangers entering the province had to 


report to a magistrate or be treated as American spies.‘! American 
Loyalists were fleeing from northern New York into Canada—and 


pro-Patriot Canadians were crossing into New York or Maine.! 


This was the setting when General Schuyler, a wealthy Albany 
entrepreneur, assumed command of the invasion army. He had 
fought at Ticonderoga during the French and Indian War. Now he 
was back at Ticonderoga, the terminus for the long-established 
waterway path to Canada. Schuyler, ailing and overly cautious, took 
his time, spending weeks gathering supplies and building boats for 


the trip northward down Lake Champlain.'!* He was soon eclipsed 
by his younger and brasher second in command, Brig. Gen. Richard 
Montgomery, an Irishman turned American Patriot. 


Montgomery had sold his captain’s commission in the British 
Army, immigrated to America in 1771, and bought a sixty-seven- 
acre farm at King’s Bridge, about a dozen miles up the Hudson from 
New York City. While stationed in New York during the French and 
Indian War, he had met Janet Livingston, daughter of the ruling 
land baron of the most powerful Patriot family in New York. Later, 
back in New York as a wealthy, charming immigrant, he courted 
Janet Livingston. They were married in July 1773 at Clermont, the 


family’s thirteen-thousand-acre Hudson Valley estate.'* One of his 


brothers-in-law was Robert R. Livingston, Jr., who would be a 
member of the “Committee of Five” that drafted the Declaration of 


Independence.!° 


When Montgomery volunteered to go to war, his wife had a 
nightmare in which she saw him die of wounds inflicted by his 
brother. Entwined in that nightmare was her vision of the civil war 
that had struck even Clermont: Three of Montgomery’s officers 
would carry the Livingston name into Canadian battles. But, while 
the Livingstons fought for the Patriots, most of their tenants, turning 


against their landlords, became avowed Tories.'!© The phenomenon, 
repeated on baronial estates all along the Hudson Valley, was 
inspired by the tenants’ belief that after the war the victorious 
British would distribute land to Americans who had supported the 


king.” 


On September 5 Schuyler issued a proclamation that said “the 
Grand Congress” had sent the army to “Expell” British troops 
“which now, acting under the orders of a Despotic Ministry, would 
wish to Enslave their Countrymen.” He also vowed that he would do 


no harm to Indians, known to be mostly pro-British.!® 


Schuyler, who suffered from gout and rheumatism, stayed behind 
as Montgomery led about one thousand men in a fleet of boats to 
Fort St. John’s, on the Richelieu River north of Lake Champlain. 
They landed a mile and a half from the fort and were slogging 
through a marsh when they were ambushed by Capt. Gilbert Tice of 
the British Department of Indian Affairs, who commanded a 
combined force of Loyalists and Indians. In the thirty-minute 
firefight, Tice lost ten men, Montgomery eight. Tice, an American 
Tory who had run a tavern in Johnstown, New York, had been 


recruiting for some time in the border area.!? 


Schuyler, too ill to go on, put Montgomery in command and 
returned to Ticonderoga. Montgomery, realizing that his force was 
too green and disorganized for an attack on the fort, began a siege. 


He also sent small detachments northward to recruit Canadians. 
Ethan Allen, acting on his own as usual, declared that he would 
seize Montreal with the aid of Canadians who would rise up and 


join the American side.?° Instead, British troops, aided by Canadian 
Loyalists, captured Allen and forty of his Green Mountain Boys. 
Allen was shipped to England and would not be exchanged until 


1778.21 


Fort St. John’s finally surrendered on November 2, and 
Montgomery headed for Montreal, which had a small British 
garrison. Another fort, north of St. John’s, fell quickly. Among the 
British officers captured was Lt. John André, who was destined to 
play a much larger role in the Revolution. The colors of André’s 
regiment were furled and sent to Congress as a trophy of a victory 


on the path to Quebec.?2 


Arnold, meanwhile, had started off with 1,050 men on his epic 
expedition, which began on September 13 with a march from 
Cambridge to Newburyport, where the men boarded ships for a 
three-day voyage to a port up the Kennebec River. There a fleet of 
more than two hundred newly built bateaux awaited the troops for 
the next leg of their journey through the wilds of Maine. To 
penetrate these seemingly trackless forests, Arnold had a copy of a 
map that showed a paddle-and-portage route to Quebec. He 
expected to reach the city in three weeks. 


The map was made during the French and Indian War by John 
Montrésor, a brilliant young British Army engineer. How Arnold 
obtained the map is not known, but he had been to Quebec as a 
merchant during that war and had known Indians who had made 
the journey. He may have met Montrésor, for Arnold also had a 
copy of Montrésor’s handwritten journal describing his two round- 


trip journeys from Quebec to the Maine coast.?° 


Arnold plunged into the unknown with faith in the map and his 
handpicked men, who included keen-eyed Virginia riflemen famous 


for their sniping of British sentinels in Boston. Their commander 
was Capt. Daniel Morgan, a future hit-and-run fighter against 
Redcoats and Tories in the South. One of Arnold’s other officers was 
nineteen-year-old Aaron Burr, accompanied part of the way by a 
beautiful young Indian woman whom soldiers called Golden 


Thighs.7* 


Knowing that he needed to update Montrésor’s map, Arnold 
commissioned a Maine surveyor to make copies for his officers and 
add information about the depths and speeds of the Kennebec. The 
surveyor, who had worked for a Loyalist-owned land company and 
wasalmost certainly a Loyalist himself, deliberately introduced 
errors into the map. It probably had some inaccuracies already 
because British Army clerks routinely put errors on copies of maps 


likely to fall into enemy hands.*° 


The doctored map produced lost days, lost miles, and a loss of 
embittered men who wandered off, hoping to find a way home. The 
bateaux were difficult to maneuver and, in Arnold’s words, “very 


badly built.”*° Day after day men paddled and portaged, carrying 
the four-hundred-pound boats on their chafing shoulders, working 
up hills, slogging through swamps and bogs, soldiering on for nearly 
six hundred miles. In the fifty-one-day struggle against storm, 
disease, hunger, and despair, Arnold lost 40 percent of his men to 


death or desertion.?” 


On November 12 Montgomery reached Montreal, which was 
defended by only about 150 men. Attempting to evacuate the city, 
they embarked in a fleet of small boats. Headwinds and cannon fire 
stopped the exodus. But their commander escaped and set out for 
Quebec. He was Gen. Guy Carleton, both governor of Quebec and 
commander of Canadian forces, under General Gage. 


As Carleton found himself defending his province against invasion, 
he drew upon his experience as a courageous officer in the French 


and Indian War—and his discovery that he possessed _ political 
courage. He had been involved in the writing of the Quebec Act, 
which he viewed as a bulwark against a French insurgency. And 
when the possibility of an American invasion loomed, he had taken 


the unpopular step of placing the province under martial law.7® 


Carleton was ready when Arnold and more than six hundred 
starving and exhausted survivors of his march reached the southern 
side of the St. Lawrence River, directly across from Quebec. Arnold 
immediately began to gather boats and canoes for a crossing. And 
he found some obvious supporters of the invasion: people willing to 
help his men make scaling ladders for an assault on the city’s 


walls.2? 


Arnold also got the help of Thomas Walker, the Montreal radical. 
When the invasion began, Carleton had arrested and jailed 
Walkerfor recruiting Canadians to fight against the British and their 
Loyalists. As Carleton was escaping from Montreal, he put Walker 


on a Quebec-bound ship, which Americans captured.*° As soon as 


he was freed, Walker made his way to Arnold.*! Another ally was 
Philadelphia-born David Franks, a civilian volunteer who served as 
Arnold’s aide-de-camp. A prominent Jew in Catholic Quebec, Franks 
had been accused of the potato-rosary desecration. Attacks on him 


inspired his decision to aid Arnold.° 


British Army colonel Allan Maclean arrived in Quebec on 
November 12 with reinforcements—220 Royal Highland Emigrants. 
Maclean and his men, marching toward Montreal, had been 
summoned to Quebec by Carleton. A few months before, Maclean 
had made a secret recruiting tour of Scots-Irish communities in the 
Carolinas and in the Mohawk Valley, along the New York—Canada 


border.*° Most of his recruits were recent Scottish emigrants to 
America and Canada. Many of them were veteran Highlanders 
tested in combat—stalwart men transplanted from the rugged, rock- 
strewn land of gorse and heather to the New World, where their 


skill at arms would challenge the Continental Army.** 


Maclean was born a Highlander on the Hebridean island of Mull in 
1725. In an act of clan fidelity, he joined the Jacobites* in support 
of Charles Edward Stuart—” Bonnie Prince Charlie.” Rebellion 
flared when Prince Charlie made his futile attempt to regain the 
throne that his grandfather, King James II, had been forced to 
abandon. In 1746 Maclean fought the British in the disastrous defeat 
at Culloden that ended the rebellion. He fled to Holland and enlisted 
in the Scots brigade of the Dutch army. In 1750 he returned from 
exile after King George II granted amnesty to Jacobite officers who 
swore allegiance to the Crown. 


Six years later Maclean accepted a commission in the Royal 
Americans, an oddly formed new regiment that included foreign 
officers who had deserted from their armies; rejects of Irish 
regiments; and colonial recruits drawn primarily from Swiss and 


German emigrants in Pennsylvania.*° Sent to America, Maclean 
fought gallantly in the French and Indian War and raised a 
Canadian regiment called Maclean’s Highlanders. When the war 
ended, many of his Highlanders settled in Canada on land granted 
by the Crown but the twice-wounded Maclean chose to return to 
Britain. 


As rebellion simmered in America, Maclean suggested to superiors 


the idea of the Royal Highland Emigrants.°° On April 3, 1775—two 
weeks before the Battles of Lexington and Concord—King George III 
approved the proposal, authorized the regiment’s name, and 
directed General Gage and the royal governors of North America to 


assist Maclean.°” 


A half century before, King George I had been warned about the 
Highlanders: “Their Notions of Virtue and Vice are very different 


from the more civilised part of Mankind... .”°° But the Highlanders 
of America were now led by chieftains loyal to the king and hopeful 
of reward when this civil war ended in royal victory. In Scotland the 
clan system had been breaking down; landowners were continually 
raising tenants’ rents. “It is a grief to our spirits to leave our native 
land and venture upon such a dangerous voyage,” an immigrant 


wrote; “but there is no help for it. We are not able to stand the high 
rents and must do something for bread or see our families reduced 


to beggary.”°9 


Maclean sailed to Boston, where Gage made him, as a lieutenant 
colonel, commander of the regiment, which he divided into two 
battalions. Recruits for one of them were to come from Nova Scotia 
and St. John’s Island (now Prince Edward Island). The other 
battalion, which Maclean would directly command, was to enlist 
Loyalists in Canada and New York—a limitation Maclean ignored so 
that he could include Highlanders in the Carolinas.*° 


Maclean’s Royal Highland Emigrants regiment would be the first 
organized Loyalist military unit to fight in a major battle of the 
Revolution. When Maclean arrived in Quebec, he found, to his 
surprise and rage, that pro-American Québécois were expecting to 
surrender the city to Benedict Arnold. Carleton arrived next and 
reacted swiftly, proclaiming that every able-bodied man who 
refused to bear arms was to leave Quebec within four days. The 
proclamation drove out many families known to be pro-American. 
But Carleton knew that others remained, and he still feared that if 
the invaders managed to get within the walled city, they would 


attract sympathizers.*! He tried to stifle rebellion among Catholics 
by getting the local Catholic hierarchy to decree that anyone 


helping the invaders would be denied the sacraments. 


Carleton assembled an army of assorted defenders. The garrison 
could muster only about one hundred men because most of Canada’s 
British Regulars had been sent to Boston as reinforcements for Gage. 
Added to the garrison troops were four hundred sailors and thirty- 
five marines of two Royal Navy warships in Quebec Harbor, along 
with fifty masters and mates of merchant ships. There were also 
nine hundred local militiamen—some British, some Canadien—and a 


number of Catholic seminary students.*? Carleton handed military 


command to Maclean, who strengthened defenses in the two-tier 
city, which consisted of a vulnerable lower town open to the harbor 
and a walled, fortresslike upper town. 


On November 14 Arnold’s men paddled and rowed across the 
river and encamped on the Plains of Abraham. Here had been the 
climactic battle of the French and Indian War, when Gen. James 
Wolfe defeated the Marquis de Montcalm. The fall of Quebec meant 
the conquest of Canada. Arnold, well aware that history could 
repeat itself here, boldly sent an officer toward the city under a flag 
of truce with a demand of surrender. Maclean’s guns fired on the 
officer. The next day Arnold tried again and got the same response. 
Prudently he withdrew about twenty miles from Quebec and 


awaited Montgomery.** 


Montgomery appeared with about three hundred men, including 
pro-American Canadian militiamen he had picked up along the way. 
He also brought spoils from British river forts that had fallen to him: 
ammunition, guns, and Redcoats’ winter uniforms. Most of Arnold’s 
men were half naked, shivering in the cold shortening days of 
December. They eagerly donned the uniforms, attaching twigs of 


hemlock to their hats to advertise their true identity.*° 


Montgomery took command and established a camp close to the 
city. He immediately sent a letter to Carleton demanding surrender. 
Carleton refused to accept it. So Montgomery recruited an old 
woman to deliver a second letter, which said that the Americans 
came “with the professed Intention of eradicating Tyranny and 


giving Liberty and Security to this oppressed Province.”*° Carleton 
burned the note without reading it, had the woman arrested, and 
after she spent a night in jail, he put her outside the gates. 


Montgomery began a siege. But the enlistment of many of his men 
ended on New Year’s Day, and he knew he had no choice but an 
attack. At 2 a.m. on the last day of 1775, his men tramped through 
a blizzard to their places in Montgomery’s attack plan: two feints, 
then—on the signal of two rockets flaring in the darkness—two 
attacks on the lower town. Once it was taken, the combined force 


would advance on the upper town. All of this was known by the 
defenders because a deserter had slipped into the city and revealed 
the plan. So they were ready when they saw the rockets rising in the 
black sky and the dots of lanterns advancing in the whirling snow. 


Arnold, leading six hundred men into the lower town from the 
north, reached as far as a barricade that erupted with fierce fire. 
Shot in the left leg, he leaned against a wall and, waving his sword, 
urged his men on until, his boot filling with blood, he was taken off, 


still gripping his sword.4”7 He turned command over to Daniel 
Morgan, who fought his way to the rendezvous site but, instead of 
linking up with Montgomery, was surrounded by two hundred of 


Maclean’s men and was captured with most of his force.*® 


On the south side of town Montgomery, leading his advance 
guard, charged a fortified house. He was ten yards from the house 
when a blast of cannon and musket fire killed him, two other 


officers, andten nearby men. Others were wounded.*? Suddenly 
leaderless, the rest turned and ran. Many of them would be among 


the four hundred prisoners taken that day.°° About eighty in the 
invading force were killed or wounded.°! 


The next day British troops saw a hand sticking out of a drift of 
bloodied snow. They dug and found the body of Montgomery, his 
sword at his side. Had he not been killed, Arnold wrote in tribute, 


“the town would have been ours.”°2 


Arnold, propped up in a hospital bed in a Quebec suburb, 
commanded about six hundred men who had managed to escape 
and regroup outside the city. They lived from day to day on 
diminishing rations while men deserted and Arnold sent couriers to 
Montreal, still in the invaders’ hands, carrying urgent requests for 
troops and supplies. Canadiens drifted into Arnold’s camp, hoping to 
arm themselves and somehow fight the British. Carleton did not 
attack, for he knew that in spring reinforcements would come in 
Royal Navy warships. 


On April 1, 1776, Arnold, promoted to brigadier general, was 
ordered to Montreal. There, to his surprise, he met Ben Franklin and 
two other commissioners dispatched by the Continental Congress in 
quest of the fourteenth colony. The commissioners had been told to 
find a way “to promote or to form a union between the United 
Colonies and the people of Canada.” The commissioners stayed in 
what Franklin called “the best built and the best furnished house in 
the city’—the mansion of Thomas Walker, the one-eared Canadian 
rebel. The commission gave Arnold permission to supply the 
struggling invasion force by seizing goods from the warehouses and 
ships of Montreal Tories. He paid in worthless Continental currency 
rather than gold. The authorized plundering was the sole 


accomplishment of the commission, which fled Canada in May.°? 


Several Continental Army regiments made their way to Quebec, 
adding to the remnants of the invasion force. But there was little 
chance for a second thrust into Quebec, for in May and June, British 
reinforcements arrived, and the Americans and their Canadian 
alliesbegan to withdraw. Carleton pursued, leading a force of eight 
thousand Regulars and three thousand German mercenaries, 
collectively called Hessians. The Patriots, burning or seizing 
anything of value, retreated up the Richelieu River to Lake 
Champlain, marshaling finally at Crown Point, just above 


Ticonderoga.°* 


“The junction of the Canadians with the Colonies,” Arnold wrote 
to General Schuyler, “... is at an end. Let us quit then and secure our 
own country before it is too late.” Arnold took command of the 
retreat as Carleton began building warships at the north end of Lake 
Champlain to speed up his chase. To fight for control of the lake and 
thwart or delay a British invasion, Arnold rounded up carpenters 
and shipwrights to build a fleet of smaller ships near Crown Point, 
at Skenes-borough (now Whitehall, New York). 


Skenesborough was named after a powerful local Tory, Col. Philip 
Skene, who was away on business in England. Arnold seized Skene’s 
trading schooner, the Katherine, and renamed her Liberty. Arnold’s 


men, searching out Tories, captured Skene’s twenty-two-year-old 
son Andrew, other members of the family, a dozen slaves, and fifty 
tenants. All but Andrew were released. He was jailed as a military 
prisoner, but he escaped and made his way to Quebec to become 
part of the growing Loyalist military presence in Canada. 


Arnold’s men took possession of Skene’s mansion and the large 
stone fort that he had built to guard his fiefdom. In the cellar of his 
house they found the body of Skene’s wife, preserved, it was said, so 
that he could continue to receive an annuity provided for him while 
his wife remained above ground. The soldiers buried the body at the 


base of what is still called Skene’s Mountain.°° 


The sixteen vessels of Arnold’s little navy consisted mostly of flat- 
bottomed craft about fifty-three feet long propelled by oars and a 
fore-and-aft sail. Each carried a few small cannons. The British fleet, 
which sailed south in October 1776, dwarfed Arnold’s. The British 
could fire one thousand pounds of shot for every six hundred 


pounds fired by Arnold’s boats.°° In a ferocious hide-and-seek battle 
around 


Valcour Island near the western shore of the lake, Arnold lost eleven 
of his sixteen boats but thwarted Carleton’s hope for a swift drive 


southward.°” 


Arnold took charge of a rear guard to shield the rest of his 
retreating force from  Carleton’s advance guard. He _ set 
Skenesborough afire and got his men to the boats that would save 
them. As the British came into sight, Arnold galloped to the shore of 
Lake Champlain, shot his horse to deny it to the enemy, took his 
saddle, and climbed into a boat destined for Crown Point. He had 


vowed to be the last man out of Canada, and he was.°® 


During his retreat he had stripped the land of food, impeding and 
slowing down a British advance toward the Hudson River, the 
waterway to New York City. Carleton, in the chill of a frustrating 
October, postponed his planned invasion and decided that the 


campaign season had ended. He retired to winter quarters, giving 
the Rebels a hard-won chance to regroup.°? 


The failed invasion did not end the American fascination with the 
fourteenth colony. Even as Arnold was retreating, another invasion 
was about to begin. The leader was Jonathan Eddy, one of the many 
Massachusetts colonists who had migrated to Nova Scotia. 


In 1755 Eddy had joined a force formed by John Winslow 
(Edward Winslow’s uncle) to seize the French fort Beauséjour at the 
head of the Bay of Fundy. The taking of the fort began the campaign 
to rid British Canada of Acadians. The British distrusted the 
Catholic, French-speaking Acadians, most of them fishermen and 
farmers who declined to join Britain in its war against France. 


Winslow, at the head of a regiment consisting mostly of 
Massachusetts volunteers like Eddy, was one of the officers who 
carried out the expulsion of the Acadians, a tragedy immortalized by 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in his poem Evangeline. Winslow 
began by ordering “both old men and young men, as well as all the 
lads of ten years of age” to assemble in a Catholic church “that we 
may impart to them what we are ordered to communicate ... no 
excuse will be admittedon any pretence whatever, on pain of 


forfeiting goods and chattels, in default of real estate.”© 


Winslow shut the doors of the church and addressed the 418 men 
and boys in English, which few Acadians understood. He told them 
that they were all “the King’s prisoners” and that their “lands and 
tenements, cattle of all kinds and live stock of all sorts, are forfeited 
to the Crown.” Five days later, as their burned-down homes and 
barns smoldered behind them, more than one thousand men, 
women, and children were herded onto ships, with little regard for 
keeping families intact. They were the first of more than ten 
thousand Acadians who were expelled between 1775 and 1783, 


mostly to other American colonies.°! 


Eddy served at Beauséjour—renamed Fort Cumberland—from 
1759 until 1760, and after his discharge returned home to 
Massachusetts. Three years later, drawn by the offer of cheap land, 
he was among the New Englanders who settled on what had been 
Acadian farmland. As a member of the new landed gentry he was 


appointed a member of the Nova Scotia legislature.°7 


As reports of rebellion arrived from Massachusetts, Eddy felt a 
kinship with the Rebels in his native colony. Resurrecting his old 
wartime title, Captain Eddy sailed to Massachusetts, leaving his 
family behind. In March 27, 1776, Eddy met with George 
Washington in Cambridge and urged him to support Patriots in 
Nova Scotia. Washington gave Eddy his blessing—and money to 


travel to Philadelphia and present his proposal to Congress.®* 


Congressmen politely told him they could not give him any 
assistance. The failed invasion had dampened congressional 
enthusiasm about actions in Canada. A month before, Congress had 
secretly turned down a plan to put Halifax, Nova Scotia, to the 
torch. The arson raid had been proposed by Jeremiah O’Brien, hero 
of the HMS Margaretta seizure in Machias, Maine, and another man, 


presumably a privateer like O’Brien.” 


Eddy next went before the Massachusetts legislature, which 
rejected his request for troops but did give him ammunition and 
some supplies. He chartered a small ship and crew and sailed to 
Machias, where he found some followers, and then went on to Nova 
Scotia for more, particularly around Fort Cumberland. His grand 
plan was to take the fort and march on to Halifax, his force swelling 
with more and more devotees of the fourteenth colony. When he 
was ready to attack the fort, he later claimed, he had an army of 
180 men, including Indians, Acadian exiles, and Maine Patriots. On 
November 10 he appeared before Fort Cumberland, and, under a 
flag of truce, as “Commanding Officer of the United Forces,” 


demanded surrender.®° 


The fort was manned by Loyalists, the Royal Fencible Americans. 
The fort’s commander replied with a letter ordering Eddy to “disarm 


yourself and party Immediately and Surrender to the King’s mercy.” 
After the Loyalist force easily repulsed two feeble attacks, Eddy 
withdrew to await reinforcements that never came. Later in the 
month additional defenders arrived at the fort, including more 
Loyalists—the Canada-based battalion of the Royal Highland 


Emigrants.°© After some desultory sparring between defenders and 
would-be attackers, the commander of the fort ended the invasion 
by issuing a general amnesty that pardoned nearly all the 


Canadians, dissolving Eddy’s army.°” 


Eddy fled to Machias, which soon was targeted for reprisal. Four 
British warships sailed up the Machias River to shell the town. 
Townspeople and Indian allies defended from both shores. To move 
a cannon to a strategic spot for firing on one of the ships, militiamen 
staged a funeral procession, with the cannon disguised as a bier 
draped with a blanket. When the bier began spewing cannonballs, 


the warship pulled away, beginning the British withdrawal.°*® The 
raid was a lesson for British strategists, who realized that the real 
danger from the Rebels was on the sea. The Royal Navy sharpened 
its vigilance along the Nova Scotia coast, dueling with privateers 
like Jeremiah O’Brien. 


Washington continued to yearn for the fourteenth colony, but 
never again would he approve an invasion, even though he knew 
that a Canada in British hands would always be a menace. Ten days 
after getting from General Schuyler “the melancholy account” of the 
failed attack on Quebec, Washington wrote to Arnold, saying of 
Canada, “To whomsoever it belongs, in their favor, probably, 
willthe balance turn. If it is in ours, success I think will most 
certainly crown our virtuous struggles. If it is in theirs, the contest 


at best will be doubtful, hazardous, and bloody.”©? By the time he 
wrote this, in January 1776, he knew that the war had to be fought 
not in Canada but where he was, in Cambridge, or where the British 
and their Tories were, in Boston. 


* From the Latin Iacobus: James. Jacobites supported a deposed seventeenth-century king, 


Britain’s last Catholic monarch-James II of England (who also ruled Scotland as James VII). 


7 
THE FAREWELL FLEET 
Boston, January 1775-Juty 4, 1776 


This [Rebel] army, of which you will hear so much said, and see so much 
written, is truly nothing but a drunken, canting, lying, praying, hypocritical 
rabble, without order, subjection, discipline, or cleanliness; and must fall to 


pieces of itself in the course of three months. 


—A Royal Navy surgeon in Boston! 

oyalists, scanning Dorchester Heights for cannon muzzles, feared 
Lihat the Patriots would bombard the British troops as they left the 

city. Patriots, looking at the gun ports on the Royal Navy 
warships strung around the harbor, expected that the British would 
give the city a flaming farewell. Boston’s selectmen, all of them 
Patriots who had remained in the city, decided to make a last- 
minute effort to save Boston from either fate. Three Loyalists joined 
them in a rare show of unity. 


The Loyalists were Thomas and Jonathan Amory and their friend 
Peter Johonnot. Months before, Thomas Amory had faced down a 
crowd that attacked his home because he was friendly with British 
officers. Soon after the attack he planned that his childless brother 
Jonathan would sail to England with family members while Thomas 
stayed behind. But, when Boston was threatened, Thomas 
Amoryforgot the past and sought out the Patriot selectmen. The 
third Loyalist, Johonnot, a wealthy distiller, had also planned to 


leave. Instead he agreed to work with the Amory brothers.? 


The save-the-city delegation went first to General Howe, who 
ordered a general on his staff to respond. Then, on March 8, the 


Loyalists, under a flag of truce, went to the fortified checkpoint at 
Boston Neck. Although borne by Loyalists, the petition was 
bipartisan; it carried the signatures of the selectmen as “a testimony 
of the truth.” A colonel on Washington’s staff accepted their 
petition, which said that Howe had given them, through his general, 
assurance “that he has no intention of destroying the town, unless 
the troops under his command are molested during their 
embarkation, or at their departure, by the armed force without”— 
meaning the guns of Dorchester. 


Now both sides wanted a similar assurance from Washington. If 
those cannons were fired on Howe’s departing troops, the appeal 
continued, “we have the greatest reason to expect the town will be 
exposed to entire destruction. Our fears are quieted with regard to 
General Howe’s intentions. We beg we may have some assurance 


that so dreadful a calamity may not be brought on ...”° 


Washington’s colonel duly took the petition to Washington’s 
headquarters on Tory Row. The next day he returned to the 
checkpoint with a response: “Gentlemen,—Agreeably to a promise 
made to you at the lines yesterday, I waited upon his excellency 
General Washington, and presented to him the paper handed to me 
by you, from the selectmen of Boston. The answer I received from 
him was to this effect: ‘That, as it was an unauthenticated paper, 
without an address, and not obligatory upon General Howe, he 
would take no notice of it.’ I am, with esteem and respect, 


gentlemen, your most obedient servant.”* 


The curt answer left the Loyalists anxious. “His excellency” 
General Washington seemed to be ignoring the plight of the city 
because his rank and command status had not been recognized by 
Howe. In fact, without setting forth an acknowledgment in words, 
Howe had agreed not to torch the city, and Washington had agreed 
not to shell Howe’s men and ships. 


Still, during the night of March 9, Washington ordered more 
cannons entrenched low enough on a Dorchester’s Nook’s Hill to 
increase the threat to Howe’s troops and ships. The men planting 


the cannons built a warming fire, which British sentinels spotted, 
touching off a cannonade that killed five Continentals. Washington 
answered the British cannons with a bombardment of his own. 
During a long, terrifying night, artillerymen on both sides fired 
more than eight hundred shots. 


The day after the cannon duel, Howe issued a proclamation and 
had it distributed in handbills throughout the city. It ordered “all 
good subjects” to turn in all linen and woolen articles because they 
were “much wanted by the Rebels, and would aid and assist them in 
their Rebellion.” There were no exceptions for clothing or blankets. 
People unable to turn in their goods at army headquarters were told 
to deliver them to Crean Brush, in care of the Minerva, which was 
tied up at a wharf. Brush would give receipts for the goods “and will 
oblige himself to return them to the Owners, all unavoidable 
Accidents accepted.” Anyone who did not turn in the goods, Howe 


warned, “will be treated as a Favourer of Rebels.”° 


Howe’s proclamation considerably extended Brush’s earlier 
commission for emptying Boston houses and other buildings. 
Patriots later told of seeing Brush, escorted by soldiers, using the 
proclamation as a warrant for breaking into stores and hauling the 
goods to the Minerva, the well-known ship whose imported sails and 
fittings had touched off the Falmouth troubles. 


Brush, said a witness, was stripping shops “of all their goods, 
though the owners were in town. There was a licentious plundering 
of shops, stores and dwelling houses, by soldiers and _ sailors, 
carrying destruction wherever they went; and what they could not 


carry away, they destroyed.”© He accumulated so much loot that he 
needed another ship, the brig Elizabeth. For seven consecutive days, 
Brush said afterward, “my own assiduity was so great that I did not 


in any one night allow myself more than two hours sleep.”” While 
approving Brush’s pillage, Howe issued an order saying that “the 


first soldier who is caught plundering will be hanged on the spot.”® 


Washington kept his troops on alert, wary of British deception. On 
March 10, as dragoons led their horses toward the docks for herding 


onto transports, there could be little doubt that evacuation had 
begun. But Washington was still skeptical, and Selectman Timothy 
Newell was still worried: He noted in his diary on March 12: “The 
Inhabitants [are] greatly distressed thro’ fear the Town would be set 


on fire by the Soldiers.”? 


The soldiers, however, were focused on leaving, not burning. 
Work parties loaded ships with the matériel of war, leaving behind 
at wharves and in warehouses hundreds of pounds of salt, five 
thousand bushels of wheat, six hundred bushels of corn and oats, 
one hundred bundles of iron hoops for barrel making, 157 pack 
saddles, hundreds of blankets, and paraphernalia too heavy to load 
rapidly: anchors, lumber, nails, four-wheel carriages. The many 
abandoned cannons were spiked and had their trunnions broken off, 
but a great deal of ammunition was abandoned, to be retrieved later 
by the Continental Army. The British would also leave behind a 
score of ships, including a brig with all its guns and another laden 
with a full cargo of molasses. Many of the ships were scuttled at the 
wharf and salvageable, as were their intact or partially destroyed 


cargoes./° 


Logistics officers struggled with the complex task of assigning 
shipboard space to unaccustomed cargo: the goods of civilian 
passengers. Down the wharves came carts, wagons, and 
wheelbarrows overflowing with clocks, tables, chairs, chests of 


drawers, and other possessions.'' More and more names were added 
to the list of the Loyalists sailing in the ships of the fleet. 


Howe had known for some time that if he had to evacuate his 
army he would also be obliged to take along all the Loyalists who 
wanted to leave. “If we are driven to the difficulty of relinquishing 
Boston,” Lord Dartmouth had written him, “care must be taken that 
the officers and friends of the government be not left exposed to the 
rage and insult of rebels, who set no bounds to their barbarity.” 
Howe had to accept Dartmouth’s order, but he did remind 
Dartmouth about the problem of simultaneously rescuing soldiers 
and civilians: “A thousand difficulties arose on account of the 


disproportion of transportsfor the conveyance of property, and the 


quantity of military stores to be carried away.”! 


Boston Loyalists were overwhelmed by the news of Howe’s 
decision to abandon the city. Suddenly they lost their hope for an 
easy triumph over the Rebels. “Not the last trump[et] could have 
struck them with greater consternation,” Washington noted, using 


the biblical allusion to the end of the world.!* 


Many Boston Loyalists were well aware that they would become 
targets of vengeance when their Redcoat protectors left. They knew 
they had to flee, and they wanted to take their treasures with them. 
“The people of the town who were friends of the government,” a 
witness later wrote, “took care of nothing but their merchandise, 
and found means to employ the men belonging to the transports in 
embarking their goods; by which means several of the vessels were 
entirely filled with private property, instead of the king’s stores.” 
Another Bostonian complained that Loyalists were outbidding each 


other to purchase the labor of moving men.!4 


For Howe’s troops the evacuation was a complex military 
maneuver. For the Loyalists the exodus from Boston was a panicky 
flight inspired by fear, despair, and rage. The Loyalists were 
abandoning home, possessions, and, for many, a cause that was lost. 
They had expected first Gage, and then Howe, to crush the 
rebellion. Instead the rebellion had morphed into a civil war. The 
city that had been the pride of some and the temporary refuge for 
others had become a place seething with hatred. Neighbors became 
enemies. Friends turned against friends. As the Loyalists headed for 
the Halifax-bound ships, they passed silent glares or heard a 
taunting chant: 


The Tories with their brats and wives Have fled to save their 
wretched lives. !° 

Many Loyalists, believing that someday they would return, left 
friends or relatives behind to guard abandoned homes. Others were 


rich enough to commit to a permanent move; for some Halifax 
would be a way station en route to England. But in England 
fewwould find happy or productive lives. Whatever position they 
had attained in the colonies, in England they were simply 
Americans, aliens in their ancestral homeland. 


Even clergymen, expecting to be welcomed into the fold of the 
Church of England, found a chill reception. The Reverend Henry 
Caner, seventy-six-year-old rector of King’s Chapel in Boston, later 
told of hearing “many compassionable expressions” from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of London—but no offer 
of an appointment to an English parish. He said he was told, “We 
can’t think of your residing here. We want such men as you in 
America.” English clergymen, Caner decided, looked upon their 
American colleagues “in no better light than as coming to take 


Bread out of their mouths.”!° 


Like most Loyalists, Caner had only short notice when he was told 
he could embark for Halifax. He led a final service at King’s Chapel 
on Sunday, March 10, and then boarded a ship for Halifax, taking 
with him the communion service, the church’s register of baptisms, 


marriages, and burials, and a book of early records.!” About one- 
third of the King’s Chapel congregation would be gone by the end of 
1777, for “Anglican” and “Tory” were almost synonymous. 


Caner’s name appears on a list of departing Loyalists compiled for 
the evacuation.* The list was published in 1881 in Proceedings of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. A note says that the names were 
“Taken from a paper in the handwriting of Walter Barrell,” but how 
Barrell obtained and recorded the names is unknown. He was 
inspector general in the Boston Customs House, and he would have 
had the responsibility of monitoring the manifests of the evacuation 
ships. 


The son of a merchant who was already in England, Barrell had 
been a member of Ruggles’s street-patrolling Loyal American 


Association.!® Two of his brothers were Patriots. Barrell’s own name 
is onthe list, which shows that he brought five people, apparently 


family members, with him to Halifax. The Barrell family was one of 
about seventy that went from Boston to Halifax and then on to join 


the growing Loyalist population in England.!? 


One section of the list, devoted to thirteen mandamus councillors, 
showed that they did not sail alone. Richard Lechmere took eleven 
family members to England. Foster Hutchinson, brother of a former 
royal governor residing in England, took a dozen relatives with him 
to Halifax. Customs official Henry Hulton took eleven to Halifax and 


soon sailed on to England.?° 


All names are followed by a number indicating how many people 
(unnamed) are leaving with that person. Many names are followed 
by an occupation, such as “clerk” or “merchant.” And sometimes the 
same surname is listed several times in a row, each with a number 
following it, as in the enumeration of the renowned Winslow family, 
whose total strongly suggests that rank had its privilege in the 
allotment of ship space: 


Winslow, Isaac 11 
Winslow, Pelham 1 
Winslow, John 4 
Winslow, Mrs. Hannah 4 


Winslow, Edward, Collector, Boston 1 


Hannah Loring Winslow (subject of one of John Singleton 
Copley’s portraits) was the thirty-three-year-old widow of Joshua 
Winslow, a cousin of Copley’s wife. Joshua, as one of the consignees 
who was to resell imported tea, was a small player in the events 
leading to the Boston Tea Party. He was the father of six children 
when he died in March 1775. His widow left for Halifax, listing 
three children. (The other children may have traveled with other 


relatives. )*! 


Edward Winslow took with him the large, carved, wooden royal 
coat of arms that had hung on a wall of the council chamber in 


Boston. As he later wrote, the lion and the unicorn in the arms “are 
of course Refugees and have a claim for residence” in Nova Scotia.72 


Other placemen who sailed to Halifax also carried off official 
documents in the belief that they would bring them back when the 
unpleasantness was over. 


The list accounts for either 926 or 927 passengers, depending 
upon interpreting what was originally in Barrell’s handwriting. 
(Included on the list are virtually all the hundred-odd Loyalists 
mentioned thus far in this book.) Besides those expected refugees 
there were 105 residents who lived in rural areas or towns and who 
were not placemen; 213 merchants, and 382 farmers, smaller 
traders, and “mechanics,” the overall term for artisans and people 
who worked with their hands. 


The largest group of refugees was made up of men who most 
feared retribution—those who managed or worked for the customs 
house. They included “tidesmen,” customs officers who boarded 
ships to get payments of duties, and “tidewaiters,” who examined 


cargoes in search of contraband.*? Anglican clergymen were 
members of another class that left virtually as a bloc, headed by 
Caner. 


The grand total of the Halifax-bound “refugees,” as they were 
called, is estimated at about thirteen hundred men, women, and 
children. But before and after the evacuation others made their way 
to Halifax, bringing the probable total to about two thousand. 
Among these unlisted refugees are a few who get named in other 
ways. Jolley Allen, a Boston merchant, for example, left posterity an 
account of his attempt to reach Halifax. And, after the war, many 
previously anonymous refugees told of their voyages to Halifax in 
petitions seeking land grants or financial aid from the Crown for 
their loyalty. 


Also not named on the list was John Wentworth, the royal 
governor of New Hampshire. Wentworth, fearing the rise of Rebels, 
had mustered a force of Loyalists as a personal guard. He then 
sought refuge, with his wife and their infant son, on board the HMS 


Scarborough, which took them to Boston. At the time of the 
evacuation he sailed to Halifax in a schooner with a number of New 
Hampshire friends. His wife and child went on to England. 
Wentworth joined Howe and sailed with him to New York. He 
recruited a Loyalist military unit known as Governor Wentworth’s 


Volunteers.24 They were describedas “Persons of Education and 
reputable Families who have personally suffered variety of 
Persecutions, and appear now firmly determined to give additional 
Proofs of their Attachment to the Cause of Government by exerting 


their utmost Endeavours to suppress the Rebellion in America.””° 


Another independent traveler was Isaac Royall, one of America’s 
wealthiest Loyalists and one of Massachusetts’ few slaveholders. A 
trader in sugar, rum, and slaves, Royall was a mandamus councillor. 
He lived in a mansion in Medford, a few miles north of Boston. On 
his six hundred acres were quarters for twenty-seven slaves. He 
found himself in Boston on the eve of the Lexington and Concord 
battles, en route to the family plantation in Antigua. After a while 
he sailed to Halifax, where he awaited other members of the family, 
including George Erving, who was married to Royall’s daughter, and 
Erving’s brother John. The Royalls and the Ervings all went on to 


England.7° 


Two Marblehead Tories who immigrated to Nova Scotia and later 
continued on to self-exile in England were Thomas Robie, an 
Addresser, and his wife. They were given a raucous farewell by 
Patriots who went to the dock and shouted taunts. Mrs. Robie, 
seated in the boat that would take her and her husband to the 
Halifax-bound ship anchored offshore, shouted back what many 
departing Loyalists felt in their bitter hearts: “I hope that I shall live 
to return, find this wicked Rebellion crushed, and see the streets of 


Marblehead run with Rebel blood.”2” 


Many Loyalists had left before the evacuation, and many, many 
more would leave in the years to come. We do not know most of 


their names. Lorenzo Sabine, a nineteenth-century historian who 
collected information on thousands of Loyalists, lamented at how 
little the future was to know about them: “Men who, like the 
Loyalists, separate themselves from their friends and kindred, who 
are driven from their homes, who surrender the hopes and 
expectations of life, and who become outlaws, wanderers, and exiles 
—such men leave few memorials behind them. Their papers are 
scattered and lost, and their verynames pass from human 
recollection.” Some could not write, and those who did, consumed 
by their shattered lives, lacked the time—and sometimes even the 


paper—to record their hopes and fears.7° 


At least three hundred families either went with the British fleet 
and did not give their names to Barrell or chose to make their own 
arrangements. Those who did sail independently probably paid 
passage on ships that for decades had regularly shuttled between 
New England and Nova Scotia. During the war that connection 
worked both ways. So many pro-Rebel inhabitants of Nova Scotia 
wanted to trade illegally with the enemies of the king that the 
Massachusetts legislature issued passes to them, directing 
commanders of American warships and privateers to allow safe 


passage.?? 
In 1776 Washington had seen Tories merely as disillusioned 


people, calling them “Unhappy wretches! Deluded mortals!”°° But 
his attitude toward them gradually hardened. Writing to his brother, 
John Augustine, Washington was uncharacteristically nasty about 
the Loyalist departure: “All those who took upon themselves the 
style and title of government-men in Boston, in short, all those who 
have acted an unfriendly part in the great contest, have shipped 
themselves off in the same hurry... . One or two have done, what a 


great number ought to have done long ago, committed suicide.”*! 


One of the Loyalists preparing to leave on his own was the merchant 
Jolley Allen. He had arrived in Boston from England in 1755, set up 


shop on a fashionable street, and prospered by selling luxury goods. 
“Just imported from tonpon, by Jolley Allen,” said an ad in the Boston 
Gazette. “A very large Assortment of English and India coons, fit for 
all Seasons, too many to be enumerated separately in an 
Advertisement.”°* He also ran a pawnshop and offered lodgings for 


people and stables for horses.*° Allen suffered financially and 
personally when the Sons of Liberty began to boycott British imports 
in the campaign against the Stamp Act. 


When the campaign focused on an embargo of tea, Allen 
surreptitiously bought two chests of tea from the sons of Royal 
Governor 


Thomas Hutchinson. An informer told the Sons of Liberty. Some 
Sons called on Allen and threatened to tar and feather him, he 
claimed. By his account, he outwitted them, for they were unable to 
connect him with English tea. His sales, however, “declined from 
that time” because he was marked as a Tory. His customers 
dwindled to “friends of Government and the Army,” including 
General Gage and other officers. 


Early in March 1776, as the city was plunged into the evacuation 
panic, Allen believed he had to leave, for he feared that if the 
“Americans”—his word—found him, “knowing the Disposition of 
the people so well for above Twenty-two Years I had lived amongst 
them,” they would hang him and everyone in his family. On the 
waterfront he found Robert Campbell, a captain willing to take 
aboard his ship, the Sally, Allen, his family, his household goods, 
and the contents of two warehouses of merchandise. Allen had 
married a young Irishwoman and “had seventeen children by her 
plus five miscarriages in thirty-seven years of marriage.” Only six 


children were alive in 1776.°* 


Allen planned to follow the ships of the evacuation fleet wherever 
they sailed. Most of the available ships were under the control of the 
Royal Navy. But there were others, like the Sally, whose captains 
were ready to sail under the fleet’s protection and would evacuate 
anyone who could pay the cost. 


Opportunistic captains like Campbell added another complication 
to British Army and Royal Navy officers who were dealing with a 
harbor full of evacuation ships. Officers also had to cope with the 
plundering and heavy drinking of their men. “It was not like the 
breaking up of a camp, where every man knows his duty; it was like 
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departing your country ...,” an officer wrote.*° Officers who had 
bought furniture and other items could neither take them along nor 
sell them. Some, in frustration, smashed their American 
acquisitions.°° 

Army and navy officers were experienced in transporting soldiers 
and their supplies. But for this operation there was additional need 
for space to carry and feed an unknown number of Loyalist families. 
Their possessions had to be stowed. To make room for the civilians, 
soldiers had to cut back. Officers ultimately enforced a strict order: 
“All Household furniture and other useless Luggage to be thrown 


over Board.”°” 


“Nothing can be more diverting than to see the town in its present 
situation,” a Patriot wrote, “all is uproar and confusion; carts, 
trucks, wheelbarrows, handbarrows, coaches, chaises, are driving as 


if the very devil was after them.”°° Selectman Newell wrote in his 
diary for March 13 that Bostonians of all persuasions were “in the 
utmost distress thro’ fear of the Town being destroyed by the 
Soldiers, a party of New York Carpenters with axes going thro’ the 
town breaking open houses, &c. Soldiers and sailors plundering of 
houses, shops, warehouses—Sugar and salt &c. thrown into the 
River, which was greatly covered with hogsheads, barrels of flour, 


house furniture, carts, trucks &c. &c.”°? 


The tempo of looting increased. Soldiers and civilians broke into 
shops and carried off their plunder. The soldiers packed away the 
portable loot. The civilians bore theirs to the wharves, where ships 
awaited. Crean Brush’s gang loaded the Minerva and Elizabeth. One 
hundred fifty hogsheads of rum (a hogshead had a capacity of about 
fifty-five gallons) were loaded onto one of the ships under British 


Army control.*° The harbor was filled with transports and warships, 
signal flags whipping up and down the halyards. Scavengers 
prowled the shore, picking up the flotsam of discarded freight borne 
on the incoming tide. 


Men hired by Jolley Allen shuttled merchandise and household 
goods from his shop to the wharf where Robert Campbell’s ship was 
tied up. Allen allowed Campbell to take twenty-one more passengers 
aboard—” to put more Money in his pocket,” Jolley wrote in his 


account, which sputters with indignation.*! 


On Saturday, March 16, Washington sent a small force to Nook’s 
Hill to fortify the guns. During the night, British guns fired at the 
hill. Washington’s men did not return the fire. To Howe the silence 
was ominous. Either through intelligence reports or intuition, he 
concluded that Washington’s patience was running out. He ordered 
the evacuation to be concluded the next day. 


British Army lieutenant John Barker, in his diary entry for March 
17, recorded the soldiers’ last day in Boston: “At 4 oclock in the 
Morn. the Troops got under Arms, at 5 they began to move, and by 
about 8 or 9 were all embarked, the rear being cover’d by the 
Gren[adie]rs. and L[igh]t. Inf[antr]y. The Rebels did not think 


proper to molest us. We quitted Boston with a fair wind... .”47 


Within half an hour Washington sent more than one thousand 
men into the city—selecting only those who had had smallpox and 
were thus immune. Washington himself bore the facial scars of a 
severe case of smallpox, which had struck him at the age of 
nineteen. He had not only suffered the scourge, but he had also 
learned about its prevention. He would later insist on inoculations 


for every soldier in the Continental Army.*? 

Washington forbade any officer or enlisted man to enter the city 
without permission because, he said, “the enemy with a malicious 
assiduity, have spread the infection of the smallpox through all parts 
of the town.” A “person just out of Boston” told Washington that 


“our Enemies ... had laid several Schemes for communicating the 
infection of the smallpox, to the Continental Army, when they get 


into the town.”** No one yet knew that smallpox had already sailed 
from Boston, borne by Loyalists and Redcoats. An epidemic had 


begun in Halifax months before the evacuation.*° 


Some of the first of Washington’s men to enter Boston headed for 
the fortifications at Bunker Hill and saw what appeared to be 
sentinels. Two men were sent forward to see how many British 
remained. Laughing, they waved their comrades to advance. The 
sentinels were dummies. The redoubt was empty, a symbol of the 
military situation in the American colonies: There were hardly any 


British soldiers left on American soil.*° 


While liberating the city, Washington kept watch on the fleet 
lingering off the Nantasket Peninsula, which formed the southeast 
side of Boston Harbor. “From Penn’s Hill,” Abigail Adams wrote to 
John, “we have a view of the largest fleet ever seen in America. You 
maycount upwards of a hundred and seventy sail. They look like a 


forest.”*” The ships off Nantasket bothered Washington. Even 
burdened with the civilians, Washington believed, the nine 
thousand troops might be heading for New York. 


There was also a small chance that the evacuation was a feint and 
Howe might send an invasion force back into the harbor and begin 
bombarding the city. Washington ordered the city’s redoubts 
manned and strengthened. And, in case Howe did suddenly veer 
south, Washington ordered five regiments to march to Norwich, 
Connecticut, and sail from there to New York. On March 27 most of 


Howe’s fleet weighed anchor and sailed off to Halifax.4® But the 
British left a few vessels off Nantasket for more than two months, to 


the annoyance of American officers in Boston.*? 


Washington ordered a swarm of American privateers to follow the 
British fleet, which consisted of about 120 ships. The commander of 
“Washington’s Fleet,” as the privateer ships were dubbed, was John 
Manley of Massachusetts. His flagship was the Lee, a schooner 


transformed into a warship with the addition of six carriage guns 


and ten gunwale-mounted swivel guns.°? Manley spotted, pursued, 
and captured a major prize: Crean Brush’s loot-filled Elizabeth, 
which he took back to Boston. It contained a “great part of the 
plunder he rob’d the stores of here,” wrote a Bostonian. “... I 


immagine she must be the richest vessell in the fleet.”°! Brush and 
several henchmen found on the Elizabeth were jailed in Boston while 
Patriot officials drew up a case against them. 


Jolley Allen aboard the Sally, meanwhile, was making little 
headway toward Halifax. While the Sally was still in offshore 
waters, Captain Campbell twice collided with other ships in the 
British fleet and then ran aground. When Allen asked the captain 
whether the tide was coming in or going out, the captain said he did 
not know because he did not have an almanac aboard. Under way 
again, Campbell turned the wheel over to a lad who was on his first 
sea voyage. The captain pointed to a ship ahead and told the young 
helmsman simply to follow it. 


Soon a squall came up, partially tearing the mainsail off the mast. 
The sail fell over the side, starting to fill with water, sink, and take 
theship with it. Trying to recover the sail, Campbell hauled and tied 
a line, but—” for want of knowing how to Tye a Sailor’s knot,” 
according to an exasperated Jolley—the line skittered out of its 
belay. 


Below, the ship started taking on water. Campbell tried one 
pump, which did not work, and set off, unsuccessfully, to look for 
the other. Heavy seas carried off a cask containing all the water on 
board, along with the large container that contained all the food. 
Allen went below, “took my Wife by the hand as she lay in bed in 
the Cabin, and “laid myself down by her to think I should die in her 
Arms along with her.” 


His grim reverie was interrupted by frantic sounds and a knocking 
on the cabin door. The additional passengers, who had been 
consigned to the hold, pleaded—” for God’s sake”—to be allowed to 
enter. A plank, they said, “had given way, and the Sea was pouering 


in and the Vessel was sinking, and they beged that they might be 
permitted to stay in the Cabin till we all went to the Bottom 
together.” 


Allen, wondering how far the ship was from land, went on deck 
and asked Captain Campbell their position. He replied, Allen later 
recorded, that “it was impossible for him to tell, for he had not kept 
any reckoning, and the reason he gave me for it was that he had 
forgot to bring pens Ink and paper.” When Allen pointed out that he 
had those items, the captain told him “he had never learnt 
Navigation, and that he never was on Salt Water before, but he did 
know to row a Boat in a River.” 


As the sun rose, “with our Sails and Rigging torn in ten hundred 
thousand Pieces,” the Sally was riding a strong shoreward tide and 
heading for a landfall that Campbell could not identify. Campbell 
was for heading out to sea. But Allen, taking command of the 
foundering ship, ordered everyone on deck and insisted that the ship 
head toward shore. It scraped across several sandbars and, on the 
late afternoon of March 28, dropped anchor off Provincetown, Cape 
Cod, tattered sails signaling its distress. 


People ashore, fearing that the strange ship might be carrying 
smallpox victims, organized a rescue by selecting rowers who had 
survived the disease. When Allen, his family, and the other 
passengers were all safely ashore, someone asked where they were 
from. Allen answered, “From Boston with the Fleet”—marking them 
all as fleeing Tories. 


Allen wrote that he and his family were taken to a “Hog Sty,” a 
half-wrecked cottage with broken windows and a leaky roof. He did 
not report what happened to the others, but presumably they were 
confined elsewhere while the local Committee of Safety decided 
what to do. 


Townsmen scrambled aboard the Sally, running it aground so they 
could get at the cargo, which consisted almost entirely of Allen’s 
furniture and merchandise. He was told he would be charged a large 
sum for the unloading and storage of his property. According to his 


account, he soon learned—probably from a secret Loyalist—that 
people were fighting over the cargo, stealing some articles and 
hurrying away with them, burying others in the sand for retrieval 
later. Someone, he was told, had torn apart his “crimson Silk 
Damask Bed which cost One hundred fifty pounds Sterling.” 


He and his family were still being held in April when his wife died 
at the age of fifty-two. Allen, fifty-eight, attributed her death to the 
stress of their misadventures. In May the town selectmen gave him a 
pass to Watertown, where the legislature was sitting. His seventeen- 
year-old son was allowed to go with him on the 120-mile journey. 
His other children and what was left of his property were held as a 
guarantee of his return. 


On his way to Watertown he stopped at his home and found it 
occupied by his barber, who charged the pair eight shillings sterling 
for one bed for two nights. When Allen and his son reached Water- 
town, the legislature ordered them held for further investigation. He 
was told that the lawmakers were considering a plan to separate his 
children, order them kept fifty miles apart, and apprentice them to 
strangers to earn their room and board. He also was told that some 
people were looking for a tree big enough for the hanging of him 
and his children—with “me upon the highest Branch.” 


Finally Allen’s brother Lewis Allen learned of Jolley’s ordeal and 
petitioned the House and the Council, which functioned as a kindof 
senate, saying that he would assume care of the children, that his 
brother would stay in Lewis’s home on his farm in Shrewsbury, 
about thirty-eight miles east of Boston, and that Jolley would not 
“hold Correspondence with any Person knowing them to be 
Enemical to the Liberties of America.” The legislators agreed—but 
not the citizens of Shrewsbury, who said they did not want a Tory 
living in their town. 


A mob broke into Lewis’s home and, on a sixteen-mile march to 
Northborough, took Jolley before a militia officer and his men. He 
was told to sign a statement saying that he would be shot through 
the heart if he left his brother’s farm. Allen argued that he was 
being asked to sign his own death warrant. After some discussion 


the militiamen agreed to change the punishment to a lashing of five 
hundred strokes “on the naked Back.” That done, the mob marched 
him back to his brother’s farm. Sometime later, probably in 1779, 
he slipped away to New York and took sail to England. He died 


there in 1782.°2 


Crean Brush was still in jail in Boston on November 5, 1777, 
when his wife spent the day visiting him. When the turnkey told her 
it was time to go, her clothes left the cell—but she was not in them. 
As the very unobservant turnkey later told his story, he was greatly 
surprised the next morning, when, after he passed Brush’s breakfast 
through an opening in the door, no hand appeared to take the food. 
He looked through the peephole and saw Mrs. Brush. She did not 
tell where Brush had gone. But his hunters established that Brush 
rode off to New York on a horse that had been hidden by Mrs. 
Brush. In New York he joined countless other Loyalists looking for 
British assistance in settling grievances. Brush wanted recovery of 
his disputed property, especially land in the New Hampshire Grants, 
which would become the state of Vermont. Depressed and penniless, 


in May 1778 he put a pistol bullet through his head.°° 


While militiamen and members of Committees of Safety throughout 
Massachusetts and every other colony were grappling with the 
question of justice for Loyalists like Jolley Allen and Crean Brush, 
George Washington himself was forced to handle his own questions 
of justice. His issue involved a Loyalist spy posing as a staunch 
Patriot. 


The case began in Newport, Rhode Island, where a Patriot was 
shown an encrypted letter that was to have been delivered to James 
Wallace aboard the HMS Rose, on patrol offshore. Captain Wallace 
was well known as an intelligence intermediary who accepted and 
then passed on messages from Loyalists. Patriots had intercepted at 
least one, a letter sent to him by Col. Thomas Gilbert, leader of the 
Tory militia in Freetown. 


The encrypted letter had been given to a Newport baker by a 
former girlfriend who had asked him to get it to Wallace. Patriot 
leaders had the baker escorted to Cambridge, where Washington 
was shown the letter. The woman was found and brought to him. 
Washington began questioning her and “for a long time she was 
proof against every threat and persuasion to discover the author.” 
Then, suddenly, she broke and gave up the name of the man who 
wrote the letter—her secret lover, Dr. Benjamin Church, a longtime 
Patriot whom Washington had just appointed surgeon general of the 


army and the director of the army’s first hospital.°* 


Washington gave the letter to the Reverend Samuel West, a 
Continental Army chaplain and an amateur cryptanalyst familiar 
with encryption techniques used by merchants who did not trust the 
royal mail system. Washington also asked for a separate decryption 
by Elbridge Gerry, a member of the Massachusetts Provincial 
Congress and the Committee of Safety. The two codebreakers 
produced identical translations of the message, which was addressed 
“To Major Cane in Boston, On His Magisty’s Sarvice.” Cane had been 
on General Gage’s staff. 


“T hope this will reach you; three attempts have I made without 
success,” the letter began. Church told of his visit to Philadelphia, 
where “I mingled freely & frequently with the members of the 
Continental Congress.” He gave standard agent reports on the 
number and location of cannons and soldiers. And he provided some 
political observations: The Congressmen “were united, determined 
in opposition, and appeared assured of success” and “A view to 
independence gr[ows] more & more general.” Revealing his fear of 
being caught, Church concluded: “Make use of every precaution or I 


perish.”°° 


Church, who for years had been trusted by leading Rebels, 
probably had spied for the British since the Sons of Liberty first 
gathered secretly at Boston’s Green Dragon Tavern. Paul Revere 
later recalled that during the blockade of Boston, Church had once 
gone into the city, ostensibly to obtain medicine. He claimed to 


have been captured by British soldiers and released after 
interrogation by Gage himself—a cover story for a meeting with his 


spymaster.°° 


Hanging was the usual fate of spies, but Congress had not passed 
any laws about treason or espionage. Washington, as commander in 
chief of the army, decided he had the power to call and head a 
courtmartial. In a short trial Church insisted he was innocent, but 
Washington found him guilty of “holding criminal correspondence 
with the enemy.” Congress ordered Church put in a Connecticut 
prison. Later, claiming illness, he got himself transferred to 
Massachusetts. Finally, around 1778, he was allowed to sail to the 


British West Indies. His ship was lost at sea.°” 


In the vacuum left by the withdrawal of the British, Congress 
recommended that the colonies establish new governments. Former 
royal legislatures became Rebel legislatures with varying views of 
their duties and their power, including how to deal with Tories. The 
Continental Congress was concerned with creating and regulating a 
Continental Army rather than a continental nation. So there was no 
national government. But, as summer came to Philadelphia, 
Congress inched closer to taking a first step toward nationhood by 
beginning to contemplate, in secret sessions, what Church’s spying 


had revealed to British authorities: “a view to independence.”°® 


In March, Congress sent Silas Deane, a young, ambitious 
Connecticut delegate, to France. Deane was under cover as 
“Timothy Jones,” a purchasing agent of “goods for the Indian trade” 
(meaning British India). Deane’s covert instructions came from Ben 
Franklin, a member of the Congressional Committee of Secret 
Correspondence. Deane was told to negotiate secretly with 
representatives of the French government and learn what France 
would do if the colonies were “forced to form themselves into an 


independent state.”°? Deane was given a special ink to write 
invisible reports between the lines of what would appear to be an 


innocuous letter when it was almost inevitably opened by British 
spies or ship captains in their hire.°° 


Deane’s French counterpart was Pierre-Augustin Caron de 
Beaumarchais, a writer,* a friend of King Louis XVI, and a spy for 
the Comte de Vergennes, the French Foreign Minister. After 
conferring with Deane, Beaumarchais formed a front company, 
Roderigue Hortalez et Compagnie, which would buy munitions and 
other war supplies from the French government and ship them to 
America, accepting payment in tobacco, rice, cotton, and indigo. 
The company was financed by France, Spain, and a group of French 


merchants.°! 


France, still stinging from its defeat in the French and Indian War, 
wanted to help an independent America as much as it wanted to 
hurt England. Supplying arms to America meant that Redcoats 
would be shot by French bullets from French guns—and French 
soldiers would not have to endanger themselves by pulling the 
trigger. 


The idea of independence from Britain was now in the 
revolutionary air. Back in the pre—Stamp Act days, there had been 
no reason for the word “Loyalist.” Everyone involved was a British 
subject. They were engaged in a political row that got out of hand: 
The Boston Massacre. The Boston Tea Party. Lexington. Concord. 
Bunker Hill. Even after Bunker Hill optimists could see a way back. 
After all, the Continental Congress had passed the Olive Branch 
Petition to the “Most Gracious Sovereign.” The king’s ministers and 
certain members of Parliament were to blame for the lengthy crisis. 
Peace, if royally proclaimed, could somehow prevail. 


A substantial number of subjects fled to Halifax because the 
oldideas of dissident and disaffected had given way to hatred and 
violence, to death by musket and bayonet. Some who sailed to 
safety believed that they would be returning after the Redcoats 
extinguished the rebellion. Most of those who sailed on to England 
believed they would never return. That dreadful place had become 
America; it no longer seemed to be a part of the British Empire. 


Then, in July, in the wake of those transports to Halifax, came the 
Declaration of Independence. 


To many Loyalists and Tories, the Declaration was a surprise, 
seemingly coming out of nowhere. But it had come, most of all, 
from the pen of Tom Paine, an immigrant from England who 
attacked not the king’s ministers but the king, writing that “a thirst 
for absolute power is the natural disease of monarchy... . To the evil 
of monarchy we have added that of hereditary succession; and as 
the first is a degradation and lessening of ourselves, so the second, 
claimed as a matter of right, is an insult and an imposition on 


posterity.”©? 


On July 18, 1776, British officers who were prisoners on parole in 
Boston were invited by their American captors to a ceremony at the 
Towne House, the handsome brick structure where the royal 
governor once reigned. “As we passed through the town,” one of the 
officers later wrote, “we found it thronged; all were in their holiday 
suits; every eye beamed with delight, and every tongue was in rapid 
motion. The streets adjoining the Council Chamber were lined with 
detachments of infantry tolerably equipped, while in front of the jail 
artillery was drawn up, the gunners with lighted matches. The 
crowd opened a lane for us, and the troops gave us, as we mounted 


the steps, the salute due to officers of our rank. “©? 


As the clock on the Towne House struck one, Sheriff Stephen 
Greenleaf, standing on the balcony below, began reading the 
Declaration of Independence in his weak voice: “When, in the 
Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another ...” Then, sentence by sentence, the words were boomed 
forth by Col. Thomas Crafts, Jr.—Son of Liberty, leader of the mob 
that hanged a placeman in effigy from the Liberty Tree, dumper of 
tea in Boston Harbor, artillery officer at Bunker Hill. A “shout, 
begun in the hall, passed to the streets, which rang with loud 
huzzas, the slow and measured boom of cannon, and the rattle of 
musketry... . large quantities of liquor were distributed among the 


mob; and when night closed in, darkness was dispelled by a general 


illumination.”©* 


The British officers who listened to the Declaration being read 
were in a new world. When the time came for their exchange, the 
transaction would take place between representatives of two 
nations. Once their British Army had been fighting for the king to 
quench a rebellion, had killed British subjects, and had been killed 
by British subjects. Royal Navy ships had burned towns occupied by 
British subjects. Now the troops and the warships would be fighting 
citizens of a new nation that had vilified the king in its Declaration 
of Independence. 


To Loyalists, the Declaration contained line after line of libel— 
hundreds of words maligning George III, making him, not his 
ministers, responsible for rebellion: “He has affected to render the 
Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power. He has 
combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to 
their Acts of pretended Legislation... . He has plundered our seas, 
ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the Lives of our 
People.” 


And a new accusation: “He is at this time transporting large 
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, 
desolation, and tyranny... .” 


The words “at this time” appeared in the Declaration because 
members of the Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, had just received 
intelligence from Europe that representatives of King George had 
gone to Hesse-Kassel and other German states to bargain for the 


hiring of nearly thirty thousand troops.°° (Because most of the 
troops were from Hesse-Kassel, they all came to be called Hessians.) 


Contracts for the German troops varied, but essentially they called 
for King George to bear the expense of a hired soldier killed in 
battle(with three wounded equaling one dead) while German rulers 
replaced at their own cost any soldier who deserted or died of 


sickness.°° King Frederick the Great of Prussia so loathed the deal 


that he said he would impose the customary “cattle tax” on all the 
hired troops who passed through Prussia “because though human 


beings they had been sold as beasts.”°” 


France could not openly give full support to colonies of Britain. 
But if those colonies broke off from Britain and claimed the status of 
a nation, then France could become an ally. To prevent that from 
happening, Britain had a more crucial reason to crush the Rebels. 
The Declaration of Independence meant that what had been armed 
response to a rebellion—a civil war between British subjects—had 
become a war between Britain and a new nation whose existence 
threatened Britain itself. As for the loyal subjects, their existence 
was also threatened, and so they must fight. And fitting Loyalist 
military forces into this new war presented a new challenge to the 
generals and the statesmen. 


* The entire list can be found at ToriesFightingForTheKing.com. 


* Among his writings were plays that would later become operas: Mozart’s The Marriage of 


Figaro and Rossini’s The Barber of Seville. 


8 
BEATING THE SOUTHERN DRUMS 


Nova Scotia anp Nortu Carouna, 1776 


The southern people ... have got to the highest pitch of raving 
madness. The best friends of Great Britain are in the back parts of the 


Carolinas and Georgia. 


Lieutenant Governor John Moultrie of East Florida! 


arly a month after the evacuation of Boston, Alexander 

MacDonald, a Loyalist recruiter, wrote to his wife, Susey, from 

Halifax, to assure her that the fight to quell the rebellion would 
go on. He knew that a new phase of the war had begun: the 
mustering of Loyalist military units. They would fight for King 
George III against fellow Americans who had traitorously turned 
against their monarch. 


MacDonald had left Susey and their children on Staten Island in 
the fall of 1774 when he set forth to raise soldiers for the Crown. 
Now he was in Halifax, an eager ally of the British Army, which, he 
wrote, had “embarked on board their transports with all their 
baggage stores and artillery and every thing that was worth the 
Carrying without the Least hindrance or Mollestation, or the Loss of 


one Single Man... .”* What MacDonald did not say was that Susey 
soon would see those Redcoats, for they would land on Staten Island 
to begin fighting to turn New York City and Long Island into 
Loyalist strongholds. 


No one knew how many Tories remained in Boston after the 
evacuation. The city had lost many Loyalist leaders—men like Ned 
Winslow, Brigadier Ruggles, and Colonel Gilbert—who had been the 


architects of a Tory militancy. Ruggles’s three sons also went to 
Canada, but his wife and their four daughters stayed behind.* 


In Massachusetts and beyond, “Friends of the Government,” as 
they once were known, now preferred the label “Loyalist,” an 
assertion that they staunchly supported British rule. But few openly 
proclaimed their allegiance to the Crown. Most of them kept covert 
faith in the ultimate triumph of the British Army. 


Those who chose the boldest role were the Loyalists who 
volunteered to shoulder arms in the numerous military units that 
began to appear in the colonies soon after the evacuation of Boston. 
MacDonald was one of the recruiters of those militant Loyalists, who 
would be seen by some British strategists as the key to squashing the 
rebellion. In that view the rebellion was a civil war, and the 
Loyalists had to be mobilized to fight the Rebels.* 


MacDonald, born in Scotland, had been a lieutenant in a Highland 
Scots regiment eventually named the 77th Regiment of Foot, a 
proud unit that went to war in Highland kilt and sporran, with dirk 
and broadsword. He had served with the 77th in the French and 
Indian War and later in the French West Indies and Havana. Rather 
than return to England or Scotland, MacDonald and many other 
veterans decided to stay in America. He retained his commission as 
a senior lieutenant and was put on half pay, a status analogous to a 
ready reservist today. Some of the ex-soldiers chose to settle on the 
Canada—New York frontier, in the Mohawk Valley above Albany. 
There Sir William Johnson, Britain’s superintendent of Indian 
affairs, reigned like a feudal lord over an immense realm and 


welcomed newcomers, who added to his legion of tenants.* 


MacDonald instead decided to live on Staten Island, where Susey 
had inherited property. She had been born into a branch of the 
Livingstons, one of the two powerful New York families then 
engaged in a political struggle. The leaders of the Patriots were 
Livingstons, the colony’s richest landed gentry. The De Lanceys, 
whose wealth came from trade, led the Tories. The families’ well- 
known religious affiliations added to the “hott & pepper on both 


Sides,” as a Livingston referred to the rivalry. The De Lanceys were 
Anglicans and the Livingstons were Presbyterians, like most 


outspoken opponents of British policy toward the colonies.° 


As the New York political rivalry escalated toward rebellion, 
MacDonald’s Patriot in-laws urged him to join their side. But having 
dabbled in trade and become friendly with Tory merchants, 
MacDonald remained pro-British and retained his army ties, 
winning a promotion to captain in 1772. As a soldier and a 
Highlander he could not merely support the Loyalists. He wanted to 
raise a regiment of Highland immigrants recruited to fight alongside 
the British Army. 


MacDonald started outlining his idea in letters to veterans in the 
Mohawk Valley and to an old army friend, Maj. John Small, who 
was on the staff of General Gage. MacDonald also wrote to his 
cousin, Allan MacDonald in North Carolina, a leader of that colony’s 
growing population of Highland immigrants. MacDonald called his 
recruiting drive “a beating,” evoking the traditional image of a 
military conscription party seeking militiamen by marching through 
the town with a drummer steadily beating a summons. 


A recruit had to be at least seventeen years old (drummers could 
be as young as ten), appear healthy, possess all limbs, be no shorter 
than five feet three inches, have no ruptures or be troubled by fits, 
and have at least two teeth that met (so he could bite through the 
paper that wrapped the gunpowder and the ball of a musket 


cartridge).© Men recruited in North Carolina were promised two 
hundred acres of land, to be confiscated from Rebels, and a twenty- 
year tax exemption. A married man received an extra forty acres for 


his wife and each child.” 


When he had recruited more than one hundred men, MacDonald 
journeyed to Boston and formally presented his prospective 
musterroll to Gage. To his surprise MacDonald learned not only that 
a similar suggestion had come from Lt. Col. Allan Maclean but also 
that the Royal Highland Emigrant Regiment already existed and was 
commanded by Maclean. Gage had divided the regiment into two 


battalions, one to be commanded by Maclean and the other by 
Major Small. MacDonald was made a captain in Small’s battalion.® 


Expecting regimental command, MacDonald seethed. While 
Maclean went off with his battalion to defend Quebec and win 
glory, MacDonald and Small spent most of their time in Nova Scotia 
training recruits and begging for supplies. In a typical appeal 
MacDonald wrote: “Here I am with above 300 Men and Officers, the 
Most of the Men almost Naked and all of them bare footed... . P.S. 
We have formed a Mess and a poor one it is without a drop of any 
kind of wine or Spirits, only Spruce beer... . I beg you would send 


us a pipe of Good Madeira also a hogshead of good port wine.”? 


Eventually MacDonald’s men of the Mohawk Valley were joined 
by volunteers from Boston, New York City, North Carolina, Nova 
Scotia, and other parts of Canada. To get more recruits Small and 
MacDonald received permission to intercept immigrant ships on the 
high seas, go aboard, and recruit the male passengers. The New 
York—bound immigrant ship Glasgow, for instance, was redirected 
to Boston. Somehow—coercion seems probable—Small enlisted and 
diverted to Nova Scotia one hundred men who had expected to 


settle in North Carolina.!° The women and children who 
accompanied them were issued army rations and put in the care of 


the garrison at Fort Edward in Windsor, Nova Scotia.!! 


After Maclean’s victory in Quebec, dozens of Continental Army 
prisoners of war enlisted in his battalion, though they were neither 
Highlanders nor emigrants. Some of them, enlisting only to end 
their prisoner status, deserted and made their way back to America. 
Deserters who were captured were given the choice of severe and 
potentially lethal flogging or lifelong exile as Redcoats deployed to 
protect slave dealers and other British subjects in western Africa. !? 


Andrew MacDonald’s kinfolk included Flora MacDonald, who had 
saved Bonnie Prince Charlie after his defeat on the moors of 


Culloden. The prince, pursued by British soldiers to the Outer 
Hebrides, made a daring escape later celebrated in Scottish poetry 
and song. Flora disguised him as an Irish maidservant and took him 
from her island to the Isle of Skye on his way to safety in France. 
Arrested by the British, she was imprisoned in the Tower of London 


and released under a general amnesty in 1747.'° Three years later 
she married Allan MacDonald, another member of Clan MacDonald 
and supporter of the Jacobite cause. 


Life in the Highlands, which encompassed Scotland’s Western 
Isles and northern mainland, had become a struggle for survival. No 
longer sustained by the land, bankrupted by ever-rising rents, 
denied their culture and even their native language by harsh British 
edicts after the Battle of Culloden, Highlanders headed for America. 
They were seeking what had become a dream, conjured up by 
letters from kin and friends. 


Samuel Johnson and James Boswell, traveling on the Scottish 
mainland and the islands of the Highland realm in the fall of 1773, 
were entertained on the Isle of Skye by a group of couples doing a 
complex dance. “Each of the couples, after the common involutions 
and evolutions” Johnson wrote, “successively whirls round in a 
circle, till all are in motion; and the dance seems intended to shew 
how emigration catches, till a whole neighbourhood is set afloat.” 


The islanders called the dance “America.”!* 


The migration of thousands of Highlanders—the exact number is 
unknown—had begun about 1732, surging in the late 1760s and 


peaking in 1774 and 1775.'° Among the emigrants were Flora and 
Allan MacDonald, who sailed across the Atlantic in 1774, just in 
time to find themselves again choosing sides in a conflict between 
Rebels and the king. This time they chose the king. 


Many Highlanders made the same choice, even though they could 
recite a long litany of mistreatment by the British: They had cleared 
the Highlands of farmers to make way for sheep, a_ better 
investment. They had, through blandishments and power 
dispensing, co-optedthe clan chiefs and shattered the clans. They 


had banished nearly one thousand Highland men, women, and 


children to America, where they were sold as indentured servants.'® 
The banishment was a variation on “transportation,” the 
euphemistic term for a judicial order that exiled a convicted felon to 
America. By 1776 about fifty thousand men and women, many of 
them guilty only of minor crimes, had been sent to America in 


transportation from England and Scotland.!” Still, fighting for the 
Crown had become a Highland tradition. The Highlanders drawn to 
America had sailed through a complex history that tugged many of 
them toward the Crown rather than toward the Rebels. Their 
political differences of the recent past were eclipsed by the new 
reality that Highlanders discovered in America. 


New England was far away, geographically and politically, from the 
part of North Carolina where Flora and Allan MacDonald settled. An 
estimated twelve thousand former Highlanders lived in the colony, 
most of them occupying the upper Cape Fear River in Cumberland 


County. Overwhelmingly they were Loyalists.1® 


For the Highlanders who migrated at the beginning of the 
Revolution, the choice of the Loyalist side was pragmatic: The 
Rebels were losing. By fighting for the British the Highlanders 
assured their position in this promising colony of the powerful 


British Empire.!? The king rewarded army service with land grants; 
the Patriots offered nothing. 


Highlanders had been welcomed into the British Army since the 
first Jacobite rebellion, in 1715, when warriors from loyal clans 
were stationed in the Highlands as peacekeepers between clans. In 
1739 King George II authorized the formation of a regiment 
consisting of “natives of that country and none other.” The regiment 
was known as the Black Watch—” black” for the dark colors of the 
soldiers’ tartans and “watch” for the regiment’s original mission to 


keep watch over the Highlands.2° Impressed by the Highlanders’ 
soldierly qualities, British Army commanders continued to recruit 


men from the land that Robert Burns would call “The birth-place of 
Valour, the country of Worth.” 


Additional Highland regiments were raised in 1756, 1757, and 


1777.7! Officers and enlisted men who fought in the French and 
Indian War received land grants as large as twenty thousand acres 
in Canada and northern New York. When recruitment of the Royal 
Highland Emigrants began, many of those veterans joined, resuming 


army life.?2 


The recruitment of American Highlanders was so well known to 
the people of Scotland that a Scotswoman traveling to America in 
1774 noted in her journal the military significance of the 
Highlander immigration. Aware of looming trouble in America and 
seeing hardy America-bound Highlanders aboard her ship, she 
wrote, “Should levys be again necessary, the recruiting drum may 
long be at a loss to procure such soldiers as are now aboard this 
Vessel, lost to their country for ever, brave fellows, who tho’ now 


flying from their friends, would never have fled from their foes.”?° 


She was right. The lack of recruits for the British Army at the 
beginning of the Revolution had been the principal reason that 
Britain hired Hessians. 


In America, Highlanders usually retained their Gaelic language 
and Highland dress. And they dwelled apart from another, distinctly 
different immigrant group, the Scotch-Irish, who overwhelmingly 
joined the ranks of the Patriots. As for Highlanders, Thomas 


Jefferson often referred to them as “Scottish Tories.”?4 In an early 
draft of the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson wrote a phrase 
denouncing the British for “permitting their chief magistrate to send 
over not only soldiers of our own blood, but Scotch and other 
foreign mercenaries.” The phrase was struck out at the urging of 
John Witherspoon, a Scots-born delegate from New Jersey. He was a 
Presbyterian minister, an eloquent champion of independence, and a 
signer of a Declaration that, thanks to him, was not blemished by a 


libel on Scots.2° 


Jefferson’s distrust of the Scots stemmed from common 
knowledge that in the many parts of the southern colonies a “Scot” 
and a “Tory” were almost always one and the same. In and around 
Norfolk, Loyalists were often referred to as members of “the Scotch 
Party,” and, when the Queen’s Loyal Virginia Regiment was raised, 
most of its men were Scots merchants and their employees. 
Virginia’s tartan-clad royal governor Dunmore had served as a page 


to Bonnie Prince Charlie.2© His fellow Scots were merchants and 
placemen whose influence extended from Alexandria, Virginia, to St. 
Augustine, the principal city of the East Florida Colony.2” Dunmore 
spoke the warrior language of many a Tory Scot when he said, “I 
once fought for the Virginians. By God, I would let them see that I 


could fight against them.”2° 


* A full description of the units of the Provincial Corps, the Loyalist equivalent of the 
Continential Army, can be found at ToriesFightingForTheKing.com. 


9 
“BROADSWORDS AND KING GEORGE!” 


SourTuHerN coLonies, Apri, 1775-Fersruary 1776 


To sign, or not to sign? That is the question, Whether ‘twere better for 
an honest man To sign, and so be safe; or to ... fly ... And, by that 


flight, t’ escape Feathers and tar ... 


—” The Pausing American Loyalist”! 

oyal governors in Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina 
Rhad been urging the mobilizing and arming of Loyalists since the 

first hints of rebellion. The governors believed that the path to 
victory coursed through the southern colonies, where there were 
enough friends of the king to help the British Army quickly put 
down the revolt. Ultimately twenty-nine Loyalist military units, 
mostly of regimental size, would fight the Continental Army or 


Rebel militias in the southern colonies. 


North Carolina governor Josiah Martin, a former lieutenant 
colonel in the British Army, envisioned a Loyalist army of twenty 
thousand men, enlisted around a core of three thousand 
Highlanders, along with tough backcountry settlers known as the 
Regulators. The Regulators had protested a corrupt system by 
attacking dishonest tax collectors and judges and rebelling against 
the royal rule of William Tryon, Martin’s predecessor. 


In May 1771 Tryon, also a former lieutenant colonel, had led a 
royal militia army against the Regulators in a battle near today’s 
Alamance, killing about twenty, hanging seven without trial, and 


laying waste their farms.? The Regulators, who had seen their 


comrades’ bodies ripped by royal grapeshot at Alamance, were 
unusual candidates for a Loyalist force. But their allegiance to the 
king transcended all else, and many of them joined Loyalist 
regiments. 


As for the Highlanders, Governor Martin counted on their loyalty 
to the king—and his expectation that they would barter their 
warrior skills for generous land grants. Martin had been providing 
those grants to men who had only to swear “their readiness to lay 


down their lives in the defence of his Majesty’s government.”* Allan 
MacDonald and Flora bestowed their prestige on Martin’s plan for a 
Loyalist force. Allan would be second in command; the commanding 
officer would be Donald MacDonald, a veteran of Culloden who had 
been commissioned a brigadier general by Martin. 


Martin was working on his plan when Janet Schaw, a sharp-eyed 
woman from Scotland, appeared and became an unexpected witness 
to the stirring of rebellion in North Carolina. After a stormy crossing 
in a small ship, she and her younger brother Alexander arrived at a 
plantation, near Wilmington, which was owned by their older 
brother Robert. He, like all North Carolinians, was in the midst of 
choosing sides. He had served in the militia when it was royal and 
had fought under Governor Tryon in the Battle of Alamance. When 
the militia came under control of the Rebels, he remained an officer 
and was commissioned a colonel. But revolutionary events were 
moving so swiftly that, coincidental with his sister’s arrival, he had 
to decide to support Governor Martin or go with the Rebels. 


Janet Schaw almost immediately discovered the complexity of the 
choice her brother Robert faced, for the Rebel—Loyalist fissure 
reached deep into southern society. A neighboring hostess was 
warned by the Rebels’ local Committee of Safety that she had to 
cancel a forthcoming ball because of a congressional edict against 
“Balls and Dancing.” 


Then, surprisingly, the committee relented, Janet got her invitation 
and, “dressed out in all my British airs with a high head and a 
hoop,” she trudged to the ball “thro the unpaved streets in 


embroidered shoes by the light of a lanthorn carried by a black 
wench half naked.”° 


The Committee of Safety may have changed its mind because of 
the influence of a visitor to the plantation, Robert Howe. He “has 
the worst character you ever heard thro the whole province,” Schaw 
wrote. “He is however very like a Gentleman.” A prominent Patriot 
related to Robert Schaw by marriage, Howe, too, had served under 


Tryon.° While he was chatting and flirting with Janet Schaw, he had 
something else on his mind: a plot to kidnap Governor Martin.” 


Howe was with Janet Schaw one day when, by her account, he 
stopped a Rebel mob from tarring and feathering a hapless Tory. 
She, Howe, and others were watching a mustering of Rebel 
militiamen—”2000 men in their shirts and trousers,” she wrote, 
“preceded by a very ill beat-drum and a fiddler, who was also in his 
shirt with a long sword and a cue at his hair, who played with all 
his might. They made indeed a most unmartial appearance.” But, 
she shrewdly observed, “the worst figure there can shoot from 


behind a bush and kill even a General Wolfe.”°* 


She, Robert Schaw, and others on the plantation were invited by 
Martin and his wife to go to the governor’s palace in New Bern on 
June 4 to celebrate the king’s birthday. But they learned that “the 
Govr’s house had been attacked, himself obliged to get down to the 
man of war, and send off his wife, sister and children in a little 
vessel, with directions to land them in the first safe port. What 
renders these circumstances the more affecting is that poor Mrs. 
Martin is big with child, and naturally of a very delicate 


constitution.”? 


Martin escaped the kidnappers, who had been managed by Howe, 
and reached a fort on Cape Fear. His family sailed to New York and 
then journeyed to Martin’s father-in-law’s Long Island home, where 
Martin’s daughter Augusta was born. When Rebels were about to 
take and burn the fort, Martin fled to the HMS Cruizer, a British 
warship anchored in the Cape Fear River. Among the people who 


accompanied him were Janet and Alexander Schaw. While they 
were aboard the Cruizer, Martin asked Alexander to sail to England 
with dispatches that would inform Lord Dartmouth about the 
rebellion in North Carolina. 


Janet Schaw’s journal contains an emotional description of the 
Rebel martial law that pertained over much of North Carolina in the 
wake of Martin’s flight: 


An officer or committeeman enters a plantation with his posse. The 
Alternative is proposed, Agree to join us, and your persons and 
properties are safe; you have a shilling sterling a day; your duty is no 
more than once a month appearing under Arms at Wilmingtown, 
which will prove only a merry-making, where you will have as much 
grog as you can drink. But if you refuse, we are directly to cut up your 
corn, shoot your pigs, burn your houses, seize your Negroes and 
perhaps tar and feather yourself, !° 


When Robert Schaw refused to take an oath supporting the 


Rebels, his punishment was exile and the confiscation of his land.'! 
But Thomas Macknight, an extremely wealthy Scottish merchant in 
North Carolina, suffered the kind of punishments described in Janet 
Schaw’s journal. Although Rebels had once labeled him “always 
friendly to the cause of American liberty,” when he showed a 
tolerance for Tory friends in New Bern, he was deemed “inimical.” 
Rebels plundered his house, his merchandise, and his crops, 
abducted his slaves, and even tried to kill him, according to his 


recollections. In 1776 he exiled himself to England.! 
Janet cut short her stay and boarded a ship that was returning to 


Britain after bringing more Scot immigrants to North Carolina.!* 
She bade a bitter farewell to an “unhappy land, for which my heart 
bleeds in pity. Little does it signify to you, who are the conquered or 
who the victorious; you are devoted to ruin, whoever succeeds.” !4 


Among the documents that Alexander carried to England was a 
letter that Martin had written Lord Dartmouth on June 30, boasting 
that he could “reduce to order and obedience every colony to the 
southward of Pennsylvania.” All he needed were ten thousand 
muskets and ammunition, along with some artillery “and a supply of 


money as might be necessary for the support of such a force.”!° 


Dartmouth had been getting similarly optimistic reports from 
Crown officials in other colonies, especially from Dunmore in 
Virginia. Focusing on Martin’s proposal, Dartmouth saw the 
possibility of a combined offensive that would stamp out the 
rebellion in North Carolina and so terrify the Rebels in the other 
southern colonies that they would surrender. Dartmouth’s successor, 
Lord George Germain, enthusiastically endorsed the use of Loyalist 
soldiers allied with a British Army expeditionary force that would 
land at Wilmington, a port about fifteen miles up the Cape Fear 
River. The conquest of Wilmington, Dartmouth believed, would 
quickly lead to the surrender of the bigger port of Charleston, South 
Carolina, some 170 miles south. Thus began Britain’s first venture 
into a strategy aimed at severing the southern colonies from those in 
the north. 


Coincidentally, while Governor Martin was making his plans, Lt. 
Col. Donald MacDonald and Capt. Donald McLeod of the Royal 
Highland Emigrants Regiment arrived in New Bern. They had been 
dispatched as recruiters by General Gage. When picked up for 
questioning by the Rebels’ Committee of Safety, they said they were 
former British officers who had been wounded at Bunker Hill and 
had come to North Carolina with the idea of possibly settling there. 
The committee released the officers with a warning to refrain from 


aiding the Tories.'° 


Martin issued a proclamation calling on all loyal North 
Carolinians to support the king. And he asked several prominent 
North Carolina Loyalists—many of them Scots—to raise a Loyalist 
force called the North Carolina Provincials. Between twelve and 
fourteen hundred volunteered. In Martin’s vision local Highlanders 


and Regulators would be his principal warriors.‘’ Martin also 
expected to mobilize Loyalist volunteers from other backcountry 
immigrants: the Scotch- 


Irish. But unlike the Highlanders, the Scotch-Irish were not 
dependably loyal, and most of them had, at least, Patriot leanings. 


The Scotch-Irish were descendants of transplanted Scots who in the 
early 1600s had been sent to Northern Ireland by King James I. He 
had tried to solve his problems with the Irish and the Scots by 
handing over to the Scots a vast Irish territory that came to be 
known as the Ulster Plantation. King James specifically barred 
Highlanders from Ulster because his plan was to introduce the ways 


of the British to the Irish. They, in his view, needed civilizing.® 


Early in the eighteenth century the people of Ulster began sailing 
to America in a flight from what a Pennsylvania newspaper called 


“Poverty, Wretchedness, Misery and Want.”!? By the 1750s the 
immigrants were being called the Scotch-Irish, a shorthand 
acknowledgment of Scotch descent and Northern Ireland origin. The 
newcomers usually called themselves Scotch, avoiding any 


suggestion that they were partially Irish.?° 


Between 1717 and 1775, in America’s first great surge of 
immigration, more than two hundred thousand Scotch-Irish arrived 


in the colonies.2! How many others were lost at sea in the long 
perilous voyages will never be known. The ships were built to carry 
cargo, not passengers. Immigrants were stowed in the dank hold by 
shipowners who saw them as profitable ballast. On one ship starving 


survivors ate the bodies of the dead.?? In another “about 100 of 
them dyed,” said a Pennsylvania newspaper in 1728, reporting on 
the explosive growth and frequent tragedies of immigration. 
“Children from 1 to 7 years rarely survive the voyage,” a survivor 
wrote. “I witnessed misery in no less than 32 children in our ship, 
all of whom were thrown into the sea. The parents grieve all the 


more since their children find no resting-place in the earth, but are 


devoured by the monsters of the sea.”2° 


Most of the early Scotch-Irish immigrants landed at Philadelphia 


and found land along Pennsylvania’s western frontier.74 
Descendants of the first settlers and new waves of immigrants 
moved westwardalong the Great Wagon Road, which had evolved 
from a network of old Indian trading trails stretching from 
Pennsylvania to Georgia east of the Appalachians. The road took 
newcomers, their livestock, and their wagons to the backwoods of 
Virginia and the Carolinas. In North Carolina the immigrants settled 
along the piedmont, which extended from the fall lines of seaboard 
rivers westward to the foot of the Appalachians. Besides being far 
from the riches and power of the seacoast, the people of the 
piedmont were also outside the economic sphere of the coastal 


ruling class.*° 


The immigrants built their dirt-floor log cabins near springs or 
streams. There were no village greens because the settlers had no 
time to form villages. They had to clear the land and then plant 
their first crops. They raised corn, wheat, flax, and cotton as well as 


sheep on farms whose average size was about 175 acres.*° Most 
clothing was made from cotton cloth woven at home. 


The Scotch-Irish were usually Presbyterians, but among them 
there were also evangelical Baptists. The Anglican Church, rebuffed 
by the toiling class back in Ulster, had not attracted the Scotch-Irish 
in America. To bring them the Anglican faith in the new land, 
missionaries were sent from Britain to the Carolina backcountry. 
Among the missionaries was the Reverend Charles Woodmason, a 
British-born Anglican clergyman who traveled the region in the 
1760s. 


Woodmason was shocked by the people’s “low, lazy, sluttish, 
heathenish, hellish Life.” He had difficulty averting his eyes from 
the “Young Women,” who had “a most uncommon Practice, which I 
cannot break them of. They draw their Shift as tight as possible to 
the Body, and pin it close, to shew the roundness of their Breasts, 


and slender Waists (for they are generally fairly shaped) and draw 
their Petticoat close to their Hips to shew the fineness of their 
Limbs.” When he performed a church service, he wrote, most of the 
congregation “went to Revelling Drinking Singing Dancing and 
Whoring—and most of the Company were drunk before I quitted the 


Spot.”27 


Woodmason was seeing a new American breed: people who had 
migrated not from England but from Ulster, people to whom 
Scotland was but a folk memory, a place few of them had even seen. 
And, as Presbyterians, they had turned away from the hierarchical 
structure of the Anglican Church in favor of the democracy of the 
meetinghouse. As a North Carolina minister—and Patriot— 
explained Presbyterian beliefs: God “had long ago implanted into 
man’s nature a capacity for civic responsibility. God had taught men 
to consider themselves His stewards, had given them talents and 
opportunities, and expected them to make the most of those 


endowments.”2° 


Many Loyalists believed that the Revolution itself had emerged 
from a_ conflict between Presbyterians and _ Anglicans: 
“Presbyterianism is really at the Bottom of this whole Conspiracy, 
has supplied it with Vigour, and will never rest till something is 
decided upon it,” a representative of Lord Dartmouth wrote in 


1776.7? A disinterested witness in the form of a Hessian captain had 
noted this in a letter home: “Call this war, dearest friend, by 
whatever name you may, only call it not an American Rebellion; it 


is nothing more nor less than Irish-Scotch Presbyterian Rebellion.”°° 


When word of Governor Martin’s Loyalist plan reached Patriot 
leaders, they sent pro-Patriot propagandists, including five 
Highlanders, into the Scotch-Irish backwoods to meet with “the 
gentlemen who have lately arrived from the highlands in Scotland” 
and “to advise and urge them to unite with the other Inhabitants of 
America in defence of those rights which they derive from God and 


the Constitution.”°! The delegation did not attempt to recruit 


militiamen but chose only to gain sympathy for the Rebel cause.° 


Governor Martin, meanwhile, received word that British 
strategists had enhanced his plan. Already at sea was a convoy 
bringing seven Redcoat regiments from the British Isles under the 
command of Lord Charles Cornwallis. Another large force was 
coming from Boston under Maj. Gen. Sir Henry Clinton, who said 
his mission was “to support Loyalists and restore the authority of 


the King’s government in the four southern provinces.”°? 


The Loyalists were to march to the coast down the southwestern 
side of the Cape Fear River and at Wilmington rendezvous with the 
British troops coming by sea. Joined up, the combined force would 
then begin a campaign to fight the Rebels for control of North 
Carolina. That triumph was to be the inspiration for a general rising 
of the Loyalists and the return of the southern colonies to the 
Crown. 


Highlanders, expecting that the seaborne British would soon 
arrive, began assembling at the hub of their power, Cross Creek 
(now Fayetteville), about eighty miles north of Wilmington. They 
hoped to raise as many as five thousand men, including a large 
complement of Regulators. But Regulators were scarce on February 
15, 1776, when about fourteen hundred men gathered at Cross 
Creek. And only 520 of them carried muskets. Leaders canvassed 
people in the area and found muskets to arm about 130 more. 
Raiders also took powder that had been stored by Patriots and got 
additional powder, along with provisions, from Loyalist 


merchants.°** About sixty people slipped out of the Cross Creek area 
to an encampment seven miles away, where some eleven hundred 
Patriot militiamen had mobilized. The Cross Creek refugees warned 
Col. James Moore, the Patriot commander, that the Loyalist troops 
were ready to march. 


On February 19, Donald MacDonald—promoted to brigadier 
general by Martin—sent a messenger to Moore under a flag of truce. 
The message warned Moore that if he and his men did not accept 


the authority of the king by noon the next day, they would be 
attacked as enemies. Moore replied that he would continue “the 
defense of the liberties of mankind.” Dozens of men unexpectedly 
turned away from battle as MacDonald led his troops, most of them 


Highlanders, not toward Moore but toward the coast.*° 


Moore sent some men to block one likely route and then marched 
off, hoping to pursue the Loyalists and force a battle. MacDonald 
continued at a slow pace, scouting for possible ambushes and 
strengthening bridges for his wagon train. Detachments of Patriots 
maneuvered along the Cape Fear River, seeking to close on 
MacDonald. 


Finally, on February 26, MacDonald learned that about one 
thousand Patriots were ahead, at a bridge crossing swampy Moore’s 
Creek, which flowed into a tributary’s confluence with the Cape 
Fear River. MacDonald, an ailing old soldier, sensed disaster, calleda 
council of war, and urged caution. The younger, bolder Donald 
McLeod, who was second in command, ordered an attack at dawn. 
Capt. John Campbell was to lead about eighty men brandishing the 
Highlanders’ storied weapon, the broadsword. 


About one a.m. the next day, scouts on the western side of the 
creek reached the bridge, a span of about fifty feet, and saw that the 
Patriots had removed its planks and greased the horizontal log 
supports, called stringers, with what smelled like tallow and soap. 
Entrenched on the eastern side, the Patriots guarded the road the 
Loyalists needed to take to Wilmington. Undaunted by the scouts’ 
report, McLeod readied the charge. 


The steady beating of drums and keening of war pipes broke the 
silence of the cool dawn. Then came three cheers from all the men, 
the signal for the charge. Shouting a rallying cry—” King George 
and Broadswords!”—the eighty bravest Highlanders, led by McLeod 
on one stringer and Campbell on the other, began slowly crossing 


the slippery logs, using their broadswords like spiked canes.*° 


The Patriots held the fire of their muskets and two cannons until 
McLeod and Campbell reached the eastern side of the creek. 


Suddenly cannons and muskets fired. The cannons were loaded with 
swan shot—a canvas bag that burst on firing, spewing twenty or 


more lead pellets.°” Riddled by bullets and swan shot, McLeod and 
Campbell fell, both mortally wounded. McLeod, waving his 
broadsword, tried to rise, then died in another burst of bullets. One 
by one, two by two, other Highlanders fell, some to die by bullets, 
others by drowning. On the other side of the creek, Highlanders 
returned fire. Regulators and other Loyalists fled. 


Sharp Patriot fire killed at least thirty Loyalists; the exact toll is 
not known because the bodies of some who died in the creek were 
not recovered. Two Patriots were wounded, and one died of his 
wounds. General MacDonald and about 850 others were taken 
prisoner, among them Flora MacDonald’s husband, Allan. 


Many of the escaping Loyalists went into hiding, some of them for 
the rest of the war. At least one managed to reach Florida and join 


another Loyalist military organization, the East Florida Rangers.*° 


An unknown number of Loyalists who were bystanders quietly 
disappeared, later sailing to safety in Nova Scotia and New York 


City.°° The most significant effect of the victory came after 
exuberant Patriots reported it to their delegates at the Continental 
Congress and urged that the colonies sever ties with Britain. Thus 


North Carolina became the first colony to vote for independence.*? 


General Clinton had sailed out of Boston on January 10, expecting 
to rendezvous with Martin’s men and the Cornwallis fleet in mid- 
February. But, because of bureaucratic delays and the usual mishaps 
of eighteenth-century ocean voyages, Clinton and his two hundred 
infantrymen did not arrive off North Carolina until March 12. 
Cornwallis was not there. His fleet would not begin to appear off 


Cape Fear until April 18.4! Deciding that he might as well put his 
men to good use, Clinton broke camp, reloaded the troops aboard 
his ships, and sailed south to seize Charleston (then called Charles 
Town). 


When Clinton set sail, three royal governors were trying to run 
their colonies from cramped quarters aboard Royal Navy warships 
bobbing at anchor off rebellious shores: Martin on the HMS Cruizer 
in the Cape Fear River, Dunmore from HMS Fowey on the James 
River in Virginia, and Lord William Campbell, on HMS Tamar off 
Charleston, in South Carolina. 


Unlike the royal governors in New England, Dunmore and Martin 
reacted to rebellion in their colonies by mobilizing their Loyalists 
and using them as troops in a civil war aimed at regaining royal 
control. Campbell did not mobilize, but he had frequently urged 
British officials to invade his colony and link up with South 
Carolina’s multitude of Loyalists. “Charles Town,” Campbell wrote 
Lord Dartmouth, “is the fountainhead from which all the violence 
flows. Stop that and the rebellion in this part of the continent will, I 


trust, soon be at an end.” 


Beyond the fountainhead of rebellion, both Patriots and Tories 
sought to win over the backcountry. In July 1775 the Patriots’ 
Council of Safety in Charleston sent spokesmen into the “interior 
parts” ofthe colony to urge people to join the Patriots’ cause “in 
order to preserve themselves and their children from slavery,” 
taking no apparent notice that they were in a colony full of slaves. 
The spokesmen were dispatched to counteract “the arts, frauds, and 


misrepresentations”’*? of Moses Kirkland, a prominent South 
Carolina landowner who had switched sides to become a peripatetic 
Tory operative. He had helped Dunmore in Virginia, would serve 
with the British Army in Savannah, and would recruit Indians to 


fight Patriots in Florida.*4 


Tory and Rebel leaders in the backcountry at first dueled with 
words and petitions, some changing sides. Finally, the local version 
of civil war erupted at a trading post called Ninety Six, near today’s 
Clemson. After Rebels seized and imprisoned a Tory leader, about 
fifteen hundred of his followers surged into Ninety Six, seeking 
revenge, surrounding a fort manned by some five hundred Rebel 
militiamen. In three days of fighting, one man was killed. His was 


the first blood of a Patriot shed in South Carolina. The battle ended 
with a truce, but conflict continued elsewhere.*° 


Later in 1775 more than five thousand Patriot militiamen scoured 
the backcountry of Loyalists and captured their leaders, including 
one who hid in the hollow of a sycamore. In a swirling storm— 
ending what became known as the Snow Campaign—the Patriots 
made Loyalists sign pledges to lay down their arms or have their 


property confiscated.*° Thirty-three who were jailed in Charleston 
finally promised “to Endeavor to Settle Peace to Your Satisfaction.” 
But an added note—” there is Different Circumstances Amongst 
us”—reflected the reality that although peace had seemingly come 


to the backcountry, conflicts would continue to simmer.*” 


The ferocity of the rebellion in South Carolina appalled Governor 
Campbell. Thomas Jeremiah, a “free negro” well known as a 
fisherman and pilot called Jerry, was heard to say that if British 
warships sailed into Charleston, he would guide them. Patriots 
arrested him and, in a mockery of a trial, speedily convicted him of 
plotting insurrection against the Rebels. He was sentenced to be 
hanged and his body publicly burned. Lord Campbell had the power 
to intervene—” my blood ran cold when I read on what grounds 
they had doomed afellow creature to death,” he said in a letter to 
Dartmouth. But Patriots warned Campbell that if he granted a 
pardon, “they would hang him at my door.” The sentence was 
carried out; he was one of several South Carolina slaves executed 


after conviction on similar charges.*® 


For General Washington, the Revolution shifted southward after he 
learned of the movement of British warships and troops to 
Charleston. He sent Maj. Gen. Charles Lee to Charleston as an 
adviser to local Patriots. Lee, a former British officer who was 
contemptuous of the Continental Army, examined Charleston’s 
defenses and called the city’s key defense, the Sullivan’s Island fort, 
a “slaughter pen.” Lee told the commander, Col. William Moultrie, 


he should abandon it. Moultrie, backed by his Patriots, politely 
refused, though Lee seemed to have a point. The fort was made out 
of palmetto logs and sand, and when Clinton’s fleet appeared off the 


harbor, the fort was only partially complete.*? 


In late June 1776 the British landed on unfortified Long Island 
(now the Isle of Palms), east of Sullivan’s Island. Clinton planned to 
have his men wade across an inlet to Sullivan’s Island at low tide, 
after the British fleet leveled the palmetto fort with an intense 
bombardment. But the inlet turned out to be too deep for wading, 
and the palmetto logs were so spongy that they absorbed 
cannonballs. The fort did not fall. 


Lord Campbell, a Royal Navy veteran, had spent four months of 
his governorship on a British warship. When the battle began he 
was aboard the fifty-gun Bristol, the fleet flagship. He volunteered to 
take command of its gun deck. Patriot fire concentrated on the 
Bristol, the cannon hits producing arrowlike splinters that caused 
painful, often lethal wounds. A lucky cannon shot severed the ship’s 
cable, which controlled its swing at anchor. Accurate Patriot fire 
raked its hull and rigging fore and aft. 


The Bristol‘s captain, John Morris, struck several times, stayed on 
the quarterdeck until his right arm was shot off. He died in a few 
days. Campbell was thrown to the deck by the blast of a cannonball. 
Henever recovered from his injury, and died two years later in 


England.°° The captain of HMS Experiment lost his left arm but 
survived. Forty men of the Bristol were killed; the Experiment lost 
twenty-three men. Of the more than 120 who were wounded, most 
would not survive.°! Seventeen Americans in the fort were killed 
and twenty wounded. 


The battered British fleet withdrew to the outer harbor, and after 
waiting for favorable winds, withdrew in mid-July. It then sailed 
north to join the British attack on New York. 


In Virginia, Dunmore had been much more successful than Martin in 
leading armed attacks on Rebels. He had made his first move 
against rebellion on the night of April 20, 1775, a month after 
Patrick Henry declared, “Give me liberty or give me death!” A party 
of Royal Marines, carrying out the governor’s order, slipped into the 
Virginia capital of Williamsburg, entered the powder magazine, 
disabled muskets that were stored there, and carried off fifteen half 
barrels of gunpowder to the warship HMS Fowey. The next morning, 
drums boomed on the streets of Williamsburg, rallying protesters, 


including members of the House of Burgesses.°* 


The mayor and other local officials called on Dunmore and told 
him he had to return the powder to assure residents that the militia 
would have powder if their slaves rose in insurrection. Dunmore did 
return the powder, but he raged: “The whole country can easily be 
made a solitude, and by the living God, if any insult is offered to 
me, or to those who have obeyed my orders, I will declare freedom 
to the slaves, and lay the town in ashes.” Dunmore then fled to 
York, about twelve miles from the capital, and boarded the Fowey. 
53 


Dunmore made good on part of his threat on November 7, 1775, 
when he proclaimed freedom for all slaves or indentured servants 
belonging to Rebels, as long as they “are able and willing to bear 


arms” and join “His Majesty’s Troops.”°* 


Dunmore’s proclamation stunned Virginia, where there were 
nearly as many slaves as white persons. Among the Virginians who 
would lose slaves was Thomas Jefferson. When British forces 
invadedthe state in 1781, twenty-three of his slaves ran away, or, as 


one entry in his farm book says, “fled to the enemy.”°? Dunmore’s 
move induced nightmares of armed slaves rising in insurrection 
against their masters. Fear spread to South Carolina, where there 


were two slaves for each white.°© The proclamation had a profound 
effect on the war, transforming countless slaveholders into Rebels 
and drawing thousands of slaves to the Loyalist side. 


In reaction to Dunmore’s proclamation, the Continental Army had 
begun enlisting free blacks, who for a time had been banned from 
the army. More than one hundred black Americans fought at Bunker 
(Breed’s) Hill. But, when George Washington arrived to take 
command, he expelled blacks, accepting a resolution of the 
Massachusetts Committee of Public Safety, which said, “you are not 
to enlist ... any stroller, negro, or vagabond” into the regiments of 


the “Massachusetts Bay Forces.”°’ After Dunmore’s proclamation 
Washington partially rescinded his order, allowing free blacks, but 
not slaves, into the army. Rhode Island, offering freedom to slaves 
who enlisted with the consent of their owners, later raised what 


became known as the Black Regiment, which included Indians.°® 


Within a month after Dunmore issued his proclamation, more than 
five hundred slaves left their masters and became black Loyalists. 
About three hundred joined Dunmore’s Ethiopian Regiment and 
donned uniforms emblazoned with “Liberty to Slaves” across the 


chest.°? Dunmore gathered a force of British soldiers, members of 
the Ethiopian Regiment, and white Virginia Loyalists, to launch an 
attack at Great Bridge, a shipping point for nearby Norfolk. Virginia 
Patriots, with allies from North Carolina, stopped the invaders with 


a musket barrage that killed or wounded 102 of Dunmore’s men. 


The only Patriot casualty was an officer who suffered a slight hand 
wound. Thirty-two members of the Ethiopian Regiment were 
captured and shipped off to be sold in the Caribbean.°! 

On January 1, 1776, three ships in Dunmore’s impromptu navy 
shelled Norfolk, setting the city afire and destroying “a Work of 
great Value and publick Utility, with a large stock of Rum and 


Molasses.”©* After a short, defiant stand on a Chesapeake Bay island, 
Dunmore sailed away to New York, taking with him survivors of the 


Ethiopian Regiment.®° 


For General Cornwallis, General Howe, and General Washington, 
the war would now shift to New York, where more Loyalists awaited 


a call to arms. 


* A reference to the slaying of Gen. James Wolfe, commander of the British expedition that 


took Quebec in 1759, assuring British victory in the French and Indian War. 


10 
WAR IN THE LOYAL PROVINCE 
NEW YorK, APriL 17776-DECEMBER 1776 


This mob ... searched the whole town in pursuit of tories ... they 
placed them upon sharp rails with one leg on each side; each rail was 
carried upon the shoulders of two tall men, with a man on each side to 
keep the poor wretch straight and fixed in his seat. In this manner 
were numbers of these poor people ... paraded through the most 


public and conspicuous streets in the town. 


—A Loyalist watches Patriots occupy New York City! 


win General Washington arrived in New York City from Boston 
in April 1776, the city was under the control of Patriots. But 

Royal Navy warships swayed at anchor in the harbor, and the 
colony was clinging to its Tory reputation: It was “the Loyal 


Province” and New York City was “Torytown.”* The men aboard 
those ships, including Royal Governor William Tryon, were eating 
food sold to them and delivered to them by enterprising New York 
merchants. Tories were routinely commuting between ship and 
shore. 


Washington, outraged, learned that Tryon, seven months before, 
had won an agreement from New York Patriots, who allowed 
provisions to be delivered to HMS Asia, a sixty-four-gun warship 
intimidating the city. By the time Washington brought the war to 
New York, Tryon had followed the example of other royal governors 
bygoing to sea. Fearing kidnapping, he had fled first to a Royal 
Navy warship and then to the British supply ship HMS Duchess of 


Gordon in New York harbor.* He continued to get water and 


provisions, along with visits from spies and royal placemen. He was 
running the Tory underground while the Patriots’ provincial 
congress was the government. 


Washington assumed that Tryon was supervising a network of 
spies and passing their information on to British military officials. 
Long after the war General Gates’s papers yielded a letter from 
Tryon containing detailed information about Continental Army 
plans. What Washington did not immediately discover was that his 
own fate—a decision to either kidnap or kill him—was being 
discussed by plotters who boarded Tryon’s ship as easily as they 


would have stepped onto a harbor ferry.* 


Washington issued a proclamation that denounced the “sundry 
base and wicked persons” who profited from dealing with the 
British ships, declaring that “if any person or persons shall hereafter 
presume to have, hold, or to continue to carry on such intercourse, 
or any kind of correspondence whatsoever, or furnish and supply 
the said ships of war, and other vessels in such service with 
provisions and necessaries of any kind, that he or they, so offending, 


will be deemed and considered as an enemy or enemies.”° 


The commander in chief was combating the double standard of 
the New York Patriots: harshly treating Loyalists in general while 
exempting certain merchants from anti-Loyalist policies. The 
unwieldy, jittery provincial congress had 119 members; at least 19 
were Tories, enough of a division to slow down the Patriots’ ability 


to govern.® 


Washington had seen for himself the Tory-Patriot split in New 
York when he passed through the city in June 1775 on his way to 
Cambridge to take command of the Continental Army. On the same 
day Governor Tryon, who had been on leave in England, happened 
to return to New York. In the afternoon, when Washington stepped 
off the boat that carried him to New York from New Jersey, 
members of the provincial congress and leaders of both Tory and 
Patriot factions greeted him with huzzahs and flowery speeches. 


A few hours later a boat from Tryon’s ship deposited the governor 
in Manhattan, where he received huzzahs from many of the same 
people who had welcomed Washington. The two generals 
accompanying Washington—Charles Lee and Philip Schuyler— 
joined in the welcome, shaking Tryon’s hand and wishing him long 
tenure in his royal post. 


The next day Washington, Lee, and their entourage went on their 
way to war while Schuyler remained behind to arrange for the 
forwarding of ammunition and other Rebel supplies to Albany for 
use in the imminent invasion of Canada. Schuyler was lodging with 
his cousin, whose house was across the street from Tryon’s. Donning 
his splendid new blue-and-buff uniform of the Continental Army, 
Schuyler decided to call on Tryon. The governor, not wishing to 
continue the choreography of make-believe, coolly rejected the visit, 


saying that he did not know anyone named General Schuyler.’ 


“Keep a watchful eye upon Governor Tryon,” Washington had 
told Schuyler, adding that he should also “watch the movements of 
the Indian Agent and prevent, as far as you can, the effect of his 


influence to our prejudice with the Indians.”® This was a reference 
to Col. Guy Johnson, the powerful British viceroy to the Indians 
who, even as Washington wrote his orders, was recruiting a Loyalist 
force along New York’s northern frontier. 


Royal governors had shifted in 1771, Tryon of North Carolina 
replacing Lord Dunmore as governor of New York, and Dunmore 
moving to Virginia. Dunmore did not take the switch gracefully, for 
he believed that his noble title trumped Tryon’s mere military 
background and familial links with the British aristocracy. 


Tryon liked New York, especially its Loyal Province status. He had 
been tough enough to shoot and hang dissident constituents in 
North Carolina, and he was ready to do the same if rebellion came 
to his new colonial post. Tryon had served as an officer in the elite 
Foot Guards and had been wounded in France during what the 
French and British called the Seven Years’ War. His sister was lady- 


in-waiting to Queen Charlotte, wife of King George. His wealthy 
wife was the daughter of a merchant who, because of his ties to the 
East India Company, had served as governor of the Bombay 


Colony.” 


Before Tryon took over as governor, back in the Stamp Act days, 
New York Sons of Liberty had followed the lead of compatriots in 
Massachusetts. As soon as news of the Lexington and Concord 
battles reached New York City, the Sons had stoked the rebellion. 
They broke into the armory at City Hall, carrying off more than five 
hundred muskets, along with hundreds of bayonets and boxes of ball 
cartridges. They responded to a recommendation from the 
Continental Congress by convening a provincial congress. Acting as 
New York’s real government, the provincial congress moved 
aggressively at first, taking control of militias, manufacturing 
gunpowder, and even hiring gunsmiths to produce gun barrels, 


bayonets, and musket ramrods.!? 


But revolution in the New York Colony was slowed down by a 
large Tory presence. Adjoining New York City was another Loyalist 
stronghold: Queen’s County (which then encompassed what are now 
Queens, Brooklyn, Long Island’s Nassau County, and part of Suffolk 
County). In September 1775, two Patriot militias, ordered to enter 
the county to disarm the Tories, called off the mission as too 
dangerous. There were also large and militant Tory populations in 
Poughkeepsie, in Albany, and on the frontier of the New York— 
Canada border, where Col. Guy Johnson was ruling over an ever- 


growing and well-armed Loyalist realm.'! By one estimate, half of 
the colony’s two hundred thousand people were Loyalists, most of 


whom kept their allegiance to themselves. !? 


In the region dominated by the great harbor of New York City, 
Tories had long wielded enormous influence, especially through the 
machinations of the De Lancey family. De Lancey Toryism evolved 
from political squabbling with Whigs to the commissioning of family 
members in Loyalist regiments that would bear the De Lancey name 
and carry it onto battlefields from New York to Yorktown. Oliver De 


Lancey, a member of the Governor’s Council, met with Tryon 
aboard the Duchess of Gordon as part of a floating Loyalist 
government, notonly preparing to resume power after a British 


victory but also mobilizing Tories to fight the Rebels in battle.!* 


The New York Patriots who had forced Tryon to leave dry land 
faced a complex task. In March 1776, for example, the Continental 
Congress recommended the disarming of all “who are notoriously 
disaffected to the cause of America, or who have not associated, and 
refuse to associate to defend by arms these United Colonies.” The 
New York Committee of Safety reacted by passing along its own 
recommendation to its Patriots: Ask for an oath to defend New York 
against the British “until the present unhappy controversy between 
the two countries shall be settled.” As for the disarming, the 
Committee of Safety mildly urged “all possible prudence and 


moderation.”!4 


Now came Washington and his ten thousand troops, introducing 
New Yorkers—both Patriots and Tories—to the reality of war in 
their colony. 


In anticipation of a British assault, Washington’s troops built 
fortifications on the Battery at the southern tip of Manhattan, on 
Brooklyn Heights, and on the shores of Long Island. The defenses 
did not reassure New Yorkers. Nor did the Continental 
reinforcements, a motley force streaming in from Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, and New Jersey. New Yorkers saw menace on 
all sides. The Continental Army’s invasion of Canada had failed, 
leaving a route for a British attack from the north. The geography of 
New York Harbor offered another threat: Washington did not have 
the ships needed to defend a city whose every shore lay open to the 
world’s mightiest navy. 


Patriots beyond New York bristled at the lenience being shown 
British sympathizers in a city girding for war. Frustration inspired 
the taunting and torturing of Tories, especially by newly arrived 
troops from other colonies. “Here in town very unhappy and 
shocking scenes were exhibited,” Gustavus Shewkirk, a Loyalist who 


was a Moravian minister, wrote in his diary. “On Munday night 
some men called Tories were carried and hauled about through the 
streets, with candles forced to be held by them, or pushed in their 
faces, and their heads burned; but on Wednesday, in the open day, 
the scene was by far worse; several, and among them gentlemen, 
were carried on rails; some stripped naked and dreadfully abused. 
Some of the generals ... had enough to do to quell the riot, and 


make the mob disperse.”!° 


In October 1775 the Continental Congress had made a drastic 
recommendation for Patriot governments like the New York 
provincial congress: “arrest and secure every person who, going at 
large, might, in their opinion endanger the safety of the colony or 


liberties of America.”'®© Shortly later, Washington gave his 
endorsement to the Tory roundup in a letter to Jonathan Trumbull, 
governor of Connecticut, urging him to seize dangerous Tories in his 


state.!” Isaac (“King”) Sears, a volatile New York Patriot and 
somewhat of a provocateur, took it upon himself to carry out the 
arrest-and-secure order. 


Sears went to Connecticut, rounded up about one hundred 
mounted Patriots, and led his posse across the border to arrest three 
leading New York Tories. One of them was the Reverend Samuel 
Seabury, rector of Saint Peter’s Anglican Church in Westchester 
(now The Bronx). He was known to be the anonymous author of 
Letters of a Westchester Farmer, in which he had written, “[I] f I must 
be enslaved, let it be by a KING at least, and not by a parcel of 
upstart, lawless committee-men. If I must be devoured, let me be 
devoured by the jaws of a lion, and not gnawed to death by rats and 
vermin!” He had joined with other New York Loyalists in a vow to 


support the king “at the hazard of our lives and properties.”!° To 
Sears, the Reverend Seabury was a major catch. 


Seabury later complained that the Patriot raiders had pawed 
through his desk, thrust a bayonet through his daughter’s cap, and 
cut up the quilt she was making. Some of the raiders hauled Seabury 
and their two other captives off to prison in Connecticut. The rest 


had a new target: the printing shop of James Rivington, at the foot 
of Wall Street in Manhattan. They destroyed his press, and carried 
off his type. He called himself “Printer to the King’s Most Excellent 
Majesty” and published Rivingtons New-York Gazetteer, a pro-Tory 


newspaper that bore the royal arms on its masthead.!? 


Rather than cheer for the raid and the silencing of the Gazetteer, 
the New York Provincial Congress indignantly protested to the 
Connecticut governor, Jonathan Trumbull. Deciding to keep the 
peacebetween his state and New York, Trumbull ordered the release 


of the three prisoners.?° 


While moving against public Tories like Seabury, neither the 
provincial congress nor Washington realized the size and 
effectiveness of the Tory underground that Tryon was running from 
the Duchess. Tryon directed an organization so well connected with 
Tory supporters ashore that a New York shoemaker could run a 
pick-up-and-deliver service repairing the shoes of Royal Navy 
sailors. Agents stationed on the Duchess routinely carried messages 


to and from prisoners held in Rebel jails.7! 


The Continental Army did not yet have a formal intelligence- 
gathering organization, but talkative prisoners can sometimes 
substitute for counterintelligence agents. On the evening of June 22 
Lt. Col. David Mason wrote a terse report to his commanding officer, 
Maj. Gen. Henry Knox. “I just Recd Intelligence from a Gent in the 
City,” Mason said. He had been told that Lara Fraga, a Continental 
Army private jailed on charges of attempted counterfeiting, had 
important information. Fraga claimed that a number of men “have 
inlisted in the minesterall Troops,” as the British Army was 
sometimes called. Fraga, who was in an artillery unit commanded 
by Capt. Alexander Hamilton, said he would point out the men 


whom he knew had gone over to the British.? 


That jail-cell tip led to the discovery of a widespread plot whose 
mastermind was Tryon. His principal assistant was David Matthews, 


(74 


the Tory mayor of New York, described by a Tory writer as “a 
person low in estimation as a lawyer, profligate, abandoned, and 
dissipated, indigent, extravagant, and luxurious, over head and ears 
in debt, with a large family as extravagant and voluptuous as 


himself.”*° When Continental officers and Patriot civilians began to 
unravel the plot, they found that Tryon’s key agent on board the 


Duchess was a “Mulotto Coloured Negro dressed in blue Cloathes.”74 


Few knew that the man in blue was John Thompson, a freeborn 
black servant of Edmund Fanning, Tryon’s private secretary and 
closefriend. Fanning had been a key aide to Tryon in North 
Carolina. As a corrupt judge, he was the type of royal magistrate 


who inspired the rise of the Regulators.2° Tryon depended upon 
Thompson to pass out money and instructions to Matthews. The 
cash was used to bribe Continental soldiers and to buy weapons that 
were to be distributed to Tories when they rose against fellow 
Americans. 


When the battle for New York began, the bribed soldiers were to 
change sides and fight for the British as guerrillas. They would blow 
up magazines, disrupt Continental Army strategic plans, and seize a 
battery of artillery—probably Hamilton’s—to turn the cannons 
against their comrades. A murky phase of the plot involved the 
kidnapping or assassination of officers, including Washington. Many 
aspects of the plot were kept secret at the time, presumably to 
prevent local Patriots from realizing how vulnerable Washington 


was and how susceptible Continental soldiers were to bribery.7° 


At Washington’s request the provincial congress’s newly created 
Committee to Detect Conspiracies sent a detachment of troops to 
arrest Matthews and confiscate his papers. John Jay, the future chief 
justice of the Supreme Court, turned a Wall Street tavern into a 
hearing room and questioned witnesses rounded up by Continental 
soldiers. Isaac Ketchum, a jailed counterfeiter, testified that two 
soldiers, Sgt. Thomas Hickey and Pvt. Michael Lynch, had attempted 
to recruit him for the British. Like Fraga, they were in jail on 
suspicion of counterfeiting. As members of the Life Guard unit that 


protected Washington, they were uniquely placed for a kidnapping 
or assassination attempt. 


Hickey, an Irish-born deserter from the British Army, was quickly 
charged with “exciting and joining in a mutiny and sedition, and of 
treacherously corresponding with, inlisting among and receiving pay 
from the enemies of the United American Colonies.” Apparently for 
security reasons, no mention was made of a plot to kidnap 
Washington or the plan to subvert as many as seven hundred 
American soldiers. Jay’s hearing implicated other soldiers and many 
Tory civilians. Only Hickey was court-martialed. 


Four Continental Army brigades marched to a field near the 
Bowery on the morning of June 28 and formed ranks around a 
newly erected gallows. Thousands of civilians gathered behind the 
troops. Eighty soldiers, twenty from each brigade, escorted Hickey 
to the gallows. “He appeared unaffected and obstinate to the last,” a 
witness wrote, “except that when the Chaplains took him by the 
hand under the Gallows and bad him adieu, a torrent of tears flowed 
over his face; but with an indignant scornful air he wiped ‘em with 


his hand from his face, and assumed the confident look.“*” 


Word of the plot spread through the ranks of the Patriots, 
unleashing an anti-Tory campaign that focused on Queen’s County, 
especially the areas of Long Island where British landings were 
anticipated. Action against Queen’s had been simmering since 1775 
when most Queen’s voters refused to send delegates to the New 
York Provincial Convention. 


King Spears had tried to force Long Islanders to make their 
commitment known by having them sign an oath, swearing by the 
“Almighty and Tremendous God” not to “convey any intelligence” to 
the British and to do nothing “to intimidate or dissuade other men, 


from embarking in the cause of their country and liberty.”7° 


Nothing much came of Spears’s campaign, but it did launch a war of 
oaths that both the Patriots and the Loyalists would wage alongside 
the shooting war. When territory was conquered by one side or the 


other, residents could expect a proclamation demanding that they 
swear fidelity to the latest conqueror. 


The Continental Congress rejected a military proposal to round up 
all the Tories and exile them to a place where they could not harm 
the Patriot war effort. The idea was unreasonable because of the size 
of the Tory population. The roundup proposal was modified to a 
recommendation that known Tories be disarmed. In one swoop on 
Long Island, Continental troops gathered about two hundred 


muskets and ammunition.2? 


Washington, anticipating a British invasion, later sent men to 
Long Island with orders to root out Tory leaders. But the hunt did 
little to tame the Tories. Brig. Gen. Nathanael Greene, commander 
of Continental forces on Long Island, joined other ranking officers 
ina report that said: “With regard to the disaffected inhabitants who 
have lately been apprehended, we think that the method at present 
adopted by the County Committee, of discharging them on their 
giving bonds as a security for their good behavior, is very improper 


and ineffectual.”2° 


A more detailed description of the Tory hunt came from a 
contemporary Tory historian, who wrote that “all fled and hid 
themselves in swamps, in woods, in barns, in holes, in hollow trees, 
in corn-fields, and among the marshes. Numbers took refuge in the 
pine barrens in Suffolk, while others in small boats kept sailing 
about the Sound, landing in the night, sleeping in the woods, and 


taking to the water again in the morning.”*! One of the hunted who 
escaped would have been a prize catch: John Harris Cruger, who 
was married to Ann De Lancey, the daughter of Oliver De Lancey. 
Cruger later found his way to General Howe, who commissioned 
him as a lieutenant colonel in one of the major Loyalist military 


units, the De Lancey Brigade.* 
On July 4 the Continental Congress in Philadelphia voted, by a 
unanimous tally of the delegates of twelve colonies, to adopt the 


Declaration of Independence. The New York delegates, unsure of 
their colony’s sentiments, did not vote to accept the Declaration 


until five days later. Coincidentally, on that same day Washington 
ordered his brigade officers to pick up copies of the Declaration at 
the office of the adjutant general and have it read in full to their 
men. Civilians gathered around the troops, listening to the words 


that indicted the king and severed the colonies from his royal rule.** 


One sentence in the Declaration would soon come to life across 
the Narrows: “He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and 
tyranny.” Anyone looking toward Staten Island could see a forest of 
Royal Navy masts. More ships were coming, and among them would 
be transports carrying to America thousands of foreign mercenaries 
—Germans, drawn from many principalities but all known as 
Hessians. 


“He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.” As New Yorkers heard 
the words of the Declaration, many of them pictured a golden King 
George III, enshrined on a golden horse and wearing a golden laurel 
wreath as an incarnation of Marcus Aurelius. When the last words 
were spoken, a mixed mob of soldiers and civilians headed for 
Bowling Green, at the foot of Broadway, where the golden statue 
stood. 


They slung ropes around the statue—four thousand pounds of 
gilded lead—and pulled it off its pedestal. They cut the fallen king 
and his horse into pieces and chopped off the king’s head, putting it 
aside with the intention of impaling it later on a pole. Most of the 
pieces were loaded onto a wagon and taken to Litchfield, 
Connecticut, where Patriots cast from the royal lead more than 
42,000 bullets. Before the head could be exhibited, however, Tories 


stole it and buried it to hide it from the desecrating Rebels.°* 


Anglican clergymen agreed that praying openly for the king was 
too dangerous to them and their congregations. So they shut their 
churches rather than continue services without the prayers for the 
king. “To have prayed for him had been rash to the last degree—the 
inevitable consequence had been a demolition of the churches, and 


the destruction of all who frequented them,” one of the clergymen 
wrote. Even closing churches “was attended with great hazard; for it 
was declaring [in] the strongest manner our disapprobation of 
independency, and that under the eye of Washington and his army.” 
Later, when the Continental Army began its retreat from New York, 
the provincial council authorized Washington to remove and melt 
down all bells from Anglican churches because the council did not 
want “the fortune of war ... to ... deprive this State ... resource for 


supplying our want of cannon.”°° 


Ever since late June the British troops had been streaming from 
their transports and setting up camps on Staten Island. There was no 
armed resistance. Local Tories, as Patriots expected, welcomed the 
occupation. Many who had previously posed as Rebels were among 
“the first to join the British as soon as they appeared in force,” Elias 
Boudinot, a young New Jersey lawyer and a future president of the 


Continental Congress, noted in his journal.*° 


Desperate Tories from New York and Connecticut, telling of 
friends and relatives who had been jailed and mistreated by the 
Rebels, arrived on Staten Island in search of refuge. Flight to the 
Loyal Province would continue throughout the Revolution. And 
Tory civilians were not the only refugees. Noting the influx of 
Continental Army deserters, a Staten Island man wrote a friend in 
London: “Some of their Rifle-men have joined our army, and many 


more are watching a convenient opportunity to come over.”°” 


Washington’s force by then numbered some_ twenty-three 
thousand men. But disease and desertion kept whittling down the 
number of able-bodied troops to about nineteen thousand, scattered 


about fortifications along New York and New Jersey shores.*° While 
Washington maintained control over stretches of New York and 
Connecticut territory, New York’s islands—Manhattan itself, Staten 
Island, Long Island—were so well guarded by the Royal Navy that 
they became not only British Army strongpoints but also places 
where Tories could find refuge and raise regiments. 


One day in August, when British warships headed up the harbor 
toward the mouth of the Hudson River, Patriot shore batteries began 
firing. The British answered with a swift bombardment, damaging a 
few houses. “This affair caused a great fright in the city,” Gustavus 
Shewkirk wrote in his diary. “The smoke of the firing drew over like 


a cloud, and the air was filled with the smell of powder.”*? 


Now well aware of Tryon’s spy and _ sabotage network, 
Washington ordered the posting of troops along the harbor shores 
and sent out patrols in whaleboats—narrow vessels about thirty-six 
feet long, with pointed bows and sterns, sometimes armed with 
small cannons. He also ordered his men to seize or destroy every 
small boat and canoe they saw. Still, numerous Tories managed to 
reach the British warships. Among them was Oliver De Lancey, who, 
like Cruger, made his way to join Howe on Staten Island, where he 
would become Brigadier General De Lancey, commanding officer of 


his own Tory brigade.*? Another New Yorker, charged with 
conspiracy by the Rebels, swore that he had not been recruiting for 
the Loyalists but “had advised and persuaded men to enlist in the 
Continental service.” He was released—and then became a 
commander of the De Lancey Brigade. 


General Howe had assembled more than thirty thousand men: his 
own, brought from Halifax; the Redcoats and Hessians brought 
across the Atlantic by his brother, Admiral Sir Richard Howe, and 
the troops who had returned after their failed invasion of 
Charleston, under the command of Maj. Gen. Sir Henry Clinton. On 
the morning of August 22 Howe landed fifteen thousand men from 
all of these troops on Long Island, beginning an offensive that drove 
the defenders off Long Island and won him a knighthood. 


Many Long Island Tories who had sought refuge on Staten Island 
joined the invasion, landing with the British and Hessian troops. 
They wore red rags tied to their hats to distinguish themselves from 
Rebels. Some “red rag men” became informers, pointing out real or 


suspected Patriots and targeting their homes for looting.*! The red 
rag men were also prime recruits for the Loyalist regiments being 


raised in areas now occupied by British troops. A major recruiter 
was Brigadier Ruggles, who began enlisting Loyalists on Staten 
Island and Long Island soon after he arrived in New York from 
Halifax. Some of his three hundred men built camps, cut wood for 
the British Army’s cooking and heating fires, or foraged for hay and 
food supplies. Others served on privateer ships prowling Long Island 


Sound.*2 


General Howe did not include the newly raised Loyalist regiments 
in his invasion force when he landed about fifteen thousand men at 
Gravesend Bay on Long Island on August 22. But Loyalists proved 
invaluable to him, for Tory spies found a weak spot in Washington’s 
defense line and quickly passed the intelligence to the British. Howe 
flanked the Continentals and began to drive them back in the first 
act of what would be the evacuation of Long Island and a retreat 
across the East River to Manhattan. 


A storm held back Royal Navy warships as Washington’s men 


crossed the river in small, wind-buffeted boats.4? In his epic 
nighttime retreat, Washington succeeded in loading all of his 9,500 
men into boats, canoes, and sloops—” every kind of water craft ... 


that could be kept afloat”*4—bound for Manhattan.*° 
Of Washington’s men 1,012 were killed or wounded on Long 


Island, compared with British losses of 392.4° Washington lost more 
men as soon as his army reached Manhattan and deserters began to 
disappear. “Great numbers of them have gone off, in some instances 
almost by whole Regiments, by half ones and by Companies at a 


Time,” Washington wrote to the president of Congress.*” 


As four thousand British troops made an amphibious landing at 
Kips Bay (near the foot of today’s East Thirty-third Street), 
Washington’s broken army retreated north, pursued by Howe at a 
leisurely pace. Accompanying Howe as both a civil and military aide 
was Governor Tryon, finally ashore from the Duchess of Gordon. 
When Washington reached the dense woodland of Harlem Heights, * 


he dug in, creating a triple defense line of trenches and earthworks 
to hold off the British and gain time.*® 


Washington had wanted to burn down New York City, which he 
saw as a nest of Tories, but Congress had refused to give him 
permission. On the night of September 20 flames had swept the 
heart of the city, blackening a mile-long path and destroying nearly 
five hundred homes. Enraged Loyalists and British soldiers attacked 
suspected arsonists, hanging at least two and tossing another into 
the flames. Some Loyalists blamed vengeful Patriots. The modern 
verdict is that the conflagration began with an accidental fire in a 


dockside house.*? 


Loyalists celebrated the liberation of New York City, which would 
be the capital of Tory America throughout the war. As British troops 
marched down Broadway, a two-way exodus was under way: 
Patriots out of the city and Loyalists into it. “Joy and gladness 
seemed to appear in all countenances,” the Reverend Shewkirk 
wrote in his diary, “and persons who had been strangers one to the 
other formerly, were now very sociable together, and friendly.” 
People were painting the letters GR, for George Rex, on Rebels’ 
houses so that, as Shewkirk gloated, “all the houses of those who 
have had a part and a share in the Rebellion were marked as 


forfeited.”°° 


Loyalist military units patrolled the streets of New York City while 
Howe and his staff planned strategy. He and his successors governed 
New York as an occupied, rather than liberated, Loyalist city—” in 


fact, a Garrison,” a British official said.°! Soldiers turned houses into 
barracks and Presbyterian churches into stables. High-ranking 
British officers appropriated the finest homes, vacated by the Rebels. 
The poorest civilians, many of them black Loyalists, moved into the 
burned section, putting tents over the foundations of gutted 


buildings, creating a large neighborhood called “Canvas Town.”°2 


People endured food shortages and inflation: Flour that cost 
twenty shillings a barrel in 1775 would cost seventy shillings by 
1781; a barrel of pork doubled in price. Smugglers and privateers of 
both sides so disrupted commerce that the only coffee and sugar in 
the city came from the holds of blockade-running Rebel ships 
captured by British privateers. Firewood became so scarce that 
residents walked on the ice of the frozen harbor to tear apart 


derelict ships.°? 


Howe enjoyed New York, where he presided over a fine table, 
spent evenings with fellow gamblers, and had the company of the 
lovely wife of Joshua Loring, a Massachusetts Loyalist. Elizabeth 
and Joshua Loring had gone from Boston to Halifax with the British 
Army. By the time Howe took his army to New York, she was 
Howe’s mistress. Loring himself certainly benefited from his wife’s 
relationship with Howe. The grateful general made Loring the 
commissioner of prisoners of war, a post that promised a fortune in 


bribes from sellers of provisions.** 


Howe drew other Americans into his military command. Edward 
Winslow, whose Loyalist life had begun with the demise of the Old 
Colony Club in Plymouth, had fled Boston with Howe, offered his 
services in Halifax, and now in New York was Lieutenant Colonel 
Winslow, muster master general of all Loyalist forces in North 
America. Serving with him as provincial commander in chief was 
Governor Tryon, an old soldier who eagerly changed roles from 


civilian to martial and began planning military expeditions.°° 


Winslow looked prosperous and resplendent in his uniform—” a 
blue coat, scarlet cape, and a scarlet lining, with plain white 
buttons.” 


But he was in great need of extra cash. After learning that Rebels 
had given his aged father the choice of joining the Continental Army 
or going to jail, Winslow had paid a fine to release his father and 
then provided the money to bring both his parents and his two 


spinster sisters to New York, where they lived with him, his wife, 


and their three young children.°© Loring and his brother-in-law (one 
of the socially prominent Lloyds of Lloyd Neck, Long Island) had 
founded a company for selling rum and wine to Howe’s officers. To 
get some extra income, Winslow, who traveled often to Loyalist 
outposts garrisoned by thirsty officers, became a partner in the 


enterprise.°” 


Among the Tories sojourning in New York was Lord Dunmore, 
back in the colony he had once governed. He leased a house on 


Broadway for the winter and would later sail to England.°® 
Dunmore took some members of his Ethiopian Regiment with him 
to New York. The unit, decimated by smallpox and other diseases 
during its service in Virginia, was disbanded in New York, but many 
of the black Loyalists continued to serve in guerrilla units in New 


York and New Jersey.°’ A new military unit awaited the regiment’s 
veterans: the Black Pioneers, founded by General Clinton during his 
aborted 1776 invasion of North Carolina. After Clinton’s fleet had 
gone up the Cape Fear River, the British controlled the area around 
Wilmington for two months. During that time, about seventy slaves, 
responding to Dunmore’s freedom proclamation, approached the 
ships to enlist. One of Clinton’s officers, Capt. George Martin of the 
Royal Marines, organized them into a Loyalist military organization 
called the Black Pioneers. Clinton admired the ex-slaves. He took 
only one Loyalist unit—the Black Pioneers—with him when he led 
the invasion and occupation of Newport, Rhode Island, in the fall of 


1776.©° 


In the British Army, a pioneer was a soldier-engineer who cleared 
grounds for camps, dug latrines (called necessaries), and built 
bridges and fortifications. Separate detachments served in various 
regiments so that the black soldiers’ activities usually did not appear 
in regimental histories. The scant records on the Black Pioneers 
indicate that they served as spies, couriers, and guides. They also 


wrangled livestock, mended uniforms, and played in army bands.°! 


So much Loyalist recruiting was going on among blacks that a 
Connecticut slaveholder noted the phenomenon in a Connecticut 
Courant advertisement: 


TO BE SOLD 


This country born NEGRO WENCH, 24 years old, now pregnant, and 
bids fair to make more recruits for Lord Dunmore. Any person, or 
family, where that is esteemed no fault, can make an easy bargain with 


her present mistress. 


Enquire of the PRINTERS©~ 
Washington chose as his Harlem Heights headquarters the country 
mansion of Roger Morris, a former British Army officer. Morris had 
abandoned the home when he and his wife, along with other 
prominent New York Tories, fled to England before the arrival of 


Continental troops.°? The home, on a hill with a strategic view of 
the Harlem and Hudson rivers, was chosen with a soldier’s eye for 


terrain.°* The house also held poignant memories for Washington. 


In 1756, on the eve of the French and Indian War, when Washington 
was a young officer in the Virginia militia, he twice stopped in New 
York to visit Beverley Robinson, a friend he had known back home. 
Robinson had moved to New York from Virginia and prospered by 
becoming a merchant partner of Oliver De Lancey and the husband 
of Susannah Philipse, heiress of a great Hudson River estate. When 
Washington dropped by, he met Susannah’s beautiful sister Mary. 


At the time romantic stories circulated that he was smitten, had 
seen her again and later proposed, only to be turned down. In 1758 
Mary married Morris, who had known Washington during the 


French and Indian War.®° Now, eighteen years later, Washington 
was the temporary master of their house; Mary and Roger Morris 
were among theLoyalist refugees in England; and Robinson was an 


enemy, a Loyalist leader spying for Howe and raising a Loyalist 
regiment.°° 


Washington lacked the kind of spy network that served Howe. 
Hoping to get some actionable intelligence on Howe’s future 
strategy, Washington sent a large raiding party across Long Island 
Sound to pick up Tories for interrogation. A British naval patrol 
spotted the raiders, attempted to capture their boat, and thwarted 
the operation. Washington then turned to a veteran of the Battle of 
Bunker Hill, Lt. Col. Thomas Knowlton, the commander of the 
Ranger regiment, a new, elite reconnaissance unit. Washington 


asked Knowlton to find a volunteer for a spy mission.°” 


Knowlton’s officers refused to volunteer for a task that they 
considered dishonorable. One of them said that he was willing to 
die in battle, but he refused to be caught as a spy and then be “hung 


up like a dog.”°® But a newly arrived twenty-one-year-old captain 
named Nathan Hale was troubled by the officers’ response. Hale 
turned to Capt. William Hull, a Yale classmate, for friendly advice. 
Hull tried to talk him out of volunteering. But Hale believed that he 
could not avoid a call to service. He told Knowlton that he would 
accept the mission. 


A sloop sailing out of Norwalk, Connecticut, deposited Hale 
ashore at Huntington, Long Island, on the night of September 15— 
16. He gave himself the cover of a Connecticut schoolteacher who, 
like so many real Loyalists, was fleeing Rebel persecution. He wore 
a brown suit, a round broad-brimmed hat, and had removed the 
silver buckles from his shoes so he looked more like a poor refugee. 
As teaching credentials he carried his Yale diploma. He did not seem 
to realize that “Nathan Hale” on the diploma might alert any 
curious British officer who knew that Maj. Samuel Hale was General 
Howe’s deputy commissioner of prisoners. Samuel, a Loyalist from 


New Hampshire, was Nathan’s first cousin.®? 


Hale apparently spent about five days as a spy before he was 
caught. The only British document containing information about the 
end of his mission is an orderly book kept by a British officer. There 


is one sentence, dated September 22: “A spy from the Enemy (by his 
ownfull Confession) Apprehended Last night, was this day Executed 


at 11 o’Clock in front of the Artilery Park.””° 


Most accounts of Nathan Hale’s execution assume that Samuel 
Hale had recognized his cousin and betrayed him. But a 
dramatically different narrative surfaced in 2000 when the Library 
of Congress received a manuscript history of the Revolution, written 
during or shortly after the end of the war. The author was Consider 
Tiffany, a cantankerous, well-educated Tory under house arrest in 
the town of Barkhamstead in northwestern Connecticut. The 
manuscript had been handed down by one Tiffany generation to the 
next until a family member donated it to the library. Because the 
manuscript was written by a Tory, the library said, it presented “a 
point of view virtually absent from the literature of the American 


Revolution.””! 


According to Tiffany, Lt. Col. Robert Rogers, commander of 
Rogers’ Rangers, was looking for American spies on Long Island 
when he spotted Hale as a suspect. Rogers, posing as a spy for the 
Patriots, “invited Captain Hale to dine with him,” Tiffany says, 
continuing: 


Capt Hale repaired to the place agreed on, where he met his pretended 
friend, with three or four men of the same stamp, and after being 
refreshed, began the same conversation as hath been already 
mentioned. But in the height of their conversation, a company of 
soldiers surrounded the house, and by orders from the commander, 
seized Capt Hale in an instant. But denying his name, and the business 
he came upon, he was ordered to New York. But before he was carried 


far, several persons knew him and called him by name. 


Those several persons were probably some of the many 
Connecticut Tories who had fled to New York. 


Details of Hale’s death and an enduring story about his last words 
—” I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country”— 


came in an odd way. On the evening of September 22, Capt. John 
Mon-trésor, Howe’s chief engineer, approached Washington’s lines 
under a flag of truce. Montrésor—creator of the map that Arnold 
had used in the invasion of Canada—had spent more time in 
America than most British officers. He had been wounded in the 
French and Indian War and later lived for a time in America. He 
owned an East River property (Montrésor Island, now Randall’s 
Island) and had married a stunning New York woman; they both 


had their portraits done by John Singleton Copley.’* Perhaps it was 
Montrésor’s connections with America, along with his basic 
decency, that inspired him to pass on the tragic news about Hale. 


Montrésor’s journals show him to be a faithful subject of the king 
and an officer disgruntled by the army’s failure to promote him. He 
had been in many battles, had built many fortifications—and had 
helped New York Tories take and hide the head of the fallen statue 
of King George III. As soon as the British began occupying New 
York, he had the relic dug up and arranged for it to be delivered to 
Lord Townshend, whose notorious Townshend Acts were the roots 
of the Revolution. Montrésor said he sent the head to Townshend 
“in order to convince them at home of the Infamous Disposition of 


the Ungrateful people of this distressed Country.””° 


Under the flag of truce Montrésor said that General Howe had 
ordered him to present General Washington with a formal protest 
about the use of an inhumane weapon: musket balls with pieces of 
nails inserted into them. Many had been found when the British 
searched abandoned American quarters in New York City. 
Washington officially apologized for the “wicked and infamous 
weapon,” and Montrésor’s mission was over. 


But he lingered so that he could, unofficially, report Hale’s 
execution, which he said he had witnessed (though the hanging is 
not mentioned in his journals). Captain Hull, who had tried to 
discourage Hale from the mission, was at headquarters. He heard 
the British officer’s news, introduced himself, and got the details of 
Hale’s final hours: that he had been sentenced to death without a 


trial; that he had not been allowed a Bible or a visit from a 
clergyman; that he had uttered those storied last words. After the 
war Hull reported what hehad been told. Without Montrésor, we 


might never have known about Hale’s noble death.’* 


Tiffany’s manuscript, bringing together Rogers and Hale, adds a new 
piece to the puzzle of Hale’s capture. The account also illumines 
Rogers’s role in the New York campaign to create Loyalist 
regiments. 


Rogers, born in 1731 in northeastern Massachusetts to Scotch- 
Irish parents, had gone from a farm in New Hampshire to fame in 
the French and Indian War. He became the commander of the 
Rogers’ Rangers, warriors who fought in the wilderness, scouting, 
ambushing, and introducing the British Army to guerrilla warfare. 
Rangers wore green jackets and moccasins, and stuck tomahawks in 
their belts as advertisements that Indians were not the only 


scalpers.’° After the war Rogers returned to New Hampshire but 
soon appeared in England, where he publicized himself in 
bestselling journals, got into debt, and, after a stint in debtor’s 
prison, returned to America in 1775. 


Soon after his arrival the Committee of Safety in Philadelphia 
arrested and briefly jailed him. The committee released him after 
giving him a parole that said he “solemnly promised and engaged 
on the honor of a gentleman and soldier, that he would not bear 
arms against the American United Colonies in any manner 
whatsoever, during the American contest with Great Britain.” He 
then wrote to Washington, saying, “I love America; it is my native 
country and that of my family, and I intend to spend the evening of 
my days in it.” Washington, suspecting that Rogers was a spy, 
rejected his request for a permit to visit American military 
encampments. Rogers then slipped away, passed through American 
lines, and offered his services to the British Army, which 


commissioned him as a lieutenant colonel.”© 


In August 1776, making his headquarters on Staten Island, Rogers 
began raising the Queen’s American Rangers, a Loyalist regiment of 
about four hundred officers and men, most of them from 


Westchester County and Long Island.’”” In a printed circular he 
promised recruits “their proportion of all Rebel-lands,” a promise he 


had no authorityto make.”® But he had discovered what would later 
become a standard recruitment pledge. British officials came to 
realize that Loyalists would more speedily take up arms if they were 
promised a grant of land as a reward. And, as one officer put it, land 
grants would “at once detach from the Rebels, the common Irish 


and other Europeans who make the Strength of their armys.””? 


Tryon, though still officially governor, was spending most of his 
time trying to find the five thousand armed Loyalists he had 
promised Howe. Tryon rallied several recruiters, including Rogers, 
De Lancey, Robinson, and other leading New York Loyalists. 
Fanning, Tryon’s faithful secretary, became a colonel in command of 


a battalion in Brigadier General De Lancey’s brigade.®° 


Encounters between Patriots and Loyalists often ended swiftly and 
fatally. One of Rogers’s Westchester recruits, Capt. William 
Lounsbury, was accused by the Committee of Safety of leading a 
group of Tories who spiked Continental cannons in Westchester 
County. Rebels tracked Lounsbury down and told him to surrender. 
The Tories with him fled but he stood his ground. When the Patriots 
threatened him with bayonets, he tried to defend himself with a 
club and was fatally stabbed. In his pockets were found a 
commission signed by Rogers and a muster roll of the men he had 


enlisted, all of them potential targets of Rebel retribution.®! 


By December 1776 seven hundred Rogers’ Rangers were raiding 
Patriot outposts in Westchester. And Colonel Fanning had a 


commission to raise two more Ranger battalions.°? Recruitment was 
so successful that the Committee of Safety appealed to Washington 
for help. “Nothing can be more alarming than the present situation 
of our State,” the letter said. “We are daily getting the most 


autheritick intelligence of bodies of men inlisted and armed, with 
orders to assist the enemy. We much fear that those cooperating 
with the enemy will seize such passes as will cut off all 
communication between the Army and us, and prevent your 
supplies. We do not trust any more of the Militia out of this 


County.”°? 


Nor, certainly, could the Patriots trust the great Hudson River 
Valley landowners and their tenants—especially the tenants. In 
1775,New York Patriots circulated a petition, called Articles of 
Association, supporting the actions of the Continental Congress. 
Robert R. Livingston, Jr., owner of an immense Hudson River estate, 
noted that “many of our Tenants here refused to sign ... and 
resolved to stand by the King.” One tenant, Livingston said, vowed 
that if he were armed and put in a Rebel militia, “the first person he 


would shoot would be his captain.”®* In those days the tenants had 
hoped for British victory and postwar land-grant rewards to loyal 
subjects. Soon, as the war produced defeat after defeat for the 
Continental Army, their envisioned rewards seemed just over the 
horizon. Emboldened Tory tenants roamed the valley in bands. 
Livingston’s mother, Margaret Beekman Livingston, wrote, “Some 
say their number is 4000... . They ... have three boxes of gun 


powder that has been sent to them by some as bad as themselves.”®° 


Frederick Philipse III, who called himself “Lord of the Manor of 
Philipsburg,” presided over an estate that ran along the eastern bank 
of the Hudson River for about twenty-four miles, from the Croton 
River to Yonkers and much of the rest of Westchester County almost 
as far as south New York City. In 1776 he refused to sign an oath of 
allegiance to the Patriot cause and rallied many of his tenants and 
his neighbors to the Tory side. A detachment of armed Patriots 
arrested him and sent him to house confinement in Connecticut. He 
appealed to the New York Committee of Safety, asserting that he 
had “done nothing (upon the Strictest Examination) Inimical to the 
Liberty’s of My Country.” The Patriots relented and allowed Philipse 
to return to his manor in Yonkers. But he broke his parole and took 


his wife and children to New York City. Even though his estate lay 
within the theoretical control of the Patriots, he continued to 


receive rents on some of his properties.°° 


By the end of 1776 recruiters had sworn in about eighteen hundred 
Loyalist soldiers, most of them from Staten Island, Long Island, and 


Westchester County.®” Colonel Fanning later became commander of 
the King’s American Regiment, one of the war’s most active Loyalist 
units. For the chaplain of his regiment, Fanning chose the Reverend 


Samuel Seabury, who had been the victim of a Rebel kidnapping.®® 


Long Island was a magnet for Loyalist families, especially those 
who could easily sail there from Connecticut coastal towns across 
from Long Island’s northern shore. Many of these displaced Loyalists 
clustered around Lloyd Neck or Eaton’s Neck, towns that jutted into 
Long Island Sound, opposite Stamford. Eaton’s Neck harbored a 
large Tory community that included 118 refugees from Connecticut. 
At first they lived “free from the tumultuous bustling world.” But 
their freedom gave way to martial law, and they were ordered to aid 
the British Army by gathering wood or moving military supplies. 
They endured a constantly growing feeling of exile—and fear, both 


of their Rebel foes and their British Army guardians.®° 


A local civil war soon broke out between the Connecticut refugees 
and the “whaleboat men”—Connecticut Patriots who sailed across 
the Sound on raids. They struck the Loyalist communities, 
plundering homes and kidnapping people for ransom or to swap for 
prisoners taken by the British or by Loyalists conducting their own 
raids. 


Every Loyalist family was a potential target for looting or 


abduction.”° Supposedly British soldiers, quartered on Long Island, 
protected them. But, as a contemporary Tory later wrote, the 
soldiers 


Robbed, plundered, and pillaged the inhabitants of their cattle, hogs, 
sheep, poultry, and in short of every thing they could lay their hands 
upon. It was no uncommon thing of an afternoon, to see a farmer 
driving a flock of turkeys, geese, ducks, or dunghill fowls, and locking 
them up in his cellar for security during the night... . It was no 
uncommon thing for a farmer, his wife, and children, to sleep in one 
room, while his sheep were bleating in the room adjoining, his hogs 
grunting in the kitchen, and the cocks crowing, hens cackling, ducks 
quacking, and geese hissing, in the cellar. Horned cattle were for safety 
locked up every night in barns, stables, and outhouses. This robbing 
was done by people sent to America to protect loyalists against the 


persecution and depredations of Rebels. To complain was needless; the 


officers shared in the plunder. ?! 


The depredation did not go entirely unpunished. Records of De 
Lancey’s battalions show, for example, that two soldiers found guilty 
of robbery were sentenced to one thousand lashes each (remitted to 
five hundred by General Clinton). And two other soldiers, found 


guilty of robbery, murder, and rape, were hanged.?2 


While Nathan Hale was sailing across the Sound, Colonel Knowlton 
was killed leading an attack on a British outpost near Harlem 
Heights. So Knowlton died not knowing what had happened to Hale. 
The deaths of Knowlton and Hale profoundly changed Washington’s 
attitude about the gathering of intelligence. Instead of relying 
entirely on military officers, he would use civilians, primarily 


Patriots who could spy while posing as Tories.?° Eventually, 
Washington would oversee an elaborate and productive spy network 
centered on New York City. 


Fearing that Howe would attack him from the rear, Washington 
decided to withdraw from Manhattan, leaving a force behind at Fort 
Washington, near the northern end of the island, to block Howe’s 


advance. Connecticut’s Governor Trumbull had set up a supply 
depot at White Plains, a Westchester town about twenty-five miles 


north of Manhattan. The town became Washington’s goal.?* He also 
ordered a detachment of Virginia and Delaware Continentals, 
guided by local Patriots, to the village of Mamaroneck, about 


seventeen miles south of White Plains.?° 


For some time Tories had been “getting the upper hand” in 


Mamaroneck, which lay within the De Lancey fiefdom.?° As a 
Patriot told the Provincial Congress in November 1775, Tories 
walked around the village in small, armed groups and warned 
Rebels that soon “there would be bad times,” including kidnappings. 
The threat seems to have been inspired by the furor over the killing 


of William Lounsbury, the Tory leader.?” 


On October 21 the Continentals approached Mamaroneck at 
night, hoping for a surprise attack on the armed Loyalist unit known 
to bebivouacked there. Due to the local guides’ negligence or 
treachery, the Loyalists discovered the attackers and, in a hand-to- 
hand clash, two Continentals were killed and fifteen were wounded; 
about twenty Loyalists were killed or wounded. The Continentals 


withdrew, taking thirty-six Loyalist prisoners with them.”® 


The skirmish was overshadowed a week later by the Battle of 
White Plains, which ended in another defeat and another retreat for 
Washington. But the clash by night at Mamaroneck introduced 
Patriots to the mixed fighting skills of Rogers’s regiment: Some men 
fought savagely when Rogers directly rallied them, shouting, 
“Steady, boys, steady! Fire! Fire!” Others, reeling back, submitted to 


capture. Rogers himself managed to escape with his survivors.?? 


Rogers, exploiting his fame in the French and Indian War as the 
founder of Rogers’ Rangers, promised better pay and better food as 
he recruited in New York, Maine, and Canada. He even bragged 
about the skills of the tailor who made the Rangers’ uniforms. Gen. 
Frederick Haldimand, royal governor of Quebec, complained about 
Rogers, saying, “He has totally given himself up to the lowest 


debauchery and unworthy motives of obtaining money to gratify 


it.”1°° A few months after the Mamaroneck battle, an inspector 
general ordered to examine Loyalist units found the Rangers below 
standard, a verdict that led to Rogers’s forced retirement. But under 
a new name, the Queen’s American Rangers, and a new 
commanding officer, Lt. Col. John G. Simcoe, the unit went on to 


fight in battles throughout the war.!°! 


Fort Washington, on the highest point of Manhattan Island, was 
thought to be impregnable. But Howe captured the fort, on 
November 16, 1776, because a Continental officer went over to the 
enemy. He slipped out of the fort and sent Howe plans showing the 
fort’s vulnerable points. When Howe attacked, the defenders fought 
gallantly but were overwhelmed. About 150 were killed and 
wounded and three thousand taken prisoner. British Regulars and 
Hessians lost about five hundred men, including wounded. 


The fall of the fort meant that Patriot authority over the Island of 
Manhattan had ended for the rest of the war. The traitorous officer, 
in a petition for a reward after the war, said he had “Sacrificed all I 


was Worth in the World to the Service of my King & Country.”!° 


His words reflected the sentiments of many Americans. In December 
1776, when Governor Tryon reviewed the royal militia in Queen’s 
County, 820 men were mustered. And when Tryon circulated a 
statement supporting the Crown, nearly three thousand men signed 


it.!°° For George Washington, the rise of Tory militancy in the Loyal 
Province was a foretaste of what awaited him when, following the 
fall of Fort Washington, he crossed the river and entered New 
Jersey. 


* Now called Morningside Heights, near Columbia University. 


11 
TERROR ON THE NEUTRAL GROUND 
New York and New Jersey, Novemser 1776-Sprinc 1777 


Why is it that the enemy have left the New England provinces, and 
made these middle ones the seat of war? The answer is easy: New 
England is not infested with Tories, and we are. I have been tender in 
raising the cry against these men... . The period is now arrived, in 
which either they or we must change our sentiments, or one or both 


must fall. 


—Tom Paine, The Crisis! 

eneral Howe sent Lord Cornwallis and 4,500 men in pursuit of 
Gwashington, hoping to trap him in New Jersey and end the war. 

Cornwallis first had to take Fort Lee, on the western side of the 
Hudson. Braced for a British invasion, Continental patrols in New 
Jersey kept watch along the river. But the Continental lookouts 
ignored Closter Dock Landing, a patch of shore with a steep, narrow 
path leading up the sheer Palisades, about six miles north of Fort 
Lee. The Continentals did not believe that an army could climb that 
steep trail. 


Cornwallis and his men did. They landed on the scrap of land 
from boats that shuttled between the riverbanks. Then, in a driving 
rain, they began their ascent. They had been led to that unguarded 
landing by Maj. John Aldington of Bergen County, commander of 
the Guides & Pioneers, a Loyalist unit raised for reconnaissance 


missions. 


Aldington had a personal stake, for he owned a brewery that the 
Continentals had taken over to use as a storehouse. But Aldington, 
called “a zealous Loyalist” by Cornwallis, was not merely interested in 
recovering his property. Through much of the war he would stay in 


command of his unit, which was later attached to Beverley Robinson’s 


Loyal American Regiment.? With him were two other Tories serving as 
guides—William Bayard, who ran a Hudson River ferry, and John 
Ackerson, who owned the Closter dock. In peacetime, farmers used the 


dock to ship produce to New York City; during the war the site was a 


popular connection for Tories slipping in and out of New York.* The 
Guides & Pioneers, who served in several places during the war, rarely 
mustered more than 150 men at a time. Each man had invaluable local 
knowledge about terrain and people. Some of the Guides had 
commissions as officers but did not command the Guides or any other 
unit. They were spies who hoped that if they were caught the 
commissions in their pockets would give them the status of prisoners 


of war and save them from the gallows.” 


The fall of Fort Washington so jeopardized the weaker Fort Lee that 
General Washington ordered Maj. Gen. Nathanael Greene to 
abandon the fort and lead the two-thousand-man garrison toward 
Hackensack, where Washington waited. Greene was unaware of 
Cornwallis’s bold nighttime climb until morning, when word 


reached him, probably from a British deserter.° He hastened the 
evacuation and led his men southwestward as Cornwallis began his 
march on the fort. 


When the British reached the fort, they found breakfast teakettles 
boiling, fifty cannons unspiked, and three hundred tents still 
standing. Some soldiers—sick or drunk—had been left behind by 
their fleeing comrades. Food and other stores were scattered about 
the fort, and knapsacks littered the road that led to Washington’s 
headquarters. He was six miles south in Hackensack, staying in the 


home of Peter Zabriskie, a Patriot whose mansion on the village 
green was surrounded by the homes and farms of Loyalists.” 


About two thousand Continentals were still on the eastern side 
ofthe Hudson because their commander, the arrogant, self- 
aggrandizing Maj. Gen. Charles Lee, refused to obey orders that 
Washington had politely proffered. “There are times when we must 
commit treason against the laws of the State for the salvation of the 
State,” Lee explained. “The present crisis demands this brave, 


virtuous kind of treason.”® 


General Lee finally crossed the river and moved slowly southward 
along a road about twenty miles west of the British Army. Instead of 
camping with his men, Lee chose to stay in a tavern about three 
miles away. Tories routinely kept British officers aware of the 
movement of Lee and his men. 


Before his military career took him to colonial America and into the 
Continental Army, Lee had been in Portugal as commander of the 
British Army’s 16th Light Dragoons. Now, fourteen years later, local 
Tories gave men of the 16th the location of Lee’s vulnerable 
quarters. Cornet Banastre Tarleton, a cavalry officer of the lowest 
commission (comparable to ensign in the British infanty), began his 
own illustrious career in America that day. He would become the 
commander of the Loyalist British Legion—later called Tarleton’s 
Legion. At least one of his Tory guides that day would become an 
officer in the legion, whose horsemen, later in the war, would 
spread terror wherever they rode.? 

After British cavalrymen quickly routed or killed Lee’s sentinels, 
they shot up the tavern and threatened to burn it. Lee surrendered 
and was taken away, tied hand and foot to a Tory guide’s horse and 
reputedly still in his nightshirt. As a deserter from the British Army, 
he faced execution. But he would live in a comfortable captivity that 


would raise questions about his views of treason.!° 


Lee’s host, General Howe, treated Lee as a fellow general and 
gave him relatively free range in New York City. Lee was confined 
in the council chamber in the City Hall and provided with firewood 
and candles. He was allowed to order dinner for six with “what 
liquor he wanted, and of what kind he pleased,” wrote an 
eyewitness, Tory historian Thomas Jones. “He had the privilege of 
asking any five friends he thought proper to dine with him each 
day. This was all furnishedat the expense of the [British] nation.” 
Robert Hull, who ran a popular tavern on lower Broadway, “waited 
on him by General Howe’s orders, with a bill of fare every morning, 
and Lee ordered his own dinner and his own liquors. It was cooked 
at Hull’s, and always on the table at the time appointed. His servant 


had free access to him at all times.”!! 


Lee was talkative during his sojourn as Howe’s guest. Suspicions 
arose that he had helped himself by helping the British. But not 
until the nineteenth century did stunning evidence of his treason 
appear among Howe’s papers: a sixteen-hundred-word “Plan,” in 
which Lee stoked the British faith in a Loyalist rising and gave 
Howe a strategy that would “bring matters to a conclusion.” As 
second in command of the Continental Army, Lee had great 
authority in British eyes. 


To “unhinge or dissolve ... the whole system or machine of 
resistance, or in other terms, Congress Government,” Lee wrote, the 
British should look for aid from Loyalists. “If the Province of 
Maryland or the greater part of it is reduced or submits, and the 
People of Virginia are prevented or intimidated from marching aid 
to the Pensylvania Army, the whole machine is dissolved and a 


period put to the War.”!2 Lee’s plan centered on Howe’s taking a 
major force into Maryland via Chesapeake Bay, where he would find 
pro-Loyalist residents. Howe’s subsequent maneuvers seem to have 
been at least partially based on Lee’s advice. 


In New Jersey, Washington was racing time as well as Cornwallis, 
for the enlistments of many Continentals would soon expire. With 


the addition of Greene’s men, Washington had a force of about three 
thousand troops. But they were “much broken and _ dispirited 


men.”!? A Patriot saw the soldiers who had fled from Fort Lee 
entering Hackensack: “The night was dark, cold and rainy, but I had 
a fair view of Greene’s troops from the light of the windows as they 
passed on our side of the street. They marched two abreast, looked 
ragged, some without a shoe to their feet and most of them wrapped 


in their blankets.” 


Deciding to march without Lee’s men, Washington bade Zabriskie 
farewell. According to family tradition, Zabriskie asked the 
generalwhere he was heading. And, the story goes, Washington 
leaned down from his saddle and whispered, “Can you keep a 
secret?” Zabriskie assured him that he could, and Washington said, 


“T can, too.”!° 


The story underlined the Patriots’ distrust of New Jersey people. 
“A large part of the Jerseys,” Washington bitterly observed, “have 


given every proof of disaffection that a people can do.”!® As 
Washington led his troops out of Hackensack and headed toward 
Newark, the eyes of countless Tories watched. Some of them 
belonged to members of the big Zabriskie family. 


As soon as Washington’s troops left Hackensack, young men from 
local homes and outlying areas began to appear around the village 
green. They were Loyalists who had secretly enlisted in the Fourth 
Battalion of New Jersey Volunteers, the state’s first Loyalist 
regiment, which had been raised soon after the British landed on 


Staten Island.'” The regiment was one of New Jersey’s three major 
Loyalist units. 


Now the men of the Fourth Battalion emerged to receive their 
weapons and the green uniforms that would give them—and many 
armed Loyalists to come—the nickname Greencoats. Lt. Col. 
Abraham Van Buskirk, a former lukewarm Patriot who commanded 
the Fourth Battalion, appeared with his officers. The overwhelming 


majority of enlisted men were of Scotch-Irish stock; the officers were 
all scions of old Dutch families, known as the Tory Dutch.'® 


The members of the battalion could parade around in their new 
uniforms without fear because Hackensack had become, literally 
overnight, a Tory village. Worrisome Patriots, especially farmers, 
tried to earn a living while wondering where and when Tory raiders 
would strike. Sometimes men of the Fourth Battalion staged small- 
scale raids, picking up some cattle here, a few horses there. Or there 
might be a major foraging expedition, when several hundred British 
troops and members of the Fourth Battalion would put Patriots in 
jail and then plunder their homes and farms. 


Reporting on one of those raids, a Patriot militia officer wrote, “I 
keep out large patrolling parties every night in that neighborhood 
for the protection of the inhabitants, but the enemy have so good 
intelligence of our thoughts and every motion that it is beyond my 


powerto give protection.”!° Patriots retaliated by ambushing small 
foraging parties. “Not a stick of wood, a spear of grass, or a kernel 
of corn, could the troops in New Jersey procure without fighting for 
it,” a Tory wrote. “... Every foraging party was attacked in some 
way or another.” Each side was losing men in sudden skimishes on 


this strange, unexpected battlefield called the Neutral Ground.?° 


As Washington retreated into New Jersey, taking the war 
westward, the allegiance of Loyalists also began to turn. In parts of 
New Jersey, as Washington would learn, Tories were in the majority 
and in control. Back in New York there were so many Loyalists in 
some areas that they pinned down Patriot militiamen who might 
otherwise be aiding Washington in New Jersey. One Westchester 
unit, the King’s American Regiment, expanded its horizon by going 
to sea and becoming privateers. They made Lloyd’s Neck, the 


Loyalist refugee community on Long Island, their home port.7! 


Washington assumed that all his movements were being reported 
to the British by Loyalist spies. He knew that Loyalists stole powder 
from magazines and drove horses and cattle through the American 
lines to be sold to the British. From presses operated by the British 


Army came counterfeit versions of “Continentals,” the paper money 
that helped to finance the Revolution. British operatives passed 
great wads of the bogus bills to Loyalists, who circulated them in a 


campaign that depreciated the value of the money.” And the phrase 
“not worth a Continental” entered the American language. 


In his writings Washington once alluded to “half tories,” saying 
they might be useful as spies, for, in his low view of Tories, he 
believed that they were amoral and would just as well work for the 
Americans as for the British. That idea of half loyalty permeated the 
areas where the Continental Army had fought and retreated, fought 
and retreated, passing through defeats from New York into New 


Jersey.*° Each defeat produced more Loyalists not only in the area 
of the defeat but in the territory beyond. New Jersey’s government 
was under Patriot control, but the state’s population included 
thousands of Tories. 


In Washington’s army fleeing across New Jersey was Tom Paine, 
whose Common Sense had stirred the Rebels and thrust them 
towardindependence. Now, in a dark December of defeats, in “times 
that try men’s souls,” when the “summer soldier and the sunshine 
patriot ... shrink from the service of their country,” he looked 
around and began to envision what he soon would write in The 
Crisis. He saw an infestation of Tories, and he realized that the time 
had come when Rebels and Tories would repeatedly fight each 
other, no matter whether the British Army was present. 


There were truly and clearly two Americas, one governed by the 
British military operating from New York and the other a group of 
colonies in rebellion but not quite governed. “The Declaration of 
Independence,” wrote Thomas Jones, the Loyalist historian, “... was 
the first act that put an end to the courts of law, to the laws of the 
land, and to the administration of justice under the British crown... . 
The revolt was now complete... . A usurped kind of Government 
took place; a medley of military law, convention ordinances, 


Congress recommendations and committee resolutions.”?4 Every 


American now had a choice: to remain a subject of King George III 
and thus a traitor to a new regime called the United States of 
America or to support the rebellion and become a traitor to the 
Crown. 


Loyalists by the thousands signed loyalty oaths administered by 
Tryon, who traveled to territory occupied by British troops. Few 


people refused to swear allegiance to the Crown.2° And those who 
chose the king had another way to show their choice; in taverns and 
meeting halls throughout New York City, Tryon’s recruiters signed 
up wealthy and well-connected young men for commissions in 
Loyalist regiments. For enlistments in the ranks there were many— 
among them farmhands, men without jobs, and ambitious sons 
turning away from their Rebel kin. The Loyalist recruits were issued 
weapons and uniforms, usually designed by their regimental 
commanders. 


Eventually New York would send more men into Loyalist 


regiments than into the Continental Army.*° Tory Dutch farmers in 
New Jersey found a lucrative market in the British garrison in New 
York. The area closest to Manhattan, around Leonia and Englewood, 
contained Dutch farms whose farmers who could speak English, and 
this enclave became known as the English Neighborhood, a place 
where no Patriot could openly live. A New Jersey merchant fleet 
carried produce and goods to Tory New York. Vessels ranged from 
schooners to Dutch pettiaugers, small ships without keels; they could 
sail in shallows but had leeboards that could be lowered when a 


keel was needed.?” 


James Rivington, the Tory publisher driven out of America by 
Rebels who smashed his press, had returned from England to a New 
York City much more to his liking. He began publishing Rivington’s 
New-York Gazetteer, which produced such recruiting advertisements 
as this one: 


ALL ASPIRING HEROES 


have now an opportunity of distinguishing themselves by joining 
THE QUEEN’S RANGERS HUZZARS, 


Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe* 


Any spirited young man will receive every encouragement, be 
immediately mounted on an elegant horse, and furnished with 
clothing, and accoutrement, &c to the amount of forty guineas, by 
applying to Cornet Spencer, at his quarters No. 133 Water Street, or his 


rendezvous, Hewett’s Tavern, near the Coffee-house... . 
Whoever brings a recruit shall instantly receive two guineas. 


Vivant Rex et Regina2® 

As soon as the British Army took root on Long Island, scores of 
young Connecticut men sailed across the Sound to enlist. Many 
described themselves as “Churchmen,” Anglicans who equated 
service for the king with their religious beliefs. The names of men 
from Fair-field, Stratford, Stamford, Norwalk, New Haven, 
Newtown, Waterbury, Middletown, and Redding appeared on the 
musters of the Queen’s Rangers, the King’s American Regiment, and 


the Prince of Wales’s American Volunteers.2? By July 1777 the 
King’s American Regiment alone had enlisted twenty-six sergeants, 
nine drummers and fifers, and 415 rank and file, the military label 


for noncommissioned troops.°? 


The Prince of Wales’ American Volunteers brigade was the 
creation of Montfort Browne, a prisoner of war. Governor General of 
His Majesty’s Bahamas, Browne had been captured in March 1776 
on the island of New Province when Cmdr. Esek Hopkins, 
commander in chief of the fledgling Continental Navy, in its first 
amphibious operation, landed 280 marines from whaleboats. 


Among the island residents were several Loyalists, described by 


Browne as “licentious, poor, haughty and insolent.”*! No one 


offered resistance when the Continental sailors cleared the island’s 
fort of military stores—including eighty-eighty cannons and a ton of 
gun-powder—and took Browne prisoner. 


Browne was placed under house arrest in Middletown, 
Connecticut, which was considered far enough inland to keep the 
governor from mischief. But Browne managed to raise a Tory 
regiment by smuggling out invitations to friends and friends of 
friends, much as he might have arranged a dinner party on New 
Province. He dispatched two young Connecticut Loyalists, who 
easily passed through the porous Continental lines, to New York 
City, where they conferred with General Howe. He arranged the 
exchange of Browne for Continental Army general William 
Alexander (who claimed the disputed title of Lord Stirling despite 
his Patriot fervor). He had been captured during the Battle of 


Brooklyn. 


Browne set up his headquarters in Flushing, Long Island, and 
began issuing warrants to recruiters, claiming that he had been 
commissioned by “His Majesty’s Commissioners for Restoring Peace 


and Tranquility to the Deluded Subjects in America.”*° In a letter to 
Muster Master General Winslow, Browne said that he had “about 
eighty or ninety men” who had agreed to serve without pay. Soon, 
he said, he would get many more, thanks to a nautical recruiter who 
was Sailing along the Connecticut coast in an armed sloop and 


picking up Browne’s enlistees.°* 


In New Jersey, Cortlandt Skinner, a member of one of the state’s 
oldest and wealthiest families, raised six battalions of New Jersey 
Volunteers. Patriots, unaware that Skimmer had long spied for the 


British,*> had offered him command of Rebel forces in New Jersey. 
He chose instead to accept a brigadier general commission from 


General Howe.*© Skinner originally envisioned a force of three 
thousand men. But four battalions of four hundred men each were 


raised, and they fought in battles from New Jersey to Virginia.°” A 
merchant and shipowner who had been a member of New Jersey’s 
Provincial Congress was commissioned a major and recruited two 


hundred men for one of the battalions.?° 


Officers and men were outfitted in green uniforms—a frequent 
color selection for Loyalist units—and became known as Skinner’s 


Greens.°? Skinner, besides commanding the Volunteers, would 
continue to spy as British troops marched across New Jersey in 
pursuit of Washington. He once wrote as his own testimonial that 
“there was scarcely any Material Information of the Encampment of 


the Rebel Army which I did not obtain the first Intelligence of.”*° 


Loyalists in Bergen County, adjacent to Staten Island, provided 
the British in New York City not only with food but also with spies 
and recruits, many of whom Tryon secretly signed up while he was 
aboard the Duchess of Gordon. Those shipboard enlistees were told to 
return home and tell no one about their enlistments until British 
troops arrived in New Jersey. This was an unprecedented move, 
going beyond usual British military doctrine by setting up advance 


Loyalist units in places that the British Army had yet to invade.*! 


Volunteers signing up for Loyalist regiments were given their 
equipment and were paid in gold-backed British money, not in 
theever-declining currency printed by the Continental Congress. 
Some Loyalist recruiters promised a prospective soldier a five-guinea 
signing bonus, rather than the advertised forty guineas, but added 
the lure of two hundred acres of land, with an extra one hundred 
acres for his wife and fifty acres for each child. A Patriot enlisting in 
a Rebel militia typically had to provide his own musket and 
bayonet, a sword or tomahawk, cartridge box and belt, twenty-three 
rounds of cartridges, twelve flints, a knapsack, a pound of 
gunpowder, and three pounds of bullets in reserve. All this was an 


expensive outlay for a poor farmer.** Stephen De Lancey, of the 
powerful Tory clan, was commissioned a lieutenant colonel of the 
Volunteers’ 1st Battalion. His commissioning had been delayed by a 
brief encounter with Patriots. On the evening of June 4, 1776, he 
and several others had been celebrating King George’s birthday at a 
Tory tavern in Albany, New York. The Committee of 
Correspondence denounced the birthday party as an “indecent 
meeting” and ordered De Lancey and five others deported to 


Connecticut, a frequent venue for the safekeeping of Tories, whose 
crimes ranged from not accepting Continental currency to taking up 
arms against the Revolution. Patriots usually charged them for their 


rooms and meals.*? When De Lancey was released in December, he 
went to New York and received his commission.*4 


Each battalion had, in addition to its complement of 
commissioned officers, a surgeon and a chaplain, all drawn from 
New York and New Jersey. The most distinguished of the chaplains 
was the Reverend Charles Inglis, assistant minister at Trinity 
Church, New York City’s most esteemed Anglican congregation. 
Inglis was a passionate Loyalist who, after the occupation of the 


city, became an eloquent propagandist.4° Responding to Tom 
Paine’s Common Sense, for example, Inglis wrote, “The Americans 
are properly Britons. They have the manners, habits, and ideas of 
Britons... . Limited monarchy is the form of government ... which is 
best adapted to the genius and temper of Britons; although here and 
there among us a crack-brained zealot for democracy or absolute 
monarchy, may be sometimes found.”*° 


Loyalists who enlisted or were commissioned in areas under Patriot 
control had to make their way to safe grounds in New York City or 
Long Island. These traveling new soldiers of the “Provincial Corps,” 
as the British Army collectively called the Loyalist units, were 
treated by Patriots sometimes as spies and sometimes as armed foes. 
One of the largest packs of recruited Loyalists, numbering about 
fifty, was assembled in northern New York’s Ulster County. At 
Wallkill, about eighty-five miles north of New York City, militiamen 
spotted them, and in a brief firefight three Patriots were wounded 
and the Loyalists got away. 


An alarm spread through the countryside. The recruits, supported 
by local Loyalists, hid out in the woods or in the cellars or barns of 
sympathizers by day and slogged through creeks and along old trails 


by night. They had not gone far before a militia patrol found them 
and captured about thirty. Eleven were accused of “levying war 
against the United States of America” and five of “aiding and 
assisting [and] giving Comfort” to the enemy. They were brought 
before a court-martial ordered by Gen. George Clinton, a former 
member of the Continental Congress and soon to become governor 
of New York. 


The court-martial, after listening to Patriots who told of encounters 
with the armed Tories, resolved that “an immediate Example was 
necessary and requisite to deter intestine Enemys from continuing 
Treasonable Practices against the State.” Fourteen men “were 
adjudged to suffer the Pains and Penalties of Death by being hanged 
by the neck until they are dead.” But after hearing petitions and 
statements the provisional state government (the Convention of the 
Representatives of the State of New York) ruled that only the leader 
and his assistant were to be executed. The others received various 
sentences, ranging from immediate parole to confinement until the 


end of the war.*7 


One of the black veterans brought to New York by Dunmore was a 
former slave known as Titus. He had run away from his Quaker 
master in Colt’s Neck, New Jersey, and managed to reach Virginia, 
where he enlisted in Dunmore’s Ethiopian Regiment. Under the 
nomde guerre “Colonel Tye,” Titus became a leader of guerrilla 


warriors who fought on the Neutral Ground.*® 


When the New York Provincial Congress in October 1775 
described widespread Tory recruiting as a “conspiracy from 
Haverstraw [New York] to Hackensack [New Jersey],” the phrase 
roughly encompassed the Neutral Ground. It stretched along both 
banks of the Hudson River from above the New York—New Jersey 
border south to Sandy Hook. In Westchester County, the term 
referred to the land between the British-held Bronx and American- 
held Peekskill. The label was ironic, for on this so-called Neutral 
Ground both sides would fight, not to gain territory but to forage for 


food and firewood, to demand loyalty oaths, to kill each other in 
skirmishes—and to spy.*? 


The label was made famous in the postwar generation by James 
Fenimore Cooper. His Revolutionary War novel, The Spy, was 
published in 1821 with the subtitle A Tale of the Neutral Ground. 
Cooper, who had married into the still-powerful De Lancey family in 
1811, wrote the book while living in Scarsdale, a Westchester 
County town that had been part of the Neutral Ground. Cooper’s 
hero, Harvey Birch, was based, at least partially, on Enoch Crosby, a 
true spy of the Neutral Ground. Crosby, masquerading as a Tory 
recruiter, secretly worked for John Jay, chairman of the New York 
State Committee and Commission for Detecting and Defeating 
Conspiracies. Jay had the power to send Tories to the notorious 
“fleet prison,” a string of former privateer ships anchored off 


Kingston, New York.°? 


Cooper never publicly linked the real Crosby and the fictional 
Birch. But he did say that Jay had told him spy stories, and 
presumably Cooper learned about Loyalist activities from his wife 
and in-laws. In his petition for a federal pension, Crosby told his 
own story, which began in the summer of 1776, when his eight- 
month enlistment in a Connecticut regiment ended and he found 
himself in the Neutral Ground. On his way to join another regiment, 
he met a stranger who took him to be a Tory. Realizing that the 
stranger “intended to go to the British,” Crosby instantly decided to 
string the Tory along. The talkative stranger told Crosby where and 
by whom a Loyalist regiment was secretly being raised. 


Crosby took his information to a member of the Westchester 
County Committee of Safety. After being vetted by the committee, 
Crosby became an agent. Among the Tories he found were some 
thirty men recruited by Lt. Col. Beverley Robinson, Jr., son of the 


commander of the Loyal American Regiment.°®! Crosby’s true status 
was withheld from the principal hunter of Tory spies in the area, 
Capt. Micah Townsend of Westchester, commander of Townsend’s 
Rangers. Townsend did capture Crosby as a genuine spy. And 


Crosby genuinely escaped, risking his life to preserve his secret 
identity. The escape helped to establish his reputation among 
Tories. 


Crosby’s real and staged escapes, under various names and in 
various Neutral Ground places, did not raise suspicions. In the 
Neutral Ground war, many real Tories were captured and did get 
away from inept Rebel guards. But the ruse could not last forever, 
and, after nine months as a secret agent, Crosby enlisted in a new 


regiment and served as a sergeant on regular service.°7 


While Crosby was hunting Tories in the Neutral Ground, a small 
but brutal civil war was being fought by the Dutch Tories and the 
Dutch Rebels of New Jersey. British forces, Loyalist volunteers, and 
Patriot militiamen launched hit-and-run raids, keeping residents 
jittery. No one ever knew when a Tory or a Rebel might shatter the 
night. Bergen County was particularly split because of a schism in 
the Dutch Reformed Church, with some congregations supporting 
American-trained clergy and the Rebels, while others, backing the 
more conservative faction, favored the Loyalists. Many spoke only 
Dutch. When local broadsides on the Revolution were published, 


they were often in English and Dutch.°* 


An American officer, writing about the “good people of Bergen 
County,” said they “lay greatly exposed to both internal and 
external enemies, and the internal enemies have a free recourse to 
New York, the center and head of all British activity in America.” 
Tories, allying with Quakers, won elective offices. Patriot governor 
William Livingston complained, “I have seen tories members of 
Congress, judges upon tribunals, tories representing in our 


Legislative councils, tory members of our Assemblies.”°* 


In New York’s Orange County, which bordered on Bergen County, 
a militia leader reported that “matters are come to such a height 
that they who are friends of the American Cause, must (for their 
own safety) be cautious how they speak in public” and that some of 
those “who have been active in favour of our Cause, will soon (if 
any opportunity offers) be carried down to New York.” Patriots who 


were carried down to New York City faced imprisonment in a prison 
ship or confinement in the Sugar House, a sugar refinery turned into 


a dank stone prison where many Patriots died.°° 


Several British prison ships lay at anchor in a small Brooklyn bay. 
The ships were the dreaded dungeons of thousands of captured 
Continental Army soldiers, Rebel militiamen, and Patriot civilians. 
Loring, the commissioner of prisoners, showed little interest in his 
captives, except as a source of income from contractors’ kickbacks. 
Prisoners were jammed into holds, where so many died of disease or 
starvation that each day guards would open the hatches and yell 
down, “Turn out your dead!” Bodies were either tossed into the sea 
or buried ashore in shallow graves. Estimates of the total death toll 


ran as high as 11,500.°° 


The Sugar House, although less notorious than the prison ship, 
was as horrifying. “Cold and famine were now our destiny,” a 
survivor wrote. “Not a pane of glass, nor even a board to a single 
window in the house, and no fire but once in three days to cook our 
small allowance of provision. There was a scene that truly tried 
body and soul. Old shoes were bought and eaten with as much 
relish as a pig or a turkey; a beef bone of four or five ounces, after it 
was picked clean, was sold by the British guard for as many 


coppers. ”°” 


Tory historian Thomas Jones, who lived in New York and knew 
Loring, wrote that he “was determined to make the most of his 
commission and, by appropriating to his own use nearly two thirds 
of the rations allowed the prisoners, he actually starved to death 
about three hundred of the poor wretches before an exchange took 
place.” Noting General Howe’s fondness for Mrs. Loring, Jones 
wrote, “Joshua made no objections. He fingered the cash: the 


General enjoyed Madam.”°® 


As Cornwallis pursued Washington across New Jersey, a guerrilla 
war was declared. In a special order Howe empowered his troops, 
including Loyalist forces, to treat their retreating foes as outlaws: 
“Small stragling parties, not dressed like Soldiers and without 
Officers, not being admissable in War, who presume to Molest or 
fire upon Soldiers, or peaceable Inhabitants of the Country, will be 


immediately hanged without Tryal as Assassins.”°? 


Vicious little actions, hardly noticed in the chronicles of the 
Washington-Cornwallis saga, cost uncounted lives. Kidnappings 
were common. One had a famous Patriot as its victim: Richard 
Stockton, a member of Congress and a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. 


When the British were about to capture Princeton, Stockton fled 
with his family to a friend’s house in Monmouth County, New 
Jersey. Local Loyalists kidnapped him and handed him over to the 
British. A descendant of an old and distinguished Quaker family and 
a member of Princeton’s first graduating class, Stockton was a prize 
catch. He was jailed as a criminal and cruelly treated until he broke 
under duress and signed an oath of allegiance to the king—an act 
that disavowed his signature on the Declaration. 


Sometime around mid-March 1777, Stockton was _ released 
without any public explanation and returned to his magnificent 
Princeton home, Morven. The mansion—Cornwallis’s headquarters 
during his occupation of Princeton—had been ruined. Hessians were 
blamed for making firewood of fine furniture, drinking their way 
through the wine cellar, bayoneting family portraits, and stealing 
Stockton’s horses and livestock. Tories had led the looters to hastily 
buried silver plate and other treasures. 


Stockton had returned from captivity under a cloud because 
congressmen possessed unpublicized knowledge that he had 
foresworn the Declaration. Later an ailing Stockton tried to recant 
his oath to the king by signing oaths of adjuration and allegiance 
prescribed by the New Jersey legislature as a way to redeem tainted 


citizens. ©? 


Tryon joined in the guerrilla war by organizing a troop of 
Westchester County horsemen, under the command of Col. James 
De Lancey, for raiding in the Neutral Ground. The cavalry soon 
became known as De Lancey’s Cow-boys, a term that started out 
meaning cattle and horse rustlers and soon became a name for 


raiders.°! A typical raid, as reported in the Tory New York Gazetteer: 
“Last Sunday Colonel James DeLancey, with sixty of his Westchester 
Light Horse went from Kingsbridge to the White Plains, where they 
took from the Rebels, 44 barrels of flour, and two ox teams, near 


100 head of black cattle, and 300 fat sheep and hogs.”©? 


Patriots savagely retaliated against De Lancey’s Cow-boys by 
attacking Oliver De Lancey’s country home at Bloomingdale, about 
seven miles up the Hudson from New York City. As the victims later 
recounted, strange noises awakened De Lancey’s teenage daughter 
Charlotte and her friend Elizabeth Floyd, daughter of a Long Island 
Loyalist. They ran to a window, opened it, and shouted, “Who is 
there?” From below a gruff voice answered, “Put in your heads, you 
bitches!” 


Men entered the house from front and rear and, prodding the 
teenagers with muskets, ordered them out of the house “as fast as 
you can.” The elder Mrs. De Lancey got out on her own, but, able 
only to hobble, she hid in a dog kennel under the stoop. The girls 
fled into a swampy wood (today’s Central Park) and spent the night 
“sitting upon their feet to keep a litthe warmth in them” and 


watching the house burn to the ground.°? 


Stephen De Lancey’s horsemen also foraged on Long Island, 
another site of clashes between mounted Tories and amphibious 
Rebels. In one of the biggest whaleboat attacks Col. Return 
Jonathan Meigs led 170 men across the Sound to Sag Harbor, 
pounced on the foragers, and killed six of them. After burning the 
Tory boats and forage, Meigs took ninety prisoners back to 
Connecticut. The entire operation lasted twenty-five hours. Congress 


rewarded Meigs with a commendation and a sword.™ The British 
soldiers had just been paid andwere “pretty well boozey,” wrote a 
Rebel raider. “Some had nothing but his shirt on, some a pair of 


trowsers others perhaps 1 stocking and one shoe.”©° 


Governor Tryon, acting as General Tryon, waged what he called 
“desolation warfare.” He sent the Cow-boys and Emmerich’s 
Chasseurs, another mounted Loyalist unit, on terror raids, torching 
the homes of leading Patriots, whom he believed he disparaged by 
calling them mere “committeemen.” During one of the horsemen’s 
most terrifying raids, they burned down parts of Tarrytown, a 


Hudson River community split between Loyalists and Patriots.°° 


The participation of Emmerich’s Chasseurs in the raids added 
European cavalrymen to the Loyalist guerrilla forces. The unit was 
raised by Andreas Emmerich, a native of Germany, where he began 
his military career. He emigrated to England, then to America, 
where he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel and raised a corps 
of light troops named after himself. About half of the officers were 
Europeans, who did not get along with their American counterparts. 


Mutinous American officers asked General Clinton to court- 
martial Emmerich for “employing Soldiers, Negroes, & [Tory] 
Refugees, to robb and plunder” civilians, taking a cut of the loot 
from the looters. The officers also accused him of “imprisoning, 
Whipping and cruelly beating the inhabitants without cause or 
trial,” selling British Army horses, and stealing army funds. Clinton 
sidestepped the courtmartial by transferring the men into other 


regiments. Emmerich somehow managed to keep his colonelcy.°” 


For a time Major General Putnam had his headquarters at 
Peekskill, New York. Putnam tried to rein in Tory raiders by sending 
Colonel Meigs down the Hudson to attack pillagers. Rumors 
circulated that, in retaliation, Tryon planned to kidnap Putnam. 
Coincidentally Patriots reported a sudden surge of Tory spies in the 
area. One of them, a Loyalist lieutenant named Nathan Palmer, 
managed to infiltrate the headquarters encampment. Soldiers 
discovered him, and Putnam brought him before a court-martial to 


be tried as a spy. Tryon tried to intercede, threatening Putnam 
personally if he did not release Palmer. 


Putnam replied: 


Sir—Nathan Palmer, a lieutenant in your king’s service, was taken in 
my camp as a spy. He was tried as a spy; he was condemned as a spy, 


and you may rest assured, sir, he shall be hanged as a spy. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


Israel Putnam. 


P. S. Afternoon. He is hanged.©8 


Casual malice like Putnam’s laid bare the fact that gentlemanly 
warfare had disappeared in the Neutral Ground. Joseph Galloway, a 
leading Tory, charged that marauding and even rape was officially 
tolerated by the British and the Loyalists. Galloway said that 
“indiscriminate and excessive plunder” was witnessed by “thousands 
within the British lines.” In a “solemn inquiry,” backed by affidavits, 
he said, “it appears, that no less than twenty-three [rapes] were 
committed in one neighborhood in New Jersey; some of them on 
married women, in presence of their helpless husbands, and others 
on daughters, while the unhappy parents, with unavailing tears and 


cries, could only deplore the savage brutality.”©? Similarly, in New 
York City, citizens and officers accused Hessians, Redcoats, and 
Loyalists of robbing houses, raping women, and murdering civilians. 
Thomas Jones wrote that even murderers sentenced to death were 
set free. The crimes stirred futile demands for an end of martial law 


and the return of civil courts.”° 


Tryon’s desolation warfare shocked many British officers and 
outraged Patriots. Justifying his tactics, he said, “Much as I abhor 
every principle of inhumanity or ungenerous conduct, I should, were 
I in more authority, burn every Committee Man’s house within my 
reach, as I deem, those Agents the wretched instruments, of the 


continued calamities of this Country.””! 


The Neutral Ground expanded, if not geographically, then 
psychologically, so that the label was applied to whatever territory 
that armed Loyalists were trying to control. The ebb and flow of 
Loyalists, Continentals, and Patriot militias created a climate of 
lawlessness. At times anarchy ruled much of the Pine Barrens of 
southern New Jersey and the Hudson Highlands along both banks of 


the river.72 


New dens for refugees appeared as Washington, retreating across 
New Jersey, left in his wake more of the Neutral Ground and more 
weathervane Tories who changed allegiance with the winds of 
victory. When General Howe issued a proclamation offering pardon 
and protection to anyone who within sixty days should swear 


allegiance to the Crown, three thousand persons did so.’* People 
sensed the death of the Continental Army. They were seeing what a 
British officer had seen a few days before the proclamation: “The 
fact is their army is broken all to pieces ... it is well nigh over with 


them.”74 


In December 1776 Washington reached the Pennsylvania side of the 
Delaware River, directly across from Trenton. He sent men thirty 
miles up the icy river and thirty miles down to collect all the boats 
they could take back to camp and then destroy the rest. Washington 
especially wanted Durham boats. Flat-bottomed and forty to sixty 
feet long, they hauled freight to and from Philadelphia. Each boat, 


Washington figured, could hold as many as forty armed men.”° 


Amidst his planning there was anguish. “I think the game is pretty 
near up,” he wrote to his brother John, “owing, in a great measure, 
to the insidious Arts of the Enemy, and disaffection of the Colonies 
... but principally to the accursed policy of short Inlistments, and 
placing too great a dependence on the Militia, the Evil consequences 
of which were foretold 15 Months ago with a spirit almost 


Prophetick.””© Enlistments for many of his troops would end on 
January 1, 1777. 


In the first hours of December 26, through wind-whipped snow 
and hail, Washington launched his complex plan to cross the 
Delaware and take Trenton by overwhelming the city’s Hessian 
guard. The morning was still dark when the Americans struck, 
startling the sleeping Hessians. In a short, furious battle the 
Americans killed twenty-two Hessians, wounded eighty-four, and 
took 918 prisoners. Four Americans were wounded and two were 


killed.’” On January3, 1777, Washington outmaneuvered the British 
and led an audacious attack on Princeton, thirteen miles north of 
Trenton. His exhausted troops—including many volunteers who 
fought even though their enlistments had expired—improbably won 
another battle. 


The Hessians were shocked at how quickly Trentonians, who had 
hailed their occupiers and sold them provisions, became newly 
hatched Rebels. “When the Hessians entered Trenton and occupied 
the region, the inhabitants swore their allegiance to the King of 
Britain,” a Lutheran minister wrote. “But as soon as the American 
troops attacked on Christmas, the inhabitants shot at the Hessians 
from their houses. In fact, even a woman fired out of a window and 


mortally wounded a Captain.””® 


From Princeton, Washington led his army to winter quarters in 
the heights of Morristown, New Jersey. The Continentals’ camp, a 
two-day march from New York City, lay behind the Watchung 
Mountains, which formed a natural barrier. Washington sent out 
orders to militiamen in the Neutral Ground to wage guerrilla war 
and “harass their troops to death.””? In another letter to his brother, 
Washington wrote, “Our Scouts, and the Enemy’s Foraging Parties, 
have frequent skirmishes; in which they always sustain the greatest 
loss in killed and Wounded, owing to our Superior skill in Fire 


arms.”°° 


While Howe enjoyed another pleasant winter in New York and 
Washington watched his army shrink to barely eight hundred men, 


the recruitment of Loyalist soldiers continued from New England to 
Georgia.®! Howe had given Col. Edmund Fanning, Governor Tryon’s 


confidant, a warrant to raise the King’s American Regiment.®? 
Fanning then bestowed officers’ commissions on recruiters who set 
out in search of volunteers in New York and New England. 


One of Fanning’s recruiters was Capt. John McAlpine, who, while 
seeking enlistees in the upper Hudson Valley, was captured by 
Rebels and imprisoned in Poughkeepsie. He was awaiting trial and a 
probable sentence of execution when nineteen of his recruits 
attacked the jail and freed him. Aided by Loyalists along the way, 
the Tory rescuers and McAlpine spent twenty-six days eluding 
Rebels until they reached the safety of regimental headquarters on 


Long Island.°° 


Most of the regiment’s men came from Long Island and the lower 
Hudson Valley, where some fathers and sons enlisted together, as 
did a number of brothers. Recruiters were less successful in New 
England. Recruiting in Connecticut was Capt. Moses Dunbar, a 
thirty-one-year-old native of Wallingford. Like so many other 
Loyalists from that state, Dunbar had fled to Long Island after the 


British conquest of New York.®4 Dunbar twice slipped back into 
Connecticut, first to get married and then to bring his pregnant wife 
back to Long Island. On the second trip, in his words, “I accepted a 
captain’s warrant for the King’s service in Colonel Fanning’s 
regiment.” 


Tory hunters caught Captain Dunbar and charged him with 
recruiting for the British. He later was indicted for waging war 
against Connecticut, under a new state treason law that carried the 
death penalty. He was denounced by his Patriot father, who was 
said to have declared when his son was arrested that he would 


furnish the hemp to make a rope for him.®° 


Dunbar was tried and hanged in Hartford before a “prodigious 
concourse of people,” including his wife, who was forced to 


attend.®° The Tory press reported the hanging of six other recruiters 
in Connecticut.®” 


Around this time, a Loyalist spy identified only as “The Woman” 
reported “a very considerable Store of Provisions & cloathing and 80 
pieces of Cannon” in Danbury, Connecticut, near the New York 


border, about twenty-five miles from the coast.2® General Howe 
authorized Tryon to lead a fleet of twenty-six ships to the mouth of 
the Saugatuck River, at Norwalk, where he landed more than 
eighteen hundred men, including both Regulars and the Prince of 
Wales’s American Volunteers Brigade. Tryon’s style of pitiless 
warfare did not appeal to Howe, but this time he gave Tryon a 
sizable force because pilfering or destroying the Rebels’ supplies 
made military sense. 


Tryon met little opposition as his men marched to Danbury, 
where local Loyalists guided them to supply caches. The troops 
invaded and pillaged Patriots’ homes, careful to spare the Anglican 
church and Loyalists’ homes. Great piles of tents and provisions and 
thousands of shoes went up in flames. His mission accomplished, 
Tryon led his troops back toward the coast. But he discovered that 
his way was blocked by militiamen who had been hastily mobilized 
and led by Brig. Gens. David Wooster and Benedict Arnold. 


Arnold was home in New Haven, brooding about the Congress’s 
failure to promote him to major general, when at three o’clock one 
morning a messenger came with the report that a large force of 
Regulars and Tories had landed near Westport and were bivouacked 
in Weston, obviously on their way to Danbury. Arnold galloped off 
and was soon joined by _ sixty-six-year-old David Wooster, 
commander of the Connecticut militia. They quickly gathered one 
hundred mounted militiamen. Meanwhile Brig. Gen. Gold Selleck 
Silliman, commander of the Fairfield militia, had rounded up about 
five hundred more. 

The next day Tryon left a burning Danbury behind him as he led 
his troops back to the shore and the waiting transports. He stopped 
at Ridgefield, where he supervised the torching of a Presbyterian 


church and several Patriots’ homes. Local Loyalists were said to 
have been spared because they had painted black and white stripes 


on their chimneys.®? Militiamen trailed Tryon’s force, starting a 
short, fierce battle in which Wooster was fatally shot. A Continental 
soldier saw Arnold ride “to our front line in the full force of the 
Enemy’s fire, of Musquetry & Grape shot.” His horse, riddled by nine 
shots, fell, trapping Arnold, who had been lamed in Quebec when a 
musket ball struck his left leg. As he struggled to free himself, a 
Redcoat demanded surrender at bayonet point. Arnold fatally shot 


him with a pistol and managed to escape.”° 


Fighting continued on the third day, when Arnold, Silliman, and 
scores of additional militiamen arrived, firing at the invaders from 
houses, stone walls, and barricades. Arnold had another horse shot 
from under him as Royal Marines from the fleet landed and turned 
the battle, opening the way for the invaders to make it to boats that 
took them to the ships. In the three days of the invasion, about two 
hundred men in Tryon’s forces were killed or wounded, as were 


about sixty militiamen.?! 


Congress rewarded Arnold for his bravery by promoting him to 
major general. And Washington, responding to the start of a British 
offensive in northern New York, told Congress that “an active, 
spirited officer,” a man who is “judicious and brave,” was needed on 
the imperiled northern frontier. That man, Washington said, was 
Benedict Arnold. He was swiftly on his way to what would be an 
epic battle. His foes would include not only the British Army but 


two new enemy forces.?2 


A prophecy about those new enemies came in a curious way. 
Beyond the Neutral Ground, in the Highlands of northern New 
Jersey, the most notorious Tory raider was Claudius Smith. A young 
thief before the war, he became a guerrilla who profited from his 
loyalty to the king. The victim of his most infamous raid was Maj. 
Nathaniel Strong, a well-known militia officer who lived in 
Blooming Grove, a town on the Hudson. Smith had publicly vowed 
to kill Strong, along with several other prominent Patriots. 


One night Smith and four Cow-boys plundered one house, and 
then, about midnight, invaded Strong’s home. Smith told Strong that 
his life would be spared if he gave up his musket and surrendered. 
As Strong turned to set his gun against a wall, he was fatally shot in 
the back. That crime inspired Governor George Clinton of New York 
to offer a twelve-hundred-dollar reward for the capture of Smith and 


six hundred dollars for the capture of his outlaw sons.?° 


A wanted poster called Smith “a fierce looking man nearly 7 ft. 
tall, wearing a suit of rich broadcloth adorned with silver buttons,” 
a “Notorious leader of a lawless band of men.” Besides the murder 
of Strong, Smith was accused of stealing “money, pewter & silver 
plate, saddles, guns, oxen, cattle & horses from the American 
colonists and turning them over to the British in New York City.” 
His leading confederate in the city was Mayor David Matthews, who 
had been implicated in the plot to kidnap or assassinate George 


Washington.”4 


After the wanted posters were tacked up, Smith fled to the 
protection of British-occupied Long Island, leaving his oldest son, 
William, in charge of the Cow-boy gang. Patriots stormed the gang’s 
mountain hideout and fatally shot William and another Cow-boy. 
Several others, including Richard Smith, Claudius’s youngest son, 
got away. 


In a daring whaleboat raid, other avenging Patriots rowed to Long 
Island from Connecticut, captured Claudius Smith in his bed, bound 
and gagged him, and carried him off to the hidden boat. They took 
him, under heavy Patriot guard, to Goshen, New York, about twenty 
miles west of West Point. There he was chained to a prison cell floor 
while awaiting trial. Convicted not of murder but of robbery and 
breaking and entering, he was nevertheless sentenced to death, 
along with members of his gang. 


He and two other Cow-boys were taken in a cart to a gallows 
surrounded by a large crowd. When the nooses were put around the 
necks of the three men, according to witnesses, Smith kicked off his 
shoes, with the observation that his mother, scolding him for his evil 


behavior, had often told him that he would die with his shoes on: By 


dying barefoot he would make her a liar.?° The cart was then driven 
off, and the three men dangled from their nooses. 


Soon after the execution Claudius’s son Richard Smith went on a 
rampage, singling out Patriots for death. The first known victim was 
found with a note pinned to his body: 


A Warning to Rebels 


You are hereby forbid at your peril to hang no more friends to 
government as you did Claudius Smith... . We are determined to hang 
six for one, for the blood of the innocent cries aloud for vengeance... . 
There is particular companies of us that belongs to Col. Butler’s army, 
Indians as well as white men and particularly numbers from New York 
that is resolved to be revenged on you for your cruelty and murders... . 


This is the first and we are determined to pursue it on your heads and 


leaders to the last till the whole of you is massacred. 2° 


Smith’s vengeful warning reminded the Patriots of the two new 
enemies who were waging the new war in the north: Colonel 
Butler’s Loyalist Rangers and Britain’s Loyalist Indians. 


* John G. Simcoe, a successor to Lt. Col. Robert Rogers, added the Huzzars (Hussars)—a 
light cavalry troop—to the Rangers, named in honor of Queen Charlotte, the wife of King 


George III 
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“INDIANS MUST BE EMPLOYED” 


New York Frontier, Sprinc 1775-Ocroser 1777 


Col Johnson’s Conduct in Raising Fortifications round his house, keeping a 
Number of Indians and other armed men constantly about him, and 
stopping and searching Travellers upon the King’s Highway, and stopping 
our Communication with Albany is very alarming to this County, and... 
confirms us in our Fears, that his Design is to keep us in awe, and to oblige 


us to Submit to a State of Slavery. 


—Tryon County Committee of Safety! 


y the spring of 1777 the Revolution had spawned two wars. One 

was being fought primarily by the British Army and the 

Continental Army on _ battlefields in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. The other, along the northern frontier, was just 
beginning. It would be a war of terror and vengeance that pitted 
Indians and Tories against Patriot settlers, Loyalist neighbors against 
Patriot neighbors, Indians’ tomahawk and torch against the muskets 
of farmers and militiamen. 


The war in the borderland would be sudden bloody encounters in 
Indian villages or isolated Rebel settlements. On the frontier 
between Canada and western New York, soldiers of the Continental 
Army would fight wilderness battles not only against the British 
Army and Loyalist regiments but also against what the Declaration 
of Independence called “the merciless Indian Savages.” Left unsaid 
was the fact that Patriots tried as hard as the British and the 
Loyalists to gain the support of Indians. 


The roots of Indian-settler conflict were deep along the Canada— 
New York border, where many Patriots, remembering how the 
French had forged an alliance with Indians in a previous war, now 
feared that Britain would do the same. France had led the Indians 
into white man’s warfare by transforming tribal alliances made for 
the fur trade into a military strategy that gave its name to the 
French and Indian War. To American colonists of the time, the 
Indians were the most fearsome foes. Ben Franklin’s “Join or Die” 
drawing of a snake in eight pieces, often cited as a symbol for the 
Revolution, was a much earlier warning, urging the colonies to 


unite against the French and their Indian allies.” 


But Britain had an ambiguous policy toward the Indians. Robert 
Dinwiddie, royal governor of Virginia, saw the wisdom of seeking 
Indian aid in 1753 when he sent young Maj. George Washington of 
the Virginia militia into the wilds of the Ohio Country. Washington 
met with Indian leaders and told them, “I was destined, brothers, by 
your brother, the governor, to call upon you, the sachems of the 
nations... . His Honor likewise desired me to apply to you for some 
of your young men to ... be a safeguard against those French 


Indians who have taken up the hatchet against us.”° 


Both the British and the French used a scalp as proof that an 
Indian had slain a foe and deserved a bounty. The British 
superintendent of Indian affairs for the southern colonies once noted 
that “large publick Rewards for Scalps given by Provincial Laws to 
Indians, are attended with very pernicious Consequences to his 
Majesty’s Service.” Indians, the superintendent said, were killing 
each other merely to collect bounty scalps, producing the possibility 
of unnecessary intertribal warfare that would jeopardize alliances 


with tribes favorable to the British.* 


Victory in the war presented Britain with more land, more 
Indians, and more problems over colonists’ incursions into Indian 
land. In 1768 British officials met with leaders of the powerful 
Iroquois at Fort Stanwix (near the Mohawk River and today’s Rome, 
New York). The Iroquois agreed, in a formal treaty, to give up claim 


to all of their lands east and south of the Ohio River in return for a 
guarantee that they could retain their land in western New York. 
Less powerful tribes, including the Delaware, Mingo, and Shawnee, 


did not accept the treaty.° 


Shawnee and Mingo attacked white settlers, who struck back in 
isolated encounters. Then, in May 1774, settlers killed eleven Mingo 
near today’s Steubenville, Ohio. As Mingo and Shawnee sought 
revenge, Lord Dunmore sent one thousand militiamen into what is 
now West Virginia. After a daylong battle between militiamen and 
more than one thousand Shawnee warriors, Dunmore and tribal 
leaders parleyed and the Shawnees essentially agreed to abide by 


the Fort Stan-wix treaty.° Dunmore’s War, as his critics dubbed it, 
made Tories of many western Pennsylvania frontiersmen. They 
endorsed his attempt to settle the boundary quarrel between 
Virginia and Pennsylvania by seizing Fort Pitt, the predecessor of 


Pittsburgh, in January 1774.’ 


Soon after the Battles of Concord and Lexington, the Continental 
Congress received reports that the British were plotting to make 
Loyalist allies of the Indians along the New York—Canada border. 
Congress attempted to counter that move by negotiating a treaty 
with the Six Nations (Mohawk, Oneida, Tuscarora, Onondaga, 
Cayuga, and Seneca). The confederacy, which dated to the time 
before the arrival of Europeans in North America, included English- 
speaking Indian leaders familiar with British ways and wary of 
Rebels. 


The congressional delegation and tribal leaders met at Fort Pitt, at 
the forks of the Ohio River, then under control of Virginia’s Rebel 
government. “This is a family quarrel between us and Old England,” 
the Indian leaders were told. “You Indians are not concerned in it. 
We don’t wish you to take up the hatchet against the king’s troops. 
We desire you to remain at home, and not join either side, but keep 


the hatchet buried deep.”® The delegates returned to Philadelphia 


believing that the Six Nations would remain neutral. But the 
nationssplit. Oneida and Tuscarora broke away to support the 
Patriots, while the other tribes agreed to become warriors for the 


British and their Loyalist allies.° 


The Indians mystically imagined their confederacy as “the Long 
House,” with the Seneca of the Susquehanna and Ohio valleys 
guarding the western entrance, and the Mohawk the eastern door, 
while the Onondaga watched over the council fire in the center. The 
Six Nations raised maize and beans and lived in large wooden 
houses encircled by palisades. These they called by a word that was 
translated as “castle.” Not by chance the Mohawks’ principal castle 
stood near a fortified mansion that was the nerve center for the 
rapidly evolving alliance between the British and the Mohawk. The 
mansion was Johnson Hall, built by a man who owned more land in 
the Mohawk Valley than anyone before or since: William Johnson, 
Britain’s regional superintendent of Indian affairs. 


Johnson was born a Roman Catholic near Dublin, in 1715, and, 
planning his future in a British world, became an Anglican around 
1738. This was about the time he sailed to America to manage his 
uncle’s frontier estate in New York’s Mohawk Valley. The uncle, 
Admiral Sir Peter Warren, had grown rich by seizing French and 
Spanish vessels for prize money—and by shady maritime trading in 
wine, rum, and slaves. As a successful trader he was welcomed into 
the great De Lancey family, marrying Susannah De Lancey, daughter 


of Stephen De Lancey, an influential, well-connected fur trader.'° 


Warren became a major New York property owner, acquiring 
tracts of land in Manhattan and Westchester. His showcase home at 
1 Broadway would become the residence of New York City’s 
successive commanding generals of the Revolution, including 


Washington, Howe, and Clinton.!! He also owned some fourteen 
thousand acres near the junction of the Mohawk and Schoharie 
rivers, about 180 miles north of Manhattan. Warren invited William 
Johnson, affectionately called Billy, to come to New York with some 


prospective tenants and manage the vast northern property. While 
developingthe wilderness into prosperous farmland, Johnson also 
set up his own trading business with the Mohawk. Operating 


independently of his uncle, Johnson grew wealthy himself. ! 


Johnson won acclaim from colonial officials in the prelude to the 
French and Indian War by leading Mohawk warriors on raids into 
border territory claimed by France, often taking the scalps of French 
defenders. The Lords of Trade in London put Johnson on the New 
York Governor’s Council, and the Mohawk made him a sachem, 
giving him a name that meant something like “Chief Much 


Business.”!* He successfully straddled the two worlds of councillor 
and sachem, though to some compatriots in London and New York 
City he seemed more Mohawk than Briton. 


Johnson’s uncle resented the way Johnson had struck out on his 
own, and, when his uncle died in 1752, Johnson did not inherit the 


estate.'4 But Johnson had no need of any more land. And he had 
prospered as a trader who dealt honestly with Indians and spoke 
their languages. Colonial officials appointed him “Colonel, agent, 
and sole superintendent of all affairs of the Six Nations and other 


Indians.”!° 


Johnson often wore Indian dress, painted his face, joined in tribal 


dances,!© and took several Indian mistresses. One was the beautiful 
Molly Brant, sister of Joseph Brant, a shrewd and powerful Six 
Nations leader. Molly, a high-ranking Mohawk, bore Johnson eight 


children, seven of whom survived.!’ Both Joseph and Molly had 
Mohawk names and adhered to Mohawk customs. Their English 
names came with their British education, which introduced them to 
the world that Johnson represented and that they cautiously 


accepted. !® 


During the French and Indian War, Johnson met John Butler, the 
son of a British Army officer who had been stationed at Fort Hunter 
on the Mohawk River. Butler, like Johnson, was an officer in 
command of Indian allies. He was with Johnson when his British 


and Indian forces captured Fort Niagara. Butler knew Indian 
languages and had spent much of his life on the frontier. He married 
into a Dutch family that traced its American roots to 1637 and was 


well known on the Mohawk.!? A postwar associate of Sir William, 
Butler lived in an imposing house on a hill overlooking the Mohawk 
River. 


He had inherited his five-thousand-acre estate, near today’s Fonda, 
New York, from his father.?° 


Nearby was Johnson’s domain, named John’s Town (today’s 
Johnstown, New York), in honor of his son, one of his three white 
children. They had been born to Catharine Weisenberg, a teenage 
German immigrant who had come to America as an indentured 
servant. She had run away from her master in New York City and 


became Johnson’s wife without a wedding ceremony.*! Commoners 
could climb socially and politically on the frontier, whose rough- 
hewn leaders lacked the credentials of those who ruled the British 
establishment in New England and New York City. 


Sir William Johnson died in 1774 during a conference with 
representatives of the Six Nations. His son, John Johnson, then 
thirty-two years old, inherited the family’s fiefdom and retained a 
noble title via a knighthood bestowed by King George III. Educated 
in Philadelphia, widely traveled in England, and married to an 


Albany heiress, he was far more polished than his father.22 While 
making John Johnson his heir, Sir William, confidently exceeding 
his authority, had bequeathed the royal post of superintendent of 
Indian affairs to his ambitious, Irish-born nephew Guy Johnson. Sir 
William correctly assumed that the king would confirm the choice. 


Guy had also become Sir William’s son-in-law by marrying 
Johnson’s daughter Mary. Like the Indians, Sir William believed in 
kinship as a way of holding power. At Sir William’s funeral, an 
Indian delegation hailed Guy and told him, “Continue to give good 


advice to the young men as your father did: ... Follow his footsteps; 


... as you know very well his ways and transactions with us.”2° 


Guy, a militia colonel, did follow those footsteps—just in time for 
the Revolution. The lieutenant colonel of Guy’s militia regiment was 
John Butler, who also served both Sir John and Guy as an Indian 


interpreter.2* The three began rallying fellow Loyalists in the 
Mohawk Valley, hoping to mobilize a major frontier force against 
the Rebels. Working with the Johnsons, especially among German 
immigrants like himself, was Christian Daniel Claus, an Indian agent 
married to 


Sir William’s daughter Ann.?° They plotted an armed stand at 
Johnson Hall, the mansion-fortress that dominated the Johnson 
realm. Word that Johnson was creating a Loyalist stronghold 
quickly reached the Patriots’ Committee of Safety for Tryon County, 
which encompassed an immense swath of New York west of Albany, 
including the Mohawk Valley and the Johnson fiefdom. “We are 
informed that Johnson Hall is fortifying ...,” the committee reported 
to Patriots in Albany in May 1775. “Besides which, we are told that 
about 150 Highlanders (Roman Catholics) in and about Johnstown, 
are armed, and ready to march.” The committee also told of a report 
that Indians, “whom we dread most ... are to be made use of in 


keeping us in awe.”2° 


Both sides were maneuvering in a fog of rumors. Guy Johnson, 
aware of the local Patriots’ appeal for aid from Albany, believed that 
Rebels were plotting to kidnap him and attack his followers. He fled 
to Canada with his pregnant wife, Mary; his children, other family 
members; and about 170 supporters, including Joseph Brant and 
ninety other Indians. Along the way, Johnson won from more than 
fourteen hundred Indians a promise that they would “assist His 


Majesty’s Troops in their operations.”*” At Oswego, on the 
southeastern shore of Lake Ontario, after an exhausting journey, 


Mary Johnson died, an early casualty of the frontier war.7° 


When the Revolution began, many New York Tories, including 
John Butler and his sons Thomas and Walter, had fled to Canada. 
Butler had left behind his wife and other children. The Rebels seized 
them, giving Butler a motive for vengeance. (The family would not 
be reunited until a prisoner exchange in 1780.) Johnson, like Butler, 
did not intend to languish in Canada. Johnson wanted to muster an 
all-Indian military unit that would fight the Rebels in frontier 
settlements in western New York and Pennsylvania. But Sir Guy 
Carleton, royal governor of Quebec refused, saying he wished to use 


Indians only as scouts or in defense.?? 


Guy Johnson and his two young daughters, along with Brant and 
several others, sailed to England to put their dependents safely 
intothe hands of Loyalists in London and to gain official 
endorsement of the Indian mobilization that Carleton had rejected. 
Johnson’s vision of the British-Loyalist-Indian alliance was captured 
in a painting he commissioned by Benjamin West, who had left 
America years before and was the king’s court painter. West created 
an allegorical portrayal of British-Indian relations. West put 
moccasins on Johnson and added to his British Army uniform a 
Mohawk cap, an Indian blanket, and a wampum belt. Hovering 
behind Johnson is the shadowy figure of an Indian, who points to a 
peace pipe while Johnson holds a musket. Deeper in the background 


is an Indian family near a British Army tent.°° 


Brant became a star of London society. The king presented him 
with a silver gorget* bearing the inscription The Gift of a Friend to 
Capt. Brant—royal notice of Brant’s military commission in Canada’s 
Loyalist corps. In his portrait, by George Romney, a leading 
portaitist of English nobility, Brant wears the gorget and a plumed 
headdress. He looks grim and he carries a tomahawk—a portent of 
the future, when Brant and the Butlers would lead Loyalists and 


Indians in bloody battles.*! 


Carleton sent Butler to Fort Niagara with orders to keep the Six 
Nations off the warpath but loyal to Britain. He was inadvertently 


aided by the Reverend Samuel Kirkland, a Christian missionary from 
Connecticut who preached neutrality to Six Nations Indians while 
trying to preserve the allegiance of those who supported the 


Rebels.°? Kirk-land, who lived among the Oneidas and spoke their 
language, succeeded in keeping them on the side of the Patriots 
throughout the war. 


Butler, anticipating the frontier civil war to come, began enlisting 
Indians as spies, not only along the Mohawk River but also as far 
west as the Mississippi. Ever since the Revolution began, Loyalists 
had been fleeing to Canada. Butler also aided them, knowing that 
theable-bodied men among them would be potential recruits for 
future Tory militias. 


In January 1776, responding to a new round of reports that Sir 
John Johnson was arming his Loyalist tenants and supporters, 
Washington sent a force of some four thousand men to Johnson 
Hall, where they confronted about six hundred armed Loyalists, 
most of them Highlander immigrants. The Continentals disarmed 
Johnson’s private army and ordered him to post a sixteen-hundred- 
pound bond that backed his promise to essentially remain under 


house arrest.°? In May, Sir John broke his parole, fleeing to 
Montreal with about 170 tenants and followers, guided by 
Mohawks. Lady Johnson, who was seven months pregnant, was left 
behind. Rebels took her to Albany as a hostage. She appealed in 
vain to Washington.°** 

Once in Canada, with Carleton’s approval, Sir John soon began 
raising the King’s Royal Regiment of New York. He drew on his own 
followers, along with Loyalist refugees who had abandoned their 
homes and farms in the Mohawk and Schoharie valleys. They would 
return armed and ready to die to get back their land, which the 


Rebels had seized.?° 


In the spring of 1777 John Butler received a letter from Carleton, 
recently the heroic defender of Quebec against American invaders. 


Carleton had changed his mind. He ordered Butler to recruit as 


many Indians as possible for an invasion of New York.°° Johnson’s 
raising of the King’s Royal Regiment and Carleton’s Indian 
mobilization order to Butler were preparatory moves for the 
launching of a three-prong invasion of New York. Lt. Gen. Sir John 
Burgoyne, who developed the strategic plan, believed that the 
invasion would inspire a Tory uprising and ascendancy in New 
York, making the entire colony as loyal as New York City. The 
invasion would also drive a wedge between the colonies, reflecting 
the belief of British officialdom that the firebrands in New England 
were of a different revolutionary breed from Americans elsewhere. 
Isolating New England would begin the process of snuffing out the 
Revolution. 


Burgoyne did not include the Royal Highland Emigrants among 
the Loyalists in his force. His decision not to take the Highlanders 
along may have stemmed from the distrust that many British 
officers felt toward erstwhile supporters of Bonnie Prince Charlie. 
Lt. Col. Allan Maclean, commanding officer of the Emigrants, had 
been pardoned and was officially regarded as a trusted Loyalist 
officer. But Burgoyne decided that Maclean’s men would better 


serve as garrison troops, left behind as a home guard.°” 


Burgoyne proposed leading an army of about seven thousand men 
—Regulars, Loyalists, Hessians, and Indians—from Canada via the 
Richelieu River—Lake Champlain waterway to Fort Ticonderoga, 
then down the Hudson River Valley to Albany. A smaller force of 
two hundred Regulars, three hundred Hessians, eight hundred 
Indians, and two hundred Tories—including Butler’s recruits—was 
to advance overland from Lake Ontario to Lake Oneida, march 
eastward along the Mohawk Valley and destroy Fort Stanwix, the 
only Patriot obstacle in the valley. That unit, commanded by Lt. Col. 
Barry St. Leger, would then head for Albany to link up with 
Burgoyne. The third force would head out of New York City and up 
the Hudson to block any Rebel attempt to move against Burgoyne 
from the south. 


When Burgoyne presented his plan in London, he won approval 
from British officials in London and from King George III, who said 
in an endorsement written in his own hand: “The outlines of the 
plan seem to be on a proper foundation... . Indians must be 
employed, and this measure must be avowedly directed, and 
Carleton must be in the strongest manner directed to furnish as 


many Canadians as possible.”°° The king’s command led to Butler’s 
enlisting both Indians and white Loyalists. But they were mostly 
Americans, not the Canadians the king had expected. 


Henry Simmons, a New Yorker, for example, left his wife and 
children and headed north when he heard about Burgoyne. “The 
Six-teeth Day of August, 1777,” Simmons wrote in his journal, “I left 
my house at Claverack and Sat out with a Compiny of Seven and 
twenty Men and officers to go to General Burguins armey Which 
was at the time at Fort Miller.” Claverack, New York, was about 
seventy milessouth of Fort Miller on the Hudson. They traveled for 
eleven days “through enemy country, likely at night along 
untrodden paths, fording streams, and hiding in thickets by day” 
until they caught up with “the flyeing arme” and enlisted in the 
King’s Royal Regiment.°? 

A Mohawk Valley Tory, brother of a Rebel leader, raised a 
company of sixty-three Loyalists and led them to Canada. Another 
Tory from that area, a captain of Rebel militia, changed sides and 
left New York with several relatives he had enlisted. More recruits 
came from the efforts of Adam Crysler, a friend of Joseph Brant and 
a prominent landowner in Schoharie, a settlement near Butler’s 
mansion. Three of his brothers were known Tories. A fourth brother 
claimed to be a Patriot. But, suspected of lying, he was arrested by 
Rebel raiders and taken to Albany, where he was reportedly 


hanged.*° 


Crysler wrote in his journal that he had recruited seventy white 
men and twenty Indians from that area. He was instructed by Brant 
to hold his recruits in the valley for what was expected to be a Tory 
uprising. Crysler knew that a civil war was simmering in the valley 


and that recruiters risked their lives. Earlier in 1777 a party of 
Rebels, searching for a Tory recruiter, “levied a tax upon his poultry 
yard and ate up his chickens.” Then they tracked him down and 
found him with twenty recruits. The captured Tories were delivered 
to Albany “for safe keeping.” The recruiter was hanged, a fate that 


became common for others with the same mission.*! 


Unlike short-time Rebel militiamen and Continentals who served 
“for one year, unless sooner discharged,” Tories enlisted for the 
duration of the war. Rebels typically signed up for months at a time 
because they had farms or businesses to run. Tories typically had 
forfeited their homes, land, and way of life, for they knew that if 
they returned they would be prosecuted under state confiscation 
and treason laws. Their only hope for return was a British victory. 
Washington envied the ability of the British and Loyalists to field 
permanent forces while he often had only “the throngs of militia, 
which at certain periods have been, not in the field, but in their way 
to and from the field,” creating “two sets of men to feed and pay; 
one coming to the army, and the other going from it.”47 


On his way southward, up Lake Champlain toward Fort 
Ticonderoga, Burgoyne enlisted about four hundred Indians in his 
force and addressed them through an interpreter: “The great King, 
our common father and the patron of all who seek and deserve his 
protection, has considered with satisfaction the general conduct of 
the Indian tribes from the beginning of the troubles in America.” He 
was diplomatically endorsing the Six Nations’ neutrality. But now, 
Burgoyne said, “You are free. Go forth in might and valor of your 
cause, strike at the common enemies of Great Britain and America, 
disturbers of public order, peace and happiness, destroyers of 
commerce, parricides of state.” 


He pointed to the German and British officers with him and 
continued, “The circle round you, the chiefs of his Majesty’s 
European forces and of the Princes his allies, esteem you as brothers 


in the war... . Be it our task, from the dictates of our religion, the 
laws of our warfare and the principles and interest of our policy, to 
regulate your passions ... to suspend the uplifted stroke.” 


He then introduced the Indians to a new etiquette of battle: “Aged 
men, women, children and prisoners must be held sacred from the 
knife or hatchet, even in the time of actual conflict. You shall 
receive compensation for the prisoners you take, but you shall be 
called to account for scalps... . You shall be allowed to take the 
scalps of the dead when killed by your fire and in fair opposition; 
but on no account, or pretence, or subtilty, or prevarication, are 
they to be taken from the wounded or even dying.” They could, 
however, show “less reserve” toward “base, lurking assassins, 
incendiaries, ravagers and plunderers of the country, to whatever 
army they may belong.” 


The Indians cried “Etow! Etow! Etow!”—a way of showing 
affirmation—and the leading chief, at the end of a much shorter 
speech, declared: “With one common assent we promise a constant 


obedience to all you have ordered and all you shall order.”4? More 
Indians would join Burgoyne on his way to Albany. 


Burgoyne also added to his force by asking John Peters, a Loyalist 
refugee in Montreal, to raise a regiment that Burgoyne named the 
Queen’s Loyal Rangers. Peters, born in Connecticut, had parted ways 
with his Patriot father. Peters’s uncle the Reverend Samuel Andrew 
Peters was such a ranting Loyalist that General Gage, as a matter of 
public safety, politely urged him to leave New York. He sailed to 


England in 1774.44 


Burgoyne’s new Loyalist regiment became a magnet for 
Canadians, New Yorkers, and Vermonters who saw the invasion as a 
chance to join the winning side. Many along his battle route would 
fight and kill neighbors, for on this frontier the civil war became 
local and personal. The recruits of the Queen’s Loyal Rangers were 
inspired not only by loyalty to the Crown but also by their desire to 
drive the Rebels from this fertile land and convert it to a Loyalist 
domain. Within a month the Rangers had 262 men. One of them 


was Ensign John Peters, Jr., Lieutenant Colonel Peters’s fifteen-year- 


old son.*° 


The Queen’s Loyal Rangers were in the vanguard of Burgoyne’s 
army when Fort Ticonderoga came into view. As the force 
maneuvered for battle, Burgoyne realized that if artillery could be 
hauled up a mountain overlooking the fort, he could pulverize 
Ticonderoga. After hacking a road through the forest and hauling 
dismantled cannons up the slope, artillerists and pioneers placed a 


battery on the summit and began firing.4° With the cannons 
threatening devastation and the defenders outnumbered almost four 
to one, Maj. Gen. Arthur St. Clair, commander of Ticonderoga, 
ordered the fort abandoned. He and his men slipped away under 
cover of night. Burgoyne now had a base for his advance on Albany 
—and a rallying point for more Loyalist recruits. 


Burgoyne’s political adviser was a powerful local Tory, Col. Philip 
Skene, who had acquired from British officials the title of royal 
governor. His realm included Crown Point, Fort Ticonderoda, and 
land that would eventually become part of Vermont. Skene had 
made afortune as surveyor of His Majesty’s woods around Lake 
Champlain, as landlord over tenants working thousands of acres of 
land, and as the owner of sawmills and forges. A wounded veteran 
of the French and Indian War with a distinguished British Army 
career, he became the Crown’s leading representative and 
landholder in the area, and he commanded a Loyalist militia. His 
son Andrew, a graduate of King’s (later Columbia) College, was a 
British Army officer. 


Skene had made a long detour before joining Burgoyne. He was in 
England during the American invasion of Canada. While returning 
to America, his ship, as was customary, “spoke” an England-bound 
ship by coming close enough so that the ships could shout news to 
each other. From the ship out of America came the shouted news of 
Lexington and Concord. Skene and British officers reacted by trying 
to take over the ship and sail it to British-occupied Boston. But the 


ship’s crew and captain overpowered and confined them. When the 
ship reached Philadelphia, Patriots arrested Skene and transported 


him to Connecticut,*” where he would “still harangue the people 


from the prison windows.”*° Skene was exchanged in time to join 


Burgoyne’s invasion.*? 


Both Skene and his son welcomed Burgoyne as a liberator. When 
the elder Skene and Burgoyne conferred in Skene’s mansion at the 
southern end of Lake Champlain, Skene convinced the general that 
he would be joined by Loyalists as fervent as the Skenes, all along 


his march to Albany.°° Skene became Burgoyne’s principal aide, 
checking on the loyalty of civilians, watching over the delivery of 
supplies, and running a spy network. At least two of his spies, 
Continental Army deserters, were caught lurking in a Rebel camp. 
They both carried incriminating passes, signed by Skene, saying 
they were “on his Majesties Service” and had taken “the oath of 
allegiance.” They were tried by court-martial and condemned to 


death.°! 


Burgoyne pursued part of St. Clair’s army, whose rear guard 
fought a delaying action that enabled most of the men to escape. 
Burgoyne, with Philip and Andrew Skene at his side, continued 
pursuit, veering from his original plan and taking a route that led 
him into a dense forest laced with swamps. The decision led to a 
logging duel between Patriots and Burgoyne’s men: He had to fell 
trees to build a corduroy (log) road for his long train of artillery and 
supplies, and the Patriots ahead of him felled trees to block his path 
and dam streams, while sniping at his men as they struggled 
southward through sweltering heat and clouds of mosquitoes. 
(Because the soldiers’ labors added a new forest-to-lumber-mill road 
to Skene’s domain, there was some suspicion that Skene had 
recommended the route so he could get a road built.) Moving at 
about a mile a day, Burgoyne took nearly a month to reach the 


Hudson, giving his quarry more time to prepare for battle.°? 


Burgoyne’s instructions to Indians about gentlemanly warfare had 
been empty words to many Indian Loyalists. And British officials 
dealing with the Six Nations knew they could not control the way 
Indians traditionally fought. Guy Johnson managed to convey that 
reality in a letter to the Rebels that simultaneously denied British 
attempts to recruit Indian warriors—but warned that “if the Indians 
find ... their Superintendent [Guy Johnson] insulted, they will take 


a dreadful revenge.”°? 


The Rebels had certainly “insulted” the Johnsons and John Butler 
by forcing them to flee, and so the Indians were supposedly justified 
in becoming allies and fighting as they customarily did, which 
meant scalping. 


The first sign of Indian warfare came on the afternoon of July 27, 
when soldiers at Fort Stanwix heard four gunshots. Soldiers and 
civilians had been told to fire their muskets only in self-defense or 
as a signal for help. At the sound of the shots several soldiers ran 
from the fort to the edge of a patch of woods about five hundred 
yards from the fort. They were too late. 


In a meadow speckled with berry bushes, two girls lay scalped 
and tomahawked, one dead and the other dying. A third girl, shot in 
the shoulder, had escaped. She emerged from the woods and told 
what had happened. The three girls had been picking raspberries 
when four Indians suddenly appeared and fired. Four armed Rebel 
soldiershad walked past the spot shortly before the attack and 
apparently had been ignored by the Indians. They had come, said a 
bitter report on the killings, “not to fight, but to lie in wait to 
murder; and it is equally the same to them, if they can get a scalp, 


whether it is from a soldier or an innocent babe.”°* 


On the day that the girls were murdered, Jane McCrea, the 
twenty-year-old daughter of a Presbyterian minister and his wife, 
was staying in the home of Mrs. Sarah McNeal, near the village of 
Fort Edward, about one hundred and twenty-five miles east of Fort 
Stanwix. Fort Edward had been abandoned by defenders, who were 


retreating before Burgoyne’s advance.°° It lay at the southern end of 


the Great Carrying Place, where rapids and falls churned the 
Hudson River, making farther passage impossible. From there 
canoes and boats had to be portaged to the headwaters of Lake 


Champlain.°° 


The McCrea family had been sundered by the Revolution. 
Presbyterians generally were on the Rebel side, and Jane’s brother 
John was a Rebel. But Jane was a Loyalist and the fiancée of Lt. 
David Jones, a local Tory who had joined the Queen’s Loyal 
Rangers. Jane had been staying with her brother but had moved to 
the home of Mrs. McNeal, also a Tory, in anticipation of David’s 
arrival with Burgoyne’s army. 


What happened to Jane McCrea produced myth and rage. The 
story that swept down the valley and then through the colonies told 
of a beautiful young maiden attacked by two Indians serving with 
Burgoyne. The Indians had stormed into Mrs. McNeal’s house and 
carried off the two women. Mrs. McNeal was taken to Burgoyne’s 
camp. Shortly she saw an Indian holding a bloody scalp that she 
quickly identified as Jane McCrea’s. Soldiers rode off and found 


McCrea’s mutilated body.°” 


Burgoyne did not punish the scalper because he did not want to 
disturb the tense relationship between the whites and Indians in his 
army. His decision further outraged the people in his path. Patriots 
seized on the propaganda value of Indian tomahawk killings. Maj. 
Gen. Horatio Gates, who would soon be fighting Burgoyne, wrote to 
him, condemning him for the “miserable fate of Miss McCrea” and 
adding: “Upwards of one hundred men, women and childrenhave 


perished at the hands of these ruffians.”°® The letter, published in 
New England newspapers, produced an increase in Continental 


Army volunteers.°? 


As Burgoyne continued on toward the Hudson, the second, smaller 
invasion army under St. Leger had progressed up the St. Lawrence 
from Montreal, then southward on Lake Ontario to Oswego, New 


York. Besides a detachment of about eight hundred Regulars and 
Loyalists, there were some eight hundred Indians in the force. There 
was also a separate unit: Brant’s Volunteers, about one hundred 
Mohawk and some white Loyalists who painted and dressed 
themselves as Indians. Unrecognized as members of an official unit, 


and thus unpaid, they expected to live on plunder.©° 
Fort Stanwix, St. Leger’s objective, was not the easy conquest he had 


expected.°! Its walls of turf and timber had been strengthened. 
Reinforcements, arriving just before the invaders, raised the number 
of defenders to some 750, but less than half the size of the 
approaching force. In June the Continental Congress had adopted 
the Stars and Stripes as the national flag. Tradition says that the first 
American flag to fly against an enemy—pieces of a red flannel shirt, 
a white shirt, and the blue petticoat of a soldier’s wife—was hoisted 


above Fort Stanwix as the invaders approached. 


On August 3 St. Leger’s force surrounded the fort and demanded 
surrender. Col. Peter Gansevoort, commander of the fort, replied 


that he would “defend this fort and garrison to the last extremity.”°° 


Both sides settled in for a siege. St. Leger issued a proclamation that 
called on Loyalists to come forth in support of his soldiers—and for 
Patriots to be beware of his “messengers of justice and of wrath,” 
who would be bringing them “devastation, famine, and every 
concomitant horror.” 


When reports of the invasion first reached Brig. Gen. Nicholas 
Herkimer, commander of the Patriots’ Tryon County militia, he 
asked for a meeting with Joseph Brant, a former neighbor. Herkimer 
wanted to talk about the chance of maintaining peace between 
Indians and Patriots. Brant’s headquarters was then Unadilla, at the 
confluenceof the Susquehanna and Unadilla rivers, about eighty 
miles west of Schenectady. They met at nearby Sidney, site of a new 
white settlement. Each man came with an armed escort but agreed 
to be personally unarmed when they talked face-to-face. Brant held 
firmly to his allegiance to the king, and Herkimer departed, 
knowing that Brant was his enemy. Herkimer returned to Fort 


Dayton, about thirty miles downriver from Fort Stanwix, and 
prepared for a long-term war in the Mohawk River Valley.°* 


Herkimer was the grandson of a German immigrant, one of many 
who settled in the valley. His English neighbors called him a 
Dutchman and mocked his thick accent. His written orders needed 
deciphering as much as his verbal ones. One is said to have begun: 
Ser yu will orter your bodellyen do merchs Immiedietlih. (Sir: You will 
order your battalion to march immediately.) Herkimer, warning that 
an invading army of “Christians and savages” was on its way, 
ordered every able-bodied man from sixteen to sixty years of age to 
mobilize with musket and ammunition. Men older than sixty were 
to gather women and children together and prepare to defend them. 


Any man who refused to take up arms would be imprisoned.®° 


Herkimer’s militia quickly grew, and on August 4 he headed for 
Fort Stanwix with about eight hundred men and boys. Three men, 
apparently secret Tories, slipped away and hurried to the invaders’ 
camp to warn of Herkimer’s advance. 


Among those who marched with St. Leger was Herkimer’s 
brother. St. Leger ordered Brant and Butler, with a force of about 
four hundred Indians and Tories, to intercept the militiamen. At the 
Oneida village of Oriska, about six miles east of the fort, Brant set 
up an ambush in a deep marshy ravine. 


The militiamen brought with them about four hundred ox-drawn 
carts containing supplies for the fort, stretching their column out for 
nearly a mile. At the head of the soldiers were about sixty friendly 
Oneida, acting as scouts, and Herkimer on his white horse. As the 
scouts and advance guard reached the ravine, the road narrowed to 
a corduroy causeway surrounded by a dense forest thick with 
underbrush. Even the Oneida, skilled woodsmen, could not see the 
hidden foes. 


As soon as Herkimer and his first group of men were deep into the 
ravine, the ambushers—Brant’s Indians and an Indian force 
assembled by Lt. Col. John Butler—struck, killing many militiamen 
with musket fire and cutting down others with tomahawks. 


Herkimer, his left leg shattered and his horse killed, ordered men to 
place him against a tall beech tree with his wounded leg resting on 
his saddle. He took out his pipe, lit it, and kept shouting orders. 
Many Oneida had melted away into the forest. But some Oneida— 
men and women—did fight. One warrior, shot in the wrist, 


continued to fight using his tomahawk.°° 


Some militiamen panicked and ran off, pursued by the Tory 
Indians, who killed many. But most men stayed and rallied around 
Herkimer. At first each time a man fired from behind a tree, an 
Indian would run to the tree and tomahawk him before he could 
reload. Herkimer ordered two men to pair behind trees so that while 
one man reloaded the second could kill the approaching brave. 


A sudden rain, soaking muskets’ primers, stopped the battle for a 
short time. During the pause Herkimer had his men form a circle. 
Ripped by concentrated fire, the Indians began to pull back, 
beginning what would be a ragged retreat to their camp near Fort 
Stanwix. Then from St. Leger’s camp came reinforcements—a 
detachment of the King’s Royal Regiment. The Tories had turned 
their green uniforms inside out. For a moment the militiamen 
believed they were getting help from the fort. Then one of the 
militiamen recognized former neighbors, cried out a warning, and 
slew three of them with his espontoon, an officer’s half pike. Other 
men of the valley fought to the death—American against American, 
kin against kin—until the daylong battle suddenly ended, probably 
because Butler and Brant expected that a rescue force was on its 


way from the fort.°” 


Herkimer would die in a few days, joining about 160 militiamen 
who fell in the ravine. The invaders lost about 150 Tories and 
Indians, including several chiefs. Further losses came when Rebel 
raiders fromthe fort attacked the besiegers’ camp before the 


surviving ambushers returned.®® 


St. Leger, confronted by angry Indians who had fought but gotten 
no plunder, tried once more to end the siege with a threat that if 
Colonel Gansevoort did not surrender his fort, the Indians could not 


be stopped from “executing their threats to march down the country 
and destroy the settlement with its inhabitants. In this case, not only 
men but women and children will experience the sad effects of their 


vengeance.”°? 


Gansevoort again rejected the call to surrender. Meanwhile an 
officer left the fort in the night, got past St. Leger’s sentries, and set 
out for Fort Dayton, where Benedict Arnold was preparing to lead 
about nine hundred militiamen and Continentals to Fort Stanwix to 
end the siege. Arnold, well known as a Tory hunter in Connecticut, 
had discovered a group of Loyalists who were planning an uprising. 
Among the men he captured were Ensign Walter Butler, Col. John 
Butler’s twenty-five-year-old son, and Hon Yost Schuyler, a 
deranged young man whose madness was seen as mystical by many 
Indians. He was related to both Herkimer and Major General 
Schuyler. Butler and Hon Yost were tried by court-martial as spies, 
convicted, and sentenced to death. 


Some of Arnold’s officers appealed Butler’s sentence because they 
knew him as a schoolmate when he studied for the law in Albany. 
So he was sent off to imprisonment—and subsequent escape, a 
frequent boon for Loyalist prisoners kept amid Tories. After 
clemency pleas for Hon Yost from his mother and brother, Arnold 
said he would spare his life if he would use his mystical powers to 
convince St. Leger’s Indians that a huge army was on its way to the 
fort. Hon Yost agreed, and to add to his story of a narrow escape 
from Arnold’s soldiers, he shot holes in his clothes with a borrowed 
musket. Arnold sent Hon Yost off and held his brother as a hostage. 


Hon Yost reached the Mohawk camp outside the fort and, when 
asked how many men were on their way, pointed to the leaves of 
the trees and said each leaf was a soldier. Hon Yost repeated his 
rambling story to St. Leger. Frightened Mohawks began grabbing up 
Britishsupplies, food, and liquor for a hasty retreat. Loyalists and St. 
Leger’s Regulars joined the Indians, fleeing before the phantom 
army until they reached Oswego and the safety of Canada. They left 
behind tents, food, ammunition—and St. Leger’s own escritoire, the 
portable writing table that contained his private papers, which 


historians long afterward used for descriptions of the siege and the 
flight of his army.”° 


To the north, Burgoyne continued to attract local Tories as he 
passed into the newly created republic of Vermont. Some Tories 
joined informally, marching with Burgoyne but not fully committing 
to a long-term enlistment. Those who openly joined Burgoyne risked 
their own private battles, especially in areas where Rebels had fled 
before the army, producing a temporary Tory enclave. Nathan 
Tuttle, a minor official in the village of Rutland, was a Rebel who 
stayed. Known to hate and taunt Tories, he disappeared around the 
time that Burgoyne’s army passed through Rutland. In 1786 a 
former Tory revealed that Tuttle had been bayoneted during an 


argument, his body weighted with stones and thrown into a creek.”! 
We will never know how many other private grievances were settled 
in a similar manner during the war. 


In Vermont, Burgoyne met unexpected Rebel resistance. Short of 
supplies and in need of horses for his footsore German cavalrymen, 
he ordered a force of about eight hundred men to forage in the 
village of Bennington. Burgoyne had learned that Bennington was a 
Patriot supply depot stocked with corn and cattle. And, still relying 
on Skene’s advice, Burgoyne expected that the area was full of 
Loyalists who would rush to join his army. But the man in command 
of the foraging force, Lt. Col. Friedrich Baum, would not be able to 


speak to any Loyalists because he spoke only German.’ (Skene 
translated for Baum; Burgoyne spoke to him in French.) 


Awaiting Baum were about fifteen hundred militiamen from New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. Their commander was Col. John 
Stark, a tough old soldier who had been captured by Indians as a 
young man and bore the scars of heroic service with Rogers’ 
Rangersduring the French and Indian War. He had fought in the 


Battles of Bunker Hill, Trenton, and Princeton.”* As more militiamen 


arrived, Stark drew up a complicated plan. After a day of impasse 
and rain, Stark led the attack. 


Some of his men—farmers lacking uniforms—had stuck pieces of 
white paper in their hats to identify themselves as Rebels. But they 
looked like Loyalists to Baum, who welcomed them as they drifted 
into his ranks. When the attack began, the infiltrators started 
picking off their unwitting foes. Skene saw more men who did not 
look like soldiers and shouted, “Are you for King George?” An 
answering fusillade killed his horse. He ran back to a German 


redoubt.”4 


As at Oriska, neighbor fought neighbor. Lieutenant Colonel Peters, 
commander of the Queen’s Loyal Rangers, spotted Patriot captain 
Jeremiah Post, a childhood playmate and a cousin of Peters’s wife. 
Just as Post fired and missed, Post rushed toward Peters, shouting, 
“Peters, you damn Tory, now I have got you!” He shoved his 
bayonet into Peters’s side. Peters fired his gun, “Though his bayonet 
was in my body,” Peters later wrote, “I felt regret at being obliged to 


destroy him.””° 


Peters joined the retreat, lucky to survive a battle that left more 
than two hundred of his Loyal Rangers dead, wounded, or 


captured.’© Indians scattered and vanished. The Germans valiantly 
held their redoubt until Baum fell, mortally wounded by a musket 
ball. Some Germans fought their way into the woods and escaped; 
some surrendered. Reinforcements for both sides arrived, but as the 
long day ended, the surviving invaders fled the field. About thirty of 
Stark’s men were killed and forty wounded. The victory inspired 
militiamen for miles around to head north to join the fight against 


Burgoyne.’” “Wherever the king’s forces point,” Burgoyne later 
wrote, “militia to the amount of 3 or 4 thousand assemble in 24 


hours ... and the alarm over, they return to their farms.””® 


Burgoyne now faced a growing enemy army while between nine 
hundred and a thousand of his own men had been killed, wounded, 
captured, or were missing, many of them dying of wounds, unseen 


in dense forests.’? Maj. Gen. Philip Schuyler, who lost the 
confidence of Congress after his retreat from Fort Ticonderoga, was 
now replaced by Maj. Gen. Horatio Gates. Added to his army, 
besides the swelling ranks of militia volunteers, were Arnold’s men, 
freed by the ending of the Fort Stanwix siege, and Col. Daniel 
Morgan’s three hundred riflemen, whose reputation as marksmen 


preceded them.®° 


Morgan, captured during the battle for Quebec, had been released 
in a prisoner exchange in January 1777 and given command of an 
independent special rifle corps. Morgan picked the men of the unit, 
who came from western Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. They 
wore the rifleman’s standard uniform—loose-fitting hunting shirts 


and leggings.®! 


Gates blocked Burgoyne’s path to Albany by entrenching on a 
Hudson River bluff known as Bemis Heights. On the morning of 
September 19 Burgoyne’s advance guard—mostly Indians and Tories 
disguised as Indians—probed forward through a dense forest. 
Morgan’s men and some of Arnold’s were ordered to clear Indians 
spotted in the woods. An officer remembered Arnold’s turning to 
Morgan and saying, “Colonel Morgan, you and I have seen too many 
Redskins to be deceived by that garb of paint and feathers; they are 
asses in lions’ skins, Canadians and Tories; let your riflemen cure 


them of their borrowed plumes.”®? 


As riflemen perched in trees picked off officers and artillerymen, 
Arnold brought his men forward, generating a ferocious battle that 
neither Burgoyne nor Gates had expected. Arnold sent word to Gates 
that with reinforcements he could defeat Burgoyne. But Gates 
ordered Arnold back to the American redoubt. Gates had lost about 
three hundred men, compared with Burgoyne’s six hundred, many 
of them officers. Burgoyne had won the day, but Gates’s army still 
lay across the path of the invaders. And the Loyalists in the area had 
not risen to aid Burgoyne. 


While Burgoyne contemplated his future moves, the third facet of 
his plan—a thrust up the Hudson—was carried out by Sir Henry 


Clinton. Leaving the defense of New York City to Regulars 
augmented by Loyalist regiments, Clinton took a force up the river 


and captured two Continental forts.°* To punish local Rebels, 
hundreds of British soldiers swarmed into Kingston, the interim 
capital of New York State, and burned much of the town, which the 
British commander called “a Nursery for almost every Villain in the 
Country.” Another landing party put the torch to Clermont and 
Belvedere, the manorial homes of the Hudson Valley’s best-known 


Patriots, the Livingstons.°4 


By October 7 Burgoyne’s troops were on half rations. Desperate, he 
led what he called a reconnaissance in force to turn a Gates flank 
and burst through to Albany. Two miles away, at Gates’s 
headquarters in the well-fortified American camp, Arnold learned of 
Burgoyne’s maneuver and asked Gates to let him lead a 
counterattack. Gates, born in England and a haughty veteran of the 
British Army, despised Arnold, a fifth-generation New Englander 
and an ex-clerk in an apothecary shop. Gates refused to send Arnold 
into battle. Furious, Arnold mounted his horse and galloped to the 
sound of the guns, racing away from an officer Gates had sent to 
stop him. 


Arnold sighted a British strongpoint and headed toward it, 
shouting, “Come on, brave boys, come on!” He led a charge across 
the line of fire, through cannon shells, musket balls, and grapeshot. 
His riddled horse fell, throwing Arnold. A wounded German shot 
him—in the same leg that had been hit at Quebec. “Don’t hurt him!” 
Arnold ordered as his frenzied men sprang forward to bayonet the 
German. 


On a litter made of a British tent and ridgepoles, he was carried 
off in the last hour of the battle that was the turning point of the 
wat. 


The next day Burgoyne withdrew, pursued by Gates’s men closing 


in for the kill. Finally convinced that Clinton would not come to his 
rescue, Burgoyne surrendered on October 17. France, which had 


been clandestinely supplying arms to the Patriots for some time, 
would now openly begin the process that would lead to French 
recognition of the United States as an independent nation and a 
partner in a military alliance against Britain.®° 


Under the terms of the surrender’s “Convention”—Burgoyne 
preferred that word rather than “capitulation’—some 5,600 troops 
and hundreds of soldiers’ wives and children were to be marched to 
Boston, where they would be shipped to England and the soldiers 
permanently kept out of the American war. But only Burgoyne and 
his staff sailed to England. Congress refused to accept Gates’s 
agreement. So the “Convention Army” eventally was marched from 
Boston to Charlottesville, Virginia, confined there for a while and 
then herded elsewhere. In a five-year odyssey of misery and despair, 
the Convention Army continually lost men to death and desertion. 
An unknown number of German prisoners freed themselves by 
becoming indentured to American farmers, joining the Continental 
Army, or simply straying away to a quiet welcome in some German- 


speaking village.°© On the night before Burgoyne and Gates signed 
the Convention, most Loyalists slipped into the woods and headed 
for Canada. Peters, suffering from a bayonet wound and a foot 
grazed by a musket ball, led out his son and, by his count, about 


117 survivors of the Queen’s Loyal Rangers.®” Peters said Burgoyne 
had given him written permission to leave with other Loyalists 
because he was not sure whether he would be able to protect them 
from the Rebels when he handed the army over to Gates.®® 
Lieutenant Simmons, the New York Loyalist who had left his wife 
and children to march with Burgoyne, escaped with twenty-eight 
men, many of them teenagers. Traveling on foot and by bateaux, all 
of them reached Canada.®? Loyalists were covered by the 
Convention, which forbade them to fight again in the war. But, 
reacting to the congressional rejection, Governor Guy Carleton 


declared that because the Convention was invalid, Loyalist veterans 
could fight again.?° 


Burgoyne’s attitude toward his Loyalists mirrored the disdain that 
was typical of British officers. Writing to Lord Germain, the 
secretary of state for North America, on August 20, Burgoyne 
underplayed the importance of Tory soldiers, claiming to have only 
“about 400,” of whom fewer than half were armed and could be 
“depended upon.” The rest, he said, were “trimmers merely actuated 
by interest,” “trimmers” being his word for the loyalty that drove 
them to risktheir lives. An official count, given to a parliamentary 
investigation of Burgoyne’s campaign, put the number at 680 prior 
to the battles near Saratoga. In fact the Queen’s Loyal Rangers alone 
mustered 643 men, of whom 80 had been killed or captured before 


the Convention was signed.?! 


Neither Burgoyne nor his American foes realized that his 
surrender at Saratoga, hailed by Congress as a turning point in the 
war, produced a crisis close to home for the people of the 
borderland. Rebels watched Stark, Arnold, and Gates as they headed 
back to General Washington and the main war against General 
Howe. They were now on their own in their own war. 


* An ornament worn with officers’ uniforms. It evolved from medieval armor that protected 
the throat. 


13 
TREASON ALONG THE CHESAPEAKE 
Pennsy.vaniA AND New Jersey, Aucust 1777-June 1778 


The Country is very much draind. The Inhabitants cry out and beset 
me from all quarters. but like Pharoh I harden my heart. Two men 
were taken up carrying provisions into the Enemy yesterday morning. I 
gave them an hundred [lashes] each by way of Example... . I am 


determin to forage the Country very bare. 


—Maj. Gen. Nathanael Greene to General Washington at Valley Forge! 


wis Gen. Sir William Howe set forth to capture Philadelphia, he 
sailed from the Loyalist city of New York to a loyal shore on 

Chesapeake Bay. His nineteen thousand invaders were 
unopposed when they disembarked at the Head of the Elk on the 
northern end of the bay. Their arrival was not a surprise. Howe’s 
fleet of some 250 ships had been spotted long before, and Patriots 
had been able to carry off supplies that had been cached at the Head 
of the Elk. But there was no organized resistance when Howe 
arrived or when he began his march to the Rebel capital, about fifty 


miles to the northeast. 


Three Loyalist military units were in Howe’s invasion force. And 
with Howe was a prominent Loyalist: a son of William Allen, the 
former chief justice of Pennsylvania and one of the wealthiest men 
inthe colony. William Allen, Jr., had been a member of the 
Pennsylvania Committee of Safety and, as a lieutenant colonel in the 
Continental Army, had fought in the invasion of Canada. Unable to 
support the idea of independence, he became a Loyalist. As an aide 
to Howe he would raise a corps called the Pennsylvania Loyalists 


and become its commanding officer with the same rank he had had 
in the Continental Army.* 


Andrew Allen, a brother of William Allen, Jr., had been a delegate 
to the Continental Congress. Andrew had resigned because he 
opposed independence and would be part of the British occupation 
of Philadelphia, a city long controlled by rich old families like the 


Allens.* The elder Allen had gone to England as the Revolution drew 
near. His son John had also started out as a cautious Patriot and 


ended up a Loyalist.° 


Accompanying Howe as his principal civilian aide was Joseph 
Galloway, once a protégé and friend of Ben Franklin. Galloway, as a 
delegate to the First Continental Congress, had tried unsuccessfully 
to get supporters for his “Plan of a Proposed Union between Great 
Britain and the Colonies,” which would have created an American 


parliament and a royally appointed “president general.”° He also 
called for loyalty oaths for colonial teachers, students, and lawyers, 


pledging “faithful obedience” to the British Parliament.’ The failure 
of his plan awakened his dormant Tory leanings. He went to New 
York and put himself at the service of Howe. 


On hand to welcome Howe to Maryland was Robert Alexander, a 
prominent politician who owned a large piece of land, crowned by 
his mansion, the Hermitage. Three days before, Alexander had been 
the host of a dinner for General George Washington, who knew 
Alexander as a Patriot and a deputy delegate to the Continental 
Congress. Washington, in Head of the Elk on a reconnissance 
mission, expected an imminent British invasion. When he asked 
Alexander whether he was going to flee, Alexander said he preferred 
to stay. 


Washington apparently did not know that Alexander had resigned 
as an officer in a Maryland militia after the Declaration of 
Independence was proclaimed. For some time, he had been 
conferring with British officers aboard one of the Royal Navy 


warships that patrolled the bay and served as floating meeting 
places for the state’s Tory underground.® 


Alexander genially allowed Howe the use of the Hermitage as a 
temporary headquarters and turned a bit of a profit by selling the 


invaders livestock and grain.’ Local farmers with Tory inclinations 
followed Alexander’s example, supplying the invaders during the 
two weeks that Howe spent preparing for the march on 


Philadelphia.'° Others, aided by militiamen, showed their anti- 
British stance by squirreling away produce and hiding their cattle, 
horses, and wagons. 


Howe offered a general pardon to “officers and private men, now 
actually in arms against his Majesty,” who “shall voluntarily come 


and surrender themselves.”!! In fact there were few armed men 
except for Loyalists, who had been organizing for months on 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. In 1776 the Rebel-controlled Maryland 
legislature passed a law defining Tories as traitors and making 


execution the punishment for treason against the state.!? Maryland’s 
Rebel government considered the Eastern Shore to be in 
insurrection. But the coastal Tories were so powerful and well 
organized that they were not easily tamed. 


Brig. Gen. William Smallwood, the commander of the Maryland 
militia, called the Eastern Shore “a Place which becomes the 
Reception of Deserters, escaping prisoners, and most of the 
Disaffectted who have been expelled [from] the neighbouring 
states.”!° Delaware contributed many Tories to the bands formed in 
the Eastern Shore, where state boundaries meant little. A Tory force 


of two hundred was formed by men from both states. They had 


three cannons delivered from a Royal Navy man-of-war.!4 
Months before Howe’s arrival Patriots in the area had appealed 


directly to Congress for military aid.‘° Congress responded with 
stern resolutions against Eastern Shore Tories but had few resources 


to offer.1° The Maryland militia, much as its men wanted to fight 


Howe on Maryland’s shore, lacked firearms. General Washington 
himself could do little more than sympathize, writing that “it gives 
me pleasure to hear that your people are so unanimously bent 
upongiving opposition to the Enemy. I wish it was in my power to 
furnish every man with a firelock that is willing to use one, but that 
is so far from being the Case that I have scarcely Sufficient for the 


Continental Troops.”!” 


James Chalmers, a wealthy Scotland-born planter, added to the 
armed Tories on the Eastern Shore by raising three hundred men for 
a battalion he named the Maryland Loyalists. He was commissioned 
a lieutenant colonel. One of his officers was Capt. Philip Barton Key, 
whose nephew, Francis Scott Key, would write “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.” Chalmers, as “Candidus,” was famous among Loyalists for 
Plain Truth, a pamphlet he wrote as a Loyalist answer to Tom Paine’s 


Common Sense!® 


Chalmers’s raising of the Maryland Loyalists augmented the 
recruiting drives of the three Tory units that arrived with Howe at 
the Head of the Elk.* Howe issued a proclamation promising land to 
all of “his Majesty’s faithful and well-disposed subjects” who signed 
up for two years or the length of the war: two hundred acres for a 
noncommissioned officer, fifty acres for each private. 


Another Howe proclamation promised protection to anyone who 


swore allegiance to the Crown within the next sixty days.!° 
Concerned about the looting habits of his men, Howe issued 
warrants authorizing his provost marshal to waive courts-martial 
and “execute upon the Spot any Soldier or follower of the Army” 


caught plundering any Loyalist home or farm.?° 


Howe was still at the Hermitage when Tory spies informed him that 
Washington was planning to block the invaders at Brandywine 


Creek, about thirty miles south of Philadelphia.24 Howe marched 
there, his troops harassed along the way by the few militiamen who 
had muskets. In Philadelphia, responding to an order from the 


Supreme Executive Council, Patriots were arresting prominent 
Tories, sending some off to confinement in Virginia and offering 
paroles for those who promised they would not do anything 


injurious to “the united free States of North America.”2 


At Brandywine, Howe outmaneuvered the Continentals in a battle 
that raged through the day and ended with hand-to-hand combat as 
night was falling over a battlefield strewn with the dead and dying. 
The Continentals and their comrades in the Pennsylvania militia lost 
some one thousand men killed and wounded—about twice the 
casualties suffered by their foes. The Marquis de Lafayette, newly 
arrived to the Continental Army and about to mark his twentieth 
birthday, was shot in the leg but continued to fight. 


Stephen Maples Jarvis, a Connecticut Tory and a Queen’s 
American Ranger, went into battle at Brandywine. “We came in 
sight of the enemy at sunrise,” he wrote in his journal. “The first 
discharge of the enemy killed the horse of Major Grymes who was 
leading the column, and wounded two men in the Division directly 
in my front, and in a few moments the Regiment became warmly 
engaged and several of our officers were badly wounded.” (Maj. 
John Randolph Grymes was a descendent of one of the first families 
of Virginia.)*° 

The Rangers crossed the creek—” water took us up to our breasts, 
and was much stained with blood”—and fought into the darkness. 
“In this day’s hard fought action,” Jarvis wrote, “the Queen’s 
Rangers’ loss in killed and wounded were seventy-five out of two 


hundred fifty rank and file which composed our strength in the 


morning.”** 


A few days later Washington sent Brig. Gen. “Mad Anthony” 
Wayne and fifteen hundred men to the Paoli Tavern, on the 
Lancaster Road, where Wayne was to ambush Howe’s baggage train 
as its wagons rumbled toward Philadelphia. Howe learned the 


details of Wayne’s plans from local Tories*°—intelligence that 
helped to produce a bloody surprise attack. 


British major general Charles Grey, wanting to approach Wayne 
at midnight as quietly as possible, ordered his men to remove flints 
from their muskets so that when he ordered a bayonet charge, no 
Regular would accidentally fire and give an alarm. Aiding Grey in 
his planning was his principal aide, Capt. John André, who had a 
personal reason not to like Rebels. André had been captured in 1775 
during the abortive invasion of Canada. Expecting to be treated like 
an officer merely awaiting exchange, he had been handled roughly. 
Tories seen befriending him were arrested, and André’s guards once 
threatened to kill him. But through his captivity André never lost 
the savoir-faire and keen wit that marked him as a bright and rising 
officer. When he was finally exchanged, he was assigned to Grey’s 


staff.2° 


On September 21, 1777, Grey’s men, who probably had been 
given the password by a Continental deserter, got past Wayne’s 
sentinels and pounced on the camp. “I stuck them myself, like so 
many pigs, one after the other, until the blood ran out of the touch- 


hole of my musket,” a Hessian sergeant later wrote.7” Seeing men 
hacked and pierced by cold steel, Wayne’s soldiers panicked. 
Patriots called the battle the “Paoli Massacre” and dubbed its 
perpetrator “No Flint Grey.” Propagandists on both sides claimed 
two hundred Rebels had been killed by bayonets or sabers. 


Eventually the likely count came down to fifty-three.7® 


Although more maneuvering and fighting would go on for a few 
days, nothing could now stop Howe from taking and holding 
Philadelphia. Hundreds of Patriots fled the city, as did members of 
Congress, who sought safety first in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and 
then in York. Washington took his army to the hills around 
Whitemarsh, a small town north of Philadelphia. General Howe 
tried to attack him there but failed and pulled back, deciding to 
make British winter quarters in the comfort of Philadelphia, the 
largest and wealthiest city in America, and, like New York, a bastion 
of Loyalists. 


On the night of December 11, Washington’s men left the camp in 
the hills of Whitemarsh and began pushing wagons into the 
Schuylkill River and placing boards between them. Through the 
night the army crossed the river on the wagon bridge. Washington 
led his men to a hamlet called Gulph Mills, where the army camped 


for several days.?° 


Albigence Waldo, an army doctor from Connecticut, looked 
around the Gulph Mills camp and wrote in his diary: “There comes a 
Soldier, his bare feet are seen thro’ his worn out Shoes, his legs 
nearly naked from the tatter’d remains of an only pair of stockings, 
his Breeches not sufficient to cover his nakedness, his Shirt hanging 
in Strings, his hair dishevell’d, his face meager... . exhausted by 
fatigue, hunger & Cold.” In the face of that soldier Waldo saw the 
faces of all the men, whipped by a “cold & piercing” wind, who 
followed General Washington down a steep frozen road to a place 


called Valley Forge.°° 


Philadelphians hailed the arrival of Howe’s army “by loudest 
acclamations of joy.” There was no armed resistance. Tories led the 
invaders to Rebels still in the city, and hundreds were imprisoned. 
Galloway and the Allens protected upper-class Rebels they knew, 
leaving them to an uneasy life in a city that belonged to the British 


and their Loyalist friends.*! The editor of the Pennsylvania Evening 
Post switched the newspaper from pro-Patriot to pro-Loyalist.°? 


Quakers, whose faith condemned war and earned Rebel distrust, 
felt more comfortable under British rule. Merchants, unenthusiastic 
about the Revolution, believed that the British would bring stability 
to the city—and payments in gold rather than near-worthless 
Continental currency. Young men, eager to join the winning side, 
signed up for the Queen’s American Rangers, which needed 
replacements after Brandywine, and three newly formed units: the 
Roman Catholic Volunteers, the Maryland Loyalists, and the 


Pennsylvania Loyalists led by Lt. Col. William Allen, Jr.°° 


British officers easily entered high society, and upper-class 
families were soon inviting their amiable occupiers to parties and 
dances. A pretty, flirtatious teenager, sixteen-year-old Peggy 
Shippen, was overjoyed when a handsome British officer named 
John André called at her family’s Society Hill mansion and sketched 


her.°* “You can have no idea of the life of continued amusement,” 
eighteen-year-old Rebecca Franks wrote a friend. “... . Most 
elegantly am I dressed for a ball this evening... . I spent Tuesday 
evening at Sir William Howe’s, where we had a concert and dance.” 
At one ball Howe shocked his hostess by appearing with his 
mistress, the beautiful Mrs. Joshua Loring, on hisarm. (Her husband 


was in New York, making money as commissioner of prisoners.)*° 


Galloway became Howe’s spymaster, the supervisor of police, and 
the superintendent of the port, controlling imports and exports and 
setting up regulations for pricing and selling liquor, molasses, salt, 


and medicines.*° He also worked at preventing goods from reaching 
Washington’s army. He recruited spies from the ranks of the 


hundreds of soldiers who were deserting Valley Forge.?” By one 
estimate his intelligence network consisted of eighty agents who 
gathered information and twenty counterintelligence agents who 
ferreted out Continental Army spies. He also performed such 
intelligence chores as administering and recording oaths of 


allegiance and producing a map of all the roads in the area.*® 


About two hundred Tories served in Galloway’s police force, 
called the “night watch.” Galloway selected other Tories to control 
the entrances to the city, with the power to issue passports, and 
assigned men to disarm Rebels, act as couriers, oversee the care of 
prisoners, find quarters for troops (usually in abandoned Rebel 
homes), guide troops on missions in and around the city, and run a 
lottery for the relief of the poor. Galloway issued tavern licenses and 
supervised the takeover by Tories of stores that had been owned by 
Rebels. Among the new storeowners were Virginians and other Tory 
refugees who flocked to a Loyalist-controlled city under the 


protection of British troops.*? 


Galloway continually assured Howe that thousands of Loyalists 
were ready to spring to arms. Some did; 150 men or so joined such 
cavalry outfits as the Philadelphia Light Dragoons and the Chester 


County Light Dragoons.*° At least 255 men enlisted in the Queen’s 
American Rangers. A total of about fourteen hundred men joined 
Tory forces in the Philadelphia area. Another 400 or so enlisted in 
the West Jersey Volunteers, which had both infantry and cavalry 


units.*! 


At Valley Forge, Washington was losing men while desperately 
trying to find food for those who stayed. After the Royal Navy took 
control of the Delaware River, Howe began getting most of his 
supplies via ships from New York. The British also foraged, buying 
provisions from farmers who defied Patriot threats against people 
who aided the enemy. British Regulars and armed Tories attacked 
Rebel foraging parties. Washington, who had a highly efficient 
intelligence system inside Philadelphia, usually knew when Howe 
was sending out foragers. But, because of desertions and fears of 


mutiny, Washington had to limit sorties against them.* 


The only good news at Valley Forge was the arrival in February 
1778 of Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, a former Prussian captain 
on the staff of Frederick the Great. Steuben was jobless in Paris 
when he was discovered by Ben Franklin, a recruiting officer as well 
as a diplomat. Steuben immediately impressed Washington. 


Steuben began by teaching the ragged, unruly men how to be 
soldiers who marched in formation and fired muskets on command. 
While his soldiers, under Steuben’s tutelage, began to coalesce into a 
fighting force, Washington made a new move to get food for his 
men. In January 1778, he turned to the commander of the local 
militia, Brig. Gen. John Lacey, a Quaker and, at twenty-five, the 
youngest Patriot general.4? Washington ordered Lacey to stop the 
“immense supplies” flowing to Philadelphia and to protect the 
meager provisions heading for Valley Forge. 


The “market people,” as the _ British suppliers were 
euphemistically known, included both committed Tories and 
apolitical war profiteers. With the addition of Tory infantry and 
cavalry units, Howe’s foraging expeditions became bigger and 
bolder and persistently eluded Lacey’s patrols. Many of the Tories 
pillaged from longtime neighbors and kidnapped others who were 
Rebel leaders. In one raid, twenty-six miles from Philadelphia, about 
forty Loyalists killed five militiamen, took thirty-two prisoners, and 
pillaged a wool mill, taking two thousand yards of cloth meant for 


Rebel uniforms.** 


Lacey did not have enough soldiers to stop the raids or the illegal 
trade. His frustration showed itself one day when his men stopped a 
farmer who was trying to smuggle a wagonload of produce to 
Philadelphia. The militiamen confiscated his goods and horse, tied 


thefarmer to a tree, and pelted him with his own eggs.*° By the end 
of March, Lacey was so angry that he proposed forcibly removing 
everyone in a wide swath of land between the Delaware and the 
Schuylkill rivers. Washington, who had enough problems with 


civilians in the area, rejected Lacey’s suggestion.*° 


Galloway’s operatives, who had been carefully tracking Lacey’s 
operations, provided Howe with information to plan a major attack 
on the militiamen. Howe decided to send a combined force of 
Regulars and Loyalists led by Maj. John G. Simcoe, regimental 


commander of the Queen’s American Rangers.*” 


A sign on an oddly shaped piece of wood marked the Crooked 
Billet Tavern on the old York road about sixteen miles north of 
Philadelphia. Here Lacey and four hundred militiamen were camped 
on the morning of May 1. They awakened to discover that they were 
surrounded and under attack. No matter where Lacey and his men 
turned they were targets for Simcoe’s infantrymen and cavalrymen. 


Survivors fled, firing as they ran, until Simcoe broke off the 
attack. Carrying away everything they could find in Lacey’s 
abandoned camp, Simcoe and his men returned to Philadelphia, 
where they sold their plunder and shared in the proceeds. On the 


battleground lay bodies of men who had been bayoneted, slashed by 
cutlasses, and burned. At least twenty-six militiamen were killed. 
Witnesses later swore in depositions that some militiamen had been 
killed after surrendering and that wounded men had been thrown to 


die into a burning stack of buckwheat straw.*® 


A week after the Crooked Billet raid, General Howe learned that his 
request to be relieved had been accepted and he was to be replaced 
by Lt. Gen. Sir Henry Clinton. British officials in London believed 
that the Rebels’ new French allies might lead an attack on New York 
or that a French fleet might blockade the Delaware. So Clinton was 
ordered to evacuate Philadelphia and take his army to theoretically 
threatened New York. 


To bid farewell to Howe, André—poet, artist, actor, musician, 
impresario—produced what he called a_ mischianza, meaning 
“medley” or “mixture” in Italian. The extravaganza began on the 
afternoon of May 18, with the boom of cannon salutes as a fleet of 
“Galleys, Barges, & flat boats, finely decorated” slowly moved down 
the Delaware River. The vessels sailed past flag-festooned ships 
along the wharves. Shipboard bands played “God Save the King,” 
and cheers went up from ships and shore. 


At the landing of an old riverside fort, the gala fleet disembarked 
its passengers—officers in their full regimentals, ladies richly 
gowned. They walked in a stately procession between ranks of 
soldiers and lines of mounted dragoons, up a gentle hill to the 
abandoned mansion of Thomas Wharton, a wealthy Quaker 


merchant who had been exiled to Virginia as a Tory.*? The 
promenade ended at a large square of lawn flanked by triumphal 
arches and grandstands, where the ladies and officers sat. In the 
front row were seven beautiful young women wearing flowing, 
Turkish-style gowns. Each wore a jeweled turban of a different 
color. 


As André described his creation, “A band of knights, dressed in 
ancient habits of white and red silk, and mounted on gray horses, 


richly caparisoned in trappings of the same colors,” rode to the 


center of the lawn.°° The chief of the knights was accompanied by 
two young black slaves, “with sashes and drawers of blue and white 
silk, wearing large silver clasps round their necks and arms.” The 
white knights were champions for the seven young women, who 
included the lovely Peggy Shippen, one of André’s favorite belles. 
He played the role of herald, proclaiming that she and the other 
ladies “excel in wit, beauty, and every accomplishment.” If anyone 
doubted that, the herald declared, let him show it “by deeds of 
arms.” 


Another band of knights, dressed in black and orange, galloped up 
and accepted the herald’s challenge. In a reenactment of a medieval 
joust, the chiefs of the white knights and the black knights “engaged 
furiously in single combat.” After the jousting the revelers walked 
into the mansion to dance in a ballroom “filled with drooping 
festoons of flowers in their natural colors.” 


At ten o’clock all stood at the windows and gasped at 
fireworksbursting over the river. At midnight “large folding-doors, 
hitherto artfully concealed,” suddenly opened and revealed a huge 
dining hall built by British Army engineers as a temporary addition 
to the mansion. Bowing before the 430 guests were “twenty-four 
black slaves in Oriental dresses, with silver collars and bracelets.” 
(All the slaves in the cast were in fact slaves.) 


Suddenly from the grounds came a rattle of gunfire and a flare of 
flame. Guests were told that it was all part of the celebration. But 
the roll of a drum, signaling alarm, told all the dancing officers that 
an attack had begun. After a few tense moments the gunfire and the 
alarm ceased. Cavalrymen out of Valley Forge, staging their own 
mischievous mischianza, had sneaked to nearby redoubts, poured 
whale oil over timber barricades, set them afire, and galloped away. 
Sentries fired at them, but they all escaped.°! The party, interrupted 
by the short and mysterious absence of a few officers, went on until 
dawn. 


Andre’s flamboyant description of his production shocked many 
who read it in London. One newspaper called the fete “nauseous.” 
Philadelphia Quakers were also aghast, as was a former Quaker, 
Edward Shippen IV, Peggy’s father. He was one of many wealthy 
Philadelphians who, having decided to remain in the city, had tried 
to maintain a delicate political balance. A former royal judge and an 
Anglican convert, he talked like a Tory and lived like a Tory. And 
there was Peggy Shippen starring in the mischianza, which flagrantly 
displayed support of Howe and the British occupiers. The timing 
could not have been worse, for the British were about to evacuate 


the city, exposing people like Shippen to Rebel justice.°7 


Aware of the Continental Army’s desertions and the Tory 
temptations to wavering Patriots, Congress decided that officers 
should declare their loyalty to the United States and, in a solemn 
oath, renounce George III, his heirs, and anyone who aided the 


king.°° At Valley Forge on May 30, Maj. Gen. Benedict Arnold was 
one of the officers who placed his hand upon a Bible, swore the 
oath, wrote hisname and rank on a small piece of paper with the 


“Oath of Allegiance” printed on it, and signed the paper.** 


Arnold, limping from his most recent wound, could not take a 
field command. From spies in Philadelphia, Washington had learned 
that the British Army was secretly preparing to pull out of the city. 
He offered Arnold a new assignment, which he accepted: military 
governor of Philadelphia, eastern Pennsylvania, and southern New 


Jersey, with headquarters in Philadelphia.°° 


As the Royal Navy had often demonstrated, its ships could carry 
troops to their destination by sea better than their feet could on 
land. But General Clinton was overwhelmed by frightened Tories 
begging to be taken to the Tory stronghold of New York along with 
his army. The Tories did not want to face their Patriot neighbors 
after the British left. So Clinton decided he would take his troops to 
New York by land. The Tories—some five thousand men, women, 


and children—would, like their predecessors in Boston, flee by 


sea.°© Men dragged carts and wagons, “laden with dry goods and 
household furniture, ... through the streets ... to the wharves for 
want of horses.” Many of the possessions that reached the ships 
were thrown overboard by sailors making room for military 


supplies.°” 


Supplies and ammunition that the army would have loaded onto 
ships now had to be moved overland. When Clinton began his 
march to New York on June 18, 1778, he needed more than fifteen 
hundred horse-drawn wagons, carrying not only supplies for an 
army on the march but also loot taken from Patriot homes. In one of 
those wagons were books, musical instruments, scientific apparatus, 
a portrait of Ben Franklin, and other loot taken by Captain André 
from Franklin’s home, where André had lived during the occupation 


of the city.°° Soon to be promoted to major, André would serve in 
New York on Clinton’s staff as his principal intelligence officer. 


Behind the wagon train and on its flanks were Loyalist units and 
Tory refugees who missed the ships to New York, adding themselves 


and their own plunder to a line of march about twelve miles long.°? 
Rebel militia cavalrymen followed the evacuees, snatching a few 
members of the Loyalist baggage guard and making them prisoners. 


As the train passed through New Jersey, tardy Tory refugees joined 
the march, many of them drawn to the protection of the Queen’s 


American Rangers.©° 


On June 19 Washington’s new army, disciplined and confident, 
marched out of Valley Forge in pursuit of the British. Around 
sundown that day a small force under Major General Arnold entered 
Philadelphia to occupy it under military rule until the civilian 
government and Congress returned. Seated in a coach-and-four, 
Arnold rode up to the Penn Mansion, which had been Howe’s 


headquarters. Thousands of people cheered, this time for the 
Patriots. Howe’s men had left behind a city full of wrecked houses, 
gutted Presbyterian churches, and looted stores. Some grand homes 
had been left untouched, one of them belonging to the Shippen 
family.°! 

Patriots hastily formed a municipal government, which 
confiscated the property of Galloway, the Allens, and other leading 
Loyalists. Eventually Rebel officials exiled the wives and children of 
Tory men who had left Philadelphia; women who defied the 
banishment were put in the workhouse until they could give 


security that they would leave the state and never return.©7 


Rebel officials were empowered to collect from alleged Tories not 
only their weapons but even their shoes and stockings. A new 
ordinance authorized the seizure of the personal estates and effects 
of anyone who then or in the future joined Loyalist regiments or in 
any way aided “the King’s army.” College or academy faculty 
members, along with all schoolmasters, merchants, traders, lawyers, 
doctors, druggists, notaries, and clerks, could be fired and fined if 


they did not swear allegiance to the Patriots.°° 


On the road to New York, Pennsylvania militiamen were shadowing 
Clinton, sending information back to General Washington. By June 
26 the departing army had reached Monmouth Court House (now 
Freehold, New Jersey), about thirty-five miles from ships waiting 
toferry the troops and supplies from New Jersey across New York 
Bay to New York City. The soldiers camped around a road flanked 
by ravines and leading across a bridge to a stretch of swampy land. 
Beyond were high grounds and a better road that would speed up 
the march to the ships. Washington chose to strike before Howe’s 
men reached that road. 

When the two armies clashed, clouds of dust swirled through 
ninety-degree heat. Scattered units of British and American forces 
were spread across a battlefield that covered some twenty miles. 


Soldiers on both sides dropped from heat exhaustion. One of the 
Continental wings was commanded by Maj. Gen. Charles Lee, 
recently exchanged and back from his comfortable sojourn as a 
coddled captive in New York City. Lee had argued against 
Washington’s decision to fight Clinton on the march, suggesting that 
he be allowed to reach New York. But Washington had made up his 
mind, and he ordered Lee to pounce on the British rear guard, 


which was separated from the main force, on June 28.°* 


Lee failed to fight. Instead he ordered a retreat. “Grating as this 
order was to our feelings,” Pvt. Joseph Plumb Martin later wrote, 
“we were obliged to comply.” Martin was sitting by the side of a 
road when an infuriated Washington rode up to Lee. Martin was 
close enough to Washington to hear him ask officers by whose order 
the troops were retreating. Washington rode off, and Martin 
believed he said, “Damn him!” Whatever his words, Martin thought 
Washington “seemed at the instant to be in a great passion.” He 
gathered Lafayette and other officers around him and started calmly 
giving new orders while, Martin later wrote, British cannon shells 


were “rending up the earth all around him.”°° 


When Washington asked the bewildered retreating soldiers if they 
could fight, they answered him with three cheers. “His presence 


stopped the retreat,” Lafayette later wrote.°° The battle ended with 
both Americans and British settling down for a night of rest. Before 
dawn Clinton ordered the rejoining of the rear unit, the wagon 
train, and the rest of his troops, and the reconnected army slipped 
away on the road to New York. Washington did not attempt to 
attackhim again. Although the British successfully escaped, the 
Americans claimed a victory, marred by Lee’s order to retreat. Lee’s 
disobedience, along with his subsequent ranting to and about 
Washington, led to his being court-martialed. Lee’s behavior 
inspired a duel in which he was wounded. He was dismissed from 
the Continental Army; and, long after his lonely death, revelations 
surfaced about the strategic plan he had treacherously presented to 


General Howe.°7 


In the spring of 1778, as better days were dawning at Valley Forge, 
Washington had received a routine letter from a young Pennsylvania 
officer reporting on legal matters concerning two civilian prisoners. 
After giving his equally routine reply, Washington spewed a 
surprising diatribe: “With respect to your future treatment of the 
Tories, the most effectual way of putting a stop to their traiterous 
practices, will be shooting some of the most notorious offenders 
wherever they can be found in flagrante delicto. This summary 
punishment inflicted on a few leading traitors will probably strike 
terror into others and deter them from exposing themselves to a 


similar fate.”©° Washington’s outrage was understandable. Tories 
and Tory sympathizers had been starving his soldiers while feeding 
the British occupiers of Philadelphia. 


A short time after suggesting that Tories be shot, Washington got 
news about the shadowy role that Tories and Indians were playing 
on the frontier. An officer, on home leave in Wilkes-Barre in 
northeastern Pennsylvania, learned that a combined force of armed 
Tories and Indians was planning an attack on a nearby settlement 
called Wyoming Valley, on the Susquehanna River. He rushed to 
York, where Congress’s Board of War still had its headquarters, and 
asked that men be released to defend their homes. On June 19, as 
Washington was heading out of Valley Forge in pursuit of General 
Clinton, a member of the board wrote a letter to the commander in 


chief asking for the release of men from the threatened settlement.°? 


Already, desperate men were heading for Wyoming Valley— 
somewith orders, some without, some led by officers who had 
resigned commissions, all moving faster than the letters and 
documents that were churning through the Continental Army and 


the Board of War.’”° Washington approved the sending of the men to 
Wyoming Valley. But he knew that soon he would have to send far 
more to rescue the entire frontier. 


* The prestigious Queen’s American Rangers, the Second Battalion of the New Jersey 


Volunteers, and a detachment of the Royal Guides and _ Pioneers. See 


ToriesFightingForTheKing.com for information about Loyalist military units. 
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VENGEANCE IN THE VALLEYS 


Atonc THE Nortuern Frontier, May 1778-Marcu 1782 


I have had a meeting with several of the principal Chiefs of the Seneca 
Nation... . There is just now a party of Senakies come in who have had an 
action with a number of Rebel forces on the Ohio, in which the Indians ... 


took two prisoners & thirteen scalps. 


—Letter from Col. John Butler to Sir Guy Carleton! 


e war against the homes and farms of Pennsylvania’s Wyoming 
Valley was rooted in an episode during Burgoyne’s Saratoga 
campaign. Sir John Johnson’s frontier comrade in arms, Col. John 

Butler, had led the band of Indians and Tories who ambushed Brig. 
Gen. Nicholas Herkimer and his men in the ravine at Oriska. 
Governor Carleton, impressed by Butler’s performance, authorized 
him to raise a corps of eight companies of Tory Rangers “to serve 
with the Indians, as occasion shall require.” 


At least two of the companies, Carleton said, had to have men 
capable of “speaking the Indian language and acquainted with their 


customs of making war.”* Butler and his recruiters would eventually 
enlist more than nine hundred men of all ranks. The corps, known 
as Butler’s Rangers, would fight frontier Rebels in New York and 
Pennsylvania, in the wild Virginia territory that would become 
Kentucky and West Virginia, and in the Old Northwest, which would 
become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and part of 
Minnesota. 


Many of the earliest recruits were descendants of German 
immigrants who lived in the Mohawk Valley. Others included 


Loyalists who called themselves Refugees. They had entered Canada 
from New York and Pennsylvania, leaving behind homes and farms 
that Rebels then confiscated. While recruiting these Refugees and 
Loyalist Indians, Butler created a network of spies and operatives 
stretching as far as New York City and Philadelphia. One of his 
agents guided escaped British prisoners to the safety of Canada. 
Butler also made use of information gleaned from deserters from the 
Continental Army and runaway slaves drawn to the Tories by the 


promise of freedom.’ Butler’s own Indians spotted Oneida and 
Delaware—Indians friendly to the Rebels—attempting to penetrate 


Butler’s network.‘ 


Ranger headquarters was at Fort Niagara, which the British had 
taken from the French in 1759. The fort stood on the western bank 
of the Niagara River (now Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada). Rangers’ 
families settled there, keeping livestock and growing wheat, oats, 


corn, and potatoes.° Strategically the fort gave Butler and his 
Mohawk ally, Capt. Joseph Brant, an entryway to the fertile river 
valleys of northern New York. Butler and Brant had met with Indian 
leaders and, in Butler’s words to Carleton, they “express the greatest 
desire to join me in an attack on the Frontiers of the Rebellious 


Colonies.”° The Indians had dealt with British officials for 
generations, building a sense of trust. 


A frontier raid did not always produce a written record. In 
obscure places people fought, people lived or died, and tales of 
atrocities spread and grew by word of mouth. Raids were not battles 
to be chronicled in the history of a Tory regiment. But the record of 
one early raid does survive. In May 1778, about three hundred 
white and Indian Tories, led by Brant, pounced on Cobleskill, thirty- 
five miles or so west of Schenectady. The hamlet consisted of about 
twentyfamilies living along a three-mile stretch of a small river 
valley. Tories marked Cobleskill as a Rebel outpost with its own 
militia. Unlike many other isolated communities, the town was not 
fortified. 


People of the embattled valleys usually lived around a fort. 
Typically it would have bastions jutting out at corners or along a 
side as strongpoints of defense. Major forts encompassed a large- 
enough area to accommodate nearby families. Emergency makeshift 
forts were also built around stone houses or churches. Beyond the 
fort were earthworks and perhaps a stockade enclosing tents or 
cabins. During times of sowing or harvesting, when farmers were 
most vulnerable, families made temporary homes within the 
stockade or in the fort itself. Farmers went out to their fields in the 
morning, armed with their muskets or escorted by militiamen, and 
returned to the fort at the end of day. 


At the sound of alarm—such as three shots from a cannon— 
people fled to the fort. Able-bodied men mustered, prepared to sally 
out and defend the fort; older men became a fort guard. Some 
women cared for babies and young children. Other women and 
older children prepared places where they would care for the 
wounded, or they built fires for heating iron pots for melting down 


lead, which they poured into bullet molds.” 


When militia scouts reported seeing Indians near Cobleskill in 
May 1778, there was no local fort to run to. The captain of the 
militia sent men to ask for help at the nearest fort, about ten miles 
away. Officers there immediately sent thirty-three Continental Army 
men under Capt. William Patrick of Massachusetts. The Continentals 
joined fifteen militiamen who had assembled at a house chosen as 
headquarters. Scouts went out, encountered two Indians, and shot 
one dead. 


Two days later scouts reported a large force of Indians and white 
men approaching Cobleskill. Patrick marched his men toward the 
invaders and spotted about twenty Indians. Against the advice of the 
local militiamen, he pursued them. The militiamen’s instinct was 
right: Patrick had led his men into an ambush. Musket fire burst out 
of the forest. 


The ambushed soldiers and their foes took cover behind trees, 
firing at close range. Men fell on both sides. Patrick was fatally shot, 


as were two men trying to carry him away. The surviving 
Continentals and militiamen retreated, sprinting when they reached 
open ground. Five men sought refuge in a house. It was vacant, as 
were all the other houses, because people had run into the woods at 
the sound of musketry. The pursuers stopped to focus on killing the 
men in the house and burning it down. 


The rest of the soldiers were able to flee while the raiders 
concentrated on plundering and then torching the houses. They also 
burned down barns, set haystacks afire, and killed or stole 


livestock.® Militiamen recognized some of the white Loyalists, but 
Butler was not among them. Later a Tory accused of helping the 
raiders was shot dead while attempting to escape from members of a 
Committee of Safety. He was one of several Tories killed by frontier 


Rebels dispensing their own justice.’ 


Of the estimated twenty-five raiders who were killed in the 
firefight, most were Indians. Militiamen arrived after the battle and 
buried the bodies of fourteen of Patrick’s soldiers. The bodies of the 
five men who had entered the house had been “Butchered in the 
most Inhuman manner,” a militia officer reported. Ten houses and 
barns were in ashes, and “Horses, Cows, Sheep &c. lay dead all over 
the fields.” A total of twenty-two defenders were reported killed and 
six wounded. At least two were captured, including a Continental 
officer—whose life was said to have been spared when Brant, a 
Mason, saw him giving the secret Masonic sign that was an appeal 


for help.'° 


Until July 1778 Wyoming Valley remained untouched by the raiders 
—but not by bloodshed. For decades the area had been the 
battleground of a civil war between Pennsylvanians and people from 
Connecticut who had settled in the valley in 1754 and later founded 
Wilkes-Barre. They had based their claim on Connecticut’s 1663 
charter, which gave the colony land as far westward as the Pacific 
Coast. What became known as the Yankee-Pennamite War was 
punctuated by small battles and some wanton killings. The feuding 


people of the valley setaside the land dispute at the beginning of the 


Revolution but were still divided as Rebels and Tories.!! 


The bountiful valley was called the breadbasket of the Revolution, 
making it a prime military objective. The valley also had strategic 
value: If Butler and his Tory-Indian force could gain control of the 
valley, western New York and western Pennsylvania would be open 
to attack from Canada. And Wyoming Valley, rich in crops but 
scarce of people, looked particularly vulnerable to Butler. Because of 
its clouded political status, neither Pennsylvania nor Connecticut 
was Clearly responsible for protecting the valley. 


Late in June, Butler assembled about four hundred Rangers and 
Sir John Johnson’s green-uniformed King’s Royal Regiment, along 
with about five hundred Iroquois, for his biggest and boldest raid. 
The invasion began when an advance party of Indians attacked men 
working in fields. The Indians killed and scalped three of them and 
took two prisoners whom they later tortured and killed. Survivors of 
the attacks slipped away and carried news of the invaders to two of 
the forts. 


The next day, July 1, two men at Fort Wintermoot, on the Susque- 
hanna opposite Wilkes-Barre, volunteered to scout the area for the 
invaders. Longtime residents and members of the family the fort was 
named after, they were trusted neighbors. They were also secret 
Tories, and their scouting was for Butler, not their neighbors. They 


led him to a good bivouac site near, but not visible from, the fort.!? 


The Wintermoot scouts returned to the fort with an officer from 
Butler’s Rangers. The gates were opened, and the three entered. The 
officer, in Butler’s name, demanded surrender, promising that Butler 
would not harm the fort’s men, women, and children. One man 
moved to resist. His wife was at his side, grasping a pitchfork. But 
they stood alone. The fort was handed over to Butler, who later 
appeared with most of his force and made Fort Wintermoot his 
headquarters. A detachment of Rangers, including some who were 
former local residents, went to a second, smaller fort, which also 


surrendered.!2 


The strongest fort in the valley, Fort Forty, along the banks of the 
Susquehanna, became the headquarters of the Patriots’ armed 
defenders. The fort was named after its builders, the forty settlers 
who had come from Connecticut in 1770 to press that colony’s claim 


for the valley.!4 Now it sheltered hundreds of women, children, and 
armed men. When Butler demanded that Fort Forty surrender, the 
settlers gathered there refused to give up. 


On July 3 they assembled a defending force: “two hundred and 
thirty enrolled men, and seventy old people, boys, civil magistrates, 


and other volunteers.”!° As they marched from the fort, three men 
came galloping up on exhausted horses. They were two Continental 
Army officers, Lt. Phineas Pierce and Capt. Robert Durkee, and 
Durkee’s black servant, Gershom Prince. They had ridden through 
the night to reach Fort Forty and report that a company of soldiers 
was on the way. Seeing the fort’s defenders heading out to battle, 
they realized that the rescue force would arrive too late. 


Durkee and Prince, like many people of Wyoming Valley, had 
been born in Connecticut and later settled in the disputed 
Pennsylvania land. They, along with Gershom Prince, were veterans 
of the French and Indian War. They had served at Valley Forge and 


the Battles of Brandywine and Paoli.'° The three joined the defense 
force, which had left the fort not quite sure where or when the 
battle would be. Then they saw flames rising from Fort Wintermoot 
and headed toward it. 


Butler, expecting the fire to lure a rescue force, had drawn them 
into a trap. As the Fort Forty force neared Wintermoot, they saw the 
invaders in a clearing, arrayed in a line for battle. Butler had taken 
off his uniform jacket and hat and wore a black kerchief knotted 


around his head.!” The defenders formed a line themselves and 
advanced. 


Hidden Indian marksmen cut them down. Every company officer 
was mortally wounded or killed at the head of his men. Indian 
musketry, tomahawks, and war whoops set off a rout. Durkee, 
wounded, was dragged away by another Continental officer who 


had made it to Wyoming Valley in time for the battle. Seeing that 
the officer had a chance to flee, Durkee told him to run on alone. 
The officer joined a number of other officers and men who managed 
to escape. As Durkee lay dying, an Indian tomahawked and scalped 


him.!® Nearby was the body of Gershom Prince. Afterward a powder 
horn was found. Inscribed on it was 


GARSHOM PRINCE HIS HORN MADE AT CROWNPOINT SEPTM. YE 3RD DAY, 1761 
PRINCE NEGRO HIS HORNM.* 19 
Butler, in his report on the “incursion,” wrote, “Our fire was so 
close, and well directed, that the affair was soon over, not lasting 
above half an hour, from the time they gave us the first fire till their 
flight. In this action were taken 227 Scalps and only five prisoners. 
The Indians were so exasperated with their loss last year near Fort 
Stanwix that it was with the greatest difficulty I could save the lives 


of those few ... indeed the Indians gave no Quarter.”*° Left unsaid 
was the amount of bounty paid for each scalp. In enumerating the 
scalps taken, Butler confined his estimate to armed foes, but local 
people claimed that many unarmed men, women, and children had 
been killed. 


Adam Crysler, a Loyalist friend of Brant who became a lieutenant 
in Butler’s Rangers, went beyond Butler’s casualty figure. In his 
journal Crysler wrote, “I went to Wyoming, New York, where we 


killed about 460 of the enemy.”2! By Patriot estimates about sixty 
invaders were killed, but Butler reported to Carleton the deaths of 


only one Indian and two Rangers.?? 


After the rout Fort Forty surrendered. Under the surrender terms 
“property taken from the people called Tories” was to be returned, 
and the Tories themselves were to “remain in peaceable possession 
of their farms, and unmolested in a free trade throughout this 


settlement.”2° 


Although Butler had promised that non-Tory homes would not be 
plundered, the raiders burned down every structure in sight. In his 


report he said he and his men “destroyed eight pallisaded Forts, and 
burned about 1000 Dwelling Houses, all their Mills &c., we have 
also killed and drove off about 1000 head of horned Cattle, and 
sheep and swine in great numbers, took away all the cattle they 


could drive, and killed the remainder.”2 


Butler later insisted that he could not control pillaging. Tales of 
looting, torture, and atrocities spread panic throughout the region. 
Survivors claimed to have seen a local Tory fatally shoot his Rebel 


brother as he attempted to surrender.*° He was one of the numerous 
men said to have been killed after asking for quarter—a long- 
honored plea for mercy. One of the stories told by survivors 
involved a regal Indian woman who ordered sixteen captured 
militiamen to sit in a circle, and then, passing behind them, 
smashed their skulls, one by one, with her war club. Men who 
survived the battle identified her as Queen Esther, a matriarch of 


Seneca and French descent well known in the valley.2° A powerful 
woman among the Seneca, she was given the title “queen” by 


settlers. One of her sons was identified as a raider.?” 


After the attack people swarmed out of the area, clogging roads 
and crowding into boats to escape down the Susquehanna. “I never 
in my life saw such scenes of distress,” a Patriot wrote. “The river 
and roads leading down it were covered with men, women, and 


children fleeing for their lives.”2° A woman and her daughter, both 
widowed by the battle, walked all the way to their native 
Connecticut. Many other civilians temporarily fled into the marshes 


and mountains, where an unknown number died.?? 


Washington soon learned what had happened at Wyoming Valley. 
He sent Col. Thomas Hartley, like Durkee a Pennsylvanian veteran 
of the Brandywine and Paoli battles, to the area of the raid. 
Hartley’s orders, as he described them, were “to make war on the 


savages of America instead of on Britain.”?° Leading about 250 men 
on a two-week expedition into Indian country near Wyoming Valley, 


Hartley killed at least ten Indians while losing four of his men. He 
rescuedsixteen persons captured by Indians in raids along the 
Susquehanna River and destroyed four Indian towns, including one 
said to have been ruled by Queen Esther. He also took about fifty 
head of cattle, twenty-eight canoes, and an assortment of items 
claimed to have been stolen by the Indians. To pay for the 
expedition he auctioned off his acquisitions, some of which had 


belonged to indignant people who had to bid for their own goods.*! 


In September, Captain Brant and his Loyalist Indians reacted to 
Hartley’s war on the savages with an attack in the upper Mohawk 
Valley. Brant’s target was Andrustown, a fertile tract of farmland 
called the German Flats, after the immigrants whose axes had 
cleared the land. Brant especially despised Andrustown because 
many of its residents were militiamen who had killed his Indians at 
Oriska. The village was all but deserted; many of its fearful residents 
had moved closer to Fort Herkimer, returning to their farms only 
when they had to. 


On September 17 a few people were in Andrustown gathering hay 
when a large group of Indians and Tories suddenly appeared. 
Indians fatally shot a father, his son, and another young man, then 
took their scalps. More raiders followed and, after ransacking the 
houses for booty, burned every building. Andrustown was never 


rebuilt.°* Details of the attack reached British headquarters in New 
York, where an intelligence officer noted, “Indians wanted to 
subdue German Flats ... indeed at all times the Indians Scalped all 


the Rebels they met, but Joseph [Brant] restrained them.”?° 


The following month an improvised force of Continentals and 
militiamen avenged Andrustown by attacking Brant’s headquarters, 
Unadilla. The large village, fifty miles west of German Flats, was at 
the confluence of the Susquehanna and Unadilla rivers. As soon as 
Brant and his Mohawks learned of the coming attack they 
abandoned Unadilla. “It was the finest Indian town I ever saw; on 
both sides of the River; there was about 40 good houses, Square 
logs, shingles & stone chimneys, good Floors, glass windows, etc.,” a 


Continental officer reported. The avengers burned the forty houses, 
torched two thousand bushels of corn, and destroyed a sawmill and 


a gristmill.*4 


Vengeance would soon follow vengeance in the person of Capt. 
Walter Butler, John Butler’s son. Walter, the spy who had been 
captured by Benedict Arnold, had been held prisoner in Albany 
under a reprieved death sentence. He was first thrown into a nasty 
jail infamous for its wormy food. Then, after feigning illness, he was 
transferred to a private Albany home that happened to belong to a 
Tory. He easily escaped and rode off on a donated horse. Traveling 
by night and aided by Tories along the way, he reached Ranger 
headquarters at Niagara seething with a desire for revenge. While 
he had been a prisoner, Guy Carleton, citing Walter’s “loyalty, 
courage and good conduct,” appointed him a captain who was to 


“serve with the Indians.”°° 


Walter’s choice for a raid, blessed by his father, was Cherry 
Valley, fifty miles west of Albany, and, like Wyoming Valley, a 


thriving farming region.°° Walter mobilized two hundred Rangers, 
fifty British Army volunteers, three hundred Seneca warriors, and 
three hundred of Brant’s Volunteers, a mix of whites and Indians. 
Brant led them reluctantly because, as a veteran leader, he resented 


being under young Walter’s command.°” 


By the time a typical raid began, people, warned beforehand, had 
fled to safety in a fort, leaving nearby houses virtually deserted. But 
this raid was a surprise, and the makeshift fort guarding the area 
was ill prepared. Many civilians and officers—including the fort 
commander, Col. Ichabod Alden—lived in cabins outside the fort. 
Alden had ignored warnings that an attack was imminent. 


On November 10, 1778, the raiders arrived silently, shrouded in a 
thick fog that rose from the snow-covered ground. While some 
attacked the fort, others surrounded the cabins, killing Alden and 


other officers as they rushed out to defend the fort. The raid turned 
into a rampage. One officer had boarded with Robert Wells, a judge 
who had been a close friend of Walter Butler’s father. After killing 
the officer, raiders slew Wells, his wife, his brother and sister, three 
sons, and his daughter. Judge Wells was said to have been killed by 


a Loyalist who knew him, perhaps Walter Butler himself.*® 


People in the fort could hear screams and see flames rising from 
cabins and barns. The next day, after the attackers had left, men 
were sent out from the fort to bring in the dead. “Such a shocking 
sight my eyes never beheld before of savage and brutal barbarity,” 
one of the officers wrote in his diary. He saw a “husband mourning 
over his dead wife with four dead children lying by her side, 
mangled, scalpt, and some their heads, some their legs and arms cut 
off, some torn the flesh off their bones by their dogs—12 of one 


family killed and four of them burnt in his house.”?? There were 
thirty-two bodies of civilians, most of them women and children. 
Sixteen soldiers were also killed. The burning of the valley left 182 


settlers homeless.*° 
The murders were blamed on Indians, but survivors said they saw 


Loyalists amid the carnage.*! A man identified as a Tory sergeant 
named Newbury was seen murdering a young girl by driving a 


tomahawk into her skull.4? In a letter to Major General Schuyler of 
the Continental Army, Walter Butler later denied responsibility for 
the murders: “I have done everything in my power to restrain the 
fury of the Indians from hurting women and children, or killing the 
prisoners who fell into our hands.” He went on to make his 
prisoners essentially hostages to the fate of his mother and young 
siblings, who had been held by the Patriots ever since Walter and 
his father fled to Canada in 1776. 


“T am sure you are conscious that Colonel Butler or myself have 
no desire that your women or children should be hurt,” he 
continued in the letter. “But, be assured, that if you persevere in 
detaining my father’s family with you, that we shall no longer take 
the same pains to restrain the Indians from prisoners, women and 


children, that we have heretofore done.”*? Schuyler had been 
relieved of his commission, so the letter was answered by Brig. Gen. 
James Clinton, who referred to what Butler had written as a threat. 
But Clinton began making the arrangements that would eventually 
send Mrs. Butler and her children to a reunion with John Butler. 


Stirred by outcries over the Wyoming and Cherry valley raids, 
Congress directed Washington to send the Continental Army against 
the Indians and their Tory allies. Washington responded by ordering 
what would be history’s first large-scale attack on Indians by an 
American armed force. He put Maj. Gen. John Sullivan in command 
of an expedition “against the hostile tribes of the Six Nations of 
Indians, with their associates and adherents.” 


Washington ordered “the total destruction and devastation of 
their settlements, and the capture of as many prisoners of every age 
and sex as possible. It will be essential to ruin their crops now in the 
ground & prevent their planting more.” He went on to suggest that 
his attacks be “attended with as much impetuosity, shouting, and 
noise, as possible” and that the troops “rush on with the war-whoop 
and fixed bayonet. Nothing will disconcert and terrify the Indians 
more than this.” If any Indians tried to negotiate a peace, he said, 
they were to be dealt with only if they showed their sincerity “by 
delivering up some of the principal instigators of their past hostility 


into our hands: Butler, Brant, the most mischievous of the Tories.”“4 


Sullivan led more than twenty-three hundred troops, most of them 
Continentals. At an Indian village called Tioga Point (now Athens, 
Pennsylvania), he rendezvoused with Brigadier General Clinton, 
who added his fourteen hundred Continentals to the campaign of 
retribution and destruction. On the Fort Pitt frontier to the west, a 
third, smaller expedition was ordered to head up the Allegheny 
River valley to begin a similar slash-and-burn foray against the 


western villages of the Six Nations.*° 


While Clinton was in Canajoharie, New York, waiting for his 
troops to assemble, local militiamen captured two Butler Rangers— 
Sgt. William Newbury and Lt. Henry Hare—lurking near Clinton’s 
troops. The spies had lived in the area until they went off with 
recruiting parties to Canada. Tried by a court-martial, they were 
found guilty and sentenced to death for spying. The hangings, 
Clinton wrote his wife, “were done ... to the great satisfaction of all 
the inhabitants of that place who were friends of their country, as 
they were known tobe very active in almost all the murders that 
were committed on the frontiers.” Before being hanged, Newbury, 
the father of six, confessed to the tomahawk slaying of a young girl 
during the Cherry Valley raid. Hare admitted that he had killed and 


scalped one of the girls slain outside Fort Stanwix in 1777.*° 


John Butler had only about three hundred Rangers to oppose the 
mighty Sullivan-Clinton force because his Indian allies, preferring 
retreat to annihilation, offered little resistance to any of the three 


armies.*” Brant and Walter Butler set up an ambush to slow down 
Sullivan. But, outmaneuvered, the ambushers fled northward to 
Niagara as the troops swept through the Iroquois country, burning 
villages and crops, sometimes avenging past atrocities with a few of 
their own. Some soldiers scalped Indians they had killed. An officer 
told of finding two dead Indians whose bodies he then had skinned 
“from their hips down for boot legs ... one pair for the Major the 


other for my-self.”4° Civilian Rebels joined the troops one day, 
locked an old Indian woman and a boy in a cabin, and set it afire.*? 


After one of the few armed encounters, surviving Indians went off 
with two captured Continentals. Comrades later found their bodies: 
“The Indians ... tied them up & whipped them prodigiously, pulled 
out their finger and toe nails, cut out their tongues, stuck spears and 
darts through them & set the Leuts [lieutenant’s] head on a log with 


the mouth open: we could not find the other head.”°° 


As part of the Sullivan expedition, a detachment marched from 
Fort Stanwix and crossed Oneida Lake to raze the principal 
settlement of the Onondaga, who had not taken either the Tory or 
Rebel side. Leaders of the Oneida, allies of the Patriots, begged the 
Continentals not to attack the Onondaga, stressing their neutrality. 
But expedition officers dismissed the claim. The Continentals 
reported slaying twelve Onondaga, destroying about fifty log 
houses, burning “a large quantity of Corn and Beans,” and killing “a 


number of fine horses & every other kind of Stock we found.”°! The 
attack turned the Onandaga into foes of the Patriots. 


Sullivan went about as far north as Genesee, New York. His 
expedition produced devastation as methodical as Washington had 
ordered. In a report to Congress, Sullivan said that “every creek and 
River has been traced” and “not a single town left” in the Iroquois 
country. His men had wiped out at least forty villages and, by 
Sullivan’s “moderate computation,” had destroyed at least 160,000 
bushels of corn. In one large village soldiers cut down fifteen 


hundred peach trees.°? 


Indian families, fleeing before the soldiers and carrying few 
belongings, sought refuge at the British base at Niagara, more than 
one hundred miles beyond Genesee. Thousands became homeless 
people seeking help. By the time the first of them reached Niagara, 
the chill of autumn was in the air, a prelude to the most severe 
winter in memory. The Butlers and other Loyalists built huts around 
the fort for the more than five thousand Indians gathered there. 
Food was scarce, and hunters risked freezing to death when they 
sought game. Hunger, cold, and disease killed an unknown number 


of the Indian refugees—perhaps hundreds.°? 


Originally Washington had hoped that the western force sent up 
the Allegheny River valley would link up with the Sullivan-Clinton 
expedition in a great sweep that would subdue the entire Iroquois 
Nation. But, fearing that he would be overextending his forces, 
Washington changed his mind and left the western commander to 
venture on his own. The Allegheny Valley expedition, which did not 


lose a man, reported extensive destruction, burning down thirty-five 
houses, including some large enough to shelter three or four 
families, and putting the torch to fifteen hundred acres of corn. The 
western Indians also fled toward Niagara. In their flight, they left 
behind packets of trade pelts and other valuables, which the 


invaders seized as booty.*4 


The western campaign turned that frontier into a cauldron of 
competing foes. Virginia and Pennsylvania argued over where their 
boundary should be drawn. Settlers, thinking the frontier had been 
freed of the Indian menace, began heading westward. Among them 
were Tories escaping persecution and seeking the protection of 
territory around British-held Detroit. Patriots feared that Tories 
would seize lead mines, vital to Rebel ammunition production, on 
the western Virginia frontier. A Virginia militia force swooped down 
on a Loyalist settlement near the mines and reported, “Shot one, 
Hanged one, and whipt several.” The Virginia House of Delegates 
confiscated the Loyalists’ land and lauded the militiamen for 
“supressing a late conspiracy and insurrection on the frontiers of 
this State.” Skirmishes between western Tories and Rebels would 


continue through the war.°° 


The Sullivan-Clinton expedition inspired small hit-and-run 


vengeance raids that began soon after the new year.°© Then, in May 
1780, Sir John Johnson mobilized a force of more than five hundred 
men, made up of Indians and companies of his own King’s Royal 
Regiment. Loyalist boatmen took the raiders down Lake Champlain 
to a landing below Crown Point, where they went ashore to begin 
an overland trek. One detachment went directly with Johnson to his 
birthplace, Johnstown, New York. At Johnson Hall his men dug up 
two barrels of family silver plate that he had buried before his flight 
to Canada in 1776. The treasure, carefully inventoried, went into 


Loyalist knapsacks for the return trip.°” 


A second detachment struck settlements south of the town, 
burning 120 houses, barns, and mills. They killed or wounded 
several men who were considered special enemies or were simply 


defending their homes. Some Tories were also killed and scalped by 
mistake in a frenzy of looting and burning. At sunset, on a hill in 
one settlement, lost dogs from smoldering homes joined the dogs of 
missing masters, and the forsaken pack howled deep into the 


night.°® 


Rebel militiamen and Continentals belatedly responded to the 
raid. Johnson eluded them, even though he was burdened by his 
silver plate and a couple of dozen prisoners. He had also rounded up 
143 Loyalist men, women, and children who had been living 
fearfully in Rebel territory. Pursuers finally got on Johnson’s trail as 
his fiery nineteen-day invasion was ending. When Johnson, his men, 
and their guests boarded bateaux for their return voyage, the 
pursuers were right behind. But they had neither the boats nor 
provisions to continue their pursuit. 


The Johnson raid raised Loyalist morale in the borderland, 
deprived the Continental Army of food, and aided recruitment. With 
their families safe at Niagara, many of the Tory men Johnson had 
rescued signed up for the King’s Royal Regiment, completing the 


muster of one battalion and starting a second.°? 


Sir Frederick Haldimand, Guy Carleton’s successor as “Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over our Province of Quebec 
in America,” believed that, in the wake of Burgoyne’s stunning 
defeat, a new invasion of Canada was likely. He saw the Rebel 
settlements of the frontier as a potential staging area for a strike 


across the border.°° To diminish that threat—and stop the flow of 
grain to the Continental Army—he ordered attacks on the people 
and crops of the Schoharie and Mohawk valleys. 


Haldimand, born in Switzerland in 1718, became an officer in the 
Prussian army at the age of twenty-two. On the eve of the French 
and Indian War, as a soldier of fortune, he joined the Royal 
Americans, who included deserters from, or veterans of, European 
armies, along with Swiss and German settlers of Pennsylvania. After 


distinguished service in the war, he remained in the army and in 
America, assuming commands in posts from Massachusetts to 
Florida. His varied postings and familiarity with American ways 
made him one of Britain’s most experienced North American 


officials.©! 


Under his direction, Sir John Johnson assembled a main force of 
nearly one thousand men, including about 180 British Army 
Regulars, twenty-five Hessians; 150 Rangers, under Col. John Butler; 
about two hundred men of the King’s Royal Regiment; many Tories 
in independent companies; and about 580 Indians. Haldimand 
rounded up an additional 970 men for diversionary raids near 


Saratoga and down the Richelieu River route to the Hudson River. 


Scouts went out to alert Tories along the routes, assuring them 
that they would be escorted to Canada and resettled in safety if they 
believed they had endangered themselves by aiding the invaders. A 
scout from the King’s Royal Regiment, sent specifically to seek out 
Loyalists who might join the invasion, was caught, tried as a spy, 
andhanged, as was a Continental Army deserter who was caught 


recruiting Tories.°° 


Men took down their muskets and went off to join the side of 
their choice, leaving wives and children behind. A Mohawk Valley 
man wrote about his father, who left his farm to join Butler’s 
Rangers: “It was a momentous struggle, a frightful warfare... . The 
farms were left to the care of the women, who seldom ate the bread 
of Idleness... . They spun, they wove, they knit, prepared their own 
flax, made their own homespun gowns, the children’s dresses, they 
churned, made cheese, and performed all the various duties of 
domestic and social life ... my father’s mind was at ease about the 


affairs of the Farm.”©* 


Three forts defended the verdant Schoharie Valley, Johnson’s first 
objective. The Lower Fort, as it was called, had as its core a stone 
Dutch Reformed church. Surrounding it was a_ stockade 
encompassing about an acre of land dotted with small huts. The 
fort’s powder was stored beneath the pulpit, and in the belfry was a 


platform for lookouts and rifle marksmen. Outside one of the two 


corner blockhouses was a tavern.°? The Upper Fort was about 


fifteen miles south, near the village of Schoharie; the Middle Fort 
was just below Mid-dleburg. 


On October 16 Johnson’s expedition camped near the Upper Fort, 
which was built around a farmhouse and barn, its stockade 
surrounding about two and a half acres. The next morning a soldier 
outside the fort spotted the Loyalist force and ran to give warning. A 
signal gun boomed. Hearing it, Johnson ordered the destruction to 
commence. Flames and smoke began rising from barns and deserted 
houses. Cattle and pigs lay dying, their cries and their blood 


drawing dogs and vultures.°° 


The invaders broke into houses, took what they wanted, and 
torched them. Some people stayed to defend their homes, which in 
this prosperous farmland were framed and painted wooden 


buildings, not log cabins.°” The raiders moved on quickly, heading 
for the Middle Fort through a day that was growing gray under 


wind-whipped sleet and snow.°® Johnson set up two small cannons 
that began firing at the fort as his Rangers and Indians cautiously 
approached it. After a whilethe firing stopped, and men in the fort 
saw a white flag appear in the enemy ranks. The flag bearer began 
walking forward, flanked by an officer in the green coat of Butler’s 
Rangers and a fifer playing “Yankee Doodle,” still a mocking tune to 
the ears of a Rebel. 


The commander of the Middle Fort, a Continental in charge of 
militiamen accustomed to having their own officers, ordered the 
gates opened to the flag of truce. Timothy Murphy, a militiaman, 
defied the order. He was a sharpshooter, one of Morgan’s riflemen 
in the Battle of Saratoga. Now he shot at the flag party—to warn 
them off, not to hit them. He told his stunned commander that he 
believed that the white flag was a ruse to allow the officer to assess 
the fort’s garrison. If the Ranger did enter, he would see how few 
defenders there were. The flag party turned back, then came 
forward two more times, and each time Murphy fired a warning 


shot. Murphy’s defiance undermined the authority of the 
Continental officer, who threatened a court-martial but finally 
turned over command of the fort to a militia colonel. 


Johnson decided to march on, bypassing the fort to continue 
destroying every Rebel farm in his path—while sparing Tory 


property.°? After another bivouac in the Schoharie Valley, he 
headed for the Mohawk Valley, pursued by frustrated and 


outnumbered Rebel militiamen only able to “hange on their Rear.””° 


As soon as Johnson left, outraged Rebels burned the untouched Tory 
farms, completing the absolute destruction of the valley’s crops and 


livestock.’ Tories fled northward, joining Johnson’s followers. 


At the Mohawk River the raiders split into two detachments to 
loot and raze along both sides of the river, camping for the night 
near the town of Root. On the morning of October 19 the main force 
crossed the Mohawk and headed for the German village of Stone 
Arabia, the center of an area settled by immigrants from a part of 
Germany known as the Palatinate. At nearby Fort Paris, Col. John 
Brown mustered about three hundred men, including a few Oneida 
Indians, and, astride his small black horse, led them toward 


Johnson’s force.’ Brown was killed in an ambush. His men fled, 
leaving behind the fallen to be scalped.”* 


Johnson’s “Destructionists,” as raiders were sometimes called, 
kept on swooping down on farms. Among his men were settlers who 
had lived in these houses, built these barns, tilled these fields. But 
now they were Tories on a mission, and to them, somehow, this rich 
valley had become an alien land. A farmer, hidden in the woods 
with his family, watched his own farm vanish in flames. He saw the 
Indian Tories move on, swinging firebrands over their head until 
they blazed, then touching them to barns full of grain. After the 
Indians left, the farmer found seven hogs dead in their pen, killed by 


a pitchfork taken from what had been a barn.”* And so it went, farm 
after farm. 


British soldiers in the attack force sometimes guarded prisoners to 
protect them from the Indians, whose behavior was unpredictable. 
At one farm Indians took a woman and her seven children out of 
their house, then loaded them and armfuls of loot into a horse- 
drawn wagon. Around that time Johnson was told that Continentals 
and militiamen were on their way from Albany and Schenectady. He 
released the woman and her children, except for her fourteen-year- 


old son, presumably kidnapped to become a future Ranger.”° 


About nine hundred Rebels, most of them militiamen, caught up 
with the raiders toward the end of day. In a twilight skirmish 
Johnson tried to set up a battle line but failed to hold off a Rebel 
charge. Men of Johnson’s own regiment were driven back—” 
running promiscuously through and over one another” in the dark, a 
Tory said. As the Johnson Destructionists settled for the night near 
the battlefield, the Rebels’ commander inexplicably ordered his men 
to camp about three miles away. He planned to strike the next 
morning. By then Johnson and his force were well on the way 


toward Canada.”© 


The diversionary raids were as successful as the main raid. Maj. 
Christopher Carleton, a nephew of Sir Guy Carleton, headed a force 
of nearly one thousand Regulars, Indians, and Tories down the 
Champlain Valley into the upper Hudson River valley. Carleton was 
knowledgeable about Indian culture, had had himself tattooed, and 
attimes wore a ring through his nose. He had taken an Indian 


mistress before marrying the sister of his uncle’s wife.’” He knew 
the frontier wilderness trails as well as an Indian. He was an 
inspiring leader in a stealthy campaign that called for night marches 
and fireless camps. 


Early in the three-week expedition, near the southern shore of 
Lake George, a King’s Ranger spotted about fifty Rebel soldiers 
leaving Fort George. A mixed force of Rangers, Indians, and 
Regulars surrounded the men and swiftly killed twenty-seven. Eight 
men were captured. The rest escaped into the woods. The fort 


surrendered. After looting and burning it, the raiders marched on, 
their prisoners carrying the Indians’ plunder. By the loose rules of 
raiding, Indians, male and female, were given looting rights, some 
becoming quite discerning. One settler told of an Indian who stole 
plates from a dark house. Once outside, he discovered they were 


pewter, not silver, and disdainfully threw them away.’® 


A party of militiamen was sent to the area later to bury the dead. 
“We found twenty-two slaughtered and mangled men,” one of them 
remembered. “All had their skulls knocked in, their throats cut and 
their scalps taken. Their clothes were mostly stripped off... . The 
fighting had been mostly with clubbed muskets, and the fragments 


of these, split and shivered, were laying around with the bodies.””° 


A diversionary raid aimed at Schenectady, led by a former 
merchant in that town, shifted to the village of Ballston after 
militiamen mobilized on the route ahead. In Ballston, Indians broke 
into cabins and killed two men. Tory officers intervened, feeling 
that the Indians were turning too violent. In one cabin, an officer 
grabbed an Indian’s upraised arm, protecting an unarmed man 
defending his family. After the usual burning and looting, the 
Indians, Rangers, and Tory followers headed back to Canada with a 


string of prisoners.®° 


Carleton’s men burned down a second Rebel fort and captured 
148 Rebel soldiers, a large loss in a frontier of sparse garrisons. The 
raiders destroyed thirty-eight houses, thirty-three barns, six saw 
mills, and a grist mill. They estimated that they had torched fifteen 
hundred tons of hay. A detachment of Indians burned down thirty- 


two houses and their barns.®! Such inventories of desolation 


continued, year after year, raid after raid. At least twenty-nine raids 


struck towns in the Mohawk and Schoharie valleys in 1781 alone.® 


Col. Marinus Willett, a Continental Army hero, writing to 
Washington from Fort Herkimer in the German Flats in July 1781, 
estimated that one-third of the people on the New York frontier had 
been killed or carried off, one-third had fled the frontier but 


remained Patriots, and “one third deserted to the enemy.”®* Postwar 
records show that about 380 women became widows and some two 
thousand children lost their fathers. About seven hundred buildings 
had been burned and 150,000 bushels of wheat destroyed. Some 


twelve thousand farms had been abandoned.®* There is no reliable 
estimate of how many prisoners were taken. Some were exchanged; 
some did not return until a year or more after the war. Many died. 
Others, lured by offers of free land, became Tories and remained in 


Canada.®° 


“T am really at a loss to know how to feed the troops,” the senior 
Continental Army colonel in New York wrote to Governor George 


Clinton, General Clinton’s brother, in September 1780.°° Two 
months later, reacting to the continuing loss of grain and flour from 
“the country which has been laid waste,” Washington told Governor 
Clinton that “we shall be obliged to bring flour from the 


southward.”°” 


To the west, in the wild Ohio Country, under orders from Lord 
Germain in London, bands of Tories and Indians raided settlements 
on the Pennsylvania and Virginia frontiers and in the area that 
would become Kentucky. Germain, saying “it is The Kings 
command,” had instructed an obscure colonial official to “assemble 
as many of the Indians of his district as he conveniently can, and 
placing proper Persons at their Head, to ... restrain them from 
committing violence on the well affected and _ inoffensive 
Inhabitants, employ them in making a Diversion and exciting an 


alarm upon the frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania.”°° 


The official was Henry Hamilton, an Ireland-born veteran of the 
French and Indian War, who in 1775 had been made lieutenant 
governor and superintendent of Indian affairs at Fort Detroit (site of 
today’s Detroit). Hamilton was one of five lieutenant governors 
appointed to manage the Province of Quebec, whose boundaries had 


been extended by the Quebec Act of 1774 to include an immense 
expanse of land between the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 


Germain also authorized Hamilton to raise Tory regiments and 
offer each recruit the postwar promise of two hundred acres of land. 
With his Tories and Indians, Germain wrote, Hamilton might be able 
“to extend his operations so as to divide the attention of the Rebels, 


and oblige them to collect a considerable Force to oppose him.”°? 
Following Germain’s orders, Hamilton sent Tory-Indian raiders into 
a territory that Britain had prohibited its colonists from settling. 
But, defying the Crown, colonists had settled there. Their 
disobedience had marked them as Rebels, though there were enough 
Tories among them for Hamilton to find recruits. 


White men had been paying bounties for enemies’ scalps since the 
French and Indian War. But Rebels on the frontier singled Hamilton 
out as the “Hair Buyer,” a label that found its way into numerous 


narratives.?? Hamilton himself routinely mentioned scalps in his 
reports. Early in 1778, for example, he wrote to Governor Carleton, 
saying that his Indians had “brought in seventy-three prisoners 
alive, twenty of which they presented to me, and one hundred and 
twenty-nine scalps.” Later that year Hamilton told Carleton’s 
successor, Frederick Haldimand, that “since last May the Indians in 
this district have taken thirty-four prisoners, seventeen of which 
they delivered up, and eighty-one scalps, several prisoners taken 


and adopted [by Indians] not reckoned in this number.”?! Neither 
letter mentions bounties for the scalps. 


One of Hamilton’s operatives was Simon Girty, who had been 
captured by French-commanded Indians as a child in 1756 and 
raised by Senecas. He was freed after eight years and married a 
young woman who had been a captive of the Delaware tribe. Girty 
became an officer in a Pennsylvania militia and an Indian 
interpreter at Fort Pitt. When the Revolution began, by one story, 
Girty was confined to the fort as a suspected Tory; by another, he 
defected because he was disgusted with American treatment of 
Indians. Whatever the reason, he endedup in Detroit and became 


not only a captain and interpreter in the British Indian Department 


but also the most notorious Tory on the western frontier.?? Like 
Hamilton, Girty would get a label: “White Savage.” His infamy was 
based on his witnessing but not trying to stop the heinous torture of 
a Patriot—” they scalped him alive and then laid hot ashes upon his 


head, after which they roasted him by a slow fire.”?° 


Virginia governor Patrick Henry feared that Hamilton’s raids 
would drive settlers out of the territory and give the British control 
over the western frontier. One of the frontier leaders was Lt. Col. 
George Rogers Clark, a lanky, red-haired militia officer from the 
first region west of the Allegheny Mountains settled by American 
pioneers (later Kentucky). In 1778, with Henry’s support, Clark and 
his force of frontiersmen headed over the mountains to capture the 
bases from which the raiders struck. He also wanted to establish 
American claims to a territory nearly as large as the thirteen 


colonies.?* 


Clark easily took three British outposts. But the most important— 
Fort Sackville in what would become Vincennes, Indiana—was 
retaken by Hamilton and a mixed force of Indians, Tory militia, and 


Regulars.”°> Hamilton decided to wait until spring to attack Clark 
and roll back the frontier to east of the mountains. Clark surprised 
him by leading about 175 men to the fort, through seventeen winter 
days of snow and icy streams. At Vincennes his men captured five 
Indians carrying American scalps. To terrify Hamilton’s men Clark 
bound the captives and tomahawked them in full view of the 


garrison.?° Hamilton surrendered the fort and was taken to 
Williamsburg, where Governor Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry’s 
successor, called him a “butcher of men, women and children,” put 


him in irons, and treated him as a criminal, not a prisoner of war.?” 


After eighteen months, through the intervention of Washington, he 
was finally freed in a prisoner exchange.”° 


From New York to the Ohio country, the Indian-Tory raids on 
frontier settlements continued, becoming a war unto itself. To the 
west, in March 1782, Pennsylvania militiamen swooped down on 
the missionary village of Gnadenhutten. The Delaware Indians 
there, converted to Christianity, were suspected of being Loyalists. 
The militiamen rounded up the unarmed Indians and killed sixty- 
two adults and thirty-four children by smashing their skulls with 
mallets. Two boys escaped and spread word of the massacre. In an 
act of vengeance three months later, Delaware braves tortured a 
captive militia officer who had nothing to do with the raid and then 


burned him at the stake.?? After the Revolution ended, Fort Detroit 
in the west, like Fort Niagara in the east, remained a British garrison 
and a Tory haven. But George Rogers Clark’s thrust beyond the 
mountains did establish an American claim on territory that would 
become Kentucky and West Virginia. And in 1803 President 
Jefferson looked farther westward, asking Congress for approval of 
an expedition that would travel to the Pacific. As one of it leaders, 
Jefferson would pick William Clark, George Rogers Clark’s younger 
brother. 


* In 1761 Crown Point was a British fort on the west side of Lake Champlain, evacuated by 


the French in 1759 after the British captured Ticonderoga. 
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SEEKING SOUTHERN FRIENDS 


GeorGIA AND THE Caroinas, Novemser 1778-Ocroser 1780 


The Whigs [Rebels] seem determined to extirpate the Tories, and the Tories 
the Whigs... . If a stop cannot be soon put to these massacres, the country 
will be depopulated in a few months more, as neither Whig nor Tory can 


live. 


Maj. Gen. Nathanael Greene on warfare in the South! 


wice the British had tried to enter the South and tap into the 
Texpected enthusiasm of local Loyalists. And twice—at Moore’s 

Creek Bridge in North Carolina and at Sullivan’s Island in South 
Carolina—the attempts had failed. But after the defeat of Burgoyne 
and the alliance with France, British strategists again looked 
southward. They began to believe that a campaign in the South was 
vital, not only to control the major southern ports and fend off the 
French navy but also to mobilize the Loyalists and put them into 
battle. Lord Germain handed down a royal imperative: “The 
conquest of these provinces is considered by the King as an object of 


great importance in the scale of the war.” 


As the strategists saw the South, with Charleston, South Carolina, 
and Savannah, Georgia, under British-Loyalist control, Redcoats and 
Hessians could press inland toward the unruly backcountry, leaving 
Loyalist regiments in their wake to occupy Rebel-cleared territory. 
The Loyalists, taking over the backcountry, would aid in the 
reestablishment of royal governments and split off the South from 
the northern colonies. St. Augustine, capital of the small colony of 


East Florida, was under royal control and could serve as a port for 
landing supplies and troops. 


Times had changed rapidly since 1775, when the lieutenant 
governor of East Florida had said that the “best friends of Great 


Britain are in the back parts of Carolina and Georgia.”* Many of 
Georgia’s friends of Great Britain had been governed by Patriots 
since January 1776, when Governor James Wright, fleeing his Rebel 
kidnappers, took the usual gubernatorial escape route by boarding 
an offshore Royal Navy warship. He later sailed to England, leaving 
behind the twenty-five thousand acres and five hundred slaves he 
had accumulated while serving the king. 


Wright had been the victim of an audacious Rebel intelligence 
coup and did not know it. He had written to General Gage saying 
that Georgia desperately needed help because Rebels were taking 
over the colony. But Gage had not replied, to Wright’s puzzlement. 
What Wright did not know was that Gage did not get that letter. The 
letter that Gage did receive and did not answer had assured him 
that all was well in the colony. South Carolina Rebels had 
intercepted Wright’s appeal letter and substituted the perfectly 


crafted counterfeit.4 When Wright fled to England, he renewed his 
plea for help, this time urging officials to invade Georgia and adding 


credence to plans for a southern strategy.° 


General Sir Henry Clinton launched the new strategy in November 
1778 by sending a force of about three thousand Redcoats, Hessians, 
and Tories from New York to Savannah. The Tories—New York 
Volunteers, two battalions of De Lancey’s New York Regiment, and a 


battalion from Skinner’s New Jersey regiment—totaled 855.° British 
Regulars stationed in Florida were to enter Georgia and link up with 
the New York force. 


Clinton landed near Savannah on December 29, rolled over 
outnumbered Rebel troops, and swiftly took the city. The Rebels’ 
stunned commander, Maj. Gen. Robert Howe of the Continental 


Army, crossed the Savannah River into South Carolina, leaving 
behind some five hundred dead, wounded, or captured.” 


The invasion rallied militant local Tories and awakened the 
vengeance of Thomas Brown, a powerful Tory leader. His East 
Florida Rangers joined the British invaders in Savannah and on their 
march to Augusta, about 125 miles up the Savannah River. Along 
the way Brown was wounded in a skirmish that he stirred up while 


trying to free some jailed Tories.® 


Brown was an unlikely revolutionary. He had started life in 
America as a young man of privilege, seemingly destined to be like 
many wealthy Loyalists who supported the king but did not 
shoulder a musket. Brown’s father, a British merchant, outfitted a 
ship for his son, who, at twenty-four, persuaded more than seventy 
people from Yorkshire and the Orkney Islands to become indentured 
servants and sail with him to Georgia. His enterprise won him a 
royal grant of a large tract of land near Augusta, which he named 
Brownsborough. In August 1775, while he was in his home on the 
South Carolina side of the Savannah River, dozens of Sons of Liberty 
confronted him and demanded that he support the Revolution. 
Brown refused, and, in the uproar that followed, shot the ringleader 
in the foot. 


Rebels pounced on him. One struck him with a musket butt, 
fracturing his skull. Others partially scalped him, tarred his legs, and 
held them over a fire. He lost two toes to severe burns, and became 
known to Rebels as Burntfoot Brown. Seething for revenge, he 
became an obsessed Tory, determined to lead Loyalists in a personal 
war against the Rebels. Two weeks after he had been attacked, he 
was in South Carolina challenging the authority of the Patriots’ 
Council of Safety and beginning to recruit hundreds of men for a 
Loyalist force.? 

Brown and his supporters later fled to Florida, where, 
commissioned as a lieutenant colonel, he recruited the East Florida 


Rangers from settlements along the Georgia-Florida border. He 
convinced Patrick Tonyn, East Florida’s royal governor, that the 


Rangers couldstage over-the-border raids and act as a home guard 


against invaders.!° When General Howe began his southern 
campaign, Brown saw it as a signal for backcountry warfare against 
the Rebels and a chance for what a British official called “retributive 


Justice.” !! 


Brown had seventy-two Rangers in the mixed force heading for 
Augusta under the command of British Army colonel Archibald 
Campbell. Most of the expedition’s one thousand men were British 
Regulars. The rest, besides Brown’s men, included New York 
Volunteers and a recently raised unit, the Carolina Royalists, also 


known as the Carolina Loyalists.'* The quick fall of Savannah was to 
be followed by an easy takeover of Augusta. But Campbell, realizing 
he was entering territory that was more hostile, moved cautiously. 


Mounted East Florida Rangers, sent ahead, reported that about 
one thousand Rebel militiamen held Augusta. But as Campbell 
neared the town, most of the Rebels crossed the river into South 
Carolina. He entered Augusta and began taming the area by having 
residents swear an oath of loyalty to the king. After taking the oath, 
about fourteen hundred men received pardons for their previous 
Rebel allegiance. Georgia, the youngest colony, was to become the 
first to return to royal rule. Or, as Campbell put it, he was taking “a 


stripe and star from the rebel flag.”!? 


Campbell was to manage the next phase in the southern strategy: 
the mass recruitment of Loyalists into military units that would help 
the royal government restore control of Georgia. That would start 
with the arrival of a British agent, James Boyd, and his Loyalist 
recruits. 


Boyd, a South Carolina Tory, had landed with the invaders but 
had gone off on his own mission. Given a colonel’s commission, he 
was sent by Campbell into South Carolina to raise a large force of 
Loyalists and lead them over the border to rendezvous with 
Campbell in Augusta. 


Boyd’s first stop was near Savannah, at Wrightsborough, a Quaker 
and Tory settlement named after the governor. There he picked 
upguides who took him to an isolated site in South Carolina, where 
he recruited about 350 Loyalist militiamen and headed back to 
Georgia. Joining Boyd along the way were 250 members of the 
Royal Volunteers of North Carolina, a Tory military unit formed 


specifically to aid Campbell in his occupation of Georgia. !* 


Rebels who had been trailing Boyd’s band struck as the Tories 
were about to cross a ford of the Savannah River. In a brief firefight 
about twenty Patriots were killed and twenty-six captured; Boyd lost 
about one hundred men to Rebel gunfire and desertion but kept 
moving. Living off the land by plundering Rebels’ farms and getting 
help from Tories, Boyd made his way to Augusta. He did not know 
that Campbell, facing a growing Rebel presence, had retreated back 
to Savannah. 


On February 14 Boyd set up camp at Kettle Creek, some fifty 
miles northwest of Augusta. Again, Rebels were on his trail. About 
340 South Carolina and Georgia militiamen came upon Boyd’s men 
as they were slaughtering stolen cattle. In a surprise attack a bullet 
felled Boyd, who died a few hours later. Nineteen other Tories were 
killed; Rebel losses were seven men killed and twenty-two wounded. 
Most of the Tories fled. About 270 escaped to British lines. Some 
150 other Tories were eventually captured either near the scene of 


battle or back in their own communities. Seven were hanged.!° 


Most of Campbell’s fourteen hundred oaths of allegiance were not 
genuine. Faced with the choice of having their property confiscated 
or signing, people signed—and quickly found a Patriot leader to 


whom they denounced the pledge.'© Many signers showed their 


faith by joining Rebel militias and hunting down Tories.'!” Campbell 
would later complain about “irregulars from the upper country [of 
Georgia] under the denomination of crackers, a race of men whose 
motions were too voluntary to be under restraint and whose 
scouting disposition [was] in quest of pillage.” The crackers, he 


reported, “found many excuses for going home to their 
plantations.”!® 


The victory at Kettle Rebel Creek gave heart to the Rebels and, to 
the British, proof that a Loyalist call to arms would not produce an 
army big enough to suppress the rebellion. But the Patriot victory 
did not stop the southern strategy. A quixotic attempt in October 
1779 to retake Savannah with a joint American-French operation 
ended with the French losing 635 men and the Patriots 457 while 
the British and Loyalist defenders saved the city at a cost of fifty-five 
lives. “Such a sight I never saw before,” a British officer wrote. “The 
Ditch was filled with Dead ... and for some hundred Yards without 


the Lines the Plain was strewed with mangled Bodies.”!? 


Next came General Clinton’s siege of Charleston, which ended on 
May 12, 1780, when Maj. Gen. Benjamin Lincoln bowed to civilian 
pleas by surrendering his army of nearly six thousand Continentals 


and militiamen.2° Among the victorious Clinton troops were 175 
Loyalists in a special temporary corps called the American 
Volunteers under the command of Capt. Patrick Ferguson of the 
70th Regiment of Foot. Thirty-four of the Volunteers came from the 
Prince of Wales’s American Regiment. Only ten would still be alive 
or serving within fifteen months of their sailing to the South. Most 
of the replacements would be deserters from the Continental 


Army.7! 


As Clinton was taking over Charleston, he asked James Simpson, 
the former South Carolina attorney general, how widespread and 
deep was the colony’s apparent euphoria over the surrender. 
Simpson made his own public opinion poll and reported that the 
population was divided into four classes: those, especially the 
wealthy, who were pleased to see South Carolina again under royal 
rule; those who had been duped by the Rebels, regretted their 
failings, and now supported the king; those who were repentant ex- 


Rebels; and those who were still Rebels and unrepentant. Simpson 
summed up by saying that “in drawing a comparison between the 
four Classes, the number and consequence of the two first by far 
exceed the last.” Loyalists in general, he said, were “clamourous for 


retributive Justice.”22 


Clinton set up a model for the governing of “conquered” territory: 
a military government that put trusted civilians in local offices, 
regulated prices on goods purchased by the army, and created 
militias for local defense. When Governor Wright returned he found 
he had little power. Clinton had, for example, appointed Simpson 


Charleston’s superintendent of police.?° 


The militias included a home guard of older men and a regular 
militia of younger, unmarried men who would serve away from 
their homes in Georgia and North Carolina. They would be given 


the same pay and provisions as the king’s troops.** All able-bodied 
free males, generally between the ages of fifteen and sixty, had to 
serve in a militia “any Six Months of the ensuing twelve” or provide 
a substitute. Militiamen were given ammunition, material for the 
sewing of a loose-fitting garment called a rifle shirt, and a musket if 
needed. Men could serve on horseback at their own expense. They 
were to be restrained “from offering violence to innocent and 
inoffensive People” and insulting or outraging “the Aged, the Infirm, 


the Women and Children of every denomination.”?° 


The rules for establishing the Loyalist militias were developed by 
the deputy adjutant general of the British Army, the brilliant, newly 
promoted Maj. John André, and another new major, Patrick 
Ferguson, inventor of the Ferguson breech-loading rifle, which could 


fire four shots a minute.?° Ferguson, born in Scotland in 1744 and a 
soldier since the age of fifteen, fought in the Battle of Brandywine in 
September 1777. While he led a rifle company whose men were 
firing the weapon he invented, a Continental’s musket ball shattered 
his right elbow. He would never be able to bend that arm again. He 
returned to duty in May 1778 and learned to shoot, fence, and wield 
the saber with his left arm. He raised the American Volunteers, 


trained in the kind of ranger warfare developed by John G. Simcoe 
and Banastre Tarleton.?” 


Ferguson was appointed inspector of militia, supervising the 
recruitment and training of the hundreds of Tories who were signing 
up to serve the king. He raised a regiment of 240 men at one 
outpost, teaching them to follow signals from his silver whistle so 
they could get orders even when he was not seen. “There is great 
difficulty inbringing the militia under any kind of regularity,” he 


wrote. “I am exerting myself to effect it without disgusting them.”® 


Tarleton, the brash young captor of General Charles Lee in 1776, 
earned fame as an aggressive leader of hard-driving cavalrymen on 
raids in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. As the 
commander of the Loyalist British Legion in the Carolinas, he fought 
fiercely and earned a reputation for showing no mercy in battle. 


Under the terms of Charleston’s surrender each surrendering Rebel 
was made a prisoner of war. But only officers and men of the 
Continental Army would be confined; all civilian males and 
militiamen in Charleston were allowed to return to their homes after 
vowing not to take up arms again. Surrendering militiamen in 
backcountry garrisons, such as Ninety Six, were treated the same. As 
Clinton said in a report to Lord Germain, “there are few men in 


South Carolina who are not our prisoners or in arms with us.”2? 


But there were many Rebels who were armed, at large, and 
unbowed. In an attempt to subdue those obstinate Rebels, Clinton 
proclaimed in June that the men he had paroled now had to swear 
an oath of allegiance to the king and promise to bear arms against 


his enemies.°? The proclamation inflamed many Rebels, driving 
them into backcountry militias that harassed British and Tory 
outposts in hit-and-run raids. Clinton, who had hoped to quell the 
South’s civil war, had only made it worse by essentially ordering 
people to take sides. He then left for New York, putting General Sir 
Charles Cornwallis in charge of the newly flaring war. 


Patriots and Loyalists had a word for that kind of war: “intestine.” 
Or, as North Carolina governor Abner Nash more vividly described 
it, “a Country exposed to the misfortune of having a War within its 


Bowels.”*! In the South intestine war continually raged within the 


conventional war of strategy and maneuver being fought by the 
British Army and the Continentals. Loyalist military units raised in 
New York fought in that conventional war, participating in every 
majorbattle from Moore’s Creek in North Carolina in 1776 to 


Yorktown in 1781.°2 


Intestine warfare was more than battles. There was cruelty, there 
were murders in the night, and there were hangings without trial. 


Isaac Hayne, a wealthy planter who was an officer in the South 
Carolina Patriot militia, was not in Charleston when the besieged 
city surrendered in 1780. But he went into the city, gave himself up, 
and agreed to become a British subject. The deputy British 
commandant in Charleston assured him that he would not be 
ordered to fight for the king. But as the Continental Army was 
approaching Charleston in 1781, Hayne was ordered to take up 
arms. He refused and made his way to the Patriot camp, where he 
was commissioned a cavalry colonel. 


On one of his sorties he captured Andrew Williamson, a former 
brigadier general of the militia and a onetime Patriot leader who 
became a turncoat. When the British rescued Williamson, they also 
captured Hayne. He was brought before Col. Nesbit Balfour, 
Charleston’s commandant. Balfour condemned Hayne as a traitor 
because he had signed an oath of allegiance and then fought against 
the king. Brought before a tribunal but not given a trial, he was 
hanged in Charleston on July 31, 1781, an event that attracted a 


crowd of thousands.°? 


Hayne had been hanged under Cornwallis’s edict, bluntly 
described by a British officer: “We have now got a method that will 
put an end to the rebellion in a short time—by hanging every man 
that has taken protection [agreed to parole] and is found acting 


against us.”°4 The edict also condemned Rebels who had been 


captured at a trading post near Augusta after a four-day battle 
against Thomas Brown and his band of Tories and pro-British 
Indians. Some retreating Rebels were captured and killed by 
Indians. Thirteen others were seized by Brown’s Tories and hanged 
from the banister of a staircase in the trading post. Rebels claimed 
that Brown, lying wounded, watched gleefully—a claim that was 


never verified.?° 


Throughout the South, the war between Tory and Rebel had been 
pitiless from the beginning. Letters, diaries, and petitions for 
pensions are studded with casual references to hangings. A 
militiaman from Rowan County, North Carolina, in his petition for a 
pension, for example, says “the company took several Scots Tories 
and there hung one of them.” He also tells of a Tory who was shot 
after a hasty courtmartial. The life of another was spared. But he 
was “condemned to be spicketed, that is, he was placed with one 
foot upon a sharp pin drove in a block, and was turned round ... 


until the pin run through his foot. Then he was turned loose.”°° 


In a rare event, a Loyalist was put on trial and accused of running 
his sword through wounded Rebels on a South Carolina battlefield. 
When a judge who had recommended mercy left the courtroom, 
“fathers, Sons, & brothers and friends of the slain prisoners” seized 
the accused, took him on horseback “under the limb of a tree, to 
which they tyed one end of a rope, with the other round his neck, & 
bid him prepare to die; he urging in vain the injustice of killing a 
man without tryal, & they reminding him, that he should have 
thought of that, when he was slaughtering their kinsmen. The Horse 


drawn From under him, left him suspended til he expired.”°” 


Tories executed countless Rebels, whether or not they strictly 
came under Cornwallis’s order that “every Militia Man who has 
borne Arms with us and afterwards joined the Enemy shall be 


immediately hanged.”°°> Maj. Gen. Nathanael Greene, commander of 


the Continental Army’s Southern Department, found in the South a 
war in which “the Whigs and Tories pursue one another with the 
most relent[less] Fury killing and destroying each other wherever 
they meet. Indeed a great deal of this Country is already laid waste 
& in the utmost danger of becoming a Desert,” in which the fighting 
“so corrupted the Principles of the People that they think of nothing 


but plundering one another” and committing “private murders.”°° 


The intestine war was stoked by the kind of combat that Banastre 
Tarleton waged—a slashing, burning, ruthless crusade that knew no 
mercy. Tarleton’s American Legion grew out of the green-uniformed 
Queen’s American Rangers, founded by John Graves Simcoe, a 
young 


English officer. Simcoe, wanting a mounted strike force, melded 
the Pennsylvania Light Dragoons, the Bucks County Light Dragoons, 
and a band of Scotch-Irish Tories, the Caledonia Volunteers, into the 
British Legion, which soon became known as the Tarleton Legion. 


Loyalists of North and South Carolina eagerly joined the legion, 
swelling its ranks at times to a force of nearly two thousand men. 


Among the recruits were two sons of Allan and Flora MacDonald.*° 
The legion galloped off on numerous raids, destroying Rebel supply 
caches, foraging for food and horses, and earning fame and loathing. 


When Major General Lincoln surrendered Charleston, the largest 
Continental force in the South was a detachment of about 350 
Virginians commanded by Col. Abraham Buford. He was ordered to 
go to an American outpost at Camden, South Carolina, carry off 
what he could, destroy the rest, and then take his men to North 
Carolina. 


Tarleton and 270 men pursued Buford. On May 29, 1780, they 
caught up with him at the Waxhaws, as the settlement near Wax- 
haw Creek was called, about twelve miles north of Lancaster, South 


Carolina.*! Tarleton, claiming to outnumber Buford, asked him to 
surrender under terms similar to what Lincoln had accepted. Buford 
refused, and the battle began, possibly before Tarleton’s flag of truce 
had been withdrawn. Tarleton’s horse was shot from under him as 


he and his dragoons rode down on Buford’s men. Undaunted, 
Tarleton jumped on another horse. 


Exactly what happened in the battle and afterward will never be 
known. Buford and eighty or ninety men—most of them mounted— 
escaped, meaning that the killed and wounded may have totaled 
more than three hundred. This would be an unprecedented battle 
casualty rate of 70 to 75 percent. The outcry against Tarleton—” 
Bloody Tarleton,” “Butcher Tarleton,” “Bloody Ban”—was inspired 
by what Rebels believed happened after the battle. 


Dr. Robert Brownfield, a surgeon attached to Buford’s regiment, 
later wrote that a request for quarter was refused and survivors said 
that “not a man was spared.” Tarleton’s men “went over the ground 
plunging their bayonets into every one that exhibited any signs of 
life.” One man had his right hand hacked off, suffered twenty- 
twomore wounds, and was left for dead; he lived to report the 
bayoneting. News of the massacre swept through the South, and 
Rebels’ retaliatory savagery was accompanied by the cry “Tarleton’s 


Quarter” or “Buford’s Quarter.”*? 


After two disastrous defeats of the Continental Army in South 
Carolina—Maj. Gen. Benjamin Lincoln’s mass surrender at 
Charleston in May 1780 and the rout of Maj. Gen. Horatio Gates’s 
large force at Camden in August—Cornwallis planned a march to 
Virginia. Georgia was under royal rule, and vast tracts of the 
Carolinas were controlled by a British-Loyalist regime. By 
September there was no large concentration of Continental Army 
troops anywhere in the South. John Rutledge, the Rebel governor of 
South Carolina, was trying to govern his state from Hillsborough, 
North Carolina. And some timid Rebels were suggesting that the 
time had come to simply let all three of those states go back to 


colony status under their conquerors.*? From the British viewpoint 
the king’s forces and friends were snug in the South, their flanks 
covered by the sea to the east and the mountain barrier to the west. 


Beyond the mountains was the domain of the Overmountain men, 
colonists who had defied King George’s 1763 proclamation that 
prohibited settlement east of the mountains. The Overmountain 
men, most of them Scotch-Irish, had not paid much attention to the 
Revolution until the British and their Tory allies began fighting 
southern Rebels. Now, as General Cornwallis was advancing 
northward, Overmountain Rebels were attacking British and Loyalist 
outposts. 


Ferguson and his Volunteers were protecting the western flank of 
Cornwallis, who was mounting an invasion of North Carolina. 
Deciding to challenge the Overmountain men, Ferguson sent a Rebel 
prisoner into the mountains with a warning: If the Rebels “did not 
desist from their opposition to the British arms, he would march his 
army over the mountains, hang their leaders, and lay their country 


waste with fire and sword.”44 


In outraged response, at a frontier outpost on the Watauga 
Rivercalled Sycamore Shoals,* the mountain Rebels quickly 
assembled a makeshift mounted army that grew on the trail until it 
numbered about one thousand men from Georgia, the Carolinas, and 
Virginia, with officers elected on the spot. There was no military 
structure or wagon train of supplies, though the group was at its 


core an authorized Virginia militia.4° The men carried what they 
needed and prodded cattle along the way for food on the hoof. Most 
of them did not have muskets, but long-barreled, small-caliber 
American rifles, for they were more hunters than soldiers. Setting 
off not to fight for a nation but to defend their cabins by the streams 
and their patches of cotton and corn, they headed across the 


mountains in search of Ferguson.*° 


Ferguson, playing on the fears of local Tories, distributed a 
proclamation to warn them of the imminent coming of the mountain 
men: “... . I say, if you wish to be pinioned, robbed, and murdered, 
and see your wives and daughters, in four days, abused by the dregs 
of mankind—in short, if you wish or deserve to live, and bear the 
name of men, grasp your arms in a moment and run to camp... . If 


you chuse to be degraded forever and ever* by a set of mongrels, 
say so at once and let your women turn their backs upon you, and 


look out for real men to protect them.”47 


On October 1 Ferguson, told by spies that his pursuers were on his 
trail, sent off a courier with an urgent message to Cornwallis: “... . I 
am on my march towards you by a road from Cherokee Ford north 
of King’s Mountain. 3 or 400 good sodiers part dragoons would 


finish this business. Something must be done soon.”4® Near the 
border between the Carolinas, he spread his encampment of about 
eleven hundred men along a rocky ridge called King’s Mountain, 
which rose about 150 feet from the land around it. Local hunters 
kept the ridge cleared of trees, using it to hunt deer, which liked a 
forest edge. Hunting was easy; the men could drop a deer at two 


hundred yards.*? 


Ferguson, settling in atop King’s Mountain, wrote a letter to Maj. 
Robert Timpany of the New Jersey Volunteers, a former 
schoolteacherfrom Hackensack: “Between you & I, there has been an 
inundation of Barbarians, rather larger than expected.” If Ferguson 
was wotried, he did not show it. He had two women with him. One 


left before the shooting began.”° 


On October 7, a fast-riding detachment of about nine hundred 
Overmountain men, joined by other Rebels east of the mountains, 
found Ferguson. They dismounted, silently surrounded the ridge, 
and started climbing. Recent rain kept down the dust and soaked 
the forest’s carpet of leaves, muffling their tread. Their password 
was “Buford.” Knowing that, like them, the Loyalists would not be 
wearing uniforms, the Rebel soldiers put bits of white paper in their 
hats; Ferguson’s men used sprigs of pine. 


In a battle that lasted more than an hour, rifles cut down 320 
Tories, killing most of them. Ferguson, chirping on his silver whistle 
and rallying his men, rode on his white horse from one strongpoint 
to another. He wore a checkered hunting shirt over his uniform, and 
one moment, silhouetted against the sky, he became a target for 
numerous marksmen. At least seven bullets passed through his 


body.°! Capt. Abraham DePeyster, a New Yorker in the King’s 
American Regiment, took over and quickly raised a white flag, 
which was ignored by men who had heard about Tarleton’s failure 


to give quarter.°” Finally officers stopped the firing and accepted the 
surrender. 


The next day local Tories came to seek their loved ones. “Their 
husbands, fathers, and brothers lay dead in heaps, while others lay 
wounded or dying,” a Rebel wrote. Burying was hasty and shallow, 
and so later came the wolves, the dogs of dead masters, and the 


hungry farm pigs.°* The Rebels, who lost twenty-nine men, led off 
698 prisoners. 


On the road to a prison camp many would die. At a campfire 
court-martial, thirty-six were condemned to death. Nine were 
hanged by torchlight, three at a time, from the limb of a great oak 
tree. As three more were ready for the noose, the mountain men’s 
officers managed to stop the vengeance. Another prisoner was later 
executed for trying to escape. An unknown number, according to 
one of the few survivors of the Loyal American Regiment, “worn out 
with fatigue, and not being able to keep up” were “trodden to death 


in the mire.”°* 


The battle at King’s Mountain was a requiem for Tories 
everywhere in America. The reality of the Revolution was there on 
that Carolina ridge: The only British subject in the battle was 
Ferguson. Everyone else was an American, and those who chose to 
fight for King George III had chosen the wrong side. 


General Clinton later wrote that the battle at King’s Mountain was 
“the first link of a chain of evils” that ended in “the total loss of 


America.”°° Cornwallis retreated into South Carolina, and the 
Continental Congress called forth Nathanael Greene to lead a new 
southern army, which would badger Cornwallis out of the Carolinas 
and into Virginia, where the last link would be forged. 


* Today’s Elizabethton, Tennessee. 


* Another version: “If you choose to be pissed upon forever and ever... .” 


16 
DESPAIR BEFORE THE DAWN 
Puapevpnia 1778 ann West Point, Septemser 1780 


What but the fluctuation of our army enabled the enemy to detach so boldly 
to the southward, in ‘78 and ‘79... . And what will be our situation this 
winter? our army by the 1st of January diminished to little more than a 
sufficient garrison for West point, the enemy at full liberty to ravage the 


country wherever they please... . The army is ... dwindling into nothing. 


—Gen. George Washington! 


shington’s letter of despair went on for more than twenty-five 
hundred words, as he looked back to the lost Battles of Paoli 
and Germantown, the British conquest of Philadelphia, and the 
“cruel and perilous situation ... in the winter of ‘77, at the Valley 
Forge.” He wrote the letter as he was emerging from his darkest 
day: The treason of Benedict Arnold had been revealed only a 
month before. 


Sometime in June 1778, soon after Arnold took command of 
Philadelphia, Joseph Stansbury, a glass and china dealer, furnished 
the dining room of the mansion that Arnold had made his home and 
headquarters. Stansbury knew the mansion well, for he had dined 


there when General Howe was in residence.” Stansbury was a 
notorious Tory who had decided not to sail away to New York with 
theother panicky Tories, though he certainly seemed a likely 
candidate for self-exile. 

London-born, he had come to Philadelphia as a boy and grew into 
a witty young man known for his verses and song. In the first days 
of the Revolution he had been a tepid supporter of protests against 


British trade regulations. But he gradually became a Loyalist. Three 
months after Philadelphia celebrated the Declaration of 
Independence, Patriots placed him under house arrest for taunting 
Rebels by singing “God Save the King” and urging them to join him 


in the chorus.* His writing became Loyalist. In compassionate 
“Verses to the Tories” he wrote: 


Think not, tho wretched, poor, or naked, 
Your breast alone the Load sustains; 
Sympathizing Hearts partake it; 
Britain’s Monarch shares your pain... 4 

When Howe and his Redcoats marched into Philadelphia, 
Stansbury had been one of the Tories who cheered. He became a 
favorite of Howe’s, entertaining the general with Loyalist verse and 
songs. In one he has the gods meet on Olympus. Jove (Jupiter) says: 


Ye know, all ye Pow rs that attend my high Throne, 
Your Will to my Pleasure must bow: 

I will, that those Gifts which you prize as your own, 
Shall now be bestow’d on my Howe.” 

Stansbury became a confidant of Joseph Galloway, Howe’s 
spymaster and police chief. Galloway made Stansbury a 
commissioner of the night watch, a manager of the lottery for the 
poor, and an agent in Galloway’s spy network. When the Patriots 
returned to Philadelphia, Stansbury routinely took an oath of 
allegiance to the new nation and was thus officially clear of taint 


when he became Arnold’s interior decorator.© Stansbury had been 
one of the Tory entrepreneurs who had taken over Patriots’ stores 
when they fled the city. That act alonewould have qualified him as a 
despised Tory, shunned by any Patriot with a memory of British 
occupation. Arnold may not have seen Stansbury’s privately 
circulated poems. But it seems impossible for Arnold not to have 
learned of Stansbury’s Loyalist connections from the reports of 


Patriot agents who were in Philadelphia during the British 
occupation. 


In December 1778 Galloway received information he undoubtedly 
knew already: Arnold was “being thought a pert Tory” by Philadel- 
phians. A month later came another letter saying that Arnold had 
“behaved with lenity to the Tories’—and was to be married to 


Peggy Shippen.’” Arnold, a thirty-nine-year-old widower, wed her in 
April 1779, three months before she turned nineteen. 


As military governor Arnold won few friends among Patriots. 
Under loose fiscal oversight, he had been involved in shady dealings 
that led to a court-martial and an official reprimand from 
Washington. He antagonized important members of Congress. He 
lavishly issued passes to Tories who wanted to go to New York. This 
at a time when the Patriot government was charging hundreds of 
families with treason against Pennsylvania. In vain Arnold opposed 
the execution of two Quakers for treason. One was a gatekeeper 
appointed by Galloway, and the other was a miller who had sold 
provisions to the British and acted as a guide. Arnold saw their 
simultaneous hanging as mindless Patriot vengeance against the 


pacifist Society of Friends.® 


Sometime in the early spring of 1779 Arnold’s many grievances 
coalesced into his own treason. He sent for Stansbury. There is no 
record of their meeting, but there is a letter, written to Stansbury by 
Maj. John André, dated May 10, 1779, two weeks after General 
Clinton’s brilliant aide had become the director of Clinton’s secret 


service.” The letter reveals that Arnold had told Stansbury that he 
wanted to work for the British: 


Sir ... On our part we meet ArnGen Monk’s ouvertures with full 
reliance on his honourable Intentions and disclose to him with the 
strongest assurances of our Sincerity... . His own judgment will point 
out theservices required, but for his Satisfaction we give the following 
hints ... Contents of dispatches from foreign abettors—Original 


dispatches and papers which might be seized and sent to us—Channels 


thro’ which such dispatches pass, hints for securing them. Number and 


position of troops, whence & what reinforcements... . 


André made the mistake of almost writing an abbreviation of 
Arnold’s name and rank, crossed that out, and substituted “Monk,” 
the code name Arnold had chosen. Apparently he saw himself not as 
a traitor but as a heroic reincarnation of Gen. George Monck, who in 
1660, changing sides, helped to overthrow Parliament, end the 
Cromwell rebellion, and put Charles II on the throne. Thus began 
the months of Arnold-André-Stansbury correspondence that led to 
Arnold’s treason. 


Some letters were partially written in invisible ink. Most used 
ciphers (letters, symbols, or numbers substituted for real words) or 
codes (for which both writer and recipient must have a key, such as 


a codebook).!° Many letters have not been found, but there are 
enough to incriminate Peggy Shippen Arnold. In one André wrote to 
Stans-bury, instructing him to tell “The Lady” to write to André 
through one of her friends. “The letters may talk of the Meschianza 
& other nonsense,” André said. He wanted her letters to be sent 
through the sieve that was the Philadelphia—New York connection, 
which involved a postal service operating under an Arnold-approved 
flag of truce. André designed a system that left “every messenger 


remaining ignorant of what they are chareg’d with.”!! 


Newlywed Peggy, for example, wrote an innocent-looking note to 
John André to get him to contact her husband: “Mrs. Arnold ... is 
much obliged to him for his very polite and friendly offer of being 
serviceable to her ... [and] begs leave to assure Captain André that 


her friendship and esteem for him is not impaired.”!* Peggy Shippen 
Arnold knew what was going on, despite her husband’s later claim 


that she was “as innocent as an angel.”!° 


When Arnold took command of West Point, he made his 
headquarters at Beverley, the mansion of Col. Beverley Robinson, 
George Washington’s erstwhile Virginia friend who had become a 
Tory and commander of the Loyal American Regiment. Beverley had 


been confiscated after Robinson’s exposure as a Tory officer. Before 
Arnold and André began corresponding, Robinson had written to 
Arnold urging him to lead the Loyalist cause as an “important 
service to your country.” Robinson, a wealthy merchant and 
influential Loyalist, foresaw a defeated America becoming part of a 
prosperous British union that would “rule the universe ... bound, 


not by arms and violence but by the ties of commerce.”!4 
Arnold’s treason extended beyond his offer to hand over West 


Point for the equivalent of about one million dollars.!° The fall of 
that key fortress would have been a disaster for the Patriots. But 
that was to have been only the beginning, for Arnold saw himself as 
the leader of a British-Loyalist army that would not only punish the 
Rebels and win the war but also raise the esteem of Loyalist fighting 
men. Coincidentally just such a force, independent of Clinton and 
the British Army, was being proposed by William Franklin, the son 
of Benjamin Franklin and the deposed royal governor of New Jersey, 
who was fast becoming one of the most dangerous Tories in 
America. 


Franklin became aware of Arnold’s offer through Stansbury and 
another Tory poet drawn into the conspiracy as a go-between: the 
Reverend Jonathan Odell, who was both a satirist and an Anglophile 
(“Rise Britannia, rise bright star! / Spread thy radiance wide and 


far!”).1© Driven out of New Jersey for his Tory beliefs, Odell became 
chaplain of a Loyalist regiment on Staten Island. He also became a 
close friend of William Franklin, after whom Odell named his only 


son..7 


The drama of Arnold’s betrayal and André’s capture had a Tory 
subplot. Robinson was aboard HMS Vulture, which carried André up 
the Hudson to his rendezvous with Arnold. Joshua Hett Smith, a 
lawyer and the brother of the Tory attorney general of New York, 
handed over his house near West Point for the meeting at which 
Arnold gave André intelligence and documents about the fort’s 
defenses. Smith also helped André disguise himself with a civilian 
coat and hat. This was André’s fatal error, making him a spy rather 


than a British officer who, if captured, could claim the status of a 
prisoner of war. He compounded his error by hiding the documents 
in his socks, disobeying Clinton, who had ordered him not to carry 


incriminating papers.‘® 


The Vulture had been fired on by Patriot cannons. Smith, rather 
than helping André get back to the security of the Vulture, led him, 
on horseback, to a place on the Neutral Ground near British lines; 


from there André could supposedly walk to safe territory.'? Local 
people warned that Tory brigands, known as Cow-boys, were in the 
area, raiding and robbing. 


André, riding on alone, neared British lines. Three young men, in 
odd bits of uniform and toting muskets, stopped him. As one of 
them later related the encounter, André said, “Gentlemen, I hope 


you belong to our party.”7° 


“What party?” one of the men asked. 


“The lower party,” André said, referring to the Loyalists. He 
apparently thought he was among De Lancey’s Cow-boys. “Thank 
God, I am once more among friends. I am glad to see you. I am an 
officer in the British service.” 


But there were other outlaws in the area—Rebel plunderers, 
sometimes called “Skinners” because they skinned victims of their 
valuables. Maj. Benjamin Tallmadge, Washington’s chief intelligence 
officer, later called André’s captors “Cow-boys,” who were “roving 
and lurking above the lines, sometimes plundering on one side and 


sometimes on the other.”*! Whether Skinners or Cow-boys, they 
found the hidden papers, beginning the string of events that exposed 
Arnold, who would manage to reach the Vulture and safety ahead of 
his pursuers. The three captors were given medals by Congress. 


Clinton, who had a paternal affection for André, tried frantically 
to save his thirty-year-old aide from the gallows. Washington could 
find no way to change André’s fate without affecting the morale of 
his army or his own sense of military justice. He was, however, 
ready to exchange André for Arnold. Clinton had his own morale 


problem: Loyalists were cheering Arnold. Clinton feared that if he 
gave up Arnold, every Loyalist in America would turn against the 
British. 


Arnold himself sent a chilling threat to Washington: If he hanged 
André, “I call heaven and earth to witness that your Excellency 
willbe justly answerable for the torrent of blood that may be spilt in 
consequence.” Looking toward his new career in the British Army, 
he wrote: “I shall think myself bound by every tie of duty and honor 
to retaliate on such unhappy persons of your army as may fall 
within my power.” He also remarked darkly that André’s execution 


would put forty Patriot prisoners in South Carolina in jeopardy. 


Washington was not moved, though witnesses said his hand shook 
as he signed André’s death warrant. On October 2, 1780, at Tappan, 
New York, Washington’s headquarters about twenty miles up the 
Hudson from New York City, Maj. John André, in his regimental 


uniform, was hanged.?° 


Arnold’s treason and his raw threats came at a crucial moment in 
the Revolution. As Washington sat at his headquarters in New 
Jersey in October 1780 and wrote his letter of despair, he looked to 
the South and saw two states slipping away. He looked to Arnold 
and wondered what his treachery would bring. Arnold, 
commissioned a brigadier general in the British Army, gave new 
hope to Loyalists who wanted more of a combat role than the 
guarding of baggage trains. As commanding officer of a new Loyalist 
military organization, Arnold would bring a fresh ferocity to the 
battlefield. So would William Franklin’s Associated Loyalists. As 
Arnold had warned, there would be a torrent of blood. 


17 
BLOODY DAYS OF RECKONING 
New Jersey and New York, Jury 1779-May 1782 


The late conduct of the British demons in New Jersey, in the robberies, 
burnings, ravishments and murders, with a long catalogue of crimes as 
black as hell! is a call louder than lightening ... against the tyrant and his 
bloody butchers. 


—Newspaper report on terror warfare in New Jersey! 


lowly the Loyalists’ hope of victory ebbed, and vengeance filled 
S the void. William Franklin, who once had been New Jersey’s royal 

governor, was by 1780 the angry, frustrated personification of all 
Tories who felt forgotten by Britain. But Franklin still had power, 
strangely enhanced by the fact that an infamous Rebel, Ben 
Franklin, was his father. William Franklin, with his uncanny ability 
to attach himself to the possessors of power, had become the 
confidant of John André, who, as General Clinton’s secret service 
chief and adjutant general, controlled the flow of intelligence from 
and to Clinton. And when André was executed, Franklin coolly 
moved on to André’s successor, Oliver De Lancey. 


In De Lancey, Franklin found an ally for a plan that went beyond 
the raids that once more were bloodying the Neutral Ground. Mostly 
at his own expense De Lancey had raised three Loyalist regiments of 
five hundred men each, creating what became known as De Lancey’s 


Brigade. He was made a brigadier general, adding that military 
clout to the matchless power of his formidable family. As Franklin 
saw the future, no longer would Loyalists be hit-and-run raiders on 
the fringes of the war: They would mobilize into strong military 


units and help to win the war, which was, after all, the Loyalists’ 
war, not Britain’s. 


Franklin balanced his ties to De Lancey by becoming a friend of 
William Smith, who had married into the Livingston family, 
longtime rivals of the De Lancey clan. Smith, whose father had been 
chief justice of New York, had known Clinton for many years. The 
two lived only two doors apart on Broadway. Smith, although 
secretly critical of Clinton’s strategic decisions, was an influential 


adviser to the general.” 


Franklin’s hatred of Rebels stemmed from his treatment in their 
hands. They doubly despised him, as a traitor to his father and a 
traitor to the colony he had governed. And he was harder to drive 
from office than any other Tory governor. Unlike others he would 
not flee or fade away. 


William Franklin was born about 1731 to an unidentified “mother 
not in good Circumstances” and raised by Franklin and his common- 
law wife, Deborah Read Franklin. “Billy,” as his indulgent father 
called him, studied in a prestigious classical academy in 
Philadelphia, enlisted in the colonial army, and grew “fond of a 
military Life.” But he drifted into law, reading under one of his 
father’s closest friends in Philadelphia, Joseph Galloway. When he 
returned to civilian life he worked with his father on electrical 
experiments, including the one that involved sending aloft a kite 


with a metal key attached during a lightning storm.° 


His father, as a colonial agent in London, arranged for William to 
continue his law studies there. While William was in London, he 
basked in his father’s fame and charmed royal officials. That began 
his political career, which, with his father’s unabashed influence, 
produced his appointment as governor of New Jersey in 1762.4 
Sailing offto his royal post, he left his father behind in London to 
cope with the growing crisis between the Crown and the colonies. 


Beginning with his support of the Stamp Act and continuing 
through his colony’s growing mood of rebellion, William skillfully 
warded off critics and held on to his post. He was proudly Loyalist, 
declaring that “the most heinous Rage of the most intemperate 
Zealots” could not “induce me to swerve from the Duty I owe His 


Majesty.”° Nor, obviously, could his father. 


In 1775 Ben Franklin returned from his long stay in London to 
take up the work of the Revolution. With him was William’s son, 
William Temple Franklin (always called Temple), born in London 
around 1759. His mother, like his grandmother, was 
unacknowledged, except for his middle name, which suggests that 
he had been conceived while his father was studying at the Middle 
Temple court of law in London. Temple was put in a foster home, 
his raising and education paid for by his grandfather. Temple’s 
father ignored him and married a wealthy, well-connected British 


woman in 1762, as the governorship was about to come to him.® 


Temple accompanied his grandfather when Ben Franklin left 
London, arriving in Philadelphia on May 5, less than a month after 
the Battles of Concord and Lexington. Shortly after, Ben, William, 
and Galloway met at Trevose Manor, Galloway’s palatial 
seventeenth-century home about twenty miles north of Philadelphia. 
The meeting banished any hope of reconciliation. Only Galloway 
and William Franklin had any common ground. Ben had already 
rejected Galloway’s Plan of Union, and William Franklin had 
already begun defying his provincial assemblymen as they marched 


toward revolution. 


On June 15, 1776, the New Jersey Provincial Congress declared 
Franklin “an enemy to the liberties of this country” and ordered him 
arrested. Franklin, using arguments both legal and vituperative, 
protested. But the Continental Congress confirmed the arrest order 
and put Franklin in the custody of Governor Jonathan Trumbull of 
Connecticut. By chance he was brought before Trumbull on 


America’s first Fourth of July.® Franklin partisans claimed that he 
was placed in the notorious New-Gate Prison (named after the 


London original)in East Granby, Connecticut. Prisoners were kept in 
cells carved into the shafts of what had been a copper mine. Many 
Tories were jailed there, and Washington was said to have 
personally sent a few “flagrant and atrocious villains” to New-Gate. 


Franklin, however, was not one of them.? 


He signed a parole drawn up by Trumbull, who put him in the 
first of a series of residences, giving him freedom to walk around 
town. He started openly acting as a Tory leader, issuing long- 
distance pardons to Loyalists in Connecticut and New Jersey to 
broaden his power base. The politicking violated his parole. So 
Trumbull put him in the Litchfield town jail. He was there when he 
learned that his wife, a refugee in New York, had died. He became 
so melancholy that he was released to a private residence. In 
October 1778 he was exchanged for John McKinley, the president 
(governor) of Delaware, who had been captured in Wilmington after 


a battle in September 1777.'° Franklin headed straight for New York 
City, offered his services to Clinton, and founded, without Clinton’s 
blessing, a Loyalist movement innocuously named the Refugee Club. 
Members of the club showed that they were not conspirators by 
announcing their meetings at Hicks’s Tavern in newspapers. They 
appeared to be no more than socializing Loyalists. But Franklin had 


more than chatting in mind.!! 


Loyalists, particularly those whose property had been seized by 
Rebels, had begun calling themselves refugees to advertise their 
woeful status. New York City officials appointed an “Inspector of the 
Claims of the Refugees” and later a four-man board “to regulate the 


bounty of government to the refugees.”!? Both Loyalists and Patriots 
used “Refugees” for Tories who had fled New Jersey to join the 
British in New York, often returning to their native state as 
marauders. Some refugees had come from as far away as Georgia to 


find sanctuary and work for the Loyalist cause.!* 


Franklin’s youthful fondness for the military life bloomed anew in 
New York. He had enough sense and experience to realize there was 
no possibility of creating an actual Loyalist army. Clinton was 


absolutely in charge, signing himself “General and Commander in 
Chief of all his Majesty’s Forces within the Colonies laying on the 
Atlantic 


Ocean, from Nova Scotia to West-Florida, inclusive, &c. &c.”!4 


Clinton was not against Tory military units, and he did authorize 
their deployment alongside his British Regulars in battle. But the 
kind of military organization that Franklin envisioned was a 
guerrilla force that would terrorize Rebels and rouse Loyalists. 
Clinton spurned the use of terror. 


Another former royal governor, Maj. Gen. William Tryon, gave 
Clinton a rationalization for terrorizing the Rebels. Tryon pointed 
out that the Rebels’ own tactics were based on terror—” the general 
Dread of their Tyranny” and expectation of “our forbearance.” So, 
Tryon went on, he joined others who “apprehend no Mischief ... if a 
general Terror and Despondency can be awaked among a People 
already divided.” Tryon wrote about his views on terror after 
practicing his beliefs in a devastating raid on Connecticut civilians. 


On July 2, 1779, Tryon assembled about twenty-six hundred 
soldiers—Regulars, Hessians, and a major Loyalist military unit, the 
King’s American Regiment. The regiment, originally known as 
Fanning’s Corps, was led by Tryon’s secretary, Col. Edmund 


Fanning.!° Among the black Tory soldiers in the unit was John 
Thompson, the secret courier who had worked for Tryon when he 
ran a Loyalist underground from his cabin on board the Duchess of 
Gordon. 


One of Fanning’s officers in the Connecticut raiding party was 
Capt. John McAlpine, who had been jailed by Rebels for recruiting. 
His recruits, in an early display of their fidelity, had broken into the 


jail and freed him.'© His would be a fighting regiment, destined to 
serve on many battlefields. But on this day, as they boarded ships in 
New York City, they were part of a terror force. 


The first target was New Haven, Connecticut. At dawn, atop the 
campus chapel, Yale president Ezra Stiles surveyed the raiders’ fleet 
through his telescope and later saw soldiers landing and advancing 


from shore. Stiles immediately gathered college records and hid 
them away. Tryon had planned to burn down Yale and the rest of 
New Haven. But Fanning, a Yale graduate (class of 1757), persuaded 


Tryon not to torch the town.!” 


As the invaders disembarked, Yale students joined a volunteer 
company of about one hundred men who rushed to West Haven to 
delay the invaders while women and children fled from New Haven. 
Fifty-one-year-old Napthali Daggett, a professor of divinity and a 
former Yale president, got off a few shots from his ancient fowling 
piece. His moments on the battlefield would go down in Yale 
history: 

A British officer yelled, “What are you doing there, you old fool, 
firing on His Majesty’s troops?” 

“Exercising the rights of war,” Daggett professorially answered. 


“If I let you go this time, you old rascal, will you ever fire again 
on the troops of His Majesty?” 


“Nothing more likely,” he replied. British soldiers then bayoneted 
and clubbed him. They probably would have killed him if one of his 
former students, William Chandler, a classmate of Nathan Hale, had 
not intervened. Chandler, a Tory officer, and his brother, Thomas, 
were guiding Tryon’s men during their all-day looting of the city. 
William and Thomas were the sons of Joshua Chandler, a Yale 
alumnus and a wealthy New Haven Tory whom Rebels had briefly 


jailed for his outspoken support of the Loyalist cause.'® 


The muskets of the Yale volunteers and militiamen slowed down 
the raiders for a short time. At least one Tory officer was killed and 
seven enlisted men wounded; twenty-three Patriots were killed and 


fifteen wounded.!? Tryon made no effort to stop the looting or 
harassing of townspeople as his force took possession of the port. 
The next morning they burned ships, goods, and whatever ordnance 
they could find and then withdrew to their fleet. The entire 
Chandler family went with them. A neighbor said he entered the 
vacant Chandler house, untouched by looters, and saw on a dining 


table a meal laid out and uneaten. The Connecticut government 
seized Chandler’s estate.° 


Next the troops sailed for Fairfield, a smaller town about twenty- 
five miles to the south. Alarm cannons fired on the foggy morning of 
July 7, after lookouts in a small hilltop fort spotted the Tryon fleet 
nearing Fairfield. The fleet’s pilot was a Fairfield man, George Hoyt, 
who would accompany them ashore and guide them as they 
destroyed his town. 


Townspeople—mostly women, children, and elderly men—drove 
livestock into the woods and hid their silver in wells or within the 
clefts of stone walls. In midafternoon the soldiers began landing on 
Fairfield’s beach. Two columns separated and marched to the 
parade ground in the center of town, where Tryon himself posted a 
proclamation calling on all residents to swear allegiance to the king. 
No one seems to have paid any attention to the piece of paper. As in 
New Haven, militiamen fired on the invaders with muskets and 
cannons. But the overwhelmingly outnumbered defenders fell back 
before the raiders’ intense musketry and cannon fire from the 
offshore ships. Tryon easily took control of the town, setting up his 


headquarters in a large house near the parade ground.7! 


Again Tryon did not prevent his troops from terrifying the 
civilians, especially women. Several told later of being menaced, 
their silver shoe buckles and silver buttons torn away, their homes 
pillaged, their furniture smashed. One woman said _ soldiers 
“attempted, with threats and promises, to prevail upon me to yield 
to their unchaste and unlawful desires.” After she “obstinately 
denied them my body, these men then and there dragged me to bed 
and attempted violence, but thanks to God there appeared that 
instant two persons who rescued me.” After hearing what happened, 


Tryon posted two men to guard her from further outrages.?” 

Tryon sought out the house of Thaddeus Burr, a town judge. 
Finding the judge absent, Tryon demanded the judge’s official 
papers from his wife, Eunice Burr. “I told him,” she later recounted, 
“there were none but of very old dates, which related to the old 


estates. The general said, those are what we want, for we intend to 
have the estates. Upon which he ordered an officer to take them... .” 
After Tryon left, she said, “a pack of the most barbarous ruffians” 
entered the house. The woman ran into the yard, where the men 
threw her to the ground and began searching her for a watch they 
thought she had, “pulling and tearing my clothes from me in a most 
barbarousmanner.” Capt. Thomas Chapman of the King’s American 
Regiment, whom she knew socially, appeared and stopped the 


assault.2° 


Tryon then ordered the burning of houses, one by one, including 
the Burr home. As the day was reddening with sunset and flames, a 
thunderstorm broke and lightning laced the sky. One resident felt it 
was enough to make a person believe that “the final day had 
arrived.” The sudden rain did not quench the flames, which were 


visible for miles around.2* 


The Reverend John Sayre, who had come to Fairfield as its 
Anglican minister in 1774, was such an unremitting Loyalist that 
Rebels had declared him to be “a person inimical and dangerous to 
the interests of the United States” and exiled him to Farmington, 
Connecticut, fifty-six miles inland. Rebels later relented and allowed 
him back. Now, on this day of fiery invasion, Sayre went to Tryon 
and pleaded with him to stop the torching of the town. Tryon 


promised to spare certain homes, including Sayre’s.?° Local legend 
held that Tory homes were marked with black chimney stripes. 
Other residents and servants fled their houses. At one, raiders began 
their arson by snatching burning coals from a large fireplace and 
tossing them onto the wooden floor. As soon as they left, a slave 
slipped in, scooped up the coals, and threw them out, saving the 


house. The floor’s burn marks can still be seen.2° 


The next morning Tryon withdrew, his troops burdened with loot. 
They left behind the smoldering embers of many houses and the 
bodies of several slain residents, including three men bayoneted to 
death and another fatally shot for ignoring a soldier’s order. Sayre, 
his wife, and eight children all joined Tryon on the path to shore 


and waiting boats, as did George Hoyt, the Tory guide. Furious 
militiamen aimed a cannon at the home of Hoyt’s kin, a suspected 
Tory. A militia officer intervened, and the cannon was not fired. 


Tryon assigned Hessians to be his rear guard, shielding his guests 
and the rest of the force as it withdrew. The departing Hessians put 
a final touch to the raid, setting fire to Sayre’s church and home, the 
Congregational Meetinghouse, and __— the Congregational 


minister’shome.?’ Tryon and his men destroyed ninety-seven houses, 
seventeen barns, forty-eight stores, two schools, a county building, 


and three churches.2® 


The raiders sailed on to Norwalk, a few miles south of Fairfield, 
and began disembarking troops for an attack on that busy port. 
Again, after driving off a small militia force, Tryon took possession 
of the town. His men stole whatever they considered valuable and 
burned everything else, including whaleboats and small vessels in 
the harbor. The toll was 135 houses, two churches, eighty-seven 
barns, twenty-two storehouses, seventeen shops, four mills, and tons 


of newly harvested hay and wheat.?? 


Tryon’s fleet sailed next across the Sound to Huntington, Long 
Island, where he was refitting and resupplying his ships for 
continued raiding when he received orders to cancel further raids 
and report back to General Clinton. Tryon’s infuriated superior had 
two reasons to reprimand Tryon for acting “contrary to his ... 
Orders.” First, the casualties. For no apparent military gain, the 
terror raids left twenty-six of Tryon’s men killed, ninety wounded, 
and thirty-two missing. And second, the raids produced a fuming 


reaction among Patriots, who would turn that anger into revenge.°° 


Tryon’s raid against Danbury two years before had had a military 
rationale because the town was the site of a Continental Army 
supply depot. This time Clinton had approved attacks along the 
Connecticut coast because he believed they would compel 
Washington, whose army was in New Jersey, to send troops to the 
rescue, giving Clinton an opportunity to strike across the Hudson at 


a diminished foe.*! Washington saw through Clinton’s strategy and 
outwitted him by ordering Brig. Gen. Anthony Wayne to lead a raid 
on Stony Point, the British “Little Gibraltar” on the Hudson. 
Washington knew from his spies that Clinton had withdrawn men 
from the fort to add to Tryon’s force. 


On his march to Stony Point, Wayne arrested civilians to keep any 
Tories from warning the British. In the swift midnight attack a bullet 
grazed Wayne’s brow. His men took more than four hundred 
prisoners, along with several cannon and other military booty in 


what was the war’s last major battle in the North.*? 


The attack on Stony Point emphasized Clinton’s blunder in 
authorizing Tryon’s raids, which Clinton had vaguely viewed as 
harassment, not terrorism. Although he had neither suggested nor 
forbidden arson, in the words of his critic and adviser, William 
Smith, “Sir Henry wished the Conflagrations, and yet not to be 


answerable for them.”?* 


Clinton demanded a written report from Tryon, presumably so 
that he could prepare an explanation for anticipated criticism from 
London. In his report Tryon insisted that the Rebels had to be 
punished for their rebellion “if possible without injury to the 
loyalists.” By terrorizing the Rebels, he said, he had instilled in them 
fear of reprisals. He expected “no mischief to the public from the 
irritation of a few in rebellion if a general terror and despondency 
can be awakened among a people already divided ... and easily 


impressible.”°4 


If Clinton feared censure from London, he was wrong. Lord 
Germain approved the raids, signaling what Tryon and William 
Franklin already knew: The conduct of the war was changing. What 
Tryon had labeled “desolation warfare” had been renewed, not by 
Clinton’s soldiers but by William Franklin and his creation, the 
Board of Associated Loyalists. Tryon backed Franklin’s Associated 
Loyalists, his instrument for taking the waging of the war away from 


Clinton and the “Parcel of Blockheads” around him.*° 


Tryon was a Briton of high military and social class. Franklin was a 
Loyalist and a son who was not only rebelling against the Patriots 
but also against his own father. Franklin felt that as a Loyalist he 
better understood the realities of the war and the Rebels than the 
British Army or its German hirelings. He had governed one of the 
mightiest Tory strongholds in America. By one estimate about a 
third of New Jersey’s population—some five thousand people—were 
Tories. In Bergen County, just across the river from New York City, 


Franklin believed he could create an army.*° Eventually more than 
two thousand men would serve in the New Jersey Volunteers.°” 


While Tryon was preparing for his Connecticut raids, Franklin 
presented to him—as commander of the provincial forces in 
America—aplan that would make the Board of Associated Loyalists 
an independent, quasi-military force whose operations would 
“distress the Enemy in any Quarter not expressly forbid by the 
Commander in Chief.” 


The distress would include pillage, for Franklin adopted a practice 
of Tryon’s desolation warfare: The raiders had the right to keep all 


“the plunder they take, which is to be only from rebels.”°° Tryon 
endorsed the plan, which called for battalions of about 250 men and 
a fleet of ships and whaleboats. Nine prominent New York and New 


Jersey Loyalists began recruiting for Franklin.°° 


Public notice of Franklin’s organization came on December 30, 
1780, in Rivington’s New-York Gazetteer, which published the 
“Declaration of the Board of Directors of Associated Loyalists.” The 
group, it noted, had been established “for embodying and 
employing such of his Majesty’s faithful subjects in North America, 
as may be willing to associate under their direction, for the purpose 
of annoying the sea-coasts of the revolted Provinces and distressing 
their trade, either in co-operation with his Majesty’s land and sea 
forces, or by making diversions in their favor, when they are 


carrying on operations in other parts.”*? 
y 


The announcement made clear to any discerning reader that the 
Associated Loyalists were to wage an independent war. Franklin’s 
Associators, as they were called, got British Army benefits but not 
British Army control. The Associators would be commanded by their 
own officers, recommended by the board and commissioned by 
Clinton. He would furnish them with arms, ammunition, and 
rations, along with vessels that they would crew. If they were sick or 
wounded, they would be treated in royal army hospitals. Each 
Associator would “receive a gratuitous grant of Two Hundred Acres 
of Land in North America.” In a reluctant concession to Franklin, 
Clinton also gave him the right to handle his own prisoners, rather 
than place them in the regular British Army prisoner-of-war 


system.*! 


The ten-man board of directors, headed by Franklin and approved 
by Clinton, included Josiah Martin, who had succeeded Tryon as 
governor of North Carolina. Back in 1775 Martin had deliriously 
foreseen stamping out rebellion in his colony with a Loyalist 
forcenumbering in the thousands, especially “throughout all the 


very populous western counties of this Province.”** Also on the 
board was Brigadier Timothy Ruggles, who had pioneered the idea 
of organizing armed Loyalists. Other members were Daniel Cox, 
who had been a royal councillor in New Jersey, and George Duncan 
Ludlow, victim of a Rebel home plundering and superintendent of 


police on Tory Long Island.*° 


George Leonard, who had been a volunteer Tory combatant in the 
Battle of Lexington, was the maritime member of Franklin’s board. 
Leonard had gone to England and won from the king himself 
approval of a new Loyalist organization, the Loyal Associated 
Refugees, which provided the ships, boats, crews, and forces for 


seagoing raids.44 Franklin’s fleet intensified the whaleboat war 
being waged in the Sound, where Rebels in Connecticut and 
Refugees in Long Island raided each other’s shores, plundering and 
kidnapping. 


In a short time more than four hundred Loyalists became 
Associators. Franklin began feeling like an important placeman 
again. But he also felt “shackled,” because, despite Germain’s 
endorsement of the Board of Associated Loyalists, Clinton insisted 
on approving every mission that Franklin and his board planned. In 
reality, however, there seems to have been little British control over 
the amphibious Associators’ raids and privateering along the New 
Jersey coast. 


New Jersey had become an odd kind of battleground, on which 
vengeful partisans warred while their respective armies remained 
essentially above the fray. Since the Battle of Monmouth, the war 
had been deadlocked in the North, each army so entrenched that it 
dared not attack the other. But once again the armies were foraging 
in the Neutral Ground. 


Occasionally there were large-scale foraging raids. In March 1780, 
for instance, about three hundred British Regulars and Hessians 
attacked Hackensack, “a large and beautiful settlement consisting of 
about two hundred houses,” as Johann Conrad Dohla, a Hessian 
soldier, wrote in his diary. 


All the houses “were immediately broken into and everything 
ruined... . All the male[s] were taken prisoners, and the town hall 
andsome other splendid buildings were set on fire. We took 
considerable booty, money, silver pocket watches, silver plate and 
spoons, as well as furniture, good clothing, fine English linen, good 
silk stockings, gloves, and neckcloths, as well as other expensive 


silks, satins, and other materials.”4° Dohla was disappointed because 
he and his men had to abandon so much loot after being harassed 
by Rebel militiamen. Still, they did carry off about fifty or sixty men 


for future prisoner ransoming and exchanging.*° 


“There was no trusting of the inhabitants, for many of them were 
friendly to the British, and we did not know who were or who were 
not,” wrote Private Joseph Plumb Martin, that intrepid chronicler of 
the Revolution. Assigned to a Continental Army guard force along 
the New Jersey shore, Martin told of a night when armed Refugees 


came ashore, killed a Continental guard, and burst into a house 
where guardsmen were quartered. “After they had done all the 
mischief they could in the house,” Martin wrote, “they proceeded to 
the barn and drove off five or six head of Mr. Halstead’s young 
cattle, took them down upon the point and killed them, and went 
off in their boats, that had come across from the island for that 


purpose, to their den among the British.”*7 


Vicious warfare was continual between armed Loyalists and the 
Rebel militias—along with an assortment of freebooters, Cow-boys, 
Skinners, highwaymen, and robbers who knew no other cause than 
the filling of their own purses. A peculiar New Jersey breed was the 
Pine-Banditti, who operated out of the dense forests of the Pine 
Barrens in the southern coastal plain. Typically justice was 
dispensed without judges. Three Pine-Banditti, for example, were 
simply put to death after being caught by Rebel militiamen in 


Monmouth County.*® Joseph Mulliner, the most notorious of the 
Pine-Banditti, raided from a base near Little Egg Harbor. Mulliner, a 
newspaper reported, “made practice of burning houses” and robbing 
“all who fell in his way, so that when he came to trial it appeared 
that the whole country, both whigs and tories, were his enemies.” 
Mullinerwas hanged for high treason against New Jersey on August 


8, 1781.49 By one reliable count, from the time of the Battle of 
Monmouth to the end of the war, there were 266 raids and other 
clashes in New Jersey and 108 attacks or other incidents between 
June 1778 and 1783 along the state’s coast or on its rivers. Most 


actions were Rebel privateer attacks on British shipping.°° 


The Associators staged many hit-and-run operations, but none of 
them was militarily significant because Clinton, a professional 
dealing with an amateur, manipulated the British Army bureaucracy 
to thwart Franklin. Then, in December 1779, General Clinton sailed 
south with about seven thousand British, Hessian, and Loyalist 
troops to launch the southern strategy, once again anticipating a 
rising of Loyalists. Before leaving, Clinton put a Hessian officer, Lt. 


Gen. Wilhelm von Knyphausen, in command. If Knyphausen agreed, 
Franklin, Smith, and Tryon would now have their chance to show 
that Loyalists could rise in New Jersey, too. 


Washington and the Continental Army were in winter quarters in 
Morristown, New Jersey, about thirty-five miles west of New York. 
Hunger—and mutiny—stalked the encampment. Starving, freezing 
men were trying to live through a winter so cold that, for the first 
time in memory, both the Hudson River and Long Island Sound 


were frozen solid.°! “At one time it snowed the greater part of four 
days successively, and there fell nearly as many feet deep of snow,” 
wrote Private Martin, who had lived through a milder winter at 
Valley Forge. “.... We were absolutely, literally starved... . I saw 


several of the men roast their old shoes and eat them.”°2 


An attack on Washington’s dwindling mutinous army looked easy 
on the map: Cross from Staten Island to Elizabethtown Point, which 
was within British lines. Then across about ten miles of fairly 
friendly territory to Springfield, which was at the threshold of the 
Hobart Gap, a pass through the Watchung Mountains. Behind those 
natural ramparts was Washington’s encampment. An enemy force 
massing at Springfield would surely draw him out to a decisive 
battle. 


William Smith, Franklin’s ally and Clinton’s secret enemy, became 
the intelligence chief for a possible thrust toward Springfield. 
Smithinterviewed deserters from the Continental Army and Loyalist 
spies. Another source was Christopher Sower, a Pennsylvanian who 
was a member of the Board of Associated Loyalists. He said that he 
had been told that Loyalists from his state and from Maryland 


would flock to join a British Army marching to attack Washington.°° 
All this positive information was presented to Maj. George 
Beckwith, a British Army intelligence officer. He translated for 
Knyphausen, who could not speak English. 


Some of the intelligence pouring in to Beckwith was false. George 
Washington, who often acted as spymaster of the Continental Army, 
ordered the commander at West Point to “magnify the present force 


on the North [Hudson] river, but keep it within the bounds of what 
may be thought reasonable or probable.” Whatever other 
misinformation Washington may have spread is not known. But 
documents show he was getting good intelligence from his own 
agents. As early as March 11 he had received an intelligence report 
that “the enemy have it in contemplation to pay us a visit (and in a 
very short time).” He was also aware that “the enemy have taken up 
a large number of vessels (it seems for an expedition against this 
quarter). All the houses on the western and northern sides of Staten 
Island are taken for barracking troops.” 


In anticipation of an attack he ordered the inspection of “certain 
Signals established for alarming the Militia in case of a serious 
movement.” These were tall log towers filled with brush and set 
afire to bespeak alarm. Seeing the flames—or hearing alarm 
cannons boom on Mount Hobart and elsewhere—militiamen would 


muster at prearranged sites.°* 


Knyphausen kept authorizing sporadic raids while building up 
forces for a major offensive, a change in tempo that Washington’s 
agents had noted. Finally, on the night of June 6, 1780, with Clinton 
still in the South, Knyphausen sent six thousand men, including 
Loyalist units, into New Jersey. The force outnumbered 


Washington’s army nearly two to one.°’ Washington kept most of 
his Continental men in Morristown, leaving defense of their 
homeland to the New Jersey Continental Brigade and _ local 
militiamen. Responding to themustering alarms, they tracked the 
invaders, sniping at them as they slowly headed west, finally 
stopping at a village called Connecticut Farms (now Union). 


The pastor of the Presbyterian church in Connecticut Farms was 
the Reverend James Caldwell, who had moved there from Elizabeth- 
town (now Elizabeth) after Tory raiders torched his church and tried 
to kidnap him. When Knyphausen’s Tories arrived in Connecticut 
Farms, the minister was in Morristown serving as a chaplain. His 
wife, Hannah, was home with their nine children. Militiamen and 
civilians were firing from their houses at the invaders. The invaders 


began setting fire to the houses and to Caldwell’s church. Someone 
—perhaps a militiaman, perhaps a Redcoat, perhaps a Tory—fired 
through the window of Caldwell’s house, killing Hannah Caldwell 
instantly. 


The next morning, Knyphausen, shadowed by militamen, 
withdrew to Elizabethtown Point. He had just learned that General 
Clinton, having taken Charleston, South Carolina, was sailing home 
with most of his men. For the next thirteen days the invaders 
camped in Elizabethtown, fought off skirmishing militiamen, and 
awaited Clinton. Newspapers spread the word about the torching of 
Connecticut Farms and the killing of Hannah Caldwell, denounced 


as murder by “one of the barbarians.”°° The possibility of an 
accidental shooting was quickly eclipsed by propaganda and outrage 
over the Tory murderers. 


On June 23 Knyphausen set out for Springfield again, this time 
under orders from Clinton, who would take his own southern army 
up the Hudson, hoping to split Washington’s forces and destroy the 
Continental Army. Rebel fury, rather than Tory fervor, rose along 
the path that Knyphausen was now taking for the second time. New 
Jersey Volunteers and the Queen’s American Rangers, marching in 
the advance guard, got no new Tory recruits. This time, however, 
British artillery backed up the infantry, and fierce fighting forced 
Washington to send more Continentals into battle at Springfield, 
about a dozen miles from Morristown. 


Stymied, Knyphausen pulled back, setting fire to houses as he 
withdrew. Enraged militiamen, some of whom saw their own 
homesburning, pursued the retreating rear guard, which included 
Queen’s Rangers and a German unit of Jagers, who suffered heavy 
casualties. In the two battles, some twenty militiamen and 
Continentals were killed. About three hundred of Knyphausen’s men 
were killed, wounded, or missing. The commander of the Jagers, 
writing home to Germany, summed up the seemingly pointless 
battles: “I regret from the depths of my heart that the great loss of 


the Jagers took place to no greater purpose.°” 


But the battles had achieved unexpected results. The Loyalists lost 
their hold on much of New Jersey, as Patriots in Springfield 
immediately demonstrated: They ordered their Tory neighbors to 
get out of town with only whatever they could carry. The 
Springfield exiles became refugees and headed for Staten Island, 


well behind the invaders, who were going to the same place.°*® The 
fiasco should have wiped out William Franklin and his Board of 
Associated Loyalists, but his influence among Loyalists extended 
beyond New York and New Jersey. 


Sometime in the spring of 1781 the Associated Loyalists sent an 
agent to Maryland to set in motion a plot aimed at raising a large 
force of Loyalists who would spearhead a British strike into 
Chesapeake Bay, peeling off Maryland and Virginia from the North. 
Local Patriots learned of the plot and obtained documents bearing 
the names of the Maryland Tories involved. In July 1781 seven of 
the accused plotters were put on trial before a three-man tribunal, 
which found them guilty of high treason against Maryland. 


After telling the men to make their peace with God, the presiding 
judge handed down the sentence: “You shall be carried to the gaol 
of Frederick town and be hanged therein; you shall be cut down to 
the earth alive and your entrails shall be taken out and burnt while 
you are yet alive, your heads shall be cut off, your body shall be 
divided into four parts and your heads and quarters shall be placed 
where his excellency the Governor shall appoint. So the Lord have 
mercy upon your poor souls.” Four of the sentences were 
commuted, but three were hanged. Contemporary accounts do not 
confirm the drawing and quartering, except to say the three men 


“suffered the full vigor ofthe law.”°? In Delaware jurors condemned 
another plotter, “seduced by the instigation of the Devil as a false 
rebel and traitor,” and ordered him executed in a _ similarly 


gruesome manner. 


It would take an international incident to finally bring down 
Franklin’s Associators. The incident traced to a day in September 


1780 when two notorious New Jersey terrorists fought a gun battle. 
Joshua Huddy, a captain in the Monmouth County militia, was in a 
house in the village of Colts Neck, about a dozen miles west of Long 
Branch. Surrounding the house was Colonel Tye, a runaway slave, 
and his gang of armed Tories. Huddy called himself a refugee 
hunter, using New Jersey Patriots’ favorite term for targeted Tories. 
And Tye, a pillaging Tory guerrilla, was the kind of refugee that 
Huddy hunted. 


In November 1775, after Lord Dunmore offered freedom to any 
slave who joined the British, Tye, twenty-one years old and six feet 


tall, fled to freedom from his master in Shrewsbury, New Jersey.°! 
He somehow made his way to Virginia and became a member of 
Dunmore’s Ethiopian Regiment. When the regiment disbanded, Tye 
returned to New Jersey, where he fought in the Battle of Monmouth. 
He then became a renegade refugee, leader of a quasi-military gang 
of Continental Army deserters and fugitive ex-slaves who looted 
Rebel homes and farms, kidnapped Rebel and militia leaders, and 
stole livestock and provisions for the British Army. British officers 
gave Tye the honorary rank of colonel and dubbed his gang the 


Black Brigade.° 


One of the brigade’s white commanders was Maj. Thomas Ward of 
the Loyal Refugee Volunteers, whose slaves included at least one of 
his black soldiers. Their headquarters was a timber-built fortress at 
Bull’s Ferry, New Jersey, across the Hudson from New York City. On 
their numerous raids they stole cattle, gathered intelligence, and 
helped fugitive slaves and refugees reach British lines. On wooded 
Rebel land they harvested firewood, vitally needed for the cook fires 
and fireplaces in the vast British establishment in New York. Ward 
was a law unto himself. Three of his black soldiers were hanged 
aftera British Army court-martial found them guilty of murdering a 
man; Ward was accused of ordering the killing but was never 


charged.®? 


Washington, irritated by the Bull’s Ferry raids, sent Brigadier 
General Wayne and about one thousand troops to wipe out the 


Loyalist base. About seventy Loyalists—a number of them probably 
Franklin’s Associators—were in the crude fortress, built against a 
sheer cliff. Wayne cannonaded the redoubt and tried to storm it. 
Finally, after fifteen of his men were killed and forty-nine wounded, 


he withdrew. Twenty-one Loyalists were killed or wounded.™ The 
rest lived on to continue pillaging and terrorizing the area. 


Huddy, meanwhile, accused of murdering several refugees, 
became a target for Tory vengeance. One of his victims was a Tory 
hanged from a tree limb after being charged with spying for the 
British. When asked about the hanging, Huddy said that all he had 
done was “slush” (grease) the rope and pull it. 


In the summer of 1780 Huddy took to the sea. The Continental 
Congress gave him a privateer’s commission to “set forth ... in a 
warlike manner” against the British in “the Armed boat called Black 


Snake.”©° He had been a privateer for about a month, when, one 


day, an hour before dawn, Colonel Tye and his men surrounded 
Huddy’s house. One of them broke a window, hoping to get in, seize 
Huddy, and get out quickly. The breaking glass awakened Huddy, 
who grabbed a musket and began firing. 


The raiders pulled back. A musket was fired from another 
window, then another. Tye was convinced that some of Huddy’s 
men were with him. Inside the house Huddy was acting like several 
shooters, moving from window to window, firing muskets. They 
were loaded and handed to him by the only other occupant, a young 
woman variously described as his housekeeper and mistress. 


One shot hit Tye in the wrist. He bandaged the wound and 
continued the attack, ordering some men to creep up to the house 
and set it afire. Huddy shouted that he would surrender if they 
extinguished the fire. They did, and he walked out. Tye led him 
away to a waiting whaleboat, which would take him through “the 
lines,” a wavering boundary along the New Jersey coast that marked 
the border betweenrefugees and Rebels. But militiamen, rushing 
toward the sound of musketry, saw the motley refugee gang pulling 


away and fired at the boat. In the confusion Huddy jumped 
overboard and escaped.°° 


Gangrene developed in Tye’s wound and he died. Stephen Blucke, 
a free black from Barbados, succeeded to Tye’s title and command, 
and the refugee raiding went on. To fight the refugee gangs, a group 
of citizens formed the Monmouth County Committee of Retaliation, 
headed by David Forman, a brigadier general in the state militia and 
a former judge. The committee, unattached to militias or the 
Continental Army, resembled Franklin’s unrestrained Board of 
Associated Loyalists. 


Acting as a shadow government, the Committee of Retaliation 
plundered and murdered refugees, often settling private grudges in 
the name of the Patriots. Forman owned a piece of property in 
Freehold that was known as the Hanging Place, where at least a 
dozen Loyalists were hanged before Forman saw reason to leave the 
state. The state legislature condemned the Retaliators as “utterly 


subversive of the Law” but could not stop them.°” Refugee and 
Retaliator raids continued until the end the war. 


On March 20, 1782, a mixed force of Franklin’s Associators and 
Pennsylvania Tories set off in whaleboats from New York City, 
escorted by the Arrogant, an armed brigantine, and sailed for the 
village of Toms River, New Jersey, about sixty miles south. They 
landed at the mouth of the river on Saturday, March 23, and were 
met by a group of local armed Tories. Just before dawn they all set 
off for their objective: a blockhouse at the edge of the village. 


The blockhouse was a stockade made of logs about seven feet tall, 
pointed on top, forming a square with no openings. The only way to 
enter or leave was by a scaling ladder. Every few feet there was an 
opening in the logs just large enough to sight and fire a musket. The 
blockhouse included a barracks and a partially underground room 
that was the powder magazine. On each of the corners was a small, 
pivoting cannon. 


The blockhouse guarded a saltworks, which produced salt from 
ocean water under a contract with the Continental Army. A vital 
military commodity, the salt was used in curing meat for shipment 
to soldiers. The workers, exempted from militia service, were armed 
and expected to aid in the defense of the works, a prime objective of 
Associated Loyalist raids. The saltworks also provided nearby 
residents with a chance to become war profiteers, buying a bushel of 
salt at fifteen dollars and then selling it to the Continental Army at 


Morristown for thirty-five dollars. 


The commander of the Toms River blockhouse was Joshua Huddy 
in a new incarnation as a captain of a state regiment attached to the 
Continental Army. When the raiders approached and demanded 
surrender, the defenders responded with muskets and cannons. In a 
short firefight several raiders were killed or wounded. But Huddy 
could see that he and his men were outnumbered about four to one. 
After seven defenders were killed or mortally wounded, Huddy 
surrendered the blockhouse. He was taken prisoner, along with 
sixteen others, four of them wounded. The Tories set fire to the 
blockhouse, killed a local militiaman, and then torched the 
saltworks and the entire village of Toms River. 


The prisoners were put aboard the Arrogant and taken off to the 
Sugar House Prison in New York City, where British prisoners of 
war were held. But Clinton had reluctantly given Franklin control 
over his prisoners. Capt. Richard Lippincott of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, on assignment from the Board of Associated Loyalists, 
transferred Huddy to a British warship in New York Harbor. 
Lippincott was carrying out secret verbal instructions from Franklin. 


A few days later Lippincott and a party of other Tories were 
rowed out to the warship. Lippincott went aboard, took custody of 
Huddy, put him in the boat, and beached at a desolate stretch of 
shore near Sandy Hook. Lippincott walked Huddy to a makeshift 
gallows, put a noose around his neck, pointed to a barrel under the 
gallows, gave him a piece of foolscap, and told him he could write 
his will. 


Using the barrelhead as a desk, Huddy made his will. A note on 
the back of the foolscap says, “The will of Captain Joshua Huddy, 
madeand executed the same day the Refugees murdered him, April 
12th, 1782.” He then climbed onto the barrel and a black Tory— 
probably one of Blucke’s men—kicked it over. When Huddy was 
dead, someone attached to his body a statement that began, “We, 


the refugees” and ended, “Up goes Huddy for Philip White.”©? 


Philip White had been a refugee raider captured by Rebels in a 
skirmish at Long Branch, New Jersey. According to the Rebel 
account, White was killed while attempting to escape. One of 
White’s guards was the son of a man White had killed, and so 
questions arose about the circumstances of White’s death. But 
Huddy was not involved. He was in prison in New York when White 
was killed. Clearly, up went Huddy because Franklin wanted a 


sacrificial atonement for White’s death.”° 


Even the Presbyterian minister who preached at Huddy’s funeral 
joined other Rebels in a demand for retribution. The roar of outrage 
quickly reached George Washington, who called the hanging an 
“instance of Barbarity.” Backed by Congress, Washington wrote to 
Clinton, warning that he would execute a British prisoner if Clinton 
did not turn over Lippincott. Clinton responded by ordering that 
Lippincott be court-martialed. 


Washington ominously directed that a British officer of similar 
rank to Huddy be selected by lot from prisoners of war and sent to 
the Continental Army encampment in Chatham, New Jersey. 
Thirteen officers confined in Pennsylvania were selected. Each drew 
from a hat a piece of paper. Twelve papers were blank. The paper 
with “unfortunate” written on it was drawn by Capt. Charles Asgill 
of the 1st Regiment of Foot, the twenty-year-old son of Sir Charles 
Asgill, a former lord mayor of London. 

It was also an unfortunate selection for Washington. Not only was 
Asgill from an illustrious family and famed regiment but his 
prisoner status was tied to an article of the surrender agreement at 


Yorktown, which stipulated that surrendered prisoners would be 


protected.’ Washington had accepted the surrender of General 
Cornwallis at 


Yorktown on October 19, 1781, ending the British southern 
campaign and effectively ending the war. 


By May 1782, when the Huddy crisis was flaring, informal talks 
between the British and an American Commission led by Ben 
Franklin were under way in Paris. If Washington ordered Asgill’s 
execution, William Franklin’s diehard Loyalists could wreck the 
peace negotiations. 


While the Lippincott court-martial was going on, Gen. Sir Guy 
Carleton replaced Clinton as commander of British forces in 
America, and Clinton sailed for home. Carleton, condemning 
“unauthorized acts of violence,” disbanded the Board of Associated 
Loyalists. But he could do nothing about the court-martial, whose 
members included such leading Loyalist officers as Brig. Gen. 
Cortlandt Skinner, founder of the New Jersey Volunteers, and Col. 
Beverley Robinson, commander of the Loyal American Regiment. 
Not waiting for the outcome of the court-martial, Franklin left for 
England, never to return. 


Carleton had been in command little more than a month when the 
verdict came in. The court found that Lippincott was convinced that 
“it was his Duty to obey the Orders of the Board of Directors of 
Associated Loyalists.” He said he had not committed murder and 


thus was not guilty.”? The verdict stunned Washington. He knew 
that he had to make good his threat of retaliation, a decision that 
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“has distressed me exceedingly,” he said in a letter.’? Then, 
unexpectedly, came a reprieve for both Asgill and Washington. 


Asgill’s mother, Lady Asgill, had written a pleading letter to the 
Comte de Vergennes, the French foreign minister, asking him to 
intercede. Vergennes sent his own plea to Washington, along with 
the mother’s letter. Washington, touched by both maternal love and 
French diplomacy, submitted the appeal to Congress, which told 
Washington to free Asgill. Because of the long time it took for letters 


to travel, Asgill was not released until November.’* By then a 
preliminary peace treaty had been negotiated. 


The last major event of the war in the North came in September 
1781 when Benedict Arnold burned down New London, about 
twelvemiles from his Connecticut birthplace. There was an 
apocalyptic air to this final act in Arnold’s long war—five years in 
the Continental Army, one year in the British Army—as he led 
turncoats to their deaths on his native soil. The core of his invasion 
force was his American Legion, which included more than two 


hundred deserters from the Continental Army.”° Arnold’s force of 
about seventeen hundred men also included New Jersey Volunteers 
and some refugees attached to the Volunteers. 


Local Tories—called “friends to Government” in Arnold’s report to 
Clinton—told him that the two forts guarding New London Harbor 
were undermanned. But the Patriots fought ferociously, even 
resorting to spears when Arnold’s force stormed Fort Griswold. Lt. 
Col. Abraham Van Buskirk, a founder of the Volunteers back in New 
Jersey, entered the fort. In his report, Arnold said that most of the 
Patriot officers, among them the fort commander, Lt. Col. William 
Ledyard, “were found dead in Fort Griswold, and 60 wounded, most 


of them mortally.” Arnold was glossing over an atrocity.”° 


A bayoneted survivor, lying in a puddle of blood at Fort Griswold, 
regained consciousness and later told what had happened: “The first 
person I saw afterwards was my brave commander, a corpse by my 
side, having been run through the body with his own sword.” Other 
witnesses said that Ledyard was bayoneted to death as, 
surrendering, he handed his sword to Van Buskirk. Other soldiers, 
identified as Tories, bayoneted the surrendering soldiers and the 
wounded. “After the massacre,” the bayoneted — survivor 
remembered, “they plundered us of every thing we had, and left us 
literally naked.” About 115 Patriots were killed. One out of every 
four men in Arnold’s force was killed or wounded, one of the 


highest casualty rates of any battle in the war.’” As Arnold was 
destroying New London, a French fleet, commanded by Admiral 
Francois de Grasse, was defeating a British squadron off Yorktown, 
Virginia. The victory would give the French control of the 
Chesapeake and trap General Cornwallis’s army on the Yorktown 
Peninsula. A combined army, led by Washington and French general 
Jean-Baptiste de Rochambeau, was on the way to besiege and defeat 
Cornwallis. 


Cornwallis’s surrender on October 19 at Yorktown meant the 
Revolution was almost certainly over. But the civil war went on. In 
Pennsylvania, where two Quakers had been hanged earlier in the 
Revolution, 490 people were accused of high treason and put on a 


“Black List.””8 New York’s Committee (later, Commission) for 
Detecting and Defeating Conspiracies had tried more than one 
thousand people for Loyalist activities, and trial was tantamount to 


conviction, a heavy fine, and confiscation of property.’? Delaware, 
perceiving a rebellion within the state itself, charged forty-eight 
Tories with treason against the state; the ringleader, convicted of 


murder, was finally hanged in 1788.°° 


Along the New York frontier, after General Cornwallis’s surrender, 
Maj. Walter Butler led a group of Rangers and Indians into the 
Mohawk Valley on a routine foray for prisoners and plunder. He 
was killed during a skirmish with Patriot pursuers. A Continental 
officer later wrote that “the inhabitants expressed more joy at the 


death of Butler than the capture of Cornwallis.”°! 


18 
AND THEY BEGAN THE WORLD ANEW 
Yorktown, Ocroser 1781—New York Ciry, Apru. 1783 


... If cats should be chased into holes by the mouse, If mammas sold 
their babies to gypsies for half a crown, If summer were spring and the 


other way round, Then all the world would be upside down. 


—Nursery rhyme, “The World Turned Upside Down”! 
uring the negotiations for the surrender of Cornwallis at York- 
Drown. a British officer brought up the uneasy topic of Loyalists, 
for he knew that many armed Tory units were among the troops 
who had laid down their arms. He also knew that those troops were 
not in the British Army and not affected by the terms of surrender. 
Finally negotiators hammered out an article of capitulation that 
attempted to give them legal immunity: “Natives or Inhabitants of 
different Parts of this Country ... are not to be punished on Account 
of having joined the British Army.” Washington, well aware of the 
anti-Tory laws passed by every state, took a look at the article and 
insisted that those laws be somehow acknowledged. So an awkward 
sentence was added: “This Article cannot be assented to being 


altogether of Civil Resort.”? Those words would be the grounds for 


hunting down the fifteen hundred Tories suspected of having served 
at Yorktown. 


Still, a way was found to get some of them out safely. In another 
article of capitulation, Washington allowed the Royal Navy sloop 
Bonetta to be “permitted to sail without Examination ...,” ostensibly 


so that Cornwallis could send a report to New York.° Lt. Col. John 
G. Simcoe was allowed to board because he was in poor health. 


Some of his Rangers also slipped aboard, as did other Tories who 
rowed out as the Bonetta set sail. Among them were ex-Rebels who 
had served in state militias, viewed by Patriots as deserters who 
could be executed for taking up the king’s arms. The fate of other 
Tories at Yorktown is not known. Some men were caught and 
executed for desertion. Some Loyalist muster rolls show the 
surrender of 241 officers and men of the British Legion, including a 


lieutenant colonel.* 


That would seem to be Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton, who had 
commanded the British force at Gloucester Point, across the river 
from Yorktown. A captain, a lieutenant, and two enlisted men of the 
New Jersey Volunteers were also captured at Gloucester. They 
presumably became prisoners, like the men of the British Legion, 
indicating that at least some Loyalist soldiers were treated as 
prisoners of war. Tarleton, who feared he would be attacked at the 
time of the surrender, did reach New York and eventually England, 
as did Simcoe. Many Rangers and veterans of Tarleton’s Legion, 
presumably using Tory safe houses along the way, did get to New 
York and would sail away to Nova Scotia during the British 
evacuation of the city. 


In the days before and after the surrender, many of the runaway 
slaves who had fled to Cornwallis were dying of smallpox. As the 
British troops had marched north from the Carolinas, slaves had 
joined the invaders in a bid for freedom. Many carried smallpox and 
died along the road. “Within these days past,” a Connecticut soldier 
wrote, “I have marched by 18 or 20 Negroes that lay dead by the 
way-side, putrifying with the small pox... . infecting the air around 


with intolerable stench & great danger.”° Cornwallis, who had put 
the former slaves to work on his redoubts, could not feed them as 
the siege tightened. So he sent them out to fend for themselves. 
Private Joseph Plumb Martin, ever a witness, wrote, “During the 
siege, we saw in the woods herds of Negroes which lord Cornwallis 
... had turned adrift, with not other recompense for their confidence 
in his humanity than the small pox for their bounty and starvation 
and death for their wages. They might be seen scattered about in 


every direction, dead and dying, with pieces of ears of burnt Indian 


corn in the hands and mouths, even of those that were dead.”© 


Soldiers then, as well as Benjamin Franklin later, speculated that 
the British were deliberately using dead and dying blacks to infect 
the Continental Army with smallpox. Buttressing the speculation in 
her 2001 work, Pox Americana, the historian Elizabeth A. Fenn 
quotes from a letter written to Cornwallis by Maj. Gen. Alexander 
Leslie: “Above 700 Negroes are come down the River in the Small 
Pox,” he wrote. “I shall distribute them about the Rebell 


Plantations.”” Under Washington’s edicts the soldiers of the 
Continental Army were inoculated, but few militiamen were. It will 
probably never be known whether Leslie’s suggestion was carried 
out and, if so, whether any Rebels were struck down. 


By the time Sir Guy Carleton succeeded Clinton in May 1782, there 
was no doubt that the war was lost. Carleton promptly ordered the 
evacuation of Savannah and Charleston—” a deplorable necessity in 


consequence of an unsuccessful war.”® The evacuation of Savannah, 
which came in July, was supposed to be primarily a military 
operation, carried out under terms laid down by Major General 
Wayne, who had arrived in Georgia in January with orders to drive 
the British out of the state. 


As in Boston in 1776 and Philadelphia in 1778, Tories wanted to 
leave with the British soldiers. And Wayne, who had fought Tories 
on his road to Savannah, had to deal with Tory militiamen, who 
were not leaving. Georgia, the only colony to be conquered by the 
British, had reestablished royal militias; they had to be disbanded. 


Wayne had already broken the royal militias by encouraging 
desertions to Rebel militias. He made sure that the deserters were 
well treated when they changed sides, inspiring further defections. 
Working closely with Wayne, Patriot governor John Martin, in a 
proclamation of February 1782, promised two hundred acres of 
land, a cow, and two breeding swine to every Tory who defected. 


Scores of Tory militiamen immediately deserted. Copies of the 
proclamation, translated into German, were slipped into Hessian 
encampments, and twenty-six deserted immediately. British officers 
in the South lost whatever confidence they might have had in 


Georgian and Hessian soldiers.” 


Shortly before the evacuation of Savannah, Wayne promised that 
he would exert every influence “in my power with the Civil 
Authority, that all past offences (except murder) shall be buried in 
Oblivion”—providing that the militiamen enlisted in the Georgia 
Continental Infantry for two years or for the duration of the war in 


Georgia.!° More than two hundred militiamen joined, switching 


sides with ease.'! Eventually many of the civilians in Savannah’s 
swelling refugee population chose to go to New York with the 
British Army. Wealthy families could book passage to England. 
Others, particularly families with large numbers of slaves, chose to 
go on army transports to Jamaica or the British colony of East 
Florida. 


Some two thousand white Tories and five thousand slaves left 
Savannah. Most of them headed for St. Augustine in Florida; others 


sailed to Charleston.!? In Florida the newcomers could expect grants 
of land, “upon which,” in the words of the Loyalist historian Thomas 


Jones, “they sat down and began the world anew.”!° Nearly seven 
thousand Tories from Georgia and the Carolinas were already in 
East Florida, which since 1775 had been giving free land to 
Loyalists. Many of them had been driven there by confiscation-and- 


banishment laws./+ 


In December 1782 came the evacuation of Charleston, which 
completed the British withdrawal of all troops from the southern 
colonies. Thousands of civilians chose to leave with the troops. By 
one accounting, 9,127 Charleston Loyalists became exiles. A total of 
1,278 whites went to Jamaica, accompanied by 2,613 slaves. East 
Florida was chosen by 1,615 white evacuees, who took with them 
3,826 slaves. England was the destination of 274 whites; they sailed 


to England with 56 slaves, who probably would be called house 
servants in England. Twenty men took 350 slaves to the sugar 
plantations of St. Lucia in the West Indies. About 190 people, with 
50 slaves, went to New York, and 417 men, women, and children, 
with 53 slaves, picked a new destination being suggested by 


Carleton: Nova Scotia. !° 


The evacuations were preludes to the spreading dread among 
Loyalists that they and Britain, having lost the war, now were about 
to lose the peace. For Britain, life would go on much as before, but 
America’s Loyalists now were aliens and, to the most vindictive 
winners, enemies. “The Rebels breathe the most rancorous and 
malignant Spirit everywhere,” a New York Tory wrote. “Committees 
and Associations are formed in every Colony and Resolves passed 
that no Refugees shall return nor have their Estates restored. The 
Congress and Assemblies look on tamely and want either the Will or 
the Power to check those Proceedings. In short, the Mob now reigns 
as fully and uncontrolled as in the Beginning of our Troubles and 
America is as hostile to Great Britain at this Hour as she was at any 


Period during the War.”!° 


On March 25, 1783, Rivington’s New-York Gazetteer reported that a 
ship had arrived at Philadelphia, “in thirty-five days from Cadiz, 
with dispatches to the Continental Congress, informing them that ... 
the preliminaries to a general peace ... was signed at Paris, in 
consequence of which hostilities by sea and land were to cease.” 
When the news became official a few days later, instead of cheers 
there were “groans and hisses ... attended by bitter reproaches and 


curses upon their kind for having deserted them.”!” 


Finally came the details: The new residents of Florida learned that 
Spain, which had entered the war as an ally of France, was 
rewarded by getting back its former possession, Florida. British 
subjects living there had until March 1785 to clear out. The Indians 
along the frontier, who had expected rewards of lands for helping 
the British, learned that the treaty gave the United States virtually 


all the land east of the Mississippi River, except for British 
possessions in Canada and Spanish territory in Florida. And Loyalists 
learned that the treaty’s words dealing with their future were 
meaningless. Congress, the treaty said, would “earnestly 
recommend” to the states that Loyalists’ “estates, rights, and 
properties” be restored. But the states had alreadyconfiscated the 
property of tens of thousands of Tories and, because there was no 
national government, the states had no need to accept any 
recommendations from Congress. 


New York City and Long Island, which had been Tory citadels, 
now became exits to exile. The wealthiest Tories had gone to 
England long before, and most reports of life there were dire. 
Transplanted Americans were treated as Americans, not former or 
new Britons. Hannah Winslow, who had left Boston with the 
evacuation ships in 1776 and had expected to return when the war 
ended, had a typical lament: She did not like where she was living 


but knew she could not return because “my unhappy fate is fix’d.”!® 
One outstanding Loyalist who did not leave was James Rivington, 
the Tory publisher. Beginning around the time that France became a 
Rebel ally, Rivington became an ally, too—a secret one, spying for 
Washington, who personally paid him in gold at the end of the war. 


He lived in New York until his death in 1802.1? 


Some wealthy Loyalists chose exile in England, though they knew 
Loyalists were not welcome there. Still, merchants, expecting an 
awakening of transatlantic trade, chartered ships, loaded them with 
the contents of their warehouses, and sailed off with their families. 
The merchants had no worries about breaking any trade laws. 
Carleton had ordered port officials to grant the evacuees “particular 
permissions” to leave New York and make whatever profits they 


could.?° Carleton had assured the Loyalists that his troops would not 
leave New York City until the departure of all of the civilians who 
wanted to go. And Carleton knew where they should go: Canada. 
The land that awaited them in Nova Scotia had once been the land 
of the Acadians, a French people expelled in the 1750s in a cruel 


deportation. By pouring Loyalists into sparsely populated Nova 
Scotia, Britain would assure the creation of an English-speaking 
region that would offset the French-speaking, Roman Catholic 
Quebec region. 


The Reverend John Sayre had run off from his church and home in 
Fairfield during Tryon’s raids on the Connecticut coast. He andhis 
wife and eight children, “destitute of food, house, and raiments,” 
joined the refugees in New York, and he became a propagandist for 


Carleton’s Canadian plan.*! In April 1783, he went to the large 
Loyalist refugee community at Eaton’s Neck, Long Island. During a 
worship service in a schoolhouse, he preached about Nova Scotia. 
Each Loyalist family, he told the congregation, would get two 
hundred acres of land. They would also receive warm clothing, a 
year’s worth of provisions, and a house—which would be in the 
form of planks, nails, and even window glass, all waiting for them in 
storage in Nova Scotia. Along with those supplies would come an 
iron plow and other farming equipment. A world anew. 


Within days dozens of people in Lloyd’s Neck decided to go, 
joining the official evacuation, which would begin in April and for 
which Carleton had found 183 ships to sail in fleets from New York. 
On Long Island 471 heads of families were divided into sixteen 
companies and assigned to Royal Navy transport ships. Each 
company had a captain and two lieutenants. They were to maintain 
order on the ship and, when the ship arrived in Nova Scotia, 
apportion tracts in a land they had never seen. That would basically 
be the system used for the entire evacuation, which would last until 


November.22 


Soon after Sayre preached, HMS Union sailed into Huntington Bay 
and, on April 11, began taking on 209 passengers—108 of them 
children. About half of the passengers were from Connecticut. The 
rest were from Rhode Island, New York, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania. Only twelve of the sixty-one white males had 
served in Loyalist regiments. One of them was Tom Hyde, a twenty- 


seven-year-old ex-slave who had run away from his master in 


Fairfield, Connecticut, and joined British forces.2? Hyde was 
traveling as the servant of Fyler Dibblee, a Connecticut lawyer who 
had fled to Long Island only to be kidnapped in a whaleboat raid. 
He had been held for several months and then released in a prisoner 
exchange, one of the rituals of the whaleboat war. 


On April 16 the Union sailed down Long Island Sound to New 
York City and ten days later joined a fleet of twenty ships headed 
for Nova Scotia. On May 11, the Union entered the port of 
Paartown(now Saint John, New Brunswick) on the north shore of 
the Bay of Fundy, at the mouth of the Saint John River. Three scouts 
left the ship in search of suitable home sites, followed a week later 
by the rest of the passengers. Most of them settled on a long 
peninsula at a village called Kingston. “A happier people never lived 
upon the globe,” one of the passengers later wrote. “... Here with 
the protection of kind providence we were perfectly happy, 


contented and comfortable.”2* 


Back in New York City, Rear Admiral Robert Digby, who had 
recently arrived to command the Royal Navy in America, became 
Carleton’s close ally. Digby supervised the sailing of the armada 
carrying Tories out of America. An admiral who had often 
commanded warships in battle, he now found himself shepherding 
voyages of transports like the Union because, as he said in one of his 
orders to a ship captain, “I think too much cannot be done for their 


[Loyalists’] assistance.”*° He reminded another captain about a 
phrase in article 7 of the peace treaty: “... his Britannic Majesty 
shall with all convenient speed, and without causing any 
destruction, or carrying away any Negroes, or other property of the 
American inhabitants, withdraw all his Armies, Garrisons, and Fleets 
from the said United States.” The phrase Digby cited was about “not 
carrying away Negroes.” 

Thousands of slaves and ex-slaves were pouring into New York. 
Many of them found shelter in Canvas Town, an area burned out in 


the 1775 fire. All were claiming the right to sail to Nova Scotia 
because they were Loyalists who had served in British forces and 
had been freed. But white masters had no interest in article 7; they 
wanted their slaves back. 


Slave catchers went to New York to claim their property, even 
seizing ex-slaves on the streets. Boston King, born a slave on a 
plantation near Charleston, had joined the British, carrying 
dispatches and working aboard a Royal Navy warship. As the war 
was ending, King made his way to New York City, where he married 
Violet, a fellow runaway who had fled a master in North Carolina. 
Along with all theother ex-slaves in New York, they were terrified 
when “we saw our old masters coming from Virginia, North 
Carolina, and other parts, and seizing upon their slaves in the streets 


of New York, or even dragging them out of their beds.”2° And then 
the word began to spread: Ships were sailing off to Nova Scotia with 


ex-slaves aboard.*” Carleton had his own interpretation of article 7: 
Negroes who had served British forces were not property. They were 
the king’s subjects. 


Carleton ordered Brig. Gen. Samuel Birch, commandant of New 
York, to arrange for the certification of any black who claimed 
British service and thus the right to join the Nova Scotia fleets. Birch 
had a printer (probably Rivington) produce passes that could be 
issued to freed blacks. A typical pass said: 


This is to certify to whomsoever it may concern, that the Bearer 
hereof, ___, a Negro, resorted to the British Lines, in consequence of 
The Proclamations of Sir William Howe, and Sir Henry Clinton, late 
Commanders in Chief in America; and that the said Negro has hereby 
His Excellency Sir Guy Carleton’s Permission to go to Nova-Scotia, Or 


wherever else may think proper. 


By Order of Brigadier General Birch2® 


George Washington, a fourth-generation slave owner, was 
shocked to learn how Carleton was interpreting article 7. The topic 
came up at the first and only meeting of the two men, on May 6, 


1783, at a house at Washington’s headquarters in Tappan, New 
York. Washington said he had three points to raise: the timetable for 
the withdrawal of British forces from New York, the release of 
prisoners, and the point that he wished to raise first: “The 
Preservation of Property from being carried off, and especially the 
Negroes.” Carleton said that some Negroes had already left—660 
black men, women, and children—on April 27. Washington 


“appeared to be startled.”2° 


Washington told Carleton he was violating the treaty. Carleton 
countered that the former owners of the former slaves could be 
compensated, and he described what became known as The Book of 
Negroes, then consisting of a handwritten list of black passengers 
leaving New York. Each one was identified by name, age, and 
physical description. 


Some names included a former owner’s name and residence. At 
least one once belonged to Thomas Jefferson.*° Three appear to 


have run away from Washington’s Mount Vernon.*! The list was 
compiled by General Birch’s men, who also gave out the passes. 
American “commissioners” were supposed to be present for the 
embarking of all ships. So presumably they, unlike Washington, 


were aware of the passes and the list.°* Copies of the list that 
Carleton referred to were bound, creating The Book of Negroes. One 
copy of the book is in the British National Archives, another in the 
Nova Scotia Archives.* 


In a formal letter to Carleton, written on the day of the meeting, 
Washington said it was not up to him to decide whether the treaty 
had been violated. But he added that he was ready “to enter into 
any Agreements, or take any Measures, which may be deemed 
expedient to prevent the future Carrying away any Negroes or other 


property of the American inhabitants.”?° 


No measures were taken, and the sailing of ex-slaves continued. 
Eventually, nearly three thousand ex-slaves would sail to Nova 
Scotia and be granted land, usually small, hardscrabble tracts, in 


contrast to the better, and usually bigger, tracts granted to white 
Loyalists. 


Many of the black Loyalists settled on the outskirts of a landing 
that became Shelburne. By the end of 1783, Shelburne’s population 
was 7,922, of whom 1,521 were freed slaves. They named their 
community Birchtown, after the general who signed the ship passes. 
One of its leaders was Colonel Stephen Blucke, the man who 


succeeded Colonel Tye in the New Jersey raiders.°* 


The last recorded black evacuees were former members of those 
New Jersey raiders known as the Black Brigade, along with their 
kin: fortyseven men, thirty-seven women, and sixteen children. They 
are listed in The Book of Negroes as “Inspected on the 30th of 


November ... on Board the fleet laying near Statten Island.”°° 


In 1792, unhappy about their treatment in Nova Scotia, 1,196 
black Loyalists decided, with British help, to seek a new life in 
Sierra Leone, a West Africa territory controlled by Britain. Sixty- 
seven people died during the voyage. The rest of the African 
returnees, including Boston King and his wife Violet, landed at 
Freetown and began a new country. 


Within a year after the war ended, about one hundred thousand 
Americans left their homes. Most of them went to Canada. The rest 
chose England, Scotland, or British possessions in the West Indies. 
Within a generation the new Canadians had spread across the vast 
British dominion, taking with them the virtues and the visions that 
they and their ancestors had had as American colonists. Granted 
large tracts of land, they transformed a wilderness into a vibrant 
nation. Many became prosperous farmers or started mercantile 
dynasties. “Seldom had a people done so well by losing a war,” a 
Canadian historian wrote. 


Today, four to six million Canadians—about one-fifth of the 
population—claim a Tory ancestor. Many Canadians believe that 
their nation’s traditional devotion to law and civility, the very 


essence of being a Canadian, traces back to being loyal, as in 
Loyalist. 


Below the border live the people who started another country, 
built by Rebels. Within a generation, those Rebels would begin to 
forgive—and forget—the Tories. They would call the Revolution a 
war between Americans and the British, losing from their collective 
memory the fact that much of the fighting had been between 
Americans and Americans. 


* There is no copy of The Book of Negroes in the National Archives in Washington. Copies 


of the lists exist in a file containing miscellaneous records of the Continental Congress. 
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Our son Roger abandoned his own writing to come to the aid of 
Dad, digesting enormous amounts of information about Loyalist 
military units and helping in many ways. Our daughter, Connie, 
provided German translations. Our son Chris helped me at the 
archives in his state, North Carolina, and our granddaughter, 
Victoria, did the same in the archives of her state, South Carolina. 
Our grandsons Aaron and Jonny used their computer skills to work 
on the bibliography. Our son-in-law, Jim Witte, contributed incisive 
analysis as a twenty-first-century sociologist looking at the lives of 
eighteenth-century Loyalists and Patriots. And my grandnephew Jeff 
Riling made use of his collegiate databases to gather material. 

Old friends helped in a myriad of ways: Thanks to Norman 
Polmar, Paul Dickson, Penny Daly, Chuck Hyman, Bob Stock, Bob 
Shogan, Bob Poole, Jim Srodes, Bill Dudley, Ray Longden, Stephanie 


Cooke, Judy Folkenberg—and Lori Annahein, who kept my 
computer alive. Rob Cowley, to whom this book is dedicated, came 
up with the idea of Tories after I had wandered the eighteenth 
century examining other possible topics. And when I settled on 
Tories, my agent, Carl Brandt, provided not only encouragement but 
also ideas from his own knowledge of the subject. 


Todd W. Braisted, founder of the On-Line Institute for Advanced 
Loyalist Studies, answered numerous inquiries, especially those 
concerning Loyalists who served in military units. Paul J. Bunnell, 
UE, editor and founder of the Loyalist Quarterly Newsletter, also 
educated me about contemporary Loyalists—and why they put “UE” 
after their names. I was luckily directed to 
http://personal.nbnet.nb.ca/halew/, the marketplace of R. Wallace 
Hale, who has gathered thousands of pages of Loyalist material on a 
series of CDs. Susan Swiggum of the Ship List website 
(http://www.theshiplist.com/) allowed me to tap into her extensive 
knowledge of Loyalist ships’ names and passenger lists. 


Stephen Eric Davidson especially helped me understand the pride 
of present-day Loyalists. His work on the Loyalist past is a model for 
genealogists, for he adds human details and family stories to the 
“begat, begat, begat” of traditional genealogies. My introduction to 
that invaluable kind of genealogy came from a pro, Sharon 
Sergeant, adjunct professor at Boston University and an 
indefatigable tracker of people of the past. 


By gleaning information from genealogies, I defied the belief of an 
historian who, writing in the early twentieth century, said that he 
eschewed family recollections as sources because they rest on “the 
lowest rung on the ladder of evidential credibility.” I found that it is 
on that rung that the understanding of Tories and Rebels begins. 


Many people with Loyalist ancestors helped me, including Bill 
Jarvis, who led me to my first Tory warrior, Stephen Maple Jarvis. 
Russell Moe’s ancestor, Walter Barrell, produced the definitive list of 
Boston’s Loyalist evacuees. I learned about the Acadians of Canada 
from Jerry Bastarache, an Acadian descendant whose ancestors, 
Pierre and Michel Bastarache, were deported in 1755 from land that 


Tories would be given three decades later. Others who shared their 
genealogical research with me included Don Chrysler, Pat 
Kelderman, Bob Moore, Eric Nellis, and Elsie Pyonen. 


Along the way Scottie and I found dozens of archivists, 
researchers, and volunteers who sent us to gems in their collections. 
Our greatest treasure hunt was at the Harriet Irving Library at the 
University of New Brunswick in Fredericton, Canada—the 
fountainhead of Loyalist information, where we were helped by 
Kathryn Gilder and Janelle Sweatnam. The Loyalist Research 
Network, administered by Dr. Bonnie Huskins of the Department of 
History, operates out of the university. Other Canadian archivists 
and aides who helped us were Kate Richardson, Ava Griffin 
Sturgeon, and Eric Al-laby on Grand Manan Island; Sheryl Stanton 
at the Admiral Digby Museum, at Digby, Nova Scotia; and Finn 
Bower at the Shelburne County Museum in Shelburne, Nova Scotia. 
We also visited archives in Saint John, Halifax and learned about 
the archeological research at Birchtown, Nova Scotia, a black 
Loyalist settlement. I received answers to my many questions from 
Robert L. Dallison, a retired lieutenant colonel in the Canadian 
Army, author of Hope Restored, and former director of Kings Landing 
Historical Settlement. 


We received help and hospitality from Paddy Fitzgerald and 
Christine Johnston at the Centre for Migration Studies in Omagh, 
Northern Ireland. Michael Barton and Kim MacDonald initiated us 
at Britain’s National Archives at Kew. Tom Mann, Dave Kelly, Abby 
Yochelson, and James Hutson provided insights at the Library of 
Congress. Lewis Bushnell, associate director of the Cambridge 
Historical Society, showed us Tory Row, and Lance Kozikowski 
showed us New-Gate Prison in East Granby, Connecticut. We also 
wish to thank Katherine A. Ludwig of the David Library of the 
American 


Revolution; Brent Brackett, curator of Tannenbaum Historic 
Country Park in Greensboro, North Carolina; Christa Dierksheide at 
Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello; and J. L. Bell, whose Web site 
(http:// boston1775.blogspot.com/) is full of fascinating and 


meticulously researched stories about revolutionary Boston. Rachel 
Dorfman and her brother Isaac also helped me keep track of 
material. 


Finally I profoundly thank my original editor, Elisabeth Kallick 
Dyssegaard, for her faith and patience. 
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Hucu Mcponatp OF Nortu Carolina, A FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD SOLDIER OF THE ConTINENTIAL 
Army, WAS ON THE ROAD NEAR RicHmonp, VirGINIA, IN THE SPRING OF 1777. One DAY, HE JOINED 
OTHER SOLDIERS IN AN ACT OF CASUAL CRUELTY UPON A STUBBORN Tory. How MANY OTHER Tortgs 


WERE TAUNTED, TORTURED, OR LYNCHED WILL NEVER BE KNOWN. 


While passing through the town, a shoemaker stood in his door and 
cried, ‘Hurrah for King George,’ of which no one took any notice; but 
after halting in a wood, a little distance beyond ... the shoemaker came 
to us and began again to hurrah for King George. When the General 
[Francis Nash] and his aids mounted and started, he still followed them, 
hurrahing for King George. Upon which the General ordered him to be 
taken back to the river and ducked. We brought a long rope, which we 
tied ... round his middle and sesawed him backwards and forwards until 
we had him nearly drowned, but every time he got his head above water 
he would cry for King George. The General having then ordered him to 
be tarred and feathered, a feather bed was taken from his own house, 
where were his wife and four little daughters crying and beseeching their 
father to hold his tongue, but still he would not. We tore the bed open 
and knocked the top out of a tar barrel, into which we plunged him 
headlong. He was then drawn out by the heels and rolled in the feathers 
until he was a sight but still he would hurrah for King George. The 
General now ordered him to be drummed out of the West end of town, 
and told him expressly that if he plagued him any more in that way he 
would have him shot. So we saw no more of the shoemaker. 


—McDonald, who was illiterate, dictated his recollections, which 
became “Revolutionary Journal of Hugh McDonald” in the Colonial 
and State Records of North Carolina, vol. 11, p. 835. 
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